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New County Task Force to Target
Rise in Unsolved Homicides

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Flanked by
local police chiefs, Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow an-
nounced on Thursday the formation
of a special homicide task force to
combat the rate of unsolved murders
in his jurisdiction.

“What I decided to do is to take
control and supervise all homicides
in Union County,” Mr. Romankow
said. “It’s not going to be the respon-
sibility of the towns anymore. It’s
going to be me. It’s going to be my
office, so they can point the finger to
me later on.”

Mr. Romankow said that the task
force was formed as a result of the
recent rise in unsolved homicides in
Union County, and is modeled after a
similar program in Hudson County
that has resulted in a solved rate of 90
percent for homicides in that county.

According to statistics provided by
the prosecutor’s office, there were 14
homicides in the county as of June
15, eight of which remain unsolved.

Overall, 54 of the 160 homicides (34
percent) in the county since 2003 are
presently unsolved. The task force,
made up of police officers from
throughout the county, as well as
members of the prosecutor’s office,
will handle all new and unresolved
homicides in the county.

“These people are gone,” Mr.
Romankow said. “They had no one to
stand up for them. So, we’re going to
give it to them.”

Mr. Romankow blamed the in-
creased murder rate on gang activity,
estimating that 40 percent of the ho-
micides in the county are gang re-
lated, compared with 20 percent state-
wide. Gang activity has also spread to
suburban portions of the county, with
the prosecutor’s office’s statistics
showing three gang members reside
in Westfield, two in Fanwood, two in
Garwood and eight in Scotch Plains.

Part of the impetus for the program
was the success of a gang-targeting
task force in Plainfield, which re-
sulted in the arrests of two major
gangs.

“It was a very enlightening mo-
ment when I saw that finally the sta-
tistics showed that homicides were
down, that the unsolved homicides
were down and that the number of
gang bangers were up, gang bangers
that we could target,” Mr. Romankow
said. “So, I thought ‘well if it works in
Plainfield, why can’t it work in Union
County?’”

Mr. Romankow said that police
chiefs from Linden, Hillside,
Plainfield, Union, Scotch Plains and
the Union County Police have so far
pledged officers to serve on the task
force, while other departments in the
county have offered their support as
well.

Mr. Romankow said that Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage and the city’s
police department had “refused” to
participate in the task force when he
approached them and that he said the
administration was “ignoring” the
city’s “serious problem” with gangs.
More than 84 homicides have oc-
curred in Elizabeth over the last six
years. Sixty-five percent of the un-
solved homicide cases in the county
are from Elizabeth.

Mr. Romankow said although the
Elizabeth Police Department will not
participate directly in the task force,
he does not foresee any problems
with cooperation between his depart-
ment and officers in Elizabeth.

“The [Elizabeth] officers are fine,
they work well with our people,” Mr.
Romankow said. “But the mayor is
the one who makes the final decision
about whether or not they’re to be
part of the task force. And it’s wrong.”

When contacted by The Westfield
Leader, Bill Reyes, public informa-
tion officer for Elizabeth, said Mr.
Romankow’s statement that the ad-
ministration is ignoring gang activity
was incorrect, citing the city’s par-
ticipation in gang prevention and anti-
violence youth programs.

“For him to say it’s being ignored is
not correct,” Mr. Reyes said. “If he
knew a little bit about Elizabeth and
our efforts, he would not say it’s be-
ing ignored.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Raynor Denitizio for The Westfield Leader
FOCUSED ON HOMICIDES…Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow, along
with police chiefs from throughout Union County, announces the formation of a
homicide task force, which will investigate any suspicious deaths and unsolved
homicides in the county.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
GOOD THYMES...Dominick Verdic, president of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, presents an award to David Martone, left, owner of Classic Thyme,
for his years of service to the organization.

Mountainside BOE Adds
Admin Position in Split Vote

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – With one dis-
senting vote and one abstention, the
seven-member Board of Education
Tuesday night approved adding the
position of staff accountant at a sal-
ary of $65,000.

Board members Carmine Venes and
Joseph Tinnirella, chairman of the
personnel sub-committee, questioned
the necessity of hiring a staff accoun-
tant to assist in maintaining the
district’s books during a period of
fiscal challenges.

“I am concerned,” said Mr. Venes.
“If the public saw what is listed under
administrative costs and supervisory
costs, they could use their best judg-
ment,” he said in arguing for more
disclosure. He suggested that a vote
on filling the position be postponed
until the job description could be
reviewed and it could be determined
whether filling the position was ap-
propriate.

“They are scrutinizing k-8 dis-
tricts,” he said. “Sometimes we have
to look at costs.”

Mr. Tinnirella also asked whether
the position was truly needed.

Board member Raymond Haggar
said, “I do not want to lose hard won
gains in fiscal accountability,” then
said that filling the position was nec-
essary for maintaining fiscal disci-
pline. “I do not want to go back to
where we were three years ago,” Mr.
Haggar added.

Mr. Tinnirella agreed but still sug-
gested that, at a minimum, the board
update the job description for the
position so that it would reflect the
work expected of the employee.

Arguing for the measure, Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin
referred to the 85 pages of guidance
on reporting requirements from the
state that the district has to comply
with. He cited mandatory reporting
in accordance with the State Special
Education Medicaid Incentive

(SEMI) program as one example of
why the position was needed; despite
not having a single child on Medicaid
in the district, Mountainside is still
required to file with the state.

Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg and Chief School Ad-
ministrator Jeannette Baubles both
said it was not in the district’s best
interest to wait for a vote. To dissuade
spending concerns, Mrs. Shaumberg
said the district’s administrative costs
were “slightly below the mean for the
state.” Mrs. Baubles cited an “ac-
counts payable issue” that had re-
cently surfaced suggesting that by
waiting, the board would incur addi-
tional accounting risk.

In the end, the board voted to au-
thorize the position despite objec-
tions by Mr. Venes and Mr. Tinirella.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Council Explores
Renewable Energy Options

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
President and Finance Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio Tuesday night re-
iterated her call of last month in say-
ing that the borough must look for
long-term ways to cut operating costs
and increase revenue.

“It is important that we start now
looking to the future, to 2009 and

2010,” Ms. Villaggio said.
One cost-saving possibility the

borough is exploring is the use of
solar panels on the roof of municipal
buildings to generate power. Coun-
cilmen Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano, along with officials from
Westfield and Fanwood, recently met
with a consultant from Eco Kinetics,
a renewable energy company.

According to Mr. Sytko’s build-
ings and grounds committee report,
the borough has two main ways it
could use solar panels. If Garwood
were to purchase panels themselves it
would cost approximately $1.5 mil-
lion. Although the initial cost is high,
Mr. Sytko said the panels should pay
for themselves after five years and
begin turning a profit.

“We’d have to spend more money
up front and see more money in the
long run,” Mr. Sytko said.

Mr. Sytko said there are tax rebates
for purchasing solar panels and, al-
though the state is currently only fund-
ing solar projects already underway,
he hopes funding would be available
if and when Garwood goes through
with a plan. Even without the state tax
incentives, Mr. Sytko said the bor-
ough would have a lower energy bill
and be entitled to renewable energy

DWC Discusses New Promo,
Store Openings in Town

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
on Monday night discussed adding a
promotion in October. Of the month-
long gap between promotions, Saul
Drittel, head of the promotions com-
mittee, requested a “ring the till” pro-
motion for that interval to minimize
the impact of the economic downturn
and to jumpstart holiday shopping.

About 150 to 175 people attended
last Saturday’s outdoor movie of “The
Game Plan” at the South Avenue Train
Station lot. The second movie, “Night
at the Museum,” is scheduled for 7:30
p.m. tomorrow, September 26, at the
Elm Street field, with a rain date of
Saturday. The Trick or Treating and
the costume contest will be held Sun-
day, October 26.

The board will request the town
council for a free parking day on a
Saturday, October 18 or 25. The short
timeframe would make approval chal-
lenging, DWC officials said.

The transition of retailers was also
discussed. The board said Ricky’s, a
costume shop, would be occupying
the former Little Treasures space on
East Broad Street just through Hal-
loween. Janie and Jack, a children’s
clothing store, has taken over the Mimi
Maternity space and Papa John’s Pizza
is coming next store to Hershey’s
Deli.

A high-end resale shop called Cou-
ture Exchange is taking over the
former Image One-Hour Photo space.
Two other additions were briefly men-
tioned. Sherry Cronin, the DWC ex-
ecutive director, stated she expects
more turnover come the New Year.

The South Avenue Streetscape
project is in final review before issu-
ing the bid. It’s expected that this

already funded project would be ex-
ecuted next spring. Two future county
projects, one covering Central Av-
enue and the other on Westfield Av-
enue, will result in scaling back some
parts of the streetscape project to
avoid reworking them shortly after
the county work is completed.

A forum for downtown business
owners is on DWC’s Wednesday, Oc-
tober 8 schedule. It’s expected that
much of the discussion will center on
long-term parking plans.

Mr. Martone, owner of Classic
Thyme, was thanked for his eight
years of service to the DWC. Classic
Thyme, a store and cooking school,
moved from East Broad Street in May
2007 to South Avenue. Mr. Martone
was serving as chairman of the DWC
board when he noticed he hadn’t re-
ceived a DWC assessment. This re-
sulted in the discovery that his new
location was outside the DWC’s Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) and
Mr. Martone had to resign his post
this spring because businesses must
be within the SID.

Mr. Martone, speaking to the board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BRAINSTORMING…The Westfield Board of Education brainstorms Tuesday
night. At center, Anne Riegel discusses evaluating curriculum and programs.
Pictured, left to right, are: Ginny Leiz, president; Julia Walker, vice president;
Mrs. Riegel and Beth Cassie. See story on page 10.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WECARE Presses Westfield Council
For Vacant-Buildings Ordinance

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After unanimously
enacting ordinances to allocate
$75,000 to pay for safety devices in
connection with the Rahway Avenue
quiet zone project and to roll back
enforcement at one municipal lot, a
member of the public suggested inte-
grating a vacant-buildings ordinance
with the land use task force’s recom-
mendations.

After last week’s announcement
that the recommendations of the land
use task force would be “married”
with the planning board’s master plan
review, WECARE (Westfielders Con-
cerned About Responsible Develop-
ment) chairwoman Sharon Stockwell
asked if an ordinance to address va-

cant buildings could be incorporated
as well.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said the
measure, if enacted, would be a sepa-
rate ordinance and that the council’s
code review and town property com-
mittee would address it in the coming
months.

Councilman Jim Foerst, who chairs
the committee, said the matter would
be considered, but he hesitated to
give a firm timeframe on when a
potential ordinance could be dis-
cussed. Currently, the committee has
19 items on its docket.

Mrs. Stockwell said, “With the cur-
rent downtown economics and mort-
gage company problems, there is a lot
of concern that these properties… if
they have not been improved upon by

this time, then there may be a longer
period of time in which they’re not
going to have improvements made.
That’s why we are encouraging you
to work on this before some of these
properties continue to deteriorate.”

Mayor Skibitsky reminded Mrs.
Stockwell that the town does employ
its external property-maintenance
code to address public health and
safety matters.

Ms. Stockwell has suggested hold-
ing properties to different standards,
based on whether or not they are
occupied.

At an April meeting, Mrs. Stockwell
said an ordinance is needed to ad-
dress the “growing trend” of vacant
buildings in town. WECARE’s re-
search on the matter occurred con-
currently with discussion of two Pros-
pect Street properties that were fall-
ing into disrepair.

At the time, Mrs. Stockwell said “a
couple” of other first-ward properties
have become “unsightly” after ne-
glect. Bringing up an abandoned
Cowperthwaite Place home, she said
glass windows have been destroyed,
the front porch has rotted and the
door to the home has been left open.

At the time, she had said a potential
ordinance, among its many functions,
would define the term “vacant build-
ing” and establish a permit process
for registering such buildings with
the town.

Ms. Stockwell had said in difficult
fiscal times, the permit process could
become a possible revenue source.

During a March meeting that cen-
tered on the Prospect Street homes,
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
stated his opposition to deferring the
two homes’ demolition, calling the
houses a “a blight on the neighbor-
hood.” At a mid-May meeting, Mr.
Caruana complimented WECARE on
its “well written” report and said the
code review and town property com-
mittee would consider the matter.

In other business, part-time em-
ployees who work nights should have
an easier time finding free parking.
The council unanimously passed an
ordinance to roll back the enforce-
ment on employee parking spaces in
Lot 8 (behind Verizon by the train
tracks off North Avenue) to 4:30 p.m.

Parking had formerly been enforced
in Lot 8 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Even if
an employee found an unoccupied
spot during that time period, a park-
ing permit was required. Now, these
spots will be free starting at 4:30 p.m.

The same procedure will be effec-
tive at the bagged meters on Ferris
Place, Orchard Street and Elm Street.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca has said the council came
to this decision in response to down-
town shopkeepers who said part-time
employees had difficulty finding ad-
equate parking.

The council also unanimously
passed a bond ordinance to allocate
$75,000 for the implementation of
safety devices in connection with the
“quiet zone” establishment, which
would ultimately mitigate the effect
of train noise in the area.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HARLEY’S ANGELS...Thousands of Rolling Thunder motorcyclists gathered in Warinanco Park in Roselle Sunday and
drove to the New Jersey Vietnam Memorial in Holmdel, showing support for POWs and MIAs. The annual event, Ride For
Freedom,  attracts many spectators and well-wishers enroute and along the Parkway as they receive police escort.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Ashbrook to Present
Vendor Fair on Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ashbrook
Nursing Home and Rehabilitation
Center  will host a Vendor Fair on
Saturday, September 27, from noon
to 4 p.m.

The public is invited. There will be
35 vendors, three live bands and ample
food. The proceeds will go directly
toward improving the lives of the
nursing home residents.

For more information, call (908)
380-7824. TheAshbrook Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center is located at
1610 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

CONGRATULATIONS...The Westfield High Blue Devil Marching Band competed
at Piscataway last Saturday and placed third out of five bands. On October 11, the
band will compete in the Yamaha Cup at Giants Stadium. Pictured, left to right, are:
Jennifer Cortese, Marguerite Sulmont, Elizabeth LiSooey, Matthew DeMasi.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Prosecutor Takes Over
Homicide Investigations

In a prepared statement, Mayor
Bollwage placed a share of the blame
for the rate of unsolved murders on the
prosecutor’s office.

“All local police departments take
direction from the prosecutor’s investi-
gation team,” wrote Mr. Bollwage.
“Therefore, the prosecutor’s office
should look in the mirror before accus-
ing other agencies of high unsolved
homicide rates.”

Mr. Reyes said the city’s police de-
partment is more familiar with
Elizabeth’s neighborhoods and residents
than police from other jurisdictions. Nev-
ertheless, Mayor Bollwage and Mr.
Reyes said the city’s officers would co-
operate with members of the task force.

“Obviously, we want it to work be-
cause it’s about solving homicides,”
Mr. Reyes said.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
called the task force “a great idea,”
saying that many municipal police de-
partments do not have experience deal-
ing with homicides.

“Fortunately, we’ve had very few
homicides, and as a result, our officers
aren’t really trained in them,” Chief
Parizeau said. “To have the Union
County prosecutor’s expertise and their
officers would be an asset to us.”

Chief Parizeau said he would like to
assign an officer to the task force but
would focus on addressing other needs
at the present time. Chief Parizeau said
that Westfield currently has the fewest
officers per capita of any town in Union
County, with 1.94 officers per 1,000
residents.

“Right now I don’t have the man-
power to send somebody,” Chief
Parizeau said. “I’m still looking to put
someone in the high school as a re-
source officer.”

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said Chief Brian Mahoney
and the department “are fully support-
ing the prosecutor’s endeavor.”

 “Homicide is the most egregious
crime we have, and the feeling is that
none should go unsolved,” Lieutenant

Donnelly said.
Lieutenant Donnelly said Officer

Jason Everitt, a patrolman who has
been with the Scotch Plains Police for
six years, was assigned to the task
force.

 “We fully support it,” Lieutenant
Donnelly said. “It doesn’t only benefit
all the citizens of Union County, Scotch
Plains citizens will benefit. Officer
Everrit will come back here a better-
trained officer.”

Lieutenant Donnelly also said the
department is “proactive” and works
closely with the school system to moni-
tor any potential gang activity.

“Scotch Plains is a very nice town,
but are there gang members? Yes,” Lieu-
tenant Donnelly said. “You can’t have a
blind eye; they’re in every town in
America. Is it a major problem that
citizens have to worry about? No.”

Officers will commit to the task force
for one year. Mr. Romankow said the
county would handle all overtime pay-
ments for the officers assigned to the
task force and will provide vehicles and
equipment. Officers will also receive
an additional week of specialized train-
ing geared toward homicide investiga-
tions.

“The chiefs, by sending their people
here, are going to have a detective,
when he or she goes back, that’s well
trained,” Mr. Romankow said. “And
they understand that, so it benefits ev-
eryone by doing this.”

Mr. Romankow said the task force
will be staffed 24 hours a day, seven
days a week and that officers have
already begun investigating some of
the county’s unresolved homicides and
“cold cases.” Mr. Romankow said he
hopes the new task force will be able to
cut the county’s unsolved rate signifi-
cantly.

“I’d like to get that unsolved rate
down at least somewhere around 10
percent,” said Mr. Romankow. “I don’t
see any reason from this point for-
ward why we can’t hit this and reach
that figure.”

Businessman Charged With
Sex Crimes Against Minors
FANWOOD — A Fanwood business

owner was arrested over the weekend and
charged with multiple counts of sex crimes
against minors following a six-month in-
vestigation, Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has announced.

Lee Marks, 55, of Fanwood was
charged on September 19 with second
degree sexual assault, third degree aggra-
vated criminal sexual contact, third de-
gree endangering the welfare of a child
and multiple acts of lewdness, a disor-
derly persons offense.

In all, seven counts were signed against
Marks, Mr. Romankow said. The charges
concern four victims under the age of 16.

Union County Superior Court Judge
Douglas Fasciale set the defendant’s bail
at $150,000, authorities said.

An Internet search shows Marks is
president and owner of Laser Design,
Inc., which started in 1988.

Anyone having information related to
this investigation is urged to contact
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard Trigo
at (908) 322-5000, extension 117.

Wheeler, Huegel Discuss
Taxes, Shared Services
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Borough Council
President Joan Wheeler and newcomer
Russell Huegel, the Democratic candi-
dates for borough council, discussed the
municipal and capital budgets, shared
services and other campaign issues dur-
ing a taped interview with The Westfield
Leader on Friday (see goleader.com/vid-
eos).

Ms. Wheeler is completing her third
year on council. She has been a registered
nurse for 50 years, with the past 36 years
spent in healthcare administration. She is
currently deputy administrator at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights.

If elected to a second term, Ms. Wheeler
said she would like to focus on bringing
affordable senior housing to Fanwood.

“We are almost 90 percent developed.
So, to find a location where we might be
able to locate affordable senior housing is
going to be the challenge as will be the
challenge of its financing,” Ms. Wheeler
said.

She said she knows of seniors in the
borough that are “very much in need of
assistance in that area.”

Mr. Huegel, an attorney, is a former
municipal prosecutor in Secaucus and
was an attorney for Morgan Stanley dur-
ing the previous financial crisis on Wall
Street in 2001.

He was president of his condominium
association in Union, a non-profit with a
$ 1 million budget.

“I’m new to the political practice, but I
think I have a variety of experience that
could help [Fanwood],” Mr. Huegel said.
He has replaced Councilman Bruce Walsh
on the Democratic ticket after Mr. Walsh
opted not to seek re-election.

In terms of Fanwood’s redevelopment
projects, Ms. Wheeler said the project at
222 South Avenue, corner of Second and
South Avenues, owned by Michael
Marcovecchio, is looking to place a res-
taurant on the bottom floor. The building
at 234 South Avenue owned by Jeffrey
and Helen Ling, owner of Enchantments,
is 90 percent occupied. A third building,
the previous home of the Internet Lounge
and a barbershop, has been sold to a
Westfield developer and will be replaced
by a new, mixed-use building.

“So, we will be moving forward, and
you will see all of South Avenue on the
block redeveloped for families and retail
space,” Ms. Wheeler said.

The candidates were then questioned
on this year’s $8.4-million budget, $5.3
million of which will be supported by
local property taxes, a 16 percent increase
over 2007. The borough has 64 full-time
and 10 part-time employees.

Noting the tax increase of $738,000,
Ms. Wheeler said that number was actu-
ally reduced from $1,338,000, a $600,000
reduction. She called that “remarkable
for a town our size.”

Ms. Wheeler and Mr. Huegel were
asked specifically on whether the bor-

ough has over-relied on funding from the
state’s extraordinary aid program.
Fanwood has received $1.1 million from
the program over the last three years,
including $425,000 this year.

“We have looked at what will happen if
we don’t receive that extraordinary aid.
And the likelihood is that we will not,”
Ms. Wheeler said.

Both candidates said the borough’s
budget only represents 20 percent of
Fanwood’s taxes, with the school system
and county accounting for the remaining
80 percent. Ms. Wheeler said only 20
percent of the municipal budget is discre-
tionary, with the remainder of the budget
mandates from the state, pensions fund,
municipal library and municipal court.

“So, we are looking at a very small
portion of the total budget, which we can
control. And that’s what we have been
doing is controlling that portion which we
can,” she said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough’s pen-
sion obligations increased $126,000 to
$464,000 this year, a 25 percent increase
over 2007. “And it’s going to continue to
escalate at that rate,” she said.

Mr. Huegel said he thinks the borough
council has done a good job in keeping
spending in check.

“Spending has pretty much remained
flat over the last two or three years for the
municipal budgets in Fanwood (exclud-
ing mandated costs),” he said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough has can-
celled all but state-funded capital projects
this year. “There are realities of financ-
ing,” she said. “If you don’t have the
dollars to complete the project, don’t start
the project.”

Mr. Huegel said the recent problems in
the financial markets may cause “a tight-
ening of credit” and hamper the financing
of Fanwood capital projects.

“Fanwood especially is going to feel
the affects of it (economic slowdown)
going into next year,” Mr. Huegel said.
“We need to really strongly consider shar-
ing services and looking at those potential
savings by eliminating duplicative or ser-
vices that we share with the county and
Scotch Plains.”

Ms. Wheeler said the borough already
shares a tax collector with Scotch Plains,
is a member of the Westfield Regional
Health Department and shares public
works equipment with Scotch Plains.
Fanwood and Scotch Plains will share a
new equipment storage building on Terrill
Road. She said the borough would pursue
all shared-services possibilities. She said
the borough also saves money by em-
ploying a consultant engineer rather than
a full-time employee, thus saving money
on health benefits and pension costs.

The candidates said municipal court is
a possible area to share with another town.
Mr. Huegel said Peapack and Gladstone
have a combined court. Ms. Wheeler said
legislation in Trenton would reimburse
towns for additional security initiatives
implemented in its municipal court.

Westfield
Monday, September 15, Gary D. Lewis,

27, of Newark was arrested at the Newark
Police Department on a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and com-
mitted on default of $99 bail.

Wednesday, September 17, Brian
Green, 35, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield Municipal Court on outstand-
ing no-bail criminal warrants from
Westfield and the Warren County
Sheriff’s Office. He was transported to
the Union County jail.

Thursday, September 18, Nelson
Lemes, 24, of Linden was arrested on the
300 block of North Avenue, East, on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union,
Elizabeth and Cranford, with bail amounts
of $500, $580 and $190, respectively.
Lemes posted bail and was released, with
a court date to be set.

Thursday, September 18, Aida
Gonzalez, 22, of Rahway was arrested on
the 700 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Edison traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $165 bail.

Thursday, September 18, Kieyanah
Bortey, 24, of Newark was arrested on the
500 block of North Avenue, East, on an
outstanding Garwood traffic warrant for
$89. Bortey was released on her own
recognizance.

Friday, September 19, Andrew Sojka,
28, of Winfield was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $200 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 16, a realtor in-

specting a house in foreclosure on Locust
Avenue reported that someone broke into
the home by damaging a side door. Ac-
cording to police, the previous owner left
the majority of their belongings at the
residence and someone was or could have
been staying there in the past.

Wednesday, September 17, a resident
of Short Drive reported that someone
scratched his vehicle with a key while it
was parked in the street in front of his
house. According to police, the victim
allegedly witnessed a “scruffy looking”
white male in his late teens walk past the
vehicle and make a motion with his hand
that appeared to cause damage to the
vehicle.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, September 17, William

Bennett, 46, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.

Thursday, September 18, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone dam-

aged her mailbox valued at $70.
Thursday, September 18, a custodian

at the Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools reported that he observed an
individual littering. According to police,
when the custodian asked the individual
to pick up his trash, the suspect yelled
profanities at him and followed him around
the campus.

Friday, September 19, Terrell Will-
iams, 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop for a violation. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 19, Eugene
Freyman, 31, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
following a motor vehicle stop for a vio-
lation. According to police, he was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 19, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed a canvas bag
valued at approximately $100.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 16, Li A. Martinez,

38, of Cranford was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Ashworth Court. She was
processed and released.

Tuesday, September 16, Jaimee E.
McCoy, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding Watchung warrant. Accord-
ing to police, he was also charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) and drug paraphernalia af-
ter a subsequent search. McCoy was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Watchung
Police Department, authorities reported.

Saturday, September 20, Leroy U.
Henry, 49, of Westfield was arrested on
an outstanding Garwood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
Midway Avenue. He was processed and
released.

UNITED TO HELP…Jenny Jaruzelski, 2008 campaign chairwoman, left, and
David Foltz, president of the Board of Trustees, look forward to a successful
campaign during last Saturday’s kick-off event for the Westfield United Way’s
2008-2009 fund drive. The WUW seeks to raise $715,000 to support its 18 member
agencies this year.

Courtesy of Rosemary Griffith
FOX NEWS...This red fox is part of a family thriving in the wooded area near the
St. Helen’s Church parking lot in Westfield.

certificates or “green tags,” which are
traded as commodities.

The other option is for the borough
to enter into a Power Purchase Agree-
ment (PPA). Under this arrangement,
a private company would purchase
the panels and receive the tax benefits
and “green tags.” The company would
then sell energy back to the borough
at a contract rate lower than the power
company.

“Either way, the borough saves
money,” Mr. Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio said she would also
like to see if there are ways to reduce
the costs of powering streetlights in
the borough, saying they are respon-
sible for much of Garwood’s energy
bill. Mr. Sytko said a representative
from the company is willing to meet
with the council to discuss renewable
energy in more detail. Mr. Sytko will
also attend a Union County forum on
renewable energy in October.

Mr. Sytko described the solar panel
plans as in the “conceptual stages”
but said he would like to see the
borough move forward with them.

“The sooner we can get this done,
the more money we can save,” Mr.
Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio provided an update

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
Mr. Venes voted against the motion,
and Mr. Tinirella abstained.

The board discussed a variety of
changes to district policies. “Does it
matter?” asked Mr. Haggar when the
issue arose of replacing the title of
“Chief School Administrator” with
“Superintendent” in all the policy
documents. Mrs. Baubles said her
certification title is “School Adminis-
trator” (CSA). The board’s attorney
will review the matter.

The three-hour meeting was domi-
nated by presentations. Mrs. Baubles
discussed standardized test results,
and Thomas Conroy discussed the K-
5 language arts literacy curriculum.

Mrs. Baubles said the district’s
2007-2008 New Jersey Assessment
of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK)
standardized test results showed
strong proficiency in math and sci-
ence. When compared to other dis-
tricts, students scored consistently
above the District Factor Grouping,
coming in slightly above Berkeley
Heights and just behind New Provi-
dence in several categories. Mrs.
Baubles said there was room for im-
provement in the area of Language
Arts Literacy (LAL) and said “trying
to get kids to comprehend more” was
a goal this school year.

Board member Carolyn Williams
asked whether a double reading pe-
riod for middle school students like
those provided to earlier grades would
help improve LAL results. Mrs.
Baubles said that it was worthy of
consideration but that it would be “a
bit of a scheduling challenge and re-
quire a lot of planning and resources.”

In summary, Mrs. Baubles said,
“everything is moving in the correct
direction. We do need to take a mo-
ment and recognize how well our
students have performed.”

Mr. Conroy, supervisor of curricu-
lum and instruction, discussed the K-
5 language arts literacy curriculum.
He said components like shared inter-
active writing “give [students] the op-
portunity to share their experiences
and things that are meaningful to
them.” Speaking of best practices,
Mr. Conroy said, “Children need to
be able to take charge and take re-
sponsibility for their learning.”

“How do we follow up to make sure

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside BOE
regarding grant funding for a consult-
ant to explore shared or consolidated
services, saying many of the grants
require towns to join with a partner
municipality before applying. The
borough finance committee will meet
to discuss the next step regarding the
consultant and merged or shared ser-
vices.

“We are going to look at every-
thing,” Ms. Villaggio said. “But in my
opinion, nothing that will affect the
health, safety and welfare of our resi-
dents, which is the most important
thing.”

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance to amend part of
the borough code regarding massage
parlors.

“It’s just making the massage par-
lor ordinance conform with the DCA
[Department of Community Affairs]
regulations,” Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma said.

There will be a public hearing re-
garding the ordinance during the
council’s next meeting on Tuesday,
October 14.

Ms. Villaggio ran Tuesday night’s
meeting as Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
and Councilmen Keith Sluka and
William Schadewald were excused.

we are following the curriculum?”
asked Mr. Haggar in seeking how
teachers were responding.

“Teachers are a funny bunch of
squirrels,” Mr. Conroy said. “We have
to trust,” he added, after conceding
that, “Some of us have a little bit of a
problem giving up control.” The staff
is “administratively trying to be as
supportive as possible. We have made
a much more consistent effort this
year,” Mr. Conroy said.

Mr. Conroy said the district partici-
pated in a “Digital Story Telling
Project,” which can be accessed on
NJN’s website. Mountainside stu-
dents share their thoughts on issues
like how they get to school in the
morning.

Mr. Conroy provided an overview
of the K-4 health program that fo-
cuses on human growth, development
and nutrition. It teaches students how
the body works and the importance of
staying healthy and eating right.

Mrs. Baubles summarized the
district’s violence and vandalism re-
port for 2007-2008, which was sub-
mitted to the New Jersey Department
of Education. The district reported 15
incidents all of which occurred at the
Deerfield School — 14 of 15 were
violence-related. Of those, nine were
classified as simple assaults and five
as bullying. Mrs. Baubles said that
2.5 percent of the students in the
district were involved.

The next public meeting of the
Mountainside BOE will be take place
at the Beechwood School on Tues-
day, October 14, at 7:30 p.m.

said, “Now that I’m on the outside, I
enjoy my trips downtown without hav-
ing to think about how all the details got
that way.” Andy Wasserman, mayoral
liaison to the DWC, expressed the
mayor’s thanks to Mr. Martone. Coun-
cilman Frank Arena said, “Thank you
on behalf of the council.”

Town administrator Jim Gildea said
to Mr. Martone, “It was a pleasure
serving with you.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ENERGY UNDERGROUND...East Broad Street in downtown Westfield is closed
last Thursday between Central Avenue and Elm Street as Public Service Electric
and Gas installs a new 500 KVA electric transformer undreground to upgrade the
service in town.

WF BOE Brainstorms Methods
To Assess Curriculum and Programs

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Brainstorming was
the focus of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation informal workshop held Tuesday
night. The evening was spent discussing
one of the district’s four goals, which is to
develop and implement a model to assess
curriculum and program services.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said the meeting helped to summa-
rize the objectives of the board and under-
stand each member’s expectation.

Barbara Ball, director of human re-
sources, made notations of items board
members would like to assess.

The need to evaluate the Leaps and
Bounds program for autistic children was
discussed. There are two classes, one at
Lincoln School and another at Wilson
School. “It’s exponentially increasing,”
said Theodore Kozlik of the number of
children in the program, noting other dis-
tricts are dealing with the same issue.

The board discussed student achieve-
ment, satisfaction, cost benefit, timeline,
relevance to graduation, college admis-
sions, post secondary school life, quality
of life, social needs, safety, welfare and
wellness, community awareness and val-
ues, future impact, impact of status quo,
research, compliance, development, lead-
ership and character.

Members discussed state and district
test scores, student movement from level
to level, teacher input, parent observa-
tion, student observation, grades and costs.

Board member Gary McCready asked,
“Is the cost worth the achievement?” when
looking into student achievement assess-

ment methods as well as to make sure the
data is meaningful.

Cost benefits of staff, state restrictions,
space, tuition, technology, contract ser-
vices, number of students, human aspect,
transportation, training and materials were
mentioned.

During the summer, the board devised
the following goals:

For the district – to prepare all Westfield
students to meet or exceed new state
standards; to develop and implement a
model to assess curriculum and program
services (tonight’s agenda); to investi-
gate additional revenue sources and to
provide balanced enrollment for interme-
diate students beginning September 2009.

For the board – to develop a common
understanding of how to measure success
of our programs and curriculum by Octo-
ber 1; to begin the process of developing
a strategic plan and to complete a board
self evaluation (which was completed).

Ms. Ball asked board members to
come up with items they would like to
pass through the assessment model. In
addition to Leaps and Bounds, areas
mentioned were: curriculum; gifted and
talented program; Sitton spelling; in-
class support; humanities; extra cur-
ricula activities; eighth grade sports;
computer software; advanced place-
ment; technology; middle school team-
ing; achievement gap and high school
programs such as science and practical
arts.

The board should “see what other [dis-
tricts] are offering,” board member Anne
Riegel said of the high school. “I feel like
times change and we need to make sure
we are offering the best.”
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Wheeler, Huegel Discuss
Taxes, Shared Services
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough Council
President Joan Wheeler and new-
comer Russell Huegel, the Demo-
cratic candidates for borough coun-
cil, discussed the municipal and capi-
tal budgets, shared services and other
campaign issues during an interview
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Friday.

Ms. Wheeler is completing her third
year on council. She has been a regis-
tered nurse for 50 years with the past
36 years spent in healthcare adminis-
tration. She is currently deputy ad-
ministrator at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights.

If elected to a second term, Ms.
Wheeler said she would like to focus
on bringing affordable senior hous-
ing to Fanwood.

“We are almost 90 percent devel-
oped. So, to find a location where we
might be able to locate affordable
senior housing is going to be the
challenge as will be the challenge of
its financing,” Ms. Wheeler said.

She said she knows of seniors in
the borough that are “very much in
need of assistance in that area.”

Mr. Huegel, an attorney, is a former
municipal prosecutor in Secaucus and
was an attorney for Morgan Stanley
during the previous financial crisis
on Wall Street in 2001.

He was president of his condo-
minium association in Union, a non-
profit with a one-million-dollar bud-
get.

“I’m new to the political practice,
but I think I have a variety of experi-
ence that could help [Fanwood],” Mr.
Huegel said. He has replaced Coun-
cilman Bruce Walsh on the Demo-
cratic ticket after Mr. Walsh opted not
to seek re-election.

In terms of Fanwood’s redevelop-
ment projects, Ms. Wheeler said the
project at 222 South Avenue, corner
of Second and South Avenues, owned
by Michael Marcovecchio, is looking
to place a restaurant on the bottom
floor. The building at 234 South Av-
enue, owned by Jeffrey and Helen
Ling, owner of Enchantments, is 90
percent occupied. A third building,
the previous home of the Internet
Lounge and a barbershop, has been
sold to a Westfield developer and will
be replaced by a new, mixed-use build-
ing.

“So we will be moving forward and
you will see all of South Avenue on
the block redeveloped for families
and retail space,” Ms. Wheeler said.

The candidates were then ques-
tioned on this year’s $8.4-million
budget, $5.3 million of which will be
supported by local property taxes, a
16 percent increase over 2007. The
borough has 64 full-time and 10 part-
time employees.

Noting the tax increase of $738,000,
Ms. Wheeler said that number was
actually reduced from $1,338,000, a
$600,000 reduction. She called that
“remarkable for a town our size.”

Ms. Wheeler and Mr. Huegel were
asked specifically on whether the
borough has over-relied on funding
from the state’s extraordinary aid pro-
gram. Fanwood has received $1.1
million from the program over the
last three years, including $425,000
this year.

“We have looked at what will hap-
pen if we don’t receive that extraordi-
nary aid. And the likelihood is that we
will not,” Ms. Wheeler said.

Both candidates said the borough’s
budget only represents 20 percent
of Fanwood’s taxes, with the school

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE AIR...Fanwood Council Democratic candidates provide a videotaped
interview last Friday at the newspaper office discussing their views for the voters’
consideration in the November 4 election. Pictured, left to right, are: editor Paul
Peyton, councilwoman Joan Wheeler and Russell Huegel. The interview can be
viewed at goleader.com/08election.

KOREAN VETERANS...Don Wussler, right, recently accepted a donation to-
ward the Korean War Veterans Memorial Clock planned for the town hall in
Scotch Plains. A donation of $250 from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary was
presented by Dwight Leeper, left, and Club President Janet Strunk. Rotarian
Dick Dobyns, not pictured, provided a matching gift to support the clock. For
more information, call Blanchard Hiatt at (908) 233-9194.

New County Task Force to Target
Rise in Unsolved Homicides

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Flanked by
local police chiefs, Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow an-
nounced on Thursday the formation
of a special homicide task force to
combat the rate of unsolved murders
in his jurisdiction.

“What I decided to do is to take
control and supervise all homicides
in Union County,” Mr. Romankow
said. “It’s not going to be the respon-
sibility of the towns anymore. It’s
going to be me. It’s going to be my
office, so they can point the finger to
me later on.”

Mr. Romankow said that the task

force was formed as a result of the
recent rise in unsolved homicides in
Union County, and is modeled after a
similar program in Hudson County
that has resulted in a solved rate of 90
percent for homicides in that county.

According to statistics provided by
the prosecutor’s office, there were 14
homicides in the county as of June
15, eight of which remain unsolved.
Overall, 54 of the 160 homicides (34
percent) in the county since 2003 are
presently unsolved. The task force,
made up of police officers from
throughout the county, as well as
members of the prosecutor’s office,
will handle all new and unresolved
homicides in the county.

“These people are gone,” Mr.
Romankow said. “They had no one to
stand up for them. So, we’re going to
give it to them.”

Mr. Romankow blamed the in-
creased murder rate on gang activity,
estimating that 40 percent of the ho-
micides in the county are gang re-
lated, compared with 20 percent state-
wide. Gang activity has also spread to
suburban portions of the county, with
the prosecutor’s office’s statistics
showing three gang members reside
in Westfield, two in Fanwood, two in
Garwood and eight in Scotch Plains.

Part of the impetus for the program
was the success of a gang-targeting
task force in Plainfield, which re-
sulted in the arrests of two major
gangs.

“It was a very enlightening mo-
ment when I saw that finally the sta-
tistics showed that homicides were
down, that the unsolved homicides
were down and that the number of
gang bangers were up, gang bangers
that we could target,” Mr. Romankow
said. “So, I thought ‘well if it works in
Plainfield, why can’t it work in Union
County?’”

Mr. Romankow said that police
chiefs from Linden, Hillside,
Plainfield, Union, Scotch Plains and
the Union County Police have so far
pledged officers to serve on the task
force, while other departments in the
county have offered their support as
well.

Mr. Romankow said that Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage and the city’s
police department had “refused” to
participate in the task force when he
approached them and that he said the
administration was “ignoring” the
city’s “serious problem” with gangs.
More than 84 homicides have oc-
curred in Elizabeth over the last six
years. Sixty-five percent of the un-
solved homicide cases in the county
are from Elizabeth.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Hears Support
For JV  Lacrosse Team

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Principal David Heisey
came before the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
at its agenda meeting last Wednesday
night “to verify that there is a very
strong, and very large, number of [the
district’s] students interested in play-
ing lacrosse.”

Mr. Heisey, along with SPFHS
Assistant Principal for Athletics, Rob
Harmer, recommended that the board
adopt both a male and female la-
crosse team and expressed their hopes
that, if approved by board officials,
the district could put the teams on the
field this school year, spring 2009,
competing at a junior varsity level.

Mr. Harmer said that there are
nearly 260 students in the district
(grades 3 to 8) who are “going to
other towns to play.” He said the only
potential challenges in building this
type of team would be student par-
ticipation and facilities, but expressed
that he did not see either as being an
issue because of SPFHS’ “beautiful
new turf fields” and the fact that en-
rollment numbers of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Lacrosse
Club reflect that, “we can put a team
on the field that would be very com-
petitive.”

A representative from the SP-F
Lacrosse Club was present at the
meeting.

The BOE are scheduled to vote on
this issue during tonight’s, Septem-
ber 24, public meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes reported on the opening of
the 2008-2009 school year. She said
as of Wednesday, September 17, total
enrollment for the district was 5,497
students. SPFHS had an enrollment
of 1,465 students; Terrill Middle
School, 848; Park Middle School,
825; School One, 389; McGinn, 472;
Evergreen, 403; Coles, 520; Brunner,
460. Enrollment for students placed
out of district or bedside totaled 115.

Official state enrollment numbers
will be announced in October.

Superintendent Hayes commended
the work accomplished at the district’s
schools over the summer, including
the completion of the turfing project
at the high school and the repaving of
its parking lot. She also congratu-
lated those who worked on the modu-
lar classrooms at Terrill Middle

School.
District improvement was not all

physical. The superintendent also an-
nounced that this summer 180 teach-
ers enrolled in professional develop-
ment workshops. During the district’s
New Teacher Orientation, she said
the SP-F educational community
welcomed 50 new professionals to its
staff.

Mr. Heisey also attended the meet-
ing to report that the high school’s
Middle States Association (MSA) ac-
creditation has been renewed until
2015, a period of seven years, and it
has met all of the 12 required MSA
standards.

“[Being accredited by] Middle
States is an external validation of the
strength of our district,” Superinten-
dent Hayes said.

A validation team composed a list
of growth objectives for the high
school to complete prior to the next
accreditation process. Mr. Heisey read
the proposed objectives related to
academic achievement, which were
“a 10 percentage point increase in the
percentage of students scoring in the
Advanced Proficient range on the New
Jersey High School Proficiency As-
sessment [HSPA],” he said, “an 8
percentage point decrease in the per-
cent of students scoring partially pro-
ficient on the HSPA,” and “a 20 per-
cent point increase in the percentage
of students scoring equal to or sur-
passing the New Jersey State mean
on the SAT Writing Test.”

Proposed objectives related to stu-
dent engagement in school include “a
20 percent reduction in the percent-
age of students that arrive late to
school,” he said, a “400 percent in-
crease in the percentage of students
participating in the Senior Project
Experience,” and a “20 percent re-
duction in the percent of students
being suspended from school.”

Recommendations for the district
in the area of Student Services in-
cluded a concern regarding the high
school’s 280 student per counselor
ratio. The American School Counse-
lor Association recommends 250 stu-
dents per counselor.

Facility matters to be improved
upon include outdated and under-
equipped science labs and heating
and ventilation in the high school’s
Riegel Wing.

Mr. Heisey said many of the rec-
ommendations “have been addressed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council, Former Officials Praise
Retired Township Manager Atkins

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council, several past mayors and
council members, and others paid
tribute on Tuesday night to Thomas
Atkins, who retired last month after
28 years as township manager.

Mayor Martin Marks said that “one
word comes to mind” when he thought
of Mr. Atkins: “Integrity.” He com-
mended Mr. Atkins for staying “apo-
litical, while remaining keenly aware
of the politics in this town.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss told
Mr. Atkins he had “gained enormous

respect for the job [of township man-
ager] and your involvement in the
town.”  Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said Mr. Atkins “exempli-
fies what Scotch Plains is all about,”
and told him that he was leaving “an
important legacy.” Councilman Kevin
Glover thanked Mr. Atkins for his
“lifetime commitment to our com-
munity.”

Former Mayor William
McClintock, who served on the coun-
cil from 1991-2000, said Mr. Atkins
“always put the town ahead of any-
thing else,” while former Mayor Joan
Papen, who was a council member
from 1982-1998, called Mr. Atkins
“one of the hardest-working people I
know.”

Alice Agran, who was mayor when
the 1980 council hired Mr. Atkins as
township manager, called that deci-
sion “the best thing my council ever
did.”

Another former mayor, Robert
Johnston, said he always appreciated
that Mr. Atkins was straightforward
with him on any matter. “This town-
ship is eternally grateful for your
caring and wanting to make Scotch
Plains the best it can be,” he told Mr.
Atkins.

Former Deputy Mayor Frank Rossi
said Mr. Atkins “always impressed
me with his integrity, honesty, can-
didness and passion for Scotch
Plains.”

Lori Klein, Mayor Martin Marks’
wife, joked that there was “not a
better person I’d want my husband to
spend every Tuesday night with.”
Other township officials lauded Mr.
Atkins’ service, with township attor-
ney Brian Levine noting Mr. Atkins’
“love and concern for the town.”

Mr. Levine also said Mr. Atkins
“didn’t hold a grudge,” recounting
how he, as a private citizen and new
resident, had publicly criticized, in
Mr. Atkins’ presence, a salary in-
crease for Mr. Atkins at a budget
hearing in the late 1990’s.

“Tom never held that against me,”
said Mr. Levine, who went on to serve
as municipal prosecutor, municipal
judge and then township attorney.

In remarks that lasted 40 minutes,
Mr. Atkins said it was “impossible for
me to express my appreciation to the
residents of Scotch Plains, the town I
grew up in.”  He said it was “a special
thing to be manager of the town you
grew up in. Very, very few get that
chance.”

Mr. Atkins thanked and com-
mended a roster full of township em-
ployees, departments and other enti-
ties, many of whom he had hired and
staffed over the years. He said, “We
have the most wonderful fire depart-
ment and our rescue squad is the tops
in the state.” He lauded the recreation
commission, specifically its chair-
man, Ed Zazzali. He called Ed Evans,
the long-time chairman of the senior
housing corporation, “maybe the top
volunteer” in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Atkins thanked department
heads by name, including Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Lori Majeski, who he
called “one of the top 10 CFOs in
New Jersey,” Parks and Recreation
Director Ray Poerio, who he com-
mended for his “energy, enthusiasm,
exuberance and vitality,” and Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis, who he de-
scribed as “steady, consistent and
dependable.”

Mr. Atkins called Police Chief Brian
Mahoney “a fine leader” while de-
scribing Library Director Meg Kolaya
as “energetic, innovative, hard-work-
ing and progressive.” He said Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta was “never
afraid to do what was best for Scotch
Plains.” He praised Madelyn
Rutkowski, his executive assistant,
and Toni Rollis for doing “a master-
ful job” in running the administrative
offices.

Mr. Atkins also praised Mr. Levine,
Township Clerk Barbara Riepe and
Public Works Director Kevin Ward.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Junior Co-
Captain, Joe D’Annunzio, receives the honor of cutting the ribbon for the
dedication of the high school’s new soccer turf field prior to the soccer game with
Kinnelon on September 12.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARLEY’S ANGELS...Thousands of Rolling Thunder motorcycle riders gathered in Warinanco Park in Roselle Sunday
and drove to the New Jersey Vietnam Memorial in Holmdel showing support for POWs and MIAs. The annual event, called
Ride for Freedom, attracts many spectators and well-wishers enroute and along the Parkway as they receive police escort.
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system and county accounting for
the remaining 80 percent. Ms.
Wheeler said only 20 percent of the
municipal budget is discretionary,
with the remainder of the budget
mandates from the state, pensions
fund, municipal library and munici-
pal court.

“So we are looking at a very small
portion of the total budget, which we
can control. And that’s what we have
been doing is controlling that portion
which we can,” she said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough’s
pension obligations increased
$126,000 to $464,000 this year, a 25
percent increase over 2007. “And it’s
going to continue to escalate at that
rate,” she said.

Mr. Huegel said he thinks the bor-
ough council has done a good job in
keeping spending in check.

“Spending has pretty much re-
mained flat over the last two or three
years for the municipal budgets in
Fanwood (excluding mandated
costs),” he said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough has
cancelled all but state-funded capital
projects this year. “There are realities
of financing,” she said. “If you don’t
have the dollars to complete the
project, don’t start the project.”

Mr. Huegel said the recent prob-
lems in the financial markets may
cause “a tightening of credit” and
hamper the financing of Fanwood
capital projects.

“Fanwood especially is going to
feel the effects of it (economic slow-
down) going into next year,” Mr.
Huegel said. “We need to really
strongly consider sharing services and
looking at those potential savings by
eliminating duplicative or services
that we share with the county and
Scotch Plains.”

Ms. Wheeler said the borough al-
ready shares a tax collector with
Scotch Plains, is a member of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment and shares public works equip-
ment with Scotch Plains. Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will share a new
equipment storage building on Terrill
Road. She said the borough would
pursue all shared services possibili-
ties. She said the borough also saves
money by employing a consultant
engineer rather than a full-time em-
ployee, thus saving money on health
benefits and pension costs.

The candidates said municipal court
is another possible area to share with
another town. Mr. Huegel said
Peapack and Gladstone have a com-
bined court. Ms. Wheeler said legis-
lation in Trenton would reimburse
towns like Fanwood for additional
security initiatives implemented in
its municipal court.

For the complete interview, see
goleader.com/videos.

Ashbrook to Present
Vendor Fair Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center  will host a Vendor Fair
this Saturday, September 27, from
noon to 4 p.m. The public is invited.

Thirty-five vendors, along with
food and three live bands, will be
featured. Proceeds from the event will
go directly toward improving the lives
of the nursing home residents.

For more information, call (908)
380-7824. TheAshbrook Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center is located
at 1610 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Romankow said that although
Elizabeth Police Department will not
participate directly in the task force,
he does not foresee any problems
with cooperation between his depart-
ment and officers in Elizabeth.

“The [Elizabeth] officers are fine,
they work well with our people,” Mr.
Romankow said. “But the mayor is
the one who makes the final decision
about whether or not they’re to be
part of the task force. And it’s wrong.”

When contacted by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Bill Reyes,
public information officer for Eliza-
beth, said Mr. Romankow’s statement
that the administration is ignoring
gang activity was incorrect, citing the
city’s participation in gang preven-
tion and anti-violence youth pro-
grams.

“For him to say it’s being ignored is
not correct,” Mr. Reyes said. “If he
knew a little bit about Elizabeth and
our efforts, he would not say it’s be-
ing ignored.”

In a prepared statement, Mayor
Bollwage placed a share of the blame
for the rate of unsolved murders on
the prosecutor’s office.

“All local police departments take
direction from the prosecutor’s in-
vestigation team,” wrote Mr.
Bollwage. “Therefore, the
prosecutor’s office should look in the
mirror before accusing other agen-
cies of high unsolved homicide rates.”

Mr. Reyes said the city’s police
department is more familiar with
Elizabeth’s neighborhoods and resi-
dents than police from other jurisdic-
tions. Nevertheless, Mayor Bollwage
and Mr. Reyes said the city’s officers
would cooperate with members of
the task force.

“Obviously, we want it to work
because it’s about solving homicides,”
Mr. Reyes said.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau called the task force “a great
idea,” saying that many municipal
police departments do not have expe-
rience dealing with homicides.

“Fortunately, we’ve had very few
homicides, and as a result our officers
aren’t really trained in them,” Chief
Parizeau said. “To have the Union
County prosecutor’s expertise and
their officers would be an asset to us.”

Chief Parizeau said he would like
to assign an officer to the task force
but would focus on addressing other
needs at the present time. Chief
Parizeau said that Westfield currently
has the fewest officers per capita of
any town in Union County, with 1.94
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Union County Task Force
Targets Rise in Murders

officers per 1,000 residents.
“Right now, I don’t have the man-

power to send somebody,” Chief
Parizeau said. “I’m still looking to
put someone in the high school as a
resource officer.”

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant
Brian Donnelly said that Chief Brian
Mahoney and the department “are
fully supporting the prosecutor’s en-
deavor.”

 “Homicide is the most egregious
crime we have, and the feeling is
none should go unsolved,” Lieuten-
ant Donnelly said.

Lieutenant Donnelly said that Of-
ficer Jason Everitt, a patrolman who
has been with the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department for six years, was
assigned to the task force.

 “We fully support it,” Lieutenant
Donnelly said. “It doesn’t only ben-
efit all the citizens of Union County,
Scotch Plains citizens will benefit.
Officer Everitt will come back here a
better trained officer.”

Lieutenant Donnelly also said that
the department is “proactive” and
works closely with the school system
to monitor any potential gang activity.

“Scotch Plains is a very nice town,
but are there gang members? Yes,”
Lieutenant Donnelly said. “You can’t
have a blind eye, they’re in every town
in America. Is it a major problem that
citizens have to worry about? No.”

Officers will commit to the task
force for one year. Mr. Romankow
said the county would handle all over-
time payments for the officers as-
signed to the task force and will pro-
vide vehicles and equipment. Offic-
ers will also receive an additional
week of specialized training geared
toward homicide investigations.

“The chiefs, by sending their people
here, are going to have a detective
when he or she goes back that’s well
trained,” Mr. Romankow said. “And
they understand that, so it benefits
everyone by doing this.”

Mr. Romankow said that the task
force will be staffed 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, and that officers
have already begun investigating
some of the county’s unresolved ho-
micides and “cold cases.” Mr.
Romankow said he hopes the new
task force will be able to cut the
county’s unsolved rate significantly.

“I’d like to get that unsolved rate
down at least somewhere around 10
percent,” said Mr. Romankow. “I don’t
see any reason from this point for-
ward why we can’t hit this and reach
that figure.”

and will be addressed.”
Board President Trip Whitehouse

acknowledged that such a report of-
ten focuses on what needs to be im-
proved, and said the full-length re-
port has numerous compliments and
successes that are not often shared.
He specifically pointed out that in the
full accreditation report, the district’s
“attention to safety” was one of its
“strongest areas.”

Also during the meeting, board
member Donald Parisi said that the
board’s finance committee has dis-
cussed energy and fuel costs, and
what type of “short-term investments”
would “save money in the long term.”
Board member Nancy Bauer sug-
gested the district ask students for
suggestions on different ways to make
the schools more “green,” calling it a
“wonderful way to involve our stu-
dents and teachers.”

“Educational facilities should be a
leader, not a follower,” Mr. Parisi said
in agreement.
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Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOCUSED ON HOMICIDES…Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow, along
with police chiefs from throughout Union County, announces the formation of a
homicide task force, which will investigate any suspicious deaths and unresolved
homicides in the county.

Businessman Charged With
Sex Crimes Against Minors
FANWOOD — A Fanwood busi-

ness owner was arrested over the
weekend and charged with multiple
counts of sex crimes against minors
following a six-month investigation,
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has announced.

Lee Marks, 55, of Fanwood was
charged on September 19 with sec-
ond degree sexual assault, third de-
gree aggravated criminal sexual con-
tact, third degree endangering the
welfare of a child and multiple acts of
lewdness, a disorderly persons of-
fense.

In all, seven counts were signed

against Marks, said Mr. Romankow.
The charges concern four victims
under the age of 16.

Union County Superior Court
Judge Douglas Fasciale set the
defendant’s bail at $150,000, authori-
ties said.

An Internet search shows Marks is
president and owner of Laser Design,
Inc., a home-based business he started
out of his garage in 1988.

Anyone having information related
to this investigation is urged to call
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard
Trigo at (908) 322-5000, extension
no. 117.

Asm. Cryan Speaks
To Fanwood Dems

FANWOOD – Assemblyman Joe
Cryan of Union, chairman of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, spoke to party
faithfuls who gathered at the Sun Tav-
ern in Fanwood on September 15 to
support the re-election of Council Presi-
dent Joan Wheeler and the election of
Russ Huegel to the Fanwood Borough
Council on Election Day, November 4.

Other speakers at the fundraiser in-
cluded Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and representatives from the Linda
Stender for Congress and Barack
Obama for President campaigns. For
more information, see
fanwooddems.com or call (908) 789-
7577.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAN’S BEST FRIEND...Beautiful dogs were on display during Fanny Wood Day
on Sunday, courtesy of the Siberian Husky Rescue organization.

Freeholder Candidates
Forum on Tap Oct. 15
CRANFORD – Union County Free-

holder Candidates Night will be held
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 15,
in the Cranford Municipal Building,
located at 8 Springfield Avenue. The
public is invited and may submit writ-
ten questions of the candidates. Three
seats on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders are open this year,
all for three-year terms.

The candidates are Democrats An-
gel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proc-
tor of Rahway and Nancy Ward of
Linden, and Republicans Michael
Yakubov of Roselle Park, John
Russitano of Westfield and Joseph
Franchino of Berkeley Heights. The
program, sponsored by the League of
Women Voters, will be taped and is
expected to be shown on public ac-
cess television channels at a later
date. For more information, call (908)
925-9784 or (908) 687-4285 or see
lwvnj.org.

Westfield
Monday, September 15, Gary D.

Lewis, 27, of Newark was arrested at
the Newark Police Department on a
Westfield traffic warrant. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and committed
on default of $99 bail.

Wednesday, September 17, Brian
Green, 35, of Plainfield was arrested
at Westfield Municipal Court on out-
standing no-bail criminal warrants
from Westfield and the Warren County
Sheriff’s Office. He was transported
to the Union County jail.

Thursday, September 18, Nelson
Lemes, 24, of Linden was arrested on
the 300 block of North Avenue, East,
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Union, Elizabeth and Cranford, with
bail amounts of $500, $580 and $190,
respectively. Lemes posted bail and
was released, with a court date to be
set.

Thursday, September 18, Aida
Gonzalez, 22, of Rahway was ar-
rested on the 700 block of Central
Avenue on an outstanding Edison traf-
fic warrant. She was released after
posting $165 bail.

Thursday, September 18, Kieyanah
Bortey, 24, of Newark was arrested
on the 500 block of North Avenue,
East, on an outstanding Garwood traf-
fic warrant for $89. Bortey was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Friday, September 19, Andrew Sojka,
28, of Winfield was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $200 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 16, a realtor

inspecting a house in foreclosure on
Locust Avenue reported that some-
one broke into the home by damaging
a side door. According to police, the
previous owner left the majority of
their belongings at the residence and
someone was or could have been stay-
ing there in the past.

Wednesday, September 17, a resi-
dent of Short Drive reported that some-
one scratched his vehicle with a key
while it was parked in the street in front
of his house. According to police, the
victim allegedly witnessed a “scruffy
looking” white male in his late teens
walk past the vehicle and make a mo-
tion with his hand that appeared to
cause damage to the vehicle.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, September 17, Will-

iam Bennett, 46, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, September 18, a resi-
dent of Terrill Road reported that
someone damaged her mailbox val-
ued at $70.

Thursday, September 18, a custo-
dian at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools reported that he

observed an individual littering. Ac-
cording to police, when the custodian
asked the individual to pick up his
trash, the suspect yelled profanities at
him and followed him around the
campus.

Friday, September 19, Terrell Wil-
liams, 23, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop for a viola-
tion. He was processed and released.

Friday, September 19, Eugene
Freyman, 31, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) following a motor vehicle stop
for a violation. According to police,
he was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Friday, September 19, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone en-
tered his vehicle and removed a can-
vas bag valued at approximately $100.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 16, Li A.

Martinez, 38, of Cranford was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Ashworth Court. She was processed
and released.

Tuesday, September 16, Jaimee E.
McCoy, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding Watchung warrant. Ac-
cording to police, he was also charged
with possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) and drug
paraphernalia after a subsequent
search. McCoy was processed and
turned over to the Watchung Police
Department, authorities reported.

Saturday, September 20, Leroy U.
Henry, 49, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of Midway Avenue. He was
processed and released.

BOE Details Installation
Of Trailers at Terrill School

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board on Mon-
day heard a brief presentation on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s temporary installation of
four modular classroom trailers at
Terrill Middle School. No formal ac-
tion was required by the board.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi said the trailers are
needed due to increased enrollment
at both Terrill and Park middle
schools. He said the board will con-
tinue to monitor enrollment levels
and, if necessary, the trailers may
have to be made permanent several
years from now.

“The [enrollment] bulge that was
in the elementary schools is now
moving into the middle schools,” Mr.
Del Sordi said. He said when the
bulge moves into the high school early
in the next decade, it might be pos-
sible to avoid temporary classroom
trailers because of some unutilized
space in the building that could be
reconfigured into additional class-
rooms.

He also gave a brief overview of
general enrollment trends in the dis-

trict, saying that since the beginning
of this decade, overall enrollment in
the district has jumped by more than
800 students, to about 5,400 at present,
with projections that this number will
grow to about 5,800 to 5,900.

Mr. Del Sordi said elementary
school enrollment has “stabilized,”
with some 400 students moving into
middle schools. All but two elemen-
tary schools are “full,” he stated.

Park Middle School presently has
about 815 students, while Terrill has
about 830 students while Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School has
about 1,450 students, about 150 short
of the level where space might be-
come a problem.

In other business, the board was
informed that D. Villane Construction
is appealing the board’s failure to ap-
prove its application to build a two-
story office building on South Avenue.

 In June, the board deadlocked on a
3-3 vote on whether to approve the
construction of a 1,580-square-foot
building at the corner of South Av-
enue and New Jersey Avenue to house
Villane’s offices and a meeting room
for clients.

The board’s next meeting will be
on Monday, October 27.

Mr. Atkins wished Councilman
Glover “the best of luck in all you do”
and told Councilman Strauss that
he“can’t begin to describe the respect
I have for you as a member of the
council.” He said Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, who was absent from
Tuesday’s meeting, “loves and cares
for Scotch Plains.”

Mr. Atkins said it would be “hardest
to say goodbye” to Mayor Marks and
Mrs. Coronato. He said Mrs. Coronato
put forth “100 percent effort all the
time” and urged the township to “tap
her knowledge and experience” after
she leaves the council in January.

Mr. Atkins joked that Mr. Marks’
biggest mistake in his nine years as
mayor was that “he has made being
mayor look too easy.”

He lauded the mayor for having
“so much talent and ability” and, like
with Mrs. Coronato, he urged the
township to “tap the mayor’s knowl-
edge and experience” after his tenure
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Final Farewell to Atkins
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Wheeler, Huegel Discuss
FW Taxes, Shared Services

on the council ends in January.
At the close of his remarks, Mr.

Atkins received a standing ovation
from the audience and the council.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance that will dedicate
traffic lanes at two Martine Avenue
intersections to drivers making right
turns. The northbound intersection
with West Broad Street will have its
right lane dedicated to right turns only,
while the southbound intersection with
Cooper Road will have its right lane
dedicated to right turns only.

A resolution was approved releas-
ing $13,500 in funds to the I.T. Verdon
Co. for the purchase of a clock to be
placed in front of the municipal build-
ing in honor and memory of Korean
War veterans. The clock is expected to
be dedicated on Veterans Day, No-
vember 11. The mayor also issued a
proclamation declaring September to
be Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month.

Lance Opposes Hikes
In Pike, Parkway Tolls
AREA — In response to reports

that Governor Jon Corzine will in-
crease tolls by 110 percent on the
Garden State Parkway and the New
Jersey Turnpike, Seventh Congres-
sional District Republican candidate
Leonard Lance has issued the follow-
ing statement:

“Today we learn that New
Jerseyans will once again be asked
to open their wallets and pay more
taxes via sharp increases in tolls on
the Parkway and the Turnpike.
Enough is enough. The tax-and-
spend fiscal policies of Governor
Corzine and (Seventh Congressional
District Democratic candidate Linda
Stender) have brought upon this state
record state debt and the highest tax
burden in the country.

“I oppose this toll hike plan and
call on my opponent Linda Stender to
do the same. I am the only candidate
running for Congress who will bring
change and fiscal responsibility to
the Garden State.”

Garwood Council Explores
Renewable Energy Options

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council
President and Finance Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio Tuesday night re-
iterated her call of last month in say-
ing that the borough must look for
long-term ways to cut operating costs
and increase revenue.

“It is important that we start now
looking to the future, to 2009 and
2010,” Ms. Villaggio said.

One cost-saving possibility the bor-
ough is exploring is the use of solar
panels on the roof of municipal build-
ings to generate power. Councilmen
Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano, along with officials from
Westfield and Fanwood, recently met
with a consultant from Eco Kinetics,
a renewable energy company.

According to Mr. Sytko’s build-
ings and grounds committee report,
the borough has two main ways it
could use solar panels. If Garwood
were to purchase panels itself, it would
cost approximately $1.5 million. Al-
though the initial cost is high, Mr.
Sytko said the panels should pay for
themselves after five years and begin
turning a profit.

“We’d have to spend more money
up front and see more money in the
long run,” Mr. Sytko said.

Mr. Sytko said there are tax rebates
for purchasing solar panels and, al-
though the state is currently only fund-
ing solar projects already underway,
he hopes funding would be available
if and when Garwood goes through
with a plan. Even without the state tax
incentives, Mr. Sytko said, the bor-
ough would have a lower energy bill
and be entitled to renewable energy
certificates, or “green tags,” which
are traded as commodities.

The other option is for the borough
to enter into a Power Purchase Agree-

ment (PPA). Under this arrangement,
a private company would purchase
the panels and receive the tax benefits
and “green tags.” The company would
then sell energy back to the borough
at a contract rate lower than the power
company.

“Either way, the borough saves
money,” Mr. Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio said she would also
like to see if there are ways to reduce
the costs of powering streetlights in
the borough, saying they are respon-
sible for much of Garwood’s energy
bill. Mr. Sytko said a representative
from Eco Kinetics is willing to meet
with the council to discuss renewable
energy in more detail. Mr. Sytko will
also attend a Union County forum on
renewable energy in October.

Mr. Sytko described the solar panel
plans as in the “conceptual stages,”
but said he would like to see the
borough move forward with them.

“The sooner we can get this done,
the more money we can save,” Mr.
Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio ran Tuesday night’s
meeting as Mayor Dennis McCarthy
was not present.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FALL FESTIVITIES…Visitors to the Fanny Wood Day celebration last Sunday,
held along South and Martine Avenues in Fanwood, enjoyed an array of merchan-
dise and food for sale, as well as entertainment, contests and children’s amuse-
ments. The annual festival highlights the borough’s Victorian heritage and its
present-day community life.
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See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.westfieldsmiles.com

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:
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•

•
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Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy.

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of
bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root
canal treatment. Implant
consultations, low dose
digital x-rays with up to
50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth sealants
and fluoride treatments. 

Get Acquainted
Special Offer

For $ 3 5 y o u
receive a complete
oral exam, x- r a y s ,

and screening
for gum disease.

Westfield Smiles

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Eliminate To o t h
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care a n d
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

43 Elm Street, Westfield

SUSHI

SWEET WATERS
S T E A K  H O U S E

Tues., thru Sat., 11:30 am to 3:00 pm

www.sweetwaterssteakhouse.com

Now Serving...

Let’s Bring Representative
Government to County

Campaign Release, Union County Republicans

The Union County Republican free-
holder candidates have spent the sum-
mer meeting the residents of Union
County. A large number of residents
feel that the root cause of the ever-
increasing property taxes because of
runaway spending is due to a lack of
representation and accountability on
the freeholder board.

Candidate John Russitano of
Westfield described his conversations
with residents.

“Residents want to know who
‘their’ freeholder is. In Westfield ev-
eryone knows Mayor Skibitsky and if
they have a local problem they con-
tact him or their councilperson. On
the state level, people know Senator
Tom Kean Jr. and Assemblymen Eric
Munoz and Jon Bramnick. Nobody
knows who the freeholders are. The
people want to know who represents
them and how to contact them.”

“Currently, the nine freeholders are
elected using an at-large format. This
effectively gives a few larger towns
control over the whole county,” can-
didate Joe Franchino of Berkeley
Heights said.

Candidate Councilman Mike
Yakubov of Roselle Park proposes
a change. “We propose dividing the
county into districts. We believe
this will add a level of accountabil-
ity to the freeholder board. Every
resident will know who ‘their’ free-
holder is,” he said.

 “Each town in our county has dif-
ferent interests and needs. Everyone’s
interests should be represented and
considered in the decision making
process, currently they are not. Citi-
zens would know who their freeholder
is. Each freeholder would be held
accountable for representing their
district,” Mr. Yakubov said.

Mr. Franchino added, “Citizens will
know how their representative votes on
fiscal matters. They will know if their
freeholder favors a budget of $480 mil-
lion or stands opposed to large spend-
ing and tax increases. The current free-
holders are in favor of the budget.”

“In addition to increased account-
ability, there is also the potential for
more cooperation. Since the free-
holder would be representing a group
of towns, he or she would have a good
idea of the town’s resources and needs.
The freeholder could help facilitate
an increased amount of shared ser-
vices benefiting multiple towns,” Mr.
Yakubov said.

Mr. Russitano concluded, “We pro-
pose this in a bipartisan manner. Each
district will be based upon popula-
tion and, ultimately, it will be the
voters of the district to decide who
should represent them.”

Mr. Yakubov, Mr. Russitano, and
Mr. Franchino pledge to support a
representative freeholder board. For
more information please visit
unioncountygop.org.

PARTY TIME…A fundraiser for Scotch Plains Democratic candidates Kevin
Glover for Mayor and Theresa Mullen for township council was held at the home
Theresa Mullen and her husband Scott Phillips. Barbara Baldasarre, campaign
chairwoman, said along with financial success, the event was fun and a positive
way to communicate with the community.

The CyberKnife.  Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.
The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients. 

Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can 

more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.  

For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of

surgery.  As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife, 

Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly

remarkable.  Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality

of life mean getting you back on target.

For a referral to an oncologist call 866-413-2786.  For more information 

or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

This is how we see inoperable tumors.

County to Form Task Force
To Address Foreclosures

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union announced at last Thursday’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing that it would create a task force to
respond to the high number of fore-
closures in the county.

Al Faella, director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal, said the panel would include
between 12 and 15 persons repre-
senting the banking industry, credi-
tors, lenders, predatory lenders and
legal professionals, as well as repre-
sentatives from the county’s clerk’s
office and the sheriff’s office.

He said Union County has the sec-
ond highest foreclosure rate in the
state. “So it is a big problem,” he said.

Mr. Faella said he has identified a
list of 40 persons who would be con-
sidered for the task force. He said the
group would focus on such things as
helping homeowners with credit prob-
lems to show them how to negotiate
monthly payments to repay their debt.

Mr. Faella said property owners also
must be warned of scammers who try
to purchase homes “for peanuts” from
homeowners who face foreclosure.

“Home mortgage foreclosures have
increased dramatically across the nation
due to the ongoing disruption of the sub-
prime mortgage lending market,” Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said in a
press release issued September 18. “Since
2006, there is a 187-percent increase in
the filings of mortgage foreclosures in
Union County.”

Printed information about fore-
closures also is available at the
Clerk’s Office at 2 Broad Street in
Elizabeth. To access the website in-
formation, go to ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
foreclosure.html.

According to the website of the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York,
Union County had 1,063 properties
that were being foreclosed as of June
1, trailing only Essex County, which
had 1,551. New Jersey as a whole had
10,446 foreclosures. The bulk of fore-
closures, 75 percent, were in Eliza-
beth, Hillside, Linden, Plainfield,
Roselle and Union.

“You just can’t let it continue. You
have to take some action,” Mr. Faella
said.

County Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas Jr. updated the freeholders
on the county prosecutor Ted
Romankow’s decision to take over all
homicide investigations in the county.
He said the goal is to reduce the num-
ber of unsolved homicides in the
county. He said detectives from mu-
nicipal police departments that volun-
teered for the program received one
week of training and will serve on the
task force for a year.

“They (local detectives) will be in-
valuable to their own (departments)”
because of the training they receive,
Mr. Cernadas said. He said the

prosecutor’s office communicated with
all 21 police chiefs to gain support for
the task force, as well as gain the use of
detectives for the program. Officers
from Hillside, Plainfield, Linden,
Scotch Plains, Union Township and
the Union County Police Department
will serve on the task force along with
five assistant prosecutors.

He said witnesses in homicide cases
must be interviewed early on in the
investigations. “Once you let a few
days go by…you lose your opportu-
nity to get information,” he said.

Mr. Cernadas said gangs are the
biggest reason for the high number of
homicides, saying witnesses face in-
timidation when gangs are involved.
(See related story on page 1.)

In other business, county jail direc-
tor, Brian Riordan, said he would seek
approval for an extension of the con-
tract with Paige Plus, which provides
consulting services for correctional fa-
cilities, through the end of March 2009.
Initially hired to look at reducing over-
time of correctional officers at the
county jail, Gary Hilton of the firm
acted as jail director following the es-
cape of two prisoners last December
after the previous director retired.

The freeholders will also vote to-
night on the introduction of an ordi-
nance for the county’s $33.4-million
capital budget.

SP Dem Candidates
Comment on SID

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayoral can-
didate, Councilman Kevin Glover, told
the gathering at a recent fundraiser
that he and Theresa Mullen (his run-
ning mate for township council) had
been meeting one on one with many of
the downtown merchants. He said most
of them expressed dissatisfaction with
the way the creation of the SID (Spe-
cial Improvement District) was
handled by his opponent.

“It was not as much the concept of a
SID that they objected to, but the lack of
a stated purpose for the SID other than
to create a job for someone and to force
the merchants to pay for it,” Mr. Glover
said. “Many people cited the lack of
respect shown to them and the inability
of my opponent to explain the legal
workings of the SID. The question was
asked, ‘if she is a lawyer, why did the
town have to pay for another lawyer to
help her explain the SID? She pushed
for it like mad and didn’t even under-
stand how it worked.”’

Ms. Mullen said, “We are commit-
ted to being respectful of all citizens,
including those whose ideas are dif-
ferent than ours. We know we can
implement positive change in Scotch
Plains, and we will work hard to stabi-
lize taxes for every resident in town.”

RVSA Pulls Plug on Contract
For Odor Control System

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), last
Thursday, questioned Manny Parada,
of the construction management com-
pany Consolidated Construction
Management Services Corporation
(CCMS) of Colts Neck, on delays to
two new odor control systems at the
RVSA’s expanded sewerage treatment
facility.

The authority also decided to re-
move construction of the odor con-
trol systems from the current contract
with Holmdel-based E.E. Cruz and
Company and put it out to bid sepa-
rately. Mr. Brinker said his under-
standing was that Cruz wanted to
complete its work at the RVSA site
because of other commitments. RVSA
members decided at the meeting to
set a deadline for preparation of the
new bid packets at the October 16
board meeting.

The two odor control systems are
to be installed in the headworks and
the rotary drum thickener portions of
the treatment facility. A change of
plans in December 2006 resulted in
scrapping of a planned tunnel for
chemical feed, splitting the need for
tanks to two locations. The delay, as
described by Mr. Parada, developed
when CDM, a subcontractor of
CCMS, failed to deliver drawings for
the revised system on a timely basis.

“Isn’t CDM causing this delay?,”
asked Clark commissioner Frank
Mazzarella. “Yes,” replied RVSA
Executive Director Michael Brinker.

It was also revealed at the meeting
that the tanks were not yet on order. Mr.
Parada said he received the drawings
back from CDM with a “revise and
resubmit request,” saying 13 changes
were recommended, and he described
nine of the 13 as small changes, the
most significant being a change to use
of a chlorine resistant alloy, Hastelloy
C, on flanges. The others related to
missing fittings for pipes.

Further discussions centered on
whether there was a need for an RTP-
1 certification, an American Society
of Mechanical Engineers standard for
“reinforced thermoset plastic” tanks.
Its presence is necessary for the au-
thority to insure the facility. Officials
said the certification process will raise
the cost of the tanks by $70,000, but
the insurance carrier has agreed to
accept a letter from the manufacturer
certifying that the tanks were manu-
factured to the RTP-1 standard with-
out the actual certification. This
course, which the authority has cho-
sen to follow, will save the manufac-
turer time and the authority money,
officials said.

Allen Chin, Westfield’s commis-
sioner, asked whether the authority
should get a credit from Cruz for the
work not performed, and Mr. Brinker
replied, “Yes.”

The board also approved a motion
to install a temporary meter to try and
determine the cause of some anoma-
lous readings under high flow condi-
tions at a permanent meter where the
Clark and Rahway trunk lines come
together.

More Government
on Pages 17, 18 & 19
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A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

One Retirement Campus,
Many Choices!

For more information, please call us at

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Roa Basking Ridge, NJ

www.fellowshipvillage.org

We offer the best value for your money –

Lifecare, a 72 acre country location, spacious apartments and cottages. 

The amenities you prefer – pool, greenhouse, putting green. 

Plus, the security of on-site Healthcare, Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing.

We accept admissions at all levels!

 Please send me more information.  Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State ______

Zip ____________   Telephone ______________________________

WL 9/25/08
©2008 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

No secret ingredients.
Just really fresh ones.

We put great care into everything on our
menu. Every delicious sandwich is built
on our fresh-baked bread, using only
fresh, high-quality meats, cheeses and
vegetables. All our salads are hand-
tossed and made to order. Our Harvest
Orchard Salad is made with naturally

sweet D’Anjou pears harvested at peak
flavor, tossed-to-order with toasted
pecans, dried cherries from Michigan,
where they grow best, Gorgonzola
cheese and cherry balsamic vinaigrette.
Once you try it, it’s safe to say that our
secret will be officially out.

panera-nj.com

Scotch Plains Mayor and Council GOP Campaign Release

Open Space Fund and Conservative
Initiatives Bring Successes to Township

SCOTCH PLAINS — Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool, 2008 Republi-
can candidate for Scotch Plains Mayor
and Mary DePaola, Republican can-
didate for township council, spoke
about the successes of the Scotch
Plains Open Space Trust Fund in cre-
ating new recreational opportunities
and setting aside land into the
township’s conservation zone inven-
tory. In November of 1999, the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains went to the
polls and enacted Union County’s
first municipal Open Space Trust
Fund. This fund sets aside 2 cents for
every $100 of assessed property value
and brings in approximately $200,000
per year. Since then, the township has
used the fund to develop new parks
and ball fields and recently used the
fund to purchase two privately owned
pieces of property that otherwise
would have been developed with new
homes.

Mrs. Malool said, “The voters of
Scotch Plains made a wise decision in
1999 to support the Open Space refer-
endum. We can look back now and
track the history of the fund and the
many accomplishments we can attribute
directly to it. Without the Open Space
Trust Fund, so many important projects
would have been virtually impossible.
One of the more recent uses of the fund
was the purchase of a private piece of
property adjacent to Jerseyland Park
that allowed us to expand the park and
make it one of the more preeminent
recreational facilities in the area. Fur-
ther, had we not purchased the prop-
erty, another house or two certainly
would have been built there instead.”

Ms. DePaola added, “Being a
member of the zoning board has
given me the opportunity to see nu-
merous proposals for development;
some of them well thought out and
some not so wise. I also have an
appreciation for a community like
Scotch Plains that is just about com-
pletely developed and where remain-
ing open spaces are at a premium.

SCOTCH PLAINS GOP CANDIDATES...Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool seeks
the mayoral seat along with her running mate, Mary DePaola, who seeks the seat
on the township council in the November 4 election.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPPORT...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky poses with Board of Education
President Linda Gaglione of Union Township on September 15 during Asm. Jon
Bramnick’s (LD-21, Westfield) fundraiser at 16 Prospect Street Bistro in Westfield.
Mrs. Gaglione was chosen by the Republican Party as their candidate in the
November 4 election for the Assembly seat in Legislative District 20, where former
Assemblyman Neil Cohen (D) had resigned in July.

Garwood Council GOP Campaign Release

Garwood to Stay Garwood;
Consolidation Can’t be Forced

Most New Jersey residents can
remember the summer of 2006 when
the state government shut down for a
stretch. That same summer, Gover-
nor Jon Corzine declared that no one
in the State Legislature would get to
go home for summer vacation unless
property tax issues were addressed.
What came out of the special legisla-
tive sessions was not only a whole
lot of rhetoric but the creation of a
new and permanent commission
called the “Local Unit Alignment,
Reorganization and Consolidation
Commission.”

After two years, the commission
was to be reporting on the structure
and functions of local government,
recommend legislation to make it
more efficient, establish regional ser-
vice entities, possibly transfer func-
tions between government levels,
develop cost structures for service
delivery and other best practices.
After the report was issued, they
were to develop criteria that would
be used in considering whether spe-
cific municipalities should consoli-
date, share services and have inter-
local agreements.

There has not been a merger of
municipalities in New Jersey since
1954, and, frankly, it doesn’t appear
like another one will be happening
anytime soon. Municipal consolida-
tion is actually a voluntary process
with the first step, the request to start
a study committee, being submitted
to the state by the municipalities
who are considering merging. Sur-
prisingly, consolidation and
interlocal cooperation (sharing po-
lice/fire etc.) has been shown to ac-
tually be a NIMBY issue. When in-
terviewed in 2006-2007, many resi-
dents thought that regionalization of
services and consolidation of mu-
nicipalities were great ideas as a
possible means to cut taxes but not
for their home towns, maybe some
place else.

Recently, Garwood was awarded
$250,000 in extraordinary aid from
the state to assist with balancing our
borough’s budget. This is not the first
time in recent years we have had to go
to the state to request aid. And
Garwood is not alone in having to
seek this means of relief to spare her
residents an unreasonable property
tax hike on the municipal piece of the
tax bill.

This year, Governor Jon Corzine
attempted to attach some strings to
the aid such as calling for mandatory
Interlocal Cooperation Agreements
between municipalities and threat-
ened forced consolidations of towns
having less than 2,500 residents. There
are 567 municipalities in New Jersey
with 20 percent having fewer than
2,500 people. Would the governor be
serious about forcing consolidation
of 113 municipalities with neighbor-
ing communities?

Garwood’s population hovers
around that mark, and it would seem
doubtful that when push came to shove
that her residents would be looking to
be absorbed by Westfield or Cranford
— and further, would they want to
absorb us anyway?

According to the League of Mu-
nicipalities, consolidation is not one
size fits all. The league points out that
some things to consider that vary
from town to town are labor union
agreements and salaries, property
values as evaluations can differ greatly
from town to town, and what about
the schools? And according to the
experts who studied the spending of a
consortium of nine municipalities
over two years which included three
towns from Union County, surpris-
ingly, according to the numbers, con-
solidation would not impact the tax
levy very much as sharing or consoli-
dation of services would not yield a
savings of 5 or 10 percent of the
municipal budget.

In Garwood, this is a topic that
comes up most every year at election
time. The candidates are asked for
their thoughts of the borough being
absorbed by a neighboring commu-
nity. Invariably, there are those who
will espouse the theory that the bor-
ough will be nowhere near the way
we know things to be now, claiming
that it will be impossible to maintain
the status quo, but we don’t believe
that that will be the case.

We think Garwood will be able to
maintain it’s individuality, perhaps
sharing some additional services with
a neighboring town, and employing
some creative purchasing practices.
But for all intents and purposes,
Garwood will remain Garwood for
years to come — especially if we
have the privilege to have anything to
say about it.

To learn more about the Republi-
can Garwood Borough Council  can-
didates Timothy Hak and Patricia
Quattrocchi for Garwood Council,
visit garwoodgop.com.

That is why I am so pleased that
Scotch Plains created a special zone
known as the conservation zone that
does not allow for any development
whatsoever within its boundaries.
The township council has since
placed several pieces of publicly
owned properties throughout the
community into the conservation in-
ventory. Most recently, the council
used the open space trust fund to
purchase the upper half of the Coo-
per Road island and thwarted the
unwise construction of a house there.
This property now joins the lower
half of the island in the conservation
zone inventory. I am hopeful that
other opportunities will present
themselves for this type of land ac-
quisition.”

Mrs. Malool said, “Use of the Open
Space Trust Fund has significant bud-
get implications as well. In the de-
liberations on the 2008 municipal
budget, I suggested that we allocate
more of the fund’s banked dollars in
revenue anticipation in order to avoid
additional burden on property tax-
payers. I am pleased that, ultimately,
we were able to get bipartisan agree-
ment on this important facet of the
budget as Mayor Martin Marks,
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
Councilman Jeff Strauss and I voted
for a fiscally sound and prudent
municipal budget that provides the
services that our residents expect
and deserve.”

County Unveils
Tourism Guides

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has created a free descriptive
booklet called, “In and About Union
County: From Berkeley Heights to
Winfield,” and the webpage, ucnj.org/
tourism. Listings include a descrip-
tion and short history of each of the
21 municipalities in the county, rec-
reation facilities, arts and history or-
ganizations, links to food, drink, lodg-
ing, and calendars listing both cur-
rent and annual events taking place in
various towns and cities.

“In and About Union County” is
available at the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202.

Law on Financial Disclosure
Enacted for NJ Officials

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senate State Government
Chairman Senator Nick Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) to require local govern-
ment officers to file a financial dis-
closure statement within 30 days of
taking office became law this week.

“In previous years, local government
officials were required to file annual
financial disclosure statements before
April 30,” Mr. Scutari said. “Because of
this old law, government officials, such
as those elected in non-partisan elec-
tions in May, were not required to file
any financial disclosure reports until
spring of the following year.”

Mr. Scutari added that, “Under this
new law, all local government officers
must file a financial disclosure state-
ment quickly, thereby enhancing public
access to this information and increas-
ing transparency in local government.”

The recently enacted bill, S-103,
amends the “Local Government Ethics
Law” to require local government offi-

cials to file a financial disclosure state-
ment within 30 days of taking office.

Governor Jon Corzine signed the
measure into law on September 6.

Ramos-Aguila Finishes
Army Combat Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Na-
tional Guard Pfc. Mirta M. Ramos-
Aguila has graduated from nine-week
basic combat training at Fort Jack-
son, Columbia, S.C.

Pfc. Ramos-Aguila is the daughter
of Mirta Aguila of Hialeah, Fla., and
Jorge Ramos of Scotch Plains. The
private graduated from Miami Springs
Senior High School, Fla. in 2006.
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County Taxes Forcing
This Senior to Move

My county taxes have increased
steadily over the years and are currently
at $1,241 a year. As a senior citizen on a
fixed income, this is a lot of money to
me, and I can’t fathom why my taxes are
so high for county government. I’m so
upset by the way the county wastes
money, especially with the Musicfest.
This is something we don’t need and
can’t afford. The county manager,
George Devanney, is trying to please
himself by getting into the rock and roll
business.

When I worked for a corporation, we
were not allowed to have any family
members on the payroll. State Senator
Raymond Lesniak has many relatives
working for state, municipal and county
governments. Mr. Devanney is his
nephew. Who is footing the bill for all of
this nepotism? The taxpayer is. Are these
relatives good at their jobs? Not accord-
ing to my ever-increasing property tax
bills. The all-Democratic freeholder
board members all nod their heads like
puppets on a string. There is never any
discussion about cutting spending. They
are supposed to be supervising the county
manager, not the other way around.

I am so upset that I can’t afford to
remain here. I have no choice but to vote
with my feet. I’ve put my Union County
home up for sale and will have to leave
New Jersey.

Ruth Gargano
Union

UC Needs to Go Back
To Original Pattern

I have worked on Cardinal Drive in
Westfield for 20-plus years. I had a very
short commute as I live in Garwood. It
now takes 20 to 25 minutes to travel just
under four miles. All this because the
county, without even consulting the
Westfield Police Department, chose to
change the traffic pattern turning on to
Springfield Avenue.

I sincerely doubt any one who lives on
[East] Broad Street can even think of
getting out of their driveways between
7:30 and 9 a.m. I can only imagine paying
top tax dollar and not being able to pull
out on my street. That must make some
very unhappy residents. I understand from
other people, who travel Springfield Av-
enue from Cranford, that this has nega-
tively impacted that route as well. I really
think someone from the county, with some
sense, should come out and check the
mess that they have created, and hope-
fully, they will see the benefits of going
back to the original pattern.

Peggy Briggs
 Garwood

Controls Must Be
Placed on Wall Street
The following letter was sent to Sena-

tor Frank Lautenberg and copied to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

*****
The recent events in the financial mar-

kets are the direct result of a dereliction of
duty by the Congress and SEC. Regard-
less of your voting record in 2000, I see
you as fully culpable in this mess.

This is the time we need leadership and
not stupid slogans.

You need to go back in history and
review why certain controls were put in
place, and you need to enact legislation to
put those controls back in place.

You also need to light a fire under the
SEC. Incredulously, they have stated that
they see no need to review their oversight
mechanisms. This is absolutely wrong.

Also, the government’s recent actions
have managed to privatize the profits
from this sector and yet nationalized (so-
cialized) the losses. Outrageous.

I believe it would be perfectly reason-
able for the government to freeze the
personal assets of every profiteering indi-
vidual (those who’s bonus exceeded
$500,000 per annum) involved in this
debacle. Once the assets are frozen, you
could go back, assess each case and con-
fiscate the assets of the criminally stupid
and/or the criminally greedy.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

New Traffic Pattern Places Undue
Burden on Local Commuters

I am writing in response to the article
entitled “Lane Change Causes Backups
At Intersection.” This new traffic pattern
has completely wreaked havoc on my
morning commute in to work. I recently
wrote to Nick Pantena, traffic director of
the county’s division of engineering, ex-
pressing my frustration with this new
traffic pattern. As I informed Mr. Pantena,
since the beginning of my employment in
the area, back in 1992, I have never wit-
nessed such incredibly heavy traffic and
am no longer able to travel down East
Broad Street on my way to work, since I
will inevitably be late arriving to work,
which is located literally two minutes
away from the intersection of East Broad
Street and Springfield Avenue on Cardi-
nal Drive.

As your article correctly states, the
traffic backup is usually past Fairview
Cemetery. In addition, as I pointed out to
Mr. Pantena, the traffic light now seems
to be even faster than before, causing me
to sit at the same intersection for three,
four, five light sequences before finally
being able to make the left-hand turn onto
Springfield Avenue, since there is only
enough time for two or three cars to make
the light.

At this point, several co-workers, and
myself have started a letter-writing cam-
paign to the town and now to you in an
effort to make the county and town aware
of the havoc this new traffic pattern is
wreaking upon everyone’s commute.

As an example of why I am so utterly
frustrated, and as I advised Mr. Pantena,
in order for me to arrive at work on time
on any given day, on my commute from
Rahway, I now have to take East Broad
Street to Chestnut Street, to Mountain
Avenue, turn into Echo Lake Park and
take the park all the way out to Spring-
field Avenue, whereas I used to be able to
just take East Broad Street, make the left
onto Springfield Avenue, and zip right up
to my employment on Cardinal Drive –
literally, two minutes away from the now-
infamous intersection.

In addition, coming in through Cranford
and taking Springfield Avenue up that
way is not a viable option either, since
that is usually worse than the traffic on
East Broad Street. It is inconceivable that
I, along with countless others, now have
to travel all over town, completely out of
our way, to arrive at our jobs on time.

As I indicated to Mr. Pantena, has the
county noticed that the gas prices keep
rising? Am I to expect that his office is
planning on sending out refunds for the
extra gas expense, or are they planning an
All Points Bulletin to our employers re-
questing that they change our work hours
to accommodate the new traffic pattern?

Indeed, I have even attempted leaving
home earlier, which is not easy with a
toddler. Well, it doesn’t really matter how
early I leave home, the traffic backup is
always inevitable. For a couple of weeks
in August, it got a little better, but once
school started and everyone was back
from vacations, it just got worse than
ever.

As I also indicated to Mr. Pantena,
anyone who has either traveled on these
roads or has taken the time to study the
traffic pattern either prior to or subse-
quent to this new situation would be aware
that the number of cars actually making a
right-hand turn onto Springfield Avenue
or indeed crossing over Springfield Av-
enue is immensely minimal in compari-
son to the number of cars making a left
turn onto Springfield Avenue. Why, then,
anyone would so greatly inconvenience
the majority is a mystery to me.

All that has been accomplished is to
create a major inconvenience for the tax-
payers who had no choice but to fund a
project that has done nothing to improve
the traffic in Westfield. All it has done is
cause more stress, more traffic, more pol-
lution, more road rage…but, I guess the
county figured we needed more of that in
America. Well, as I told Mr. Pantena, on
behalf of all of us affected by this “new
and improved” traffic pattern, thanks so

much for making our commutes so much
better.

In addition, as I’m sure I am not the
only genius who figured out the Moun-
tain Avenue solution, that road is also
becoming heavily congested, and I am
slowly but surely getting to work later and
later via that route as well.

This entire situation places an undue
and unnecessary burden on people who
are just trying to earn a living, trying to get
to work on time, etc. Obviously, we need
to revert back to the old traffic pattern. As
the saying goes, “if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it.” As I asked Mr. Pantena, was there
such a surplus in county funds that the
only way to spend it was to come up with
a terrible new traffic pattern? I would
hope our county can do so much better
than that.

As one frustrated co-worker told me
regarding your article about the one resi-
dent in Westfield who caused all of this to
come about because someone drove up
onto her lawn, “anybody who manages to
run through a residential fence while driv-
ing their car has problems that go way
beyond the inability to handle two lanes
turning left.” What do I say? Well, that
resident should consider either moving to
a town with safer front lawns or invest in
a sturdier fence.

Thank you for your time. I hope that a
letter-writing campaign will finally air
everyone’s frustrations and will ultimately
cause the county to revert to the old “tried
and true” traffic pattern.

Monica Pinto
Rahway

BOE Says Diploma Mill Cartoon Was
‘Derogatory’ to School Administrators

In the September 18 issue of The
Westfield Leader, a derogatory cartoon
was placed below the editorial.

The cartoon depicted a “diploma mill
university” for school administrators. This
cartoon may have been more appropriate
in a newspaper in another county where
there have been revelations of diploma
‘fraud.’

This is not the case in Westfield, how-
ever, where it should come as no surprise
that all of our administrators meet rigor-
ous standards of certification and have
received their degrees from accredited
universities.

On the same editorial page, in her letter
to the editor, Ms. Moore questioned the
term “bonus” that The Leader previously
used in a chart of school superintendents’
salaries in Union County.

She was perfectly correct in question-
ing the use of this term. Westfield does
not offer bonuses to our superintendents.
I want to emphasize that Westfield Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Dolan’s contract
does not include any bonus or annuity
payments.

Dr. Dolan is reimbursed for expenses,
if incurred, for approved professional fees
and conferences – many of which she is
required to attend – and she drives her
own car for business purposes and when
visiting Westfield’s 10 school buildings.

We are particularly proud of our school
administrators in Westfield who bring
high-caliber credentials and outstanding
professional expertise to their positions.

I am extremely pleased that Dr. Dolan
has begun her second year as superinten-
dent in Westfield. She is in her 30th year as
an educator, and the Westfield Board of
Education looks forward to her leadership
of our schools for many years to come.

Ginny Leiz, President
Westfield Board of Education

‘We Are All to Blame’
For Econ. Downturn
The Congress wrote the rules, and Wall

Street played by them. Played right up to
the edge to be sure but played by them.
Congress created Fanny and Freddie, who
didn’t play by any rules except those of a
greedy beast – political piggybanks.

Some banks went over the line to be
sure, like Countrywide, and made lots of
money, some of which they could con-
tribute to their favorite congress persons,
(Let the good times roll).

In truth, we are all to blame, as we
succumbed to the temptation of “Lever-
age.” (Buying a candy bar with a Visa
card? Buying a house with nothing down?
Buying a second and third house, hoping
to “flip” them in a year or less?).

It’s easy to polish up a finger, all the
better to point with, but we have to shoul-
der some of the blame. And, why not, are
we not going to shoulder all of the cost?

Lazarus Long advised us to always to
vote; if we didn’t like the choices, vote
against. You can hardly ever go wrong
with an “against” vote.

Michael Ferrante
Weehawken

WF Library ‘Going
Green’ is Great News
I was very happy to see the headline in

the September 18 issue of The Westfield
Leader stating that the Westfield library
will “Go Green” by installing solar panels
on the roof of the building. This is great
news. It got even better when I read that
by using a power purchase agreement
(PPA), Westfield can get the panels in-
stalled with no upfront cost. This is excel-
lent. Even better, our town leaders are
already thinking that we should have so-
lar panels on most of the school building
roofs and at least one of the town’s ad-
ministration buildings and perhaps some-
where in the town pool complex.

Finally, we are starting to do our part to
make Westfield more green. Congratula-
tions to all who are making this happen
and let’s move quickly to add more solar
panels. This is one step that we can do to
help the environment and to enhance our
town’s image at the same time.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

The Two Candidates for SP Mayor
Should Address Future Taxes

In March of this year, during the Scotch
Plains Township Council’s budget delib-
erations, I sent a letter to the editor of The
Scotch Plains Times (goleader.com/
08apr03). After it was published, many
people called to tell me that they thought
it was funny. Others told me that I was
overly pessimistic. Looking back at the
letter, it appears that, unfortunately, it is
less funny and more realistic today than it
seemed in March.

Recently, our outgoing mayor has given
budget advice to the two candidates run-
ning to replace him. He pointed out that
Michael Capabianco [township manager]
had said that certain expenses in the 2009
budget will be higher than they were last
year. He then said, with a grin, people
ought to be careful about what they tell
the voters about taxes. I suppose he was
suggesting that his [Mr. Marks’] tax poli-
cies should be continued.

Of course, it is always true that people
should be careful about what they say. I
think the mayor, however, is the last one

to remind people of this because he does
not always follow his own advice. More
importantly, the increase that Mr.
Capabianco reported is in line with ex-
pectations. I am certain that both of the
current candidates for Mayor of Scotch
Plains have been well aware of these
coming increases for at least the past six
months.

The fact that the current mayor appears
to have just learned of this information
this week shows that he has not followed
the past year’s budget proceedings as
carefully as he should have. It could also
explain how he managed to raise our
municipal property tax rate by about 40
percent during his tenure. It would be best
for him to let go and allow each of the two
persons running to succeed him to set
their own positions on future taxes and let
the voters decide which of the candidates
makes more sense.

Dick Samuel, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Are Newspapers Going the
Way of Slide Rules?

Progress, while mostly a good thing, results in
change and causes some casualties. The advent of
personal computers left the typewriter
business in the dust. Television has  wiped
out many movie theaters and washed
away the dominance of radio. Does any-
one use slide rules anymore now that
calculators are easily available?

The Internet, while useful, has caused
upheavals in a variety of industries from
retailing to travel to marketing and, closer
to our interests, the newspaper business.

Sadly, one of our local newspapers, a
competitor, is shutting down this week.
The Record-Press, which has covered
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
alongside us for 18 years. We salute all
their dedicated journalists and other
employees for their hard work and pro-
fessionalism – and wish them luck find-
ing new positions.

While every business would like to
have the entire marketplace all to itself,
the real truth is that competition forces
one to be better. Our friends at The
Record-Press, through their venerable
writing and reporting, forced us to im-
prove.

With the upheaval at The Star-Ledger,
The Bergen Record and other newspapers around the
state and the country, we are frequently asked, “How

are you doing?”
Fortunately, we have a positive answer. We’re

lucky, and you give us great support.
Thank you. This month, The Westfield
Leader enters its 119th year in business
– stronger than ever, we believe.

All business is fragile in this changing
and unsettled financial world; just ask
Bell Labs and AIG. So, the many changes
confront businesses of all categories –
there is no “free lunch” – and “the only
thing that is certain is change.”

Computers and the Internet have
brought forth many wonderful tools to
utilize – so powerful in fact; it’s do or die.
Not something to fear, however – some-
thing to embrace.

People all over the world now read and
contribute to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times be-
cause of the Internet and the marvels of
computers. However, tools don’t make
news organizations – people, writers and
reporters do. Journalists may be con-
cerned that technology, computers and
the Internet have eradicated their profes-
sion. We hope not and think not. Things
are just the same but in different forms.

Still, to be as strong as possible in case
the electricity goes off, we keep our pencils, paper
and slide rules.

Republicans Have Abandoned Elizabeth, Linden
And Plainfield in Union County Elections; So They Lose

After reading the September 18 letter
titled “Districting County Government
Would Mostly Help Democrats,” I had to
provide a response. As a Democrat, I am
highly suspect of any advice by a Repub-
lican operative such as Mrs. Renna. Let’s
look at this advice point-by-point.

The so-called proposal to create county
government districts is certainly a Re-
publican initiative. A couple of towns
controlled by the Republican Party have
passed resolutions supporting the idea.
Mrs. Renna also states that there is a
“Democrat freeholder challenge” in the
primary every year. Mrs. Renna, isn’t that
what primaries are for? Why are there no
primary challenges to the Republican
machine? Why do you run the same can-
didates year after year? Are there no “dis-
senters or reformers” in your party?

I would think that someone in the Union
County Republican Party would be upset
that they haven’t won a countywide elec-
tion since 1994.

Mrs. Renna seems to think that creat-
ing districts would negate a 2-to-1 regis-
tration advantage that Democrats have
over Republicans. However, according
to her numbers, about half of all voters are
unaffiliated. Who are they voting for?
The election results provide the answer.

Let’s call this proposal what it is — a
desperate attempt by the Republicans to
legislate what they have failed to do at the
ballot box — namely win an election.
Does anyone think the Republicans would
be talking about this if the freeholder
board was all Republican? I don’t hear
Somerset or Morris County Republicans
promoting this idea and you won’t hear it

Leonard Lances Linda Stender in Recent Debate
As someone who attended the debate

between the candidates for the NJ 7th
District US Congressional seat, Leonard
Lance (R) and Linda Stender (D), at the
Scotch Plains Jewish Community Center
on September 15, I found that Leonard
Lance came across in a positive manner
and exhibited his depth of knowledge and
understanding of the geo-political, eco-
nomic and energy matters facing our na-
tion.

From the start, he emphasized his abil-
ity and track record to solve problems on
a bi-partisan basis. He also mentioned his
stellar environmental record while refer-
encing favorable comments said about
him by a top NJ Sierra Club official. His
closing remarks referenced another NJ
state senator’s remarks; “Leonard Lance
is not about advancing his personal ca-
reer. He is about doing what is right and
just.”

Leonard Lance has a history of working
for fiscal reform in our state, and the “Lance
Amendment” (requiring state bonding only
with voter approval) will appear on ballots
this November. Mrs. Stender, on the other
hand, spent a good part of the night unsuc-
cessfully and hatefully attempting to tie
him to President Bush. I found that she was
empty when it came to specifically ex-
plaining how she would be a problem
solver in Washington.

Instead, she was clearly only able to
speak using clichés and talking points
obviously spelled out for her on her note
cards. They included such things which
(if enacted) would raise taxes and in-
crease federal spending; taking away our
basic freedom to work hard to earn a
living without giving more and more of
our earnings to the government to redis-
tribute.

I am concerned that if the voters send

anytime soon. Eighteen of 21 counties
elect freeholders at large. Not one is con-
sidering changing how it’s done.

The real reason that Democrats are
successful countywide is that we are com-
petitive at all levels in nearly all towns in
the county. The Republican Party has
abandoned towns like Linden, Elizabeth
and Plainfield. Why would anyone who
lives there vote for them?

One final note. Mrs. Renna has no
problem with one-party control, just as
long as it’s her party. Are the Cranford
Republicans in favor of creating districts
or wards? Last time I looked, it was 5 – 0.
You can let me know at the next free-
holder meeting.

Dan Sullivan
Union County Freeholder

Mrs. Stender to Washington, she will
simply be a puppet who will vote as told
to by Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other
radical-left Democrats such as Rangel,
Hoyer and Clyburn. With our financial
markets in a tailspin, our current credit
crisis and with massive federal deficits,
Mrs. Stender would not provide any new
leadership, new ideas or fiscal restraint
that we need in Washington.

Linda Stender has a record of spending
and raising taxes during her time in Tren-
ton, and she, no doubt, would do the same
in Washington. She will not be receiving
my vote.

Leonard Lance has earned my respect
and my vote to be our representative in
Washington, D.C. as the NJ 7th District
congressman.

Julie Diddell
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ctenidium – Respiratory organ of a

mollusk
2. Adminicle – Help; support
3. Conculcate – To trample under foot
4. Banian – A Hindu trader or merchant

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ANATREPTIC
1. Refuting; defeating
2. Having the shape of a funnel
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Unable to secrete saliva

BEZAN
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

CHIRAGRA
1. Gout in the hand
2. A handkerchief
3. A fish net
4. Strong beer or ale

STRIGINE
1. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Pertaining to an owl
4. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles

More Letters on Pages 5 & 18
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Schedule your FREE in-home consultation.
Call, Click or Come In today!

866-595-5110
www.pellareplacement.com

Pella Window & Door Showrooms

* Does not apply to ProLine® or Pella Impervia® products. Discounts apply to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.
Must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Valid for replacement projects only. Prior sales excluded. 
Offer ends 11/08/08. © 2008 Pella Corporation

sale

window and door replacement

$100
®

 $300
$500

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

JRM Landscape Design Responds
To Outcry Over Noise in Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Makris objected
that the newspaper did not print this letter
last week. However, his letter was not
received until after press time.

*****
 I would like to thank The Westfield

Leader for its “fair” coverage of the noise
problem in Westfield and the surround-
ing communities. I responded to Mr.
Macdonald’s letter to the editor, but it
seems only those voices wanting to shut
down landscapers are heard through our
bastion of equity.

I would like to applaud Mr. Mancini
for putting forth a well thought out and
articulate letter that did not libel any one
particular company. I do agree with you,
Mr. Mancini. As a landscaper, I feel that
6 p.m. should be a fair cutoff for working
outdoors with any motorized equipment,
but I do have a problem with 8:30 a.m.

Even though this would not greatly
impact my company, since we report to
work at 8 a.m. (so we are generally not
starting on lawns prior to 8:30 a.m.). I can
see where this would be a hardship to
companies that have a large number of
lawns and could use the extra time.

Also, why are we singling out land-
scapers? What about the garbage trucks
that race up and down our streets at 6:30
a.m.? Isn’t that destroying your [Mr.
Macdonald] “handsome town?”

Since when does the inside contractor

adding on to the same house for the sec-
ond or third time using a compressor and
an air hammer that sounds like a gunshot
every two seconds not making noise?

Could it be that there are some contrac-
tors that are donating to your organization
and no “stupid landscapers” that do, or do
you think that landscapers are illiterates
that don’t read and won’t respond to your
brand of eco-terror?

Yes, I lump you [Mr. Macdonald] in
with the nuts who throw red paint on fur-
wearing women or the nuts who burn
down subdivisions in outrage over the
destruction of our land. You just have
picked an economic approach to affect a
specific group of hard-working people
who you think don’t care or won’t re-
spond to you.

I am all for a quality of life, but I also
have the right to earn a living and go home
to a family that has a roof over its head.

So let’s enforce existing ordinances
that are on the books, and I bet that
Westfield and all the surrounding com-
munities will be “handsome” once more.

John Makris
JRM Landscape, Westfield

Letters to the Editor

FW Resident Says
Stender Shuns Obama
I am concerned by Linda Stender’s

lack of support for [Senator Barack]
Obama. In Fanwood, I’ve noticed no
Obama signs on Linda Stender’s head-
quarter windows.

Around town, lawns that formerly had
Obama signs have been replaced with
only Stender signs. Longtime local Demo-
cratic supporters have only Stender or
regional Democrat signs on their lawns,
not Obama signs.

This is obviously a strategy, but as a
lifetime Democrat and 20-year Union
County resident, I will abstain from vot-
ing in her race.

Ed Feeley
Fanwood

MusicFest Still An
‘Enriching Success’

I am writing to express my support for
the recent MusicFest in Union County’s
Nomahegan Park.

I recently read articles and letters criti-
cizing the lead singer of Everclear for his
foul language (“throwing around F-
bombs”), and I certainly agree that his
limited vocabulary was unfortunate.

However, I disagree with the notion
that such gaffes somehow undermine the
success of this fun, enriching, and other-
wise family-friendly event.

Any children present when Everclear
took the stage at 8:30 p.m. have likely
heard such expletives before and cer-
tainly will hear them again.

Thankfully, I trust that parents can
handle addressing with their children the
issue of foul language in popular music.

Dennis Kearney
Jersey City

 

 
 
 

JOIN JUNIOR LEAGUE! 
 

Junior League is seeking energetic, dynamic women 
who want to make a difference in their communities 

through volunteering.   
 

Attend the first meeting for new members and 
immediately get involved in a hands-on project for the 

benefit of at-risk children. 
 
 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 
7:30 pm 

The Jumble Store 
110 Walnut Avenue, Cranford 

 
Three Reasons to Join 

 Create a better community through volunteering 
 Meet and befriend women who share your interests 
 Strengthen and develop your skills and talents 

Contact us at newmembers@jlepnj.org or (908) 709-1177 

For Yankee Stadium No More,
Here Comes the Wrecking Ball

Under a ‘Fair Tax’ System, a Retail
Sales Tax Would Eliminate the IRS

If only we had the Fair Tax today,
embattled Chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee Charlie Rangel,
under scrutiny for omitting rental income
from the Dominican Republic on his tax
return, would not be concerned about this
oversight. Charlie would have had no tax
return to file at all in the first place.

The Fair Taxbill in Congress with 75
sponsors would let you as a citizen decide
how much tax you pay and when you pay
tax. Instead of doing your taxes on April
15, you “do your taxes” at the checkout
counter each time you make a purchase of
a consumer good or service, and you walk
away from the checkout counter with
absolutely no chance of an audit.

The measure fully funds the federal
government at current levels and un-
leashes the American economy. Twenty-

three million dollars’ worth of research
says the proposal will work.

The Fair Tax replaces the IRS and the
taxes it administers with a progressive
national retail sales tax on all United
States consumption, almost without ex-
ception, but once and only once.

The measure is revenue-neutral and
features an advance rebate to American
households, called a “prebate,” which
completely removes the tax on essential
goods and services for all United States
citizens and legally resident persons.

Get behind the Fair Tax. Write your
congressperson and tell him to suggest it
and while he is at it, he should co-sponsor
HR25 and S1025 himself.

Jim Bennett
Summit

It’s no longer possible for a father and
son to share a moment as we did last week
– the history, nostalgia of what was once
Yankee Stadium – for here comes the
wrecking ball. Frank Smith of Westfield,
his son Wyatt, my son Mikey and I on
September 16 arrived at Yankee Stadium
for the game with the White Sox.

We were escorted downstairs to the
player level of the stadium. The blue lines
on the floor led to the Yankee locker room
and the red lines on the floor, which went
in the opposite direction, were there to
guide visiting players to their locker-room.
One wonders if the red line was a decades-
long teaser to the Boston Red Sox.

We went down a long hallway, with
padding on the low parts in the ceiling
plumbing. Our guide informed us that as
the players over the years grew taller,
padding was installed to prevent players
from hitting their heads. At the entrance
to the locker room, players were exiting
to warm up on the field prior to the game.
Amazing, current Yankee greats jogged
past within inches of us. They were the
real deal and up close and personal.

Deeper into the stadium, we were given
a very special tour of a room considered
holy in Yankee legends. As described by
Charles Wenzelberg of the N.Y. Post: “a
room where even the players rarely
venture. Hundreds of blue chairs in various
stages of disrepair fill the room, but
according to Stadium lore, this is a holy
place.

“To the left is a pillar that features a
mural of Yankee captains Lou Gehrig,
Thurman Munson and Derek Jeter painted
by renowned baseball artist James
Fiorentino, the youngest artist to have his
work featured at the Hall of Fame. To
insiders, this room is known as the Gehrig
Room. The way the story goes, the pillar
is a place where Gehrig used to visit when
times were toughest in his Yankee life…

“When Gehrig was struggling with ALS
in 1939, it was said he would seek refuge
as far away from the Yankee clubhouse as
possible. That’s why he would go to this
room, sit in a chair that was placed up
against the pillar, and try to come to grips
with what was happening.”

When we went into the room, Ray
Negron, special assistant to George
Steinbrenner, related the entire story of

the Gehrig room. We were spellbound by
the overwhelming sense of the player’s
presence in the room and the fantastic
legacy that the room held. By the way,
Ray Negron is the author of the New York
Times bestseller “The Boy of Steel” and
“The Greatest Story Never Told: The
Babe and Jackie.”

When we were then escorted to the
Yankee dugout, Mikey took what he hopes
is his future seat on the bench. We watched
the players go through their pre-game
workout. We were then introduced to
Johnny Damon, who was a great guy and
was a little nervous. We wondered why
Johnny Damon was nervous to meet us,
but then we found out that Johnny was
awaiting word any minute that his wife
had given birth to their fourth child. It was
very touching to stand and watch a Yan-
kee great (despite his prior decision to
play for a previous team north of here,
which will remain unmentioned) stand in
front of us and be nervous about father-
hood for the fourth time.

Damon posed with us for pictures and
then went to practice. We had a photo-
graph with Hideki Matsui. Then came a
photograph and signed ball with Joba
Chamberlin – then the traditional field
photograph of Mikey Boyle with the
scoreboard in the background. Mikey tried
to request an application for consider-
ation as a player, but none were available
that night.

We stayed for the game, and Jeter
became the Yankee with the most hits in
Yankee stadium. It was a night for a father
and son to spend the rest of our days
dreaming when we were stars in the Yan-
kee universe.

It all started with a Yankee. His name
was Phil Rizzuto. In August, Frank Smith
and I attended the Phil Rizzuto/Gene
Michael golf outing at the kind invitation
of Jay Boyle of Acorn Financial. At the
auction that evening, we successfully bid
on a trip for four to meet and greet Johnny
Damon at Yankee Stadium.

My last thoughts on this earth will be of
the look in my son’s eyes when I watched
him walk down the runway from the
locker-room of Yankee stadium onto the
field of his future dreams.

Michael Boyle
Scotch Plains

Worst Financial Crisis in History of
Our Country: Contact Congress

Our leaders in Washington are asking to
raise the deficit ceiling by $700 billion
(about 9 percent) to $11.3 trillion to ad-
dress what has become the worst financial
crisis in the history of our country. Given
the potential impact to the tax burden for
several years to come, please contact your
representative and let them know how you
would like them to cast your vote on this
package – and with what stipulations. Make
sure they have answers from the Treasury
to at least the following seven questions
before they cast their vote:

Immediacy: Why so urgent? Spell out
what it will look like if it is not done
immediately a little more clearly. Trust is
at issue here; after all, we have been told
repeatedly things are fine. Make sure you
have some data to back these projections,
please.

What’s the real number: Is this really
the number? It was $700 billion when it
was to purchase “mortgage-related” se-
curities. Now, it has been expanded to
“troubled assets” (credit cards, auto loans,
etc.). What are the events and correspond-
ing probabilities associated with these
numbers being higher (or lower)? Again,
please make sure you have some data to
back these projections.

How much are we paying for this stuff?
Financial institutions have assets of vary-
ing quality in their portfolios from Level
I (good, liquid) to Level III (unknown,
illiquid). Will the government broker deals
as favorable to the taxpayer as possible
(as if they were doing it for their own
account) or will they “go easy” on a
weakened financial industry? Will they
insist on additional collateral such as se-
nior management’s future bonuses/com-
pensation and exercisable stock warrants
to purchase shares in the future?

How do we get our money back? This
proposal appears to nationalize risk and
privatize reward. What is the timing of
monies returned to the taxpayers? How
do we know if this has been successful?
What is Plan B (or Plan C or Plan D if
needed) if targets are not being met? Is
there a possibility that we will need to
continue down the path of nationalizing
our banking system? What might that
look like?

What do we do with those who are
accountable for this mess? We have a
pretty good idea of where in the “system”
the parties that got us here reside. Would
you be in favor of putting a task force
together to compile a list of criteria and
then identify actual names? Would you

be willing to support freezing and subse-
quently seizing a portion of assets ob-
tained through ill-gotten gain? (Note, these
proceeds can be used to help individuals
stay in their homes and pay unemploy-
ment benefits for those who lost jobs at
their companies.).

Future regulation: The Secretary of the
Treasury’s demand to be held account-
able to no one is imperious. Who is going
to regulate the regulators? What do we
plan to do to start rehabilitating the name
of the USA in the international commu-
nity now that we have polluted it with the
toxic garbage? What is the implementa-
tion plan for instituting reform so that we
don’t see another situation like this in our
future?

Increased Communication: Much has
been made about short-sellers spreading
fear and innuendo for personal gain.
Equally troubling for markets are strate-
gically placed announcements on week-
ends and on significant market clearing
days. Whether spreading fear or creating
potentially false hope, both impact the
workings of the market. How are such
pressing problems going to be brought to
light earlier when they are issues and
before they become problems?

Before we rush to another temporary fix,
we are owed a better idea of the real problem
and need to have more confidence that it is
being treated in a systematic way. As Ameri-
cans, we have been faced with many chal-
lenges before and have been very success-
ful overcoming them. In the last 10 to 15
years, however, we have become compla-
cent and let our government, lobbyists and
banking system run amok.

As citizens, we now need to re-engage.
Let’s make sure the way we address the
current challenges provides a bright fu-
ture for our children. Please contact your
representatives (congress.org/
congressorg/directory/congdir.tt) and
have them look out for our children’s’
future, too.

Peter McAliney
Westfield

MEMORIES...Frank Smith of Westfield, his son Wyatt, Michael Boyle of Scotch
Plains and his son Mikey have the tour of their life at Yankee Stadium last week
before it closed for good. They were greeted by Johnny Damon and Hideki Matsui.
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Sunday September 28
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

JOSEPH DELLA BADIA JR., ESQ.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

SERVING CLIENTS THROUGHOUT NEW JERSEY

RUSSO & DELLA BADIA, LLC
554 S. Livingston Avenue, Livingston, NJ 07039

973-597-9696  www.russodellabadia.com

Family Law, Personal Injury, Real Estate

Municipal Court Matters,

Wills and Trusts, Environmental Law, Municipal Law,

Construction Law
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Norris Family
 Welcomes Twins

Michael and Maureen Norris of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their twin sons, William Joseph
and Luke Patrick, on Monday, Au-
gust 25, at St. Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter in Livingston.

William, born at 6:37 p.m.,
weighed 6 pounds and 7 ounces and
measured 19½ inches in length at
birth. Luke, born at 6:38 p.m.,
weighed 6 pounds and measured 19
inches in length at birth.

They join their sister, Chaeli, age 3.
Bernard and Bernice O’Neill of

Canadensis, Pa. are the babies’ ma-
ternal grandparents. John and Carolyn
Norris of Vero Beach, Fla. are their
paternal grandparents.

Newcomers Club Plans
Wine and Cheese Event

WESTFIELD – The Newcomers
Club of Westfield will hold a Fall
Wine and Cheese Ladies’ Social on
Thursday, October 2, at 8 p.m. at a
member’s home. Guests will be able
to meet current  members and learn
about the group’s offerings.

Current club activities include
couples’ socials, monthly book dis-
cussions, children’s outings, holiday
events and women’s dinners. For more
information about this event, contact
the club’s membership committee at
Westfield.newcomers@yahoo.com,
with “wine and cheese membership
social” in the subject line.

 

Back to school Family savings 

    
    

Children’s exam,Children’s exam,Children’s exam,Children’s exam,    xxxx----rays, rays, rays, rays, 

cleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoride    

with anwith anwith anwith an    

adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,    

    complete digital complete digital complete digital complete digital xxxx----rays, rays, rays, rays,     

and Case Presentationand Case Presentationand Case Presentationand Case Presentation    
    

New�families�only.��
Limit�one�child�under�12�years�per�adult.�

Adult�Fee�$295.00���Child�Savings�$220.00�

567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains     
Across�from�Park�Middle�School���Most�Insurances�Accepted���Interest�Free�Financing�

Not�valid�with�other�offers���Exp.�10/31/08�WL

908908908908----322322322322----7800780078007800  

inence (SUI) because they think it’s a natural 

ms when we can treat these conditions in 

Many women live with the pain, pressure and dropping sensation of pelvic organ prolapse 
or with the inconvenience of stress urinary incont
part of getting older. These conditions affect millions of women, causing discomfort and 
embarrassment. But why cope with these proble
one day–with less discomfort and faster recovery than with traditional procedures. To learn 
more, visit www.beatprolapse.com and www.beatsui.com or contact us at our office.

Labib E. Riachi, M.D.
240 Williamson Street, Suite 304
Elizabeth NJ 07202
908-282-2000 • www.RiachiSurgery.com

Library Events In October
To Salute Charles Addams

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will celebrate Charles
Addams Month with a series of ac-
tivities during October.

The Addams Family movie will be
shown on Wednesday, October 1, at 7
p.m. It chronicles the antics of the

macabre family as it tries to save the
family fortune from its own lawyer
and two con artists. Released in 1991,
it stars Anjelica Huston, Raul Julia,
Christopher Lloyd and Christina Ricci.

On Wednesday, October 8, local
historian and Addams fan Ron
MacCloskey will present a program
of Charles Addams history and memo-
rabilia at 7 p.m. Mr. MacCloskey is
the founder of the Charles Addams
Art Scholarship Foundation, which
awards money to a Westfield High
School graduate majoring in art.

Finally, Professor Susanna Rich
will give a dramatic reading of “The
Thing,” a poem she wrote in honor of
Charles Addams, on Thursday, Octo-
ber 30, at 8 p.m. Ms. Rich is a profes-
sor of English and a Distinguished
Teacher at Kean University in Union.

Known for his cartoons in The New
Yorker magazine and for the “Addams
Family” television series that ran for
two years in the 1960s, Charles
Addams grew up in Westfield.

Before graduating from Westfield
High School in 1929, he drew many
cartoons for the student newspaper.
His nickname was “Chill,” and a chalk
drawing of a skeleton in the garage
behind one of the homes his family
lived in at the time is said to have been
his. A home on Elm Street also is said
to be the inspiration for the Addams
family mansion in his cartoons.

All programs are open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. For more information,
call (908) 789-4090, visit wmlnj.org
or stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

Ms. Jennifer Macaluso and Nicholas Giampino

Ms. Jennifer Macaluso
To Wed Nicholas Giampino
Mr. and Mrs. Salvatore Macaluso

of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms. Jen-
nifer Macaluso, to Nicholas
Giampino. Ms. Macaluso also is the
daughter of the late Jean Macaluso.
Her fiancé is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Giampino of Rahway.

Ms. Macaluso is employed as an
investigative specialist at Commerce
Bank in Flemington.

Mr. Giampino graduated from Kean

University in 2005 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Marketing and is
employed with Publicis Selling Solu-
tions in Lawrenceville.

The couple is planning a fall 2009
wedding.

Free
COMMUNITY

WORKSHOP ON

ALLERGY
RELIEF

Find out how your allergy symptoms can be
helped naturally and holistically

Sponsored by the

Wellness Education Foundation
Guest Speaker: Dr. Frank P. DiLollo

Tuesday, October 7th – 7:00pm

Limited Seating - Call for reservations:

908-757-3183

CJS Building  1765 E. Second St., Scotch Plains

35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our

customers with our superior bedding,

MADE IN THE USA.”

Ron Shovlin & Rick Shovlin

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.

•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior

Mattress, manufactured locally.

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

Experience

Residents to Gather
For ‘Reminiscences’

FANWOOD – On Sunday, Octo-
ber 5, the Fanwood Museum in the
historic railroad station will present a
program of “Reminiscences” at 2 p.m.
Featured will be four people whose
combined time of residence in
Fanwood totals more than 270 years.
The railroad station is located at North
and North Martine Avenues.

June McCarthy, Barbara Couphos,
Jackie Cecchettini and Earl Phillips
will have an informal “conversation”
about cherished details of their daily
lives in Fanwood during the Great
Depression, the World War II years
and the booming 1950s.

Ms. Cecchettini is the author of
“Fanwood – The Way It Was – The
Way We Were,” that she prepared for
the borough’s centennial. The public
is invited to attend this program and
will have an opportunity to ask ques-
tions of the participants.

Missionary Ministry
Slates Sunday Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,

September 28, the Missionary Minis-
try of St. John’s Baptist Church will
host its 16th Annual Session at 4 p.m.
The church is located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Reverend James Robinson,
pastor of North Plainfield’s Commu-
nity Baptist Church, will be the guest
speaker. Members of his congrega-
tion will accompany him.

Missionaries and friends from
churches throughout the area have
been invited to take part in this event.
The public also is welcome to attend.
For more details, call the church at
(908) 232-6972.

Needle Nite to Be Held
At Church October 3
FANWOOD – The women of the

Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
hold their next Needle Nites session
on Friday, October 3, at 7:30 p.m. in
the church’s Westminster Hall, lo-
cated on the corner of Martine and
Marian Avenues.

The women have set a goal of 25
quilts for Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital by February. Additionally, they
are assembling knit and crochet squares
for afghans to be given to Care Wear,
Beth Israel Medical Center in Newark
and Norwood Home in Plainfield.

The women wish to share their skills
of quilting, knitting and crocheting
with any community member who
would like to learn or just come and
work on their own projects in the com-
pany of others. For more details, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

S.A.R. to Hear Talk
On Revolution Battles
WESTFIELD – The West Fields

Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet on Friday, Octo-
ber 3, at 8 p.m. in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

Local historian Michael Yesenko
will be the guest speaker, discussing
the Battles of Monmouth, Connecti-
cut Farms and Springfield, N.J. He
has written three books on General
George Washington’s campaigns of
1775 through 1780. The meeting is
open to the public.

His program will cover the Conti-
nental, British and Hessian generals
involved, the causes of the battles, the
size of each army and strategies used
at each battle, and the numbers killed,
wounded and missing at each site.

Additionally, a chapter meeting will
take place on Sunday, October 26, at
Belcher Ogden Mansion in Elizabeth
and will be open to the public. For
information, call Warren Fristensky,
chapter president, at (908) 654-1731.

MR. AND MRS. SCOTT ALAN GILES
(She is the former Miss Nicole Theresa Tyminski)

Miss Nicole T. Tyminski
Marries Scott A. Giles

Miss Nicole Theresa Tyminski, the
daughter of Charles and Theresa
Tyminski of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, July 5, to Scott Alan
Giles. He is the son of Michael and
Patricia Giles of Blacksburg, Va.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, with the Reverend
Raymond Roberts officiating. The
Reverend Alex Pinto of the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield was co-officiant. An
evening reception followed at the
Pines Manor in Edison.

Given in marriage by her mother
and father, the bride wore a
Casablanca ball gown in ivory satin
with champagne trim on the top and
bottom. Strapless with a thin halter
strap, it was embroidered with pearls,
beads and rhinestones in an old fash-
ioned, “classic” looking design. The
gown had box pleats with embroi-
dery underneath each pleat.

Complementing the bride’s gown
was a fingertip-length veil with a
scalloped edge that also was embroi-
dered with pearls. She carried a bou-
quet in colors of ivory, champagne,
magenta, green and dark purple, fea-
turing hydrangea, roses and mini calla
lilies with rhinestones inside.

Miss Jessica Tyminski of Westfield,
the bride’s younger sister, was the
maid of honor. She wore a strapless,
knee-length, wisteria purple gown by
Watters and Watters that featured ivory
lace below the chest and a dark plum
ribbon on top, with strappy sandals in
wisteria. Her bouquet, in colors the
same as the bride’s bouquet, was made
up of hydrangea, roses and mini calla
lilies with rhinestones inside.

The bridal attendants included Miss
Marie Isolda of Westfield, a child-
hood friend of the bride; Mrs. Mindy
Durkin of Middlesex and Mrs. Nicole
Vasti of Park Ridge, college friends
of the bride; Mrs. Shannon Vick of
Jersey City, cousin of the bride, and
Mrs. Jennifer Batchelor of Amherst,
Va., sister of the bridegroom.

All wore wisteria purple, strapless,
knee-length gowns by Watters and
Watters. Below the chest of their gowns
was a dark plum ribbon that tied and
hung down. They carried bouquets of
hydrangea, roses and mini calla lilies,
in colors of ivory, magenta, green,
dark purple and coral pink.

Miss Caroline Groff of Westfield, a
friend of the family, was the flower
girl. Her sleeveless Wawa dress was
ivory on the top and wisteria on the
bottom. A plum sash divided the dress.

Michael Giles of Blacksburg, Va.
was best man for his son. Serving as
groomsmen were Nicholas Pino and
Matthew Coltrera, both of Westfield,
John Cale of Newport News, Va., Jack
Gallagher of Yardley, Pa. and Garrett
Ritz of Elkton, Md., all college friends
of the bridegroom. Mitchell Jones of
Rockport, Md., a cousin of the bride-
groom, was the ring bearer.

Ms. Ann Marie Perry of Fanwood, a
cousin of the bride, and Miss Kelly
Murphy of Raleigh, N.C., a friend of
the bridegroom, did scripture readings.

A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Psychology in
2003 from Douglass College of
Rutgers University in New Brunswick
and completed her Master of Arts
degree in Special Education in 2004
at the Rutgers Graduate School of
Education in New Brunswick. She
currently works at McKinley Elemen-
tary School in Westfield as a self-
contained special education teacher.

The bridegroom graduated from
Amherst County High School in
Amherst, Va. in 1998 and completed
his Bachelor of Science degree in
Leisure/Sports Management at Elon
University in Elon, N.C. in 2002.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the day be-
fore the wedding at the bride and
bridegroom’s new home in Scotch
Plains. The Grill-Billies cooked a
southern barbecue Fourth of July meal
for everyone.

The bridal attendants hosted a bridal
shower in May at the Westfield home
of Sherry Pino, a friend of the bride.

Following an eight-day wedding
trip to the new Sandals resort in
Antigua, the couple resides in Scotch
Plains.
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WEAVING THEIR WAY…Basket makers Chris Carswell of Westfield and
Dorothy Hooker of North Plainfield check over the base weaving of the napkin
holder basket they made at last year’s Octoberfest celebration held at Camp Lou
Henry Hoover in Sussex County. The Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey will sponsor
the 2008 Octoberfest weekend at Camp Hoover from October 10 to 12.

Camp Hoover Octoberfest
To Be Held October 10-12

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to celebrate autumn during an
Octoberfest 2008 adult weekend Oc-
tober 10 to 12 at Camp Lou Henry
Hoover in Sussex County under the
sponsorship of the newly formed Girl
Scouts Heart of New Jersey Council.

The Girl Scouts Heart of New Jer-
sey Council, effective October 1, is
the recent merger of the Girl Scouts
of Greater Essex and Hudson Coun-
cil, the Girl Scouts of Rolling Hills
Council and the Girl Scouts of Wash-
ington Rock Council (GSWRC).

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Berkeley
Heights and Cranford are among the
communities within the GSWRC.

“Life Is Good” will be the theme of
the Camp Hoover event, which par-
ticipants may attend for a day or the
entire weekend. Various workshops
will be featured, meals will be pro-
vided and involvement in Girl Scout-
ing is not required. The general pub-
lic is welcome to attend.

Among the workshops will be ex-
ercising with yoga, Pilates and ca-
noeing or hiking. Many craft projects
also will be included, such as the
making of wine baskets led by Deb
Zvanut. New this year will be photog-
raphy and paper cutting.

Massages and manicures will be
offered throughout the day that Sat-
urday. Massages are scheduled for 15
minutes at $20 or 30 minutes at $35.
Manicures are available for $11.
Long-sleeved T-shirts with the event
logo may be ordered at registration
for an additional $20.

Weekend fees range from $95 for
the entire weekend, $75 for a one-
night stay or $50 for the day. Meals,
workshop fees and a patch are in-
cluded. Those interested are asked to

contact Deb Hooker at The Girl Scouts
Heart of New Jersey Council, Inc. at
(908) 232-3236, extension no. 1226,
or e-mail dhooker @gswrc.com. They
will be sent an event packet with reg-
istration forms and detailed workshop
information. Sessions are filling up, so
individuals are asked to respond as
soon as possible. The reservation dead-
line is Wednesday, October 1.

Miller-Cory Offers Events
For Families In October

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will feature
two Sunday programs for families
during the month of October.

“Scarecrow Day,” featuring a scare-
crow contest, will be held from 2 to 4
p.m. on October 5. Children are in-
vited to bring clothing and accesso-
ries to design their own scarecrows;
forms and straw will be provided.

Judging will take place at 3 p.m.,
with prizes to be awarded. Reserva-
tions are required, as spots are lim-
ited. Other activities for the after-
noon will include cookie decorating,
a craft, storytelling and refreshments.

“Halloween Hocus Pocus” will be
offered October 26 from 1:30 to 4
p.m. Children will have an opportu-
nity to make a haunted graham

cracker house and to enjoy other
spooky crafts, stories, games and
refreshments. Reservations are re-
quired and spaces are limited.

Admission for each program is $4
per child; adults may attend for free.
Other upcoming programs at the
museum include “Four Centuries in
a Weekend” on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 18 and 19; “Antiques
Appraisal” on Sunday, November 2;
“There’s Something in the Air – 18th-
Century Odors” on Sunday, Novem-
ber 9; “Spoon Dolls” on Sunday,
November 16, and “Thanksgiving
Dinner, Manners and Table Customs”
on Sunday, November 23.

For October program reservations
or for more information, call the mu-
seum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Screening Tomorrow
To Recall WTO Events

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Peace Council (UCPC) will hold a
free screening tomorrow, Friday, Sep-
tember 26, of This Is What Democ-
racy Looks Like, a documentary about
the November 1999 protests against
the World Trade Organization.

Now the subject of the film Battle In
Seattle, which was released on Sep-
tember 19 in selected United States
cities, this documentary shows the true-
life footage of the five days upon which
the current fictional release is based. It
will be shown at 7:30 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church (FUMC) of
Westfield at One East Broad Street.

All are invited to stay for refresh-
ments and a post-film discussion. A
parking lot is available on Ferris
Place (off Prospect Street). Attend-
ees are asked to enter by the side
door. The UCPC, the FUMC of
Westfield and Word Out! are the
sponsors. For more information, visit
ucpeace.org, e-mail
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com
or call Diane at (908) 233-7344.

Mr. Mahmoud to Recount
Napoleon’s Time In Egypt

WESTFIELD – Hassan “Sam”
Mahmoud will discuss “Napoleon’s
Adventure and Dalliances” at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society at noon on October
1 at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Mahmoud will relate how on
May 19, 1798, 29-year-old Italian-
Corsican French General Napoleon
Bonaparte led an expedition of 36,000
soldiers and an armada of 400 ships
to conquer Egypt.

Napoleon’s original goal was to cut
Britain’s route to its colonial India, and
to make a foothold for a new French
Empire in the East. His propagandist
pitch to the Egyptians was to liberate

them from their ruthless Mamluke rul-
ers and create a democratic state.

A few weeks after Napoleon’s ar-
rival in Egypt; however, the British
Admiral Horatio Nelson annihilated
Napoleon’s naval armada, leaving Na-
poleon stranded in Egypt without a
way of re-supply or communication
with the motherland.

Napoleon and his army subse-
quently took out their frustrations on
the Egyptian inhabitants, plundering
the country, whole massacring rebel-
lions and pursuing romantic dalli-
ances across cultures. After 14
months, Napoleon quietly slipped out
of Egypt, leaving the remnants of his
army in chaotic condition until they
surrendered to the British in 1801.

A native of Egypt, Mr. Mahmoud
serves on the board of trustees of the
Westfield Historical Society. He came
to the United States 38 years ago and
is a 16-year resident of Westfield.
Anyone wishing to attend the lun-
cheon is asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-6360 by noon
on Monday, September 29. The cost
is $15, including gratuity.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Temple Offers Services
For Families With Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS – Temple Sholom
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community with children to
attend a special children’s Torah ser-
vice on Tuesday, September 30, for
Rosh Hashanah and again on Thurs-
day, October 9, for Yom Kippur.

Led by Rabbi Joel Abraham and
student cantor Vicky Glikin, these
services will be an age-appropriate
way for young children to learn the
themes and music of the holidays and
for parents and children alike to wor-
ship together as a community.

Both services will begin at 2 p.m.
in the congregation’s sanctuary, lo-
cated at Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Attendees are
asked to enter through the doors fac-
ing Martine Avenue. Services are free
and no tickets are required. For more
information, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Spaghetti Dinner Oct. 4
To Benefit Veterans

WESTFIELD – American Legion
Post 3 will host a spaghetti dinner on
Saturday, October 4, from 4:30 to
8:30 p.m. at its post home, located on
the corner of North Avenue and Cross-
way Place in Westfield.

Dinner will include spaghetti and
meatballs, salad and bread. Tickets
may be purchased at the door. The
price is $8 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren under 12. A cash bar will be
available. Proceeds will benefit vet-
eran assistance programs.

Handwriting Analyst
To Visit Local Library
GARWOOD – Graphologist

Bernice Krieger, who has more than
30 years experience as a handwriting
analyst, will present a program on
Monday, September 29, at 7 p.m. at
the Garwood Public Library.

She will answer audience ques-
tions and then perform individual
analyses. Each analysis Ms. Krieger
does is discreet and takes only a few
minutes, offering insight into indi-
vidual personalities and interests.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street, behind Lincoln
School. Space is limited to 50 attend-
ees. To register, call the library at (908)
789-1670 or visit the circulation desk.

Our Fall Festival 
begins this 
weekend. Saturday 
and Sundays we will 
have our pumpkin 
picking, ponyrides & 
hayrides.  Bring in a 
can of food for our 
food drive this weekend and receive a 
FREE hayride. (one can per person) 

Don’t forget we have plenty of Mums, 
Fall Magic,  Perennials, and Pansies to add 
to the garden.

It’s Apple season, so remember to grab 
a gallon of cider, and some Jersey Fresh 
Apples.

Our Shrub Sale is still going on with 
savings of 20-50% Off. 

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

During periods of market turmoil and economic 
uncertainty, we understand that you may have 
concerns about the fitness and reliability of the 
financial services firms that are helping manage 
your wealth.  Through our association with Royal 
Bank of Canada (RBC) — one of North America’s 
largest and healthiest financial institutions — RBC 
Wealth Management is uniquely positioned to be a 
prudent choice for your investments now and when 
market volatility subsides and economic forecasts brighten.

RBC Wealth Management shares with RBC a conservative, proactive approach to risk 
management and rigorous operational discipline that makes management accountable for 
results.*  Therefore, RBC’s financial strength, sound risk management policies, strong balance 
sheet, diversified business mix and performance relative to its peers has been, and should 
remain, a source of confidence.**

Please contact our Summit branch to learn more about our unique company

Solid Foundation. Unshaken Principles.

© 2008 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets Corporation, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

*RBC and RBC Capital Markets Corporation carry separate balance sheets and are responsible for separate debts.  

**We believe RBC’s credit rating, stock performance, and financial information reflect the company’s fiscal 
stewardship. However, these business metrics affect neither the performance nor the implied protection of 
investments held in accounts at RBC Wealth Management or RBC Capital Markets Corporation.

*** Major credit ratings as at August 27, 2008.  Credit ratings are not recommendations to purchase, sell or hold our 
securities as they do not comment on market prices or suitability for a particular investor.  Ratings are subject to 
revision or withdrawal at any time by the rating organization.

RBC Wealth Management is a division of RBC Capital Markets Corporation.  RBC Capital Markets Corporation is a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of, and separate legal entity from, Royal Bank of Canada. Royal Bank of Canada does not 
guarantee any debts or obligations of RBC Wealth Management. 

RBC’S SENIOR DEBT RATING***

Moody’s Investors Service Aaa

Standard & Poor’s AA-

Fitch Ratings AA

DBRS  AA

The Frankfort Group
Adam Frankfort & Mitchell Schoenbaum

adam.frankfort@rbc.com        mitchell.schoenbaum@rbc.com
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Israeli Anthology Publishes
Student’s ‘Life in Her Eyes’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Taylor Swaak,

an eighth grader at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains, has been passionate
about writing since kindergarten.

She recently received the honor of
having one of her poems
published in an annual an-
thology, Voices Israel
2008, “Poetry from Israel
and abroad,” Volume 34.

Taylor’s poem, “Life In
Her Eyes,” was written
when she was in sixth
grade studying the Holo-
caust. The poem reflects
the experiences of a young
girl surviving day to day
in a German concentra-
tion camp.

Her mom, Christina
Swaak, said, “It is so mature and poi-
gnant for someone so young that I felt
I needed to share her work with others.
I was very humbled by the poem’s
intensity and hopeful to think that many
of our kids are beginning to better un-
derstand the atrocities of that time.”

The editor of Voices Israel, Helen
Bar-Lev, was equally impressed with

Taylor’s work. Of the 129 individuals
whose poems appear in the book, Tay-
lor is the only child represented.

Taylor was first recognized for her
writing back in 2006, when she entered

a statewide essay contest
asking kids to write to their
favorite author about the
impact their book(s) had
on them.

Taylor was one of 75
semifinalists chosen out
of 7,000 New Jersey stu-
dents who participated in
this nationally run “Let-
ters about Literature” es-
say contest.

Her letter was addressed
to J.K. Rowling of the
popular “Harry Potter” se-

ries. The awards ceremony was held at
the Governor’s Mansion in Princeton.

The “Letters about Literature” con-
test is held yearly, and this year’s sub-
missions must be postmarked by De-
cember 6. More information about the
contest can be obtained at New Jersey
Center for the Book at
njcenterforthebook.org.

YYOUOU RR FFAMIAMI LLY’SY’S FFALLALL FUFU NN ISIS
JUSJUSTT ARAROUOU NN DD THTH EE RIVERBENRIVERBEN D!D!

Already decided on Riverbend

for next summer?

FAMILY CAMP DAY 

Saturday October 4 th

Enroll for 2009 by October 4 and

enjoy a day at camp for parents and kids

• high ropes • games

• canoeing • sports

• ceramics • gaga

• arts& crafts • BBQ lunch

Still choosing a camp fornext summer? 
OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIESSaturday October 25th 11am to 2pm

Meet our family, play with our counselors and
sample lots of fun Camp Riverbend activities,games, crafts and BBQ lunch

OR

1-888-THE CAMP www.campriverbend.com

RSVP Required

THEY CALL ME MACARENA…Franklin students and their families recently
got together for the PTO’s annual picnic. Families packed their own meals along
with a dessert to share; afterwards, children took part insports, face-painting, hula-
hoop and jump rope activities. Franklin dad and deejay Brian Moynihan provided
music, which had students dancing in the schoolyard. Pictured are fourth graders
Emily Sackett and Emma Pettit sharing a laugh while doing “The Macarena.”

Park School Families Enjoy
Fifth Grade Welcome Picnic

PICNICGROUNDS…Fifth grader Zachary Carter, sitting at center, enjoys the
Park Middle School Fifth Grade Welcome Picnic with his family: Mom Lainie,
Dad Brett and Sister Jillian.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Earlier this
month, approximately 100 Park Middle
School families enjoyed a picnic on the
Park Middle School grounds.

The Fifth Grade Picnic, held Sep-
tember 5, was an opportunity to wel-
come the incoming fifth graders and
their families to the Park Middle School
community.

Families brought their dinner, chairs
and blankets, and enjoyed an evening
with old friends while meeting new
ones. Each family was asked to bring
chips, fruit or a dessert to share. As a
result, the snack and dessert table had a
wide assortment of goodies for all.

After the families finished their din-
ners, the fifth graders and their siblings
busied themselves on the School One
playground and played soccer, football
and Frisbee.

PTA officers Maggie Savoca, presi-
dent, Jayne Tsipas, recording secretary,
and Michelle Blanck, second vice presi-
dent, welcomed families and encour-
aged them to sign up for the Park Middle
School e-mail list.

Currently, 119 of the 227 fifth grade
students’ families are signed up for the
e-mail list. It provides a way to stay
informed about school activities and

news. Anyone wishing to sign up for
the e-mail list should e-mail
parkptapres@gmail.com with their
name, student’s name and grade, and
phone number.

In addition, Lisa Rebimbas, princi-
pal and Michael Kneller, assistant prin-
cipal, were on hand to meet and greet
the fifth graders and their families.

They were able to answer questions
and get to know those in attendance in
an informal and fun atmosphere.

• Learn from Nationally Acclaimed, Award Winning,
Published Designer.

• Discover 10 innovative products to make your kitchen
more functional.

• Find out what woods, finishes and colors are hot, and
what’s not.

• Learn where your investment dollars are maximized.

FREE KITCHEN SEMINAR

Where: The Hilton at Short HIlls
When: Tuesday, October 7th

Time: 7 pm

Space is limited to first 25 callers.
Reserve your seat by calling (973) 376-8878

Abbey’s Kitchens, Baths, & Interiors, Inc.
www.abbeys.com

W403604-01

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
 The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario 
C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, 
Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to 

the public a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about 
Divorce” at The Westwood in Garwood on Thursday, September 25, 2008 and 
Saturday, September 27, 2008.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in 

matrimonial law for over 35 years, and his group of other well-experienced 
attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer all your 
questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, division of 
assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence and post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child related circumstances, as well as the new 
law governing civil unions.   
 
 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an 

alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers 
the potential for significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are 
fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 
proceedings. 

 
 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or 
if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free 

Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may 
be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.  
A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.  

 

WHERE: 

The Westwood 

438 North Avenue  

Garwood, New Jersey 07027 

908-789-0808 

www.thewestwood.com 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, September 27, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200      

Refreshments will be served 

Paid Bulletin Board

Scott Seib
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Quality bathroom remodeling

for 26 years

908-654-1818
License #6548

WF’s Mosner Hones Skills
At Northwestern Institute

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Amanda Mosner, who is already ap-
plying her journalism skills as editor
of The Beacon newspaper at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
and contributing her opinions to the
“Student View” column for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times,
attended a five-week jour-
nalism program at North-
western University’s Na-
tional High School Insti-
tute during the summer.

Amanda’s program was
part of Medill,
Northwestern’s journal-
ism school.

One of a select group of
students from across the
country who appliedfor
the program, Amanda
learned from Medill pro-
fessors and guest speakers in “heavily
condensed” college classes.

She honed her skills in basic news
reporting, descriptive writing, feature
writing, design, broadcast journalism,
ethics, libel and first-amendment is-
sues, among other topics.

Amanda, who is the daughter of Mr.
Matthew Mosner and Ms. Nancy
Richman of Westfield, said, “The pro-
gram has most definitely helped my
writing and journalism skills. I have
learned an incredible amount here,
and since our instructors edit our pa-
pers like they would college students
or adult writers, we’re getting really
great and helpful criticism.

“They aren’t ‘dumbing’ anything
down for us,” she added. “It’s prob-
ably one of the reasons why the pro-
gram is so amazingly intense.”

The program has also given Amanda
countless ideas that she would like to
apply to her work on The Beacon. She
hopes to manage the newspaper with

greater efficiency and pub-
lish it more frequently.

“While this program has
been incredibly difficult
and tiring, I am learning
so much that it’s almost
unbelievable,” she shared.
“I’ve heard so many dif-
ferent people speak on so
many different topics; I’ve
visited The Chicago Tri-
bune and Newsweek; and
I’ve learned about all the
things you can do in jour-
nalism. I’m also planning

on trying to freelance this year in
addition to writing for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, which our instruc-
tors encourage us to do already.”

Looking toward the future, Amanda
said, “Since the eighth grade, I’ve
wanted to pursue a career in journal-
ism. After being here, I’ve learned that
it is constantly getting harder to get
into, as papers grow smaller and
smaller, for example, but I don’t care.
I would love to be a foreign correspon-
dent above all, but I’d also like to write
for a magazine such as Rolling Stone
or Newsweek or just be a national hard
news writer.”

Amanda Mosner

Union Catholic Students
Experience Life in Spain

AREA – For three weeks this past
summer, nine current seniors at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
participated in the Council on Overseas
Language Educa-
tion at the
Universitaria San
Lorenzo, Spain.

C h r i s t o p h e r
Brown, Edison;
Melissa Carey,
Scotch Plains; Katie
Colombo, Scotch
Plains; Gina Egidio,
Edison; James
Lubin, Cranford;
Jenna Lloyd,
Cranford; Nina
Napolitano, Scotch
Plains; Christopher
Wolff, Scotch
Plains, and Ashley
Wytenus, Colonia,
earned college cred-
its in foreign language to take with
them upon graduation from Union
Catholic.

The students traveled to the cities of
Valencia, Leon, Valladolid, Salamanca
and Madrid. Through their personal
contacts with the Spanish people, the

students gathered information about its
culture and civilization, assisting them
with the rigorous academic require-
ments of the program.

The students at-
tended evening
classes and tours
and completed
Spanish-language
immersion and oral
presentations for
final grading.

Six of the stu-
dents who attended
the trip are cur-
rently in Advanced
Placement Span-
ish, while three are
in Honors Spanish
4.

When asked
about the overall
benefits that this
experience would

bring to the students, Cathy McHugh,
Spanish teacher and curriculum spe-
cialist of the Foreign Language Depart-
ment said, “The best and most effective
way to learn another language is total
immersion and that is what this trip to
Spain provided.”

RAGING BULL…Pictured attending
a bullfight in Madrid, from left to right,
are Gina Egidio, James Lubin of
Cranford and Christopher Brown. The
students participated in an Overseas
Language Education immersion at the
Universitaria San Lorenzo, Spain.

SP-F Music Boosters
Announce Golf Outing

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD –
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Booster Association is hosting a golf
outing on Monday, October 6, at
Shackamaxon Country Club, with a
buffet dinner and music immediately
following at the country club.

This event will serve as the Music
Boosters’ premier fundraising event of
the school year. Last year’s event en-
abled the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
sic Boosters to purchase more than
$8,000 worth of instruments and equip-
ment for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district.

The cost per person for golf is $185
and includes a cart, use of the putting
green, locker rooms, a light lunch,
snacks on the course, and a buffet din-

ner following the tournament.
There will be prizes awarded for golf

as well as raffles at the post-tournament
dinner. The award-winning Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
Moonglowers Jazz ensemble and other
choral ensembles will provide enter-
tainment from the high school.

Corporate and hole sponsors are still
needed for this event.

For more information, contact Jamie
Denman at (908) 472-8308, Lisa
McNally at (908) 654-5506 or Kate
Reilly at (908) 889-6224 or e-mail
spfmbagolftennis@yahoo.com.

Woman’s Club Invites
Area Women to Join
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield invites women in the area
to enjoy its numerous activities.

The club gives cash contributions to
Children’s Specialized Hospital, boy
and girl scouts, the United Fund, Over-
look Hospice, Center For Hope Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, among many
others.

The ongoing volunteer services sup-
port meals for the needy, shelters for
abused women, Christmas treats for
veterans, hours spent at the food bank
and many more. Interesting speakers,
social events and recreation contribute
to a well-rounded program.

Open enrollment is ongoing. All are
welcome to join, and membership is
not limited to Westfield residents. For
further information, a brochure and an
application please contact: Woman’s
Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428,
Westfield, N.J. 07091 or call (908) 233-
2339.

Fanwood Recreation
Posts Senior Programs
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recre-

ation Commission has announced its
fall program schedule for borough se-
nior citizens. Programs will begin the
week of Monday, September 29, and
run through the week of Monday, De-
cember 15.

Offerings include Aerobics (Tues-
days, 9:15 to 10 a.m.), Tai Chi (Tues-
days, 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.), Line Danc-
ing (Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m.) and Water
Exercise (Fridays, 11 to 11:45 a.m.).

All classes will be held in the recre-
ation building at Forest Road Park,
except for Water Exercise, which will
take place at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus in-
door pool. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Registration forms may be picked up
at Fanwood Borough Hall, located at
75 North Martine Avenue. For more
information about fees, the schedule
and registration, visit
fanwoodrecreation.org or call Fanwood
Recreation at (908) 370-7092.

October  2008  Westfield Memorial Library Events 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Sunday 1:00 to 5 PM 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090    908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

10/1
10/3
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/10 
10/14 
10/16 
10/17 
10/20 
10/21 
10/22 
10/23 
10/24 
10/29 
10/29 
10/30 
10/31 

 7:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 
2 & 7 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 
 7:00 pm 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:30 pm 
 8:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 

“The Addams Family” Movie” 
TGIF!  The Pine Barrens of New Jersey 
International Film:  “This is England” 
Computer Class:  Online Data Bases: Homework 911 
Ron MacCloskey Presents Charles Addams  
TGIF!  George Burns 
Computer Class:  Online Data Bases: Homework 911 
Computer Class:  Business & Investment Resources  
TGIF!  Antonio Vivaldi 
Digital TV:  What to Do Before Digital TV Arrives 
Computer Class: Microsoft Excel for Beginners 
Local author Naomi Desiderio Speaks on Hell at Sea
Computer Class: Travel Resources on the Internet 
TGIF!  Travel France 
Computer Class:  Microsoft Word for Beginners 
NJ Devil: Fact or Fiction? 
Poetry Reading by Susanna Rich:  “The Thing” 
TGIF! Classic Movie Week:  “Laura” 

CHILDREN’S AND TEEN PROGRAMS 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

10/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
10/3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
10/6, 20, 27 
10/7, 14, 21, 28 
10/7, 14, 21, 28 
10/8
10/9, 23 
10/15 
10/16 
10/24 

10:00 am 
10:00 am 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
 3:30 pm 
 3:45 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 3:45 pm 

Preschool Storytime 
Tots’ Storytime 
Toddler Time 
PreSchool Storytime 
Teen Board Games 
Readers’ Theater 
Babies Love Lapsit! 
Scavenger Hunt at the Library 
Author Bonnie Cuzollino: Letter of Love from China 
Big Kids’ Storytime 

Closed on Monday, October 13 for Columbus Day 

Mum’s The Word At
Westfield High School
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School marching band will hold its
annual fall mum sale, Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. rain
or shine at Edison Intermediate School
on the corner of Rahway Avenue and
Grove Street.

The sale will feature nine-inch pot-
ted mums in an assortment of colors at
$7 each.

Proceeds help sponsor band events,
activities and competitions. Westfield
blankets and other merchandise will
also be on sale. For more information,
call (908) 389-1596.

Taylor Swaak
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OPTIMIST Club of Westfield
Thanks supporters of

Project Graduation – BASH ’08

The school year is once again upon us and plans are already underway for the all-night, drug and alcohol free
graduation party for the Westfield High School senior class on June 22, 2009. Project Graduation BASH will

celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2009.

Over the past 19 years, approximately 85% of the graduating class students have attended Project Graduation -
BASH, the substance-free celebration sponsored by the OPTIMIST Club of Westfield.

The OPTIMIST Club would like to thank the many individuals and businesses for their support and
contributions to help provide a safe environment for the 2008 senior class to celebrate graduation.

2008 Senior Parent Contributions: Over $20,000

Optimist Club

 Of Westfield

Class of 2008 Student Contribution: $2,000

Co-Sponsor - $3,000
Westfield Recreation Department

Gold Sponsor - $1,000
Fairview Cemetery

Westfield Area YMCA
Westfield Service League

Silver Sponsor - $500
Acorn Financial

Copies Now
Mack Camera & Video Service

PNC Bank
Schering-Plough Corporation

Wachovia Securities

Bronze Sponsor - $250
Adlers Jewelers

Baci Hair Studio
Buontempo Realty & Insurance

Christine Cosenza State Farm Insurance Agency
Coldwell Banker Realtors - Arlene Post

Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria
David Leiz Custom Woodworking

Ferraro’s Restaurant
Finestein & Malloy, Esq.

Galaxy Coach Inc.
Gersch Orthodontics
Gold Medal Fitness

Joe DeMaio/Torin Rutner Oral Surgery
Limani Seafood Grill

Moving Mavens
The Portasoft Company Inc.

Stuarts Audio
Top Line Appliance

Town Bank
Weldon Materials Inc.

Vince & Sally Wilt

Friends
Alpha Auto Insurance

Baron’s Drug Store
Brick Oven

 Sam Cugno-Figaro Hair Styling
Kings Supermarkets

Rita’s
Trader Joe’s

Stop & Shop Supermarket Co.

For more information about the OPTIMIST Club and Project Graduation contact us at:
OPTIMIST Club Project Graduation – BASH: P.O. Box 2213 Westfield, N.J. 07091

http://westfieldnj.com/optimist

Platinum Sponsor - $1,500
Westfield High School PTSO

Rotary Club of Westfield

Boosters - $100
16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro

John A. Aiello
Anzelone Associates, LLC

Arthur Attenasio, Esq.
B. Kubick Opticians

Boyle Event Planning Group, LLC
Brunner Opticians

Ciarrocca & Ciarrocca
Dave Rossi Photography

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Garwood Shop Rite

Hershey’s Subs & Delicatessen
Hudson City Savings Bank

Infantino Brothers Disposal Co.
J. Winthrop & Co. Jewelers

Juxtapose Gallery
Mojave Grille/Isabella’s/Theresa’s

Joe & Lyn Mudd
On Your Mark Productions

Racquets Etc.
Rosie’s Wine Bar

Salon Visage
Scott Seib Plumbing & Heating

The Fleder Family
Westfield Inn Best Western

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group

If you sometimes leak urine when you laugh, cough, sneeze, or exercise,
you may have a medical condition known as stress urinary incontinence.

If you experience pressure-like discomfort or problems with bladder or
bowel control, you may have pelvic organ prolapse. These conditions
affect millions of women, and cause discomfort and embarrassment.

Stress urinary incontinence and pelvic organ prolapse are common and 
treatable conditions. You can learn more at a FREE educational seminar,

“Pelvic Health: Start Living Again.”

The event is hosted by:
Special Surgery for Women

at Trinitas Hospital
Labib E. Riachi, MD

When: Saturday September 27 at 12:00 PM
Location: Westfield Memorial Library Program Room

550 East Broad St. • Westfield, NJ 07090
Lunch will be served

You’ll learn about effective solutions that can help you
regain control of your life by treating your condition.

To RSVP, please call 908-282-2000. Partners are welcome.

Realtors Announce
Annual Coat Drive

WESTFIELD – The 15th annual
coat drive, sponsored by the Com-
munity Service Committee of the
Greater Union County Association
of Realtors (GUCAR), is being held
through Thursday, October 23.

Men’s, women’s and children’s
styles and sizes of coats and jackets
are welcome. They will be distrib-
uted to local families and charitable
agencies throughout Union County.

Coats and wraps may be brought
to the GUCAR office at 767 Central
Avenue in Westfield, Monday
through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. All items should be clean
and in wearable condition. For more
information, call the association at
(908) 232-9000.

New Fall-Winter Schedule
Begins Sunday at Calvary

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will be-
gin a new fall and winter schedule
this Sunday, September 28.

The changes in the Sunday morning
schedule are the result of a yearlong
study by the congregation on how to
better serve the needs of 21st-century
families. The findings showed that
busy families and individuals need a
more condensed Sunday schedule and
more opportunities for fellowship.

As a result, Sunday worship services
now will be held from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
and again from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.
Those attending either service will be
able to take part in a weekly coffee and
fellowship time from 9:30 to 10:15
a.m., between the services.

The Sunday school program also
will change, starting at 9:45 a.m., but
ending 15 minutes earlier, at 10:30
a.m. At that time, the children will
march into church with their teachers
for a special children’s sermon before
joining their families in worship. Those
youngsters who cannot attend wor-
ship that day will be released to their
parents before entering the church.

A Rally Day celebration this Sun-
day at 9:45 a.m. will welcome Sun-
day school children ages 3 through

A BLESSED DAY…Bishop Domenick Marconi, pictured above, served as the
main celebrant at the Italian mass August 31 at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains in honor of the Patron Saint of
Montazzoli, Italy – San Nicola di Bari. The mass was followed by a procession,
ending at the annual St. Bartholomew Italian Festival that is held annually in
conjunction with Scotch Plains-Fanwood UNICO.

History to Come to Life
At County Harvest Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Sunday,
September 28, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal will host the 27th
annual Harvest Festival, rain or
shine, at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Walking through the festival
grounds will give everyone a chance
to see history come to life,” Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada
said. “As in years past, the Harvest
Festival promises to be a fun-filled
event for visitors of all ages.”

At this year’s festival, visitors
will have the opportunity to enjoy a
variety of displays and demonstra-
tions, including a Revolutionary
War encampment, quilting, canoe
building, gunsmithing, soap mak-
ing, bobbin lace making, loom work,
colonial games, basket making, fur
trapping and trading and butter
churning.

Along with the many ongoing
events, such as greetings by Town
Crier Bill Joseph and his wife, Alma,
there are scheduled performances
for the whole family.

The public can enjoy the barber-
shop harmony of the Rahway Val-
ley Jerseyaires and sing along with
a musical performance by Fresh Cut
Grass.

The festival will include Native
American lodge and artifact dis-
plays, storytelling and perfor-
mances, colonial and Native Ameri-
can crafts and work skills, a petting
zoo, pony rides, log sawing and
shingle splitting, among other ac-
tivities. An always-popular feature,
the “Build a Scarecrow” contest,
which requires a nominal fee for
participation, will return.

Vendors will be on site selling a
variety of food such as corn on the

cob, London broil, ribs, chicken,
Italian ice, pretzels, shrimp in a
basket, kettle korn, ice cream, fun-
nel cake, and freshly squeezed lem-
onade.

Admission to the festival is $3
per person, with children ages 7 and
younger admitted free of charge.

The Trailside Nature and Science
Center is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside. For
more information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org.

Recreation Available
For All Ages This Fall
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recre-

ation Commission has announced its
schedule of fall programs. Most pro-
grams will begin the week of Monday,
September 29.

For parent and child, there will be
Mommy and Me Art (ages 3 to 5 plus
adult). For children and teenagers, the
following will be offered: Sports
Squirts (ages 3 to 5); Fanwood Sci-
ence Club (ages 3½ to 5, grades kin-
dergarten to 2, grades 3 to 5); Arts and
Crafts (grades 2 to 4); Fall Sports
Camp (November 6 and 7 only, ages 5
to 14); Stop Motion Animation Work-
shop Club (grades 2 to 6); Video Game
Creation Workshop Club (grades 3 to
4, 5 to 8); Junior Jazzercise (ages 6 to
10); Fashion Illustration (ages 12 to
18); Wearable Art (ages 12 to 18);
Musical Theater (ages 6 to 7, 8 to 12);
High School Musical Theme Dance
Class (ages 5 to 7) and Boys Dance
Crew (ages 3 to 4, 5 to 6, 7 to 8).

Ceramics will be available for adults
only. For more details about all of these
programs, including schedule, fees and
registration, visit fanwoodrecreation.org
or call Fanwood Recreation at (908)
370-7092.

Walkathon to Benefit
Children With Dyslexia

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 32nd
Degree Masonic Learning Centers
will sponsor a walkathon on Sunday,
October 5, starting at noon to raise
money to help children with dyslexia
learn to read and write.

The walk will begin at the Scotch
Plains Learning Center, located at 301
Forest Road in Scotch Plains. For more
information, contact Jack Lay at (908)
322-4656 or jlay2@comcast.net.

Union Catholic Plans
Open House Event

SCOTCH PLAINS –Union Catho-
lic High School, located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, will
host an open house on Thursday,
October 2, at 7 p.m.

Union Catholic offers an academic
environment for all learning levels, a
fine arts program that includes
graphic art, studio art and perform-
ing arts, and competitive, nationally
ranked athletic teams. For additional
information, call (908) 889-1600,
extension no. 302, or register to at-
tend at ucevents.org.

Erratum
SCOTCH PLAINS – In a recent

article concerning Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Alumni Asso-
ciation scholarships, Karin Vernimb,
Class of 1978, was erroneously listed
as the mother of scholarship recipient
Meghan Dhaliwal. Her mother is ac-
tually Kiran Dhaliwal, Class of 1977.
Apologies to all involved for the mis-
take.

AUTUMN HARVEST...History will come to life this Sunday, September 28, at the
county’s 27th annual Harvest Festival, to be held rain or shine at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Mountainside from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Library Programs to Address
Finding Career Fulfillment

SCOTCH PLAINS – This fall, the
Scotch Plains Public Library, in part-
nership with Health and Wellness Pro-
fessional Network, will offer a series
of workshops geared to jobseekers.

“Finding Your True Career Path”
will take place on Monday, October
6, at 7 p.m. It will focus on how
individuals can identify and commu-
nicate their values, passions and tal-
ents, whether they are at the begin-
ning of their career path, somewhere
in the middle or nearing retirement.

On Thursday, October 16, at 7 p.m.,
Doris Young Boyer will present “Sur-
viving and Thriving: Essential Busi-
ness Skills for the Workplace.” This
lecture will give participants strate-
gies and knowledge to address most
business situations and an overview
of the universal guidelines governing
workplace behavior.

She will address how a person can
differentiate himself or herself as the
best candidate for the open position
or for the upcoming promotion and
the strategies and skills that will get
people hired and retained and move
them forward in their careers.

On Wednesday, October 29, “Re-
tirement Savvy For Boomers and
Beyond” will be offered at 7 p.m.

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Roseanna Zoubek will address fac-
tors for planning a fulfilling retire-
ment. This will not be a financial
planning workshop, but one that ex-
plores other elements that contribute
to happiness during these years, in-
cluding work.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Pre-registra-
tion is highly recommended, as space
is limited. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For further information, to reg-
ister or get directions, call the library
at (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

Rainbows to Assist
Grieving Youngsters

WESTFIELD – The non-denomi-
national program Rainbows, offered
to children who are grieving a loss
through death, divorce, separation, ill-
ness or other painful family situations,
will be offered at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

This program is open to children
ages 5 to 12, with special exceptions
made for 4-year-olds based on matu-
rity. Sessions also are available for
teenagers. Anticipated to start on Oc-
tober 14, the program will consist of
six one-hour sessions on Tuesdays
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. through No-
vember/December. Six additional
sessions are planned for the spring.

For more information about the
program or if interested in helping as
an adult volunteer facilitator, e-mail
Coordinator Mike Meriton at
rainbowshelp@gmail.com or call
(908) 720-7044.

‘Dual Keyboards’ Set
At Calvary Episcopal
SUMMIT – Kay Healy-Wedsworth

and James S. Little will perform works
for two and four hands for various
instruments at “Dual Keyboards” at 3
p.m. on Sunday, October 5, at the
Calvary Episcopal Church, located at
31 Woodland Avenue in Summit. A
free-will offering will be taken. For
more details, call (908) 277-1547.

Calvary Chorale concerts are
funded in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs. Con-
tributions and freewill offerings are
appreciated.

seventh grade and their families in
the church’s Fellowship Hall.

Fall activities also will include  op-
portunities for participating in the adult,
teen, hand-bell and children’s choirs.

Calvary Lutheran is celebrating its
80th anniversary this month. For fur-
ther information about worship ser-
vices, activities and directions, call
the church office at (908) 276-2418.Vendor Fair on Tap

Saturday at Ashbrook
SCOTCH PLAINS – A vendor fair

will take place this Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, from noon to 4 p.m. at the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center, located at 1610 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. Thirty-five
vendors, three live bands and food will
be featured. Proceeds will directly
benefit Ashbrook residents.

FALL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Fall Open House and find out why young men from
109 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Hiking Club Invites
Public to Activities

AREA – The Union County Hik-
ing Club offers various hiking and
bicycling activities, mostly in central
and northern New Jersey. Member-
ship dues are $10 per year. Prospec-
tive members may try out the club by
participating in up to three outings
before joining. For a complimentary
schedule, which includes a new mem-
ber application, call (908) 527-4900.
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DELSORDI HITS 1ST GOAL, D’ANNUNZIO NAILS 2ND

Raider Soccer Boys Silence
Plainfield Cardinal Boys, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Mike DelSordi skimmed a
free kick off the head of a defender
and into the net early in the second
half and Co-Captain Joe D’Annunzio
pushed in another goal toward the
game’s end to give the 3-1 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team a 2-0 victory over visit-
ing Plainfield on September 17.

Although the Raiders out-shot the
1-2 Cardinals 10-3 in the first half,
there appeared to be lack of intensity,
possibly stemming from a heartbreak-
ing 1-0 setback to rival Westfield the
day before. Only three of the Raiders’

shots posed a major scoring threat.
The first came from DelSordi, who
drilled a free kick into the near post
and the last came off a header from
Steve Bello that caused Cardinal
goalie Leo Ramirez (6 saves) to make
a diving save. The Raiders also had
seven corner kicks in the half but
none resulted in a shot on goal.

“We were very lackadaisical in the
first half. I didn’t think we gave ef-
fort. To a degree, it was our fault. We
should never have given in to
Westfield wanting to play on Tuesday
rather than Monday because we had
to come and play the very next day. It
brings down the physicalness of the

kids having tired legs. We played
very hard in a very physical game

WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
THURS. OCTOBER 2nd - 8:00pm

At the Westfield Municipal Building:
Community Room

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for
the 2009 baseball season.  Anyone interested in addressing the
board is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board
directly at westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the
WBL Board of Directors for the 2009 season:

NAME

Leo White
Phil Russo
Ron Greenberg
Gary Fox
Al Rabinowitz
Frank Fusaro
Ed Savickas
Tony Catanzaro
Rick Elliott
Matt Isabella
Michael Varano
Scott Faktor
Danny Duffy
Paul Friel
Rich Dursee
John Githens & John Monaghan
Joe Rinaldi
Dan Eliades

TITLE

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
FIELD SCHEDULE/UMPIRES
SUMMER TRAVEL
TREASURER
PONY/MUSTANG LEAGUE
MAJOR LEAGUE
INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
REGISTRATION
4TH GRADE
3RD GRADE
2ND GRADE
1ST GRADE
KINDERGARTEN
EQUIPMENT/UNIFORMS
SPONSORS
SAFETY

 A Winning Equation: 
 

Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement + 
 

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD = 

 

 College Scholarships & Acceptances  

    Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com  

TAYLOR SCORES SPF TD, GREEN MAKES 14 TACKLES

No. 9 Blue Knights Trip Up
SP-F Raider Gridders, 24-7

JOHNSON 3 TDs; DiIORIO HITS DYER, GRAY FOR TDs

Blue Devil Gridders Shut Out
Kearny Kardinal Boys, 40-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expecting to have an easy time
with the very young Kearny
Kardinals, the Westfield High School
football team found pay dirt with an
aerial attack, a ground assault and a
defensive blitz that created several
turnovers, which led to a 40-0 tri-
umph in Kearny on September 19.

Senior running back Ricardo
Johnson, who carried 14 times for 91
yards, led the ground attack with
touchdown (TD) runs of 18 yards,
nine yards and 43 yards, respectively.

Senior quarterback Tony DiIorio (4
rushes, 27 yards) completed six of
eight pass attempts in the first half for
115 yards, including a two-yard TD
pass to senior Craig Dyer and a TD
strike to junior wide receiver Pat Gray
that netted 59 yards.

“We wanted Tony to throw it a little
bit because I didn’t think we threw it
that well last week,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno.

The defense may not have been at
the top of its game but the Blue Devils
did force several turnovers. Senior
free safety/wide receiver Chris

Sheehan set up the Blue Devils’ first
TD with an interception at the
Kardinal 21, then he read the
quarterback’s eyes perfectly to pull
off a full galloping interception at the
Kearny 23 and return it to pay dirt for
the final TD in the third quarter.

“They have been running the same
stuff over and over, so eventually it got
easy to read. I read it right off the line
and it was easy to march right into the
end zone,” Sheehan said. “The best
part about tonight is we won 40-0 and
we didn’t play our best football.”

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stop senior quarterback Joshua
Evans! That is what the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
needed to do to knock off ninth-ranked
Irvington on the new turf field in
Scotch Plains on opening day on Sep-
tember 20.

Evans, however, performed his
magic for two touchdown (TD) passes
and a 92-yard TD sprint to provide
the 2-0 Blue Knights with a 24-7
triumph. Evans completed 12 of 22
passes for 226 yards and carried 12

times for 173 yards.
Excluding penalties, the Raiders

finished with 217 yards rushing and
junior quarterback Gary Binkiewicz,
who carried five times for 38 yards,
aired the ball, completing six of 24
tosses for 102 yards. Binkiewicz con-
nected four times for 76 yards in the
first half, 26 yards in the second half
and engineered four impressive
drives.

Referring to Binkiewicz, Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said,
“He’s been playing quarterback for
four weeks. I think he has a chance to
be outstanding. He did some out-
standing things and he’s only going
to get better.”

Senior running back Anthony Tay-
lor plowed for 122 yards, including a
one-yard TD blast, on 21 carries. Se-
nior fullback Marcus Green galloped

36 yards on six carries and snagged
one reception for 11 yards. Senior
Andrew Brockel rolled for 21 yards
on three carries. Senior wide receiv-
ers Adam Clark had two receptions
for 57 yards and Mike Marsan made
two catches for 21 yards. Junior tight
end Kameron Williams was the re-
cipient of a 13-yard delivery.

Except for a few breakdowns, the
Raider defense played tough. Senior
defensive back Mike Ferrara recov-
ered an Irvington fumble on the open-
ing kickoff. Defensive back Kenny
Azard made a big fumble recovery at
the seven-yard line to prevent a pos-
sible score in the third quarter. Green
punished the Blue Knights with 14
vicious tackles and Williams dropped
nine Irvington rushers to the turf,
while Ferrara and Binkiewicz each

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

SPF/Irvington Football
SPF Football/Soccer Ribbon
Westfield/Kearny Football
Westfield/SPF Girls Tennis

Westfield/Cranford Boy Soccer
SPF/Plainfield Boys Soccer

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE ICING ON THE CAKE…Junior Joe D’Annunzio scored the second goal in the Raiders’ 2-0 victory over
visiting Plainfield.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A RAIDER TOUCHDOWN…Raider Anthony Taylor, No. 2, behind great blocking from his teammates
slants left before running for a 40-yard gain in the third quarter against the Blue Knights. Taylor plowed for 122 yards on
21 carries.
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

September 26, 1998: Quarterback
Brandon Doerr was so hot that no
Cougar could touch him as he fired
three touchdown passes and ran for
another to lead the Blue Devils foot-
ball team to a blazing, 55-14, burning
of the young Cranford Cougars in
Cranford. Senior receiver Gabe Perez
dazzled the awestruck Cougars with
two amazing touchdown receptions.

September 25, 1999: The Raider
boys cross-country team pulled off
an impressive victory by winning the
Passaic County Coaches Invitational
in West Paterson. Andrew Elko placed
fourth with a time of 17:25.31 and
sophomore Bob Wallden finished fifth
at 17:27.1

September 21, 2001: The Westfield
High School gymnastic team scored
its highest total of the season with a
108.15-101.85 victory over hosting
Somerville. Senior Lauren Caravello
took top all-around honors with a
37.025. Jessica Caravello had a 9.525
first-place score in the floor exercise.

September 25, 2002: Westfield
girl’s soccer team claimed an impres-

sive 1-0 victory over Kearny in
Westfield. Blue Devil keeper Megan
Connors recorded 12 saves and earned
her third shutout of the season and
junior halfback Carrie Hubbard net-
ted the game’s only goal.

September 23, 2003: The talented
Raider gymnastics team was nipped by
visiting Montclair, 105.25-105.1, in a
meet that went right down to the wire.
Raider Katie Zaleski took second in the
all-around with a total of 34.95.

September 25, 2004: In the all-
for-fun event and for the first time in
the six years of the Chrone’s Oldtimers
Softball game in Mountainside, the
Senior Gents prevailed over Chrone’s
Kids by a crushing score of 15-7.
Chief Scout Neil Boyle for the Gents
was able to complete the roster at the
last minute by drafting Leader/Times
sports editor, Dave Corbin to take up
space at second base.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tradition of Girls Tennis
Big in Town, and at WHS

Thanks to the Westfield Tennis Club,
Westfield has had quite a few outstand-
ing female tennis players over the years.
Going back to the 1930s, when Anne
and Pat (WHS, ’37) Cumming led the
way. They were followed by Jean Le-
ver (’40), who starred at Bucknell, Jean
Rockey (’43), a member of the Junior
Wightman Cup team in 1940, Betty
Coumbe (’44), who played at William
and Mary, and later Zeb Bentley (’56)
at Mount Holyoke. In the ’60s, girls
like Sheri Galligan (’64), Barbara
Reeves (’64) and Cathy Williams (’65)
upheld the tradition with high national
and eastern rankings.

In the late 1960s, WHS had some
outstanding girls players, like Anne
Stuhler (Pat Cumming’s daughter), Lisa
Taylor, Becky Maddox, Penny
Meiklejohn, Barbara Deer, Lauren Van
Leuven, Nancy Galligan, Ellen
Magliaro and Sharon Naulty. They were
in the time before the NJSIAA recog-
nized girls sports.

The WHS girls tennis team was offi-
cially formed as a varsity program in
the spring of 1972, and coach Kathy
Luckey’s squad won the state Group 4
tournament the following year! That
was with Amy Mallor, Debbie Deer,
Avis Frommer and Sue Gannon at
singles, with Karen Smith-Mary Ellen
Brehm and Nancy Chenitz-Pemy
MacKenzie at doubles.

In the first 11 years of the program
under Luckey, the girls won 10 sec-
tional titles and four state Group 4
championships.

The Union County Tournament was
created in 1976, which was the first
year that girls tennis was played in the
fall. And from 1976 through 1982,
Kathy Luckey’s teams won six of the
seven titles, losing only in 1981, when
they finished (gasp!) seventh. In those
first seven years of the tourney, WHS
had 14 singles flight champions out of
a possible 21.

Then came the drought. In the last 10
years under Luckey, WHS posted a
solid 170-36 dual-meet record, but had
no UCT singles flight winners and no
team titles; the balance of power had
shifted north of Route 22, with first
Summit, then Oak Knoll and Kent Place
dominating the next 15 years.

WHS did not win another county
championship until taking back-to-back
titles in 1997 and ’98 under coach Ed
Tirone, when Jen Matro, Becky Matro
and Ilka Netravali handled the singles.
There was another title in 2001, by one
point over Summit.

But now, after winning the last three

UCTs, things seem “back to normal” at
WHS. Well, not quite. Tirone stepped
down as the coach after posting a 255-
52 record in 14 seasons. He has been
replaced by Frank Geiger, the 2002
UCT first singles champion as a senior
at Gov. Livingston in Berkeley Heights.

Geiger’s club, (WHICH PLAYED
SP-F ON MONDAY, INSERT
SCORE), will be among the favorites,
along with Kent Place and Gov.
Livingston, when the two-day event
kicks off today at Plainfield’s Donald
Van Blake courts, next to the football
stadium on Randolph Road.

Junior Tara Criscuolo won UCT titles
at third singles as a freshman and sec-
ond singles last year. This year she has
moved up to No. 1 singles. WHS has
had three four-time UCT champions:
Kirsten Loft (’81), Lane Maloney (’07)
and Kim Morawski (’08). Criscuolo is
halfway to joining that elite group,
thought the competition will be a lot
tougher this year.

The other singles players so far have
been Debbie Wu, up from second
doubles, and freshman Marilyn
Kowalski. Sophomore Samantha Jo
Borr, who played No. 1 singles last fall,
will team with sophomore Morgan
Murphy at first doubles, with Melissa
Morawski and Amanda Simmons at
second dubs. Figure on senior Lauren
Sullivan being in the mix somewhere.

Luckey is in the WHS Athletic Hall
of Fame with her 350-59 coaching
record, as is one of her former players,
Kim Schmidt (’77), a two-time state
singles champion. Another of the best-
ever girls was Kathy Federici (’83),
who actually won county titles at sec-
ond and third singles as a member of
the powerhouse WHS boys teams in
the early 1980s before switching to the
girls team.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Saturday’s 1 p.m. game against Lin-

den will be the home opener. WHS won
27-13 last year, ending a three-year
losing streak to the Tigers. Overall,
WHS holds a 20-18-1 lead in the series,
which dates back to 1922, a 27-6 win
for WHS.

The Tigers bring a 1-1 record into
the game, having beaten Barringer 7-6
and lost to Elizabeth 26-0. They are
reported to have an outstanding quar-
terback and running back. But this one
will be decided up front, as most games
are.

After Friday night’s 40-0 win at
Kearny, WHS is off to its first 2-0 start
since 2002, when it won road games at
Randolph and Cranford to kick off a 7-
3 season. That team included Dan Clark
and Mike DeFazio, the older brothers
of current players Mike Clark and Brett
DeFazio.

The WHS defense hasn’t allowed a
touchdown in the first eight quarters
this year … and the offense is wildly
exciting. A good crowd should fill
Kehler Stadium.

From Ohio: Massillon 35, Akron
Garfield 0; Trinity (Ky.) 17, St. Xavier
6.

SOCCER UPDATE
A couple of things about the WHS 1,

SP-F 0 boys match last Tuesday, as
provided by our man on the scene, the
immanent soccer authority, Sir Leslie
Clockman:

“Did anybody else have the feeling
that if the game had been two 12-hour
halves instead of two 40-minute halves,
SP-F still wouldn’t have scored?

“The ‘all-white’ crowd on the WHS
side was awesome … and the cowbell
ringer and the assorted chants were
veddy British-sounding. Never did fig-
ure out what the problem was with
those ‘V for Vendetta’ style white masks
the WHS fans were told not to wear.
And the SP-F fans were out in force,
too. Very spirited groups!

“By the way, whoever wrote that
silly ‘Na Na Nah Na, Na Na Nah Na,
Hey Hey, Goodbye’ song or yours
should be taken out back and tarred and
feathered. It is just sickening to hear it.

“That’s it for now, old boy.”
Thank you Sir Leslie, and I totally

agree about that song. I hate it so much
that it makes me want to puke.

The victory gives WHS four straight
regular-season wins over SP-F and a
27-31-11 record in the series history.

The boys followed that huge win
with a 1-0 overtime victory at Cranford
on Friday night. That’s a score people
should start getting used to; despite the
brilliance of Mike Irving in the midfield,
WHS isn’t going to set any goal-scor-
ing records. But the defense – with Pat
Tresnan, Nick Breza, Todd Saunders,
Evan Heroux and Justin Ramalho when
he gets healthy, in front of goalies Mike
Lessner and Adam Fine – will keep
WHS in every game.

On the girls side, with its tougher-
than-it-sounds 3-0 win last Monday,
WHS improved to 38-9-7 in its series
against SP-F. Junior goalies Meghan
Brody and Anna Ridings each played a
half and each came up big-time for
WHS; Ridings stopped a penalty shot
in the closing minutes.

(For those who follow these things,
WHS leads the combined boys-girls
series 65-40-18.)

GYMNASTICS UPDATE
The WHS gymnastics team, featur-

ing juniors Lacy Cummings and Jenna
Rodrigues, will be home this Monday,
4:30 p.m., against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. The teams have met 28 times
previously, with each winning 14.

DOM-INATING
It was a sad moment when I read of

passing of Union County coaching and
softball legend Dom Deo on August 17
at the age of 71. A three-sport star at
Hillside High School, Deo coached at
Irvington, Gov. Livingston and SP-F
before settling in to a long career at
Columbia.

The wrestling matches between
Deo’s SP-F teams (1968-73) and Gary
Kehler’s WHS squads in the late 1960s
were annual classics, especially the
first four meetings:

1968: SP-F got a heavyweight pin by
Chris Carson to pull out a 22-20 win as
each team won six bouts;

1969: SP-F got a pin at 178 by Carson
and a wild 11-11 tie at heavyweight by
Sam Martin against WHS’s future 178-
pound state champ Frank Jackson to
win 21-19, as each team won five bouts
with two ties (Al Leonzi was coach for
Kehler, who, despite battling hepatitis,
was at the match);

1970: SP-F got a decision at heavy-
weight by Dave Molten to force a 21-
21 tie, as each team won five matches,
with two ties;

1971: Tom Smith earned a decision
at heavyweight for SP-F that forged an
18-18 tie , as each team won six bouts.

(From 1968-71, out of 48 head-to-
head bouts, each team won 22 with
four ties. And the point differential was
four: SP-F 82, WHS 78. And there
were a total of six pins.)

1972-73: SP-F managed only four wins
– two by 130-pound Bob Currie – out of
24 matches and lost 33-6 and 42-6.

IN PASSING
Norman Whitfield, one of the great

song writers of the Motown era, passed
away on September 17 at the age of 68.
While not nearly as well-known as he
should have been, Whitfield wrote or
co-wrote such songs as “It’s You That I
Need,” “Papa Was a Rolling Stone,”
“Cloud 9,” “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,”
“Psychedelic Shack,” “Ball of Confu-
sion,” “I Heard It Through the Grape-
vine,” “War” and too many others to
list here. “Papa Was a Rolling Stone”
has to be one of the all-time best songs
ever.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Mike
Lessner. The senior, back in goal after
playing striker last fall, posted shutouts
against SP-F and Cranford to start the
season.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Michael Lessner

Boys Soccer

WHS Hall of Fame
Tickets Are Available
The Westfield Athletic Hall of

Fame will be holding its eighth
induction on Monday, November
24, at the Westwood Banquet Hall
in Garwood. Bob Brewster Sr., Bob
Davis, the late Bob Dougherty, Phil
Gottlick, Marty Howarth, the late
John Ketcham, Bob King, Rebecca
Krohn, Vicky Nusse, Cory Posey,
Gregg Schmalz, the unbeaten 1973
wrestling team and the state cham-
pion 1991 boys soccer team are to
be honored.

Tickets for the affair are $50 and
can be purchased from Bill Jordan
(908) 232-6463 at Taylor-Love Re-
alty (908) 654-6666 and also at the
WHS athletics department (908)
789-4512.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Luxury Condominium Residences
For Those 55-plus

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 
Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900

Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

By Appointment Only

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Model Now 
Open!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering
plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where
prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and
specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

Leave your car in the garage, 
Downtown is at your doorstep.

Luxury Condominium Residences 
in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

David B. Corbin (2001 files) for The Leader\ Times
Lauren Caravello
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IRVING SCORES GOAL, LESSNER GETS 2ND SHUTOUT

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Edge
Cranford Cougars, 1-0, in OT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a huge victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and another over
Irvington, the Westfield High School
boys’ soccer team expected a tough
match-up against host Cranford on
September 19 and it turned out that
way. It took a great save by goalie
Mike Lessner and a timely shot by
team captain Mike Irving on an assist
by Matt Isabella in overtime to notch
the 1-0 victory.

Lessner, who recorded his second
shutout, made four saves, including
one brilliant save late in the second
half. Cougar goalie Scott Beyer also
made a few nice stops, including a

leaping tip over the crossbar off a
direct kick by Tom McManus.

The Cougars took the initiative
early in the game and fired a couple of
volleys over the Blue Devils’ cross-
bar; however, with a few exceptions,
Westfield backs Kevin Murphy, Irv-
ing, Patrick Tresnan and Todd
Saunders turned the ball toward the
Cranford goal for the majority of the
game.

“It was a fun game. Give a lot of
credit top Cranford. They hung with
us the whole way. It was a very clean
game. There was no stuff going on
behind the ball. They played hard and
if I were their coach I’m real proud of
them”, said Westfield Head Coach

George Kapner. “In the first half, I
thought we had a number of chances
to finish and we didn’t. We had the
better of the play and we need to put
the ball away. That’s the one thing we
are going to talk to them about. We
gave up possessing the ball because
the grass is very long. The turf is not
conducive to that. We changed to
some old fashion kick-around soccer
and it paid off in the end. Also kudos
to Mike Lessner! He really made a
couple of really good saves tonight.”

Lessner said, “I thought we played
possession well and did a nice job the
whole game. That was our focus be-
cause we really did not possess well
the past two games or as good as we

should. We made some good
runs, had some good opportu-
nities but did not convert.”

As to his saves, Lessner
added, “Our defense did a re-
ally nice job. We didn’t have
too many difficult ones but the
one in the second half, the free
kick, was kind of tough. It
stayed up there. I decided to
come out. I had to get it. It was
coming a little low, so I scooped
it up. Once you make the deci-
sion, you have to go. Luckily I
got it.”

The Cougar defense got
rocked early in the overtime
period when forward Mike
Forgash dribbling up field was
fouled on a pass to Tom
McManus on the 18-yard line
resulting in a free kick where
Irving scorched the ball into

the net.
“We came out after the second half

ended, got in the huddle and we said
that there is no way that we are going
to lose this game after working this
hard. We came out and gave it every-
thing that we had,” said Irving. “We
had a free kick right there on the
eighteen. Myself, McManus, Andy
Flood and Matt Isabella all lined up.
We did our play and I put it in bottom
line corner.”

“Give tremendous credit to
Forgash! Despite not playing much,
we put him in late in the game and he
just gave us a huge spark. We thought
for sure he had a penalty kick on the
other end first, then moments later at
the other end, he was the one that
created the foul just by pure hustling
and really wanting it,” said coach
Kapner.
Westfield 0 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0 0

CRISCUOLO TOPS SZCZUKA, 6-3, 6-2 AT 1ST SINGLES

Blue Devil Net Girls Prepare
For UCT; Stop Raiders, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Confidence levels rose after the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team’s loss to highly ranked Millburn
on September 14. Although the Blue
Devils lost, 4-1, every match was
very competitive.

“Going into the Millburn match,
the girls were a little shaky because
they lost to them year after year. Com-
ing out of that match, even though we
lost 4-1, they were all confident in
their play because all the matches
were really close. We had two three-
setters and one that went 7-5, 7-6 in a
tiebreaker,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Frank Geiger. “The feeling
coming out of it was that the girls
wanted to do it again because, after a
couple of matches under their belt,
they would have a good chance of
beating Millburn. They feel that they
have a really good team and I didn’t
have to tell them that, so that’s good.”

That confidence continued with a
5-0 victory at Tamaques Park over a
young but improving Scotch Plains-
Fanwood squad on September 22,
just two days before they Blue Devils
were to defend their Union County
Tournament crown, which they have
possessed for three straight years.

“I told them this is a big match.
This is one of the first teams from our
county who have girls who can play.
They are keeping their intensity and

they want to repeat as county champs,”
said coach Geiger prior to the match.
“Our seniors are really coming along
and lifting everybody’s spirits and
telling them what they have to do, and
that’s really important.”

“We are playing great. They are
keeping the ball in play. Each day is a
building process. Our first three
matches, we played against three top
teams in the state, Bridgewater, Mont-
gomery and J.P. Stevens. We’ve won
our last four matches. Realistically
coming into today, we know that
Westfield is a top-notched team,”
Raider Head Coach Gary Wasserman
said. “Our doubles teams are work-
ing well together. Alek (Aleksandra
Szczuka, first singles) has been a true
leader of the team. She’s very smart.
She knows how to develop her points.
All these girls listen.”

The match of interest was at first
singles between Szczuka and Blue
Devil junior Tara Criscuolo, who owns
UCT crowns at third and second
singles, respectively. After the fuzz
was nearly worn off the tennis balls,
Criscuolo emerged victorious, 6-3,
6-2.

“Tara’s confidence is real high go-
ing into the counties. She is playing
some of the best tennis I have ever
seen her play,” said coach Geiger.

Deborah Wu beat Isabel Lopez, 6-
1, 6-0 at second singles and Marilyn
Kowalksi edged Neha Pannuri, 6-3,

6-4 at third singles. Samantha Borr
and Morgan Murphy stopped Lyndsey
Douglas and Emily Katz, 6-1, 6-4 at
first doubles and Melissa Morawski
and Amanda Simmons topped Julie
Deutsch and Reiman, 6-0, 6-0 at sec-
ond singles.

SEPTEMBER 16:
WESTFIELD 5, EAST SIDE 0
(All scores were, 6-0, 6-0)
First singles: Crisuolo d Marta
Tcharzewska
Second singles: Wu d Maggie
Tcharzewska
Third singles: Kowlaski d Michelle
Janiak
First doubles: Borr/Murhphy d Carmen
Cabrera/Isadrva Silva
Second doubles: Rachel Leahy/Shelby
Carlin d Valeria Mimtoye/ Joana Branco

SEPTEMBER 17:
SPF 5, UNION CATHOLIC 0
First singles: Szczuka d Jaelynn Lee, 6-
0, 6-0
Second singles: Lopez d Sarah Surma,
6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Pannuri d Amina Dixon,
6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Douglas and Katz d Colleen
Cassidy and Nina Napolitano, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Deutsch and Reiman d
Liz Tartaglia and Nathalia Obara, 6-1, 6-0

SEPTEMBER 18:
WESTFIELD 5, LINDEN 0
(All scores were, 6-0, 6-0)
First singles: Crisuolo d Sylwia
Czarnocka
Second singles: Wu d Fatema Sumerin
Third singles: Kowlaski d Cristen Lim
First doubles: Borr/Murhphy d Viviana
Montanez/Jessika Geneus
Second doubles: Morawski/Simmons
d Kelly Raymond/Alessandra Bolanos

Blue Devil Gymnasts Swamp
Union Catholic, 106.4-58.1

The Westfield High School gym-
nastic team opened its season with a
106.4-58.1 swamping of Union
Catholic in Westfield on September
16. Junior Jenna Rodrigues took top
honors with an all-around total of
36.725.

Rodrigues placed first in the vault
with a 9.1, the uneven bars with a 9.2
and the balance beam with a 9.25.
She also placed second on the floor
exercise with a 9.175 behind team-
mate Tina Chabrier, who scored a
9.3. Chabrier also placed second on
beam at 8.7. Lacy Cummings took
second on the bars at 8.675 and fifth
on vault at 8.4. Allie Barba took
third on beam at 8.375 and sixth on

bars at 8.275.
Jamie Bornstein at 8.65 and Kelly

Bohlinger at 8.6 placed 2-3 on the
vault, while Abigail Goldring placed
seventh with a 7.95. On the floor,
Bohlinger at 8.775 and Bornstein at
8.575 placed 3-4, while Sara Shields
took sixth at 8.1. Shields at 7.9 and
Kelsey Greenfield at 7.575 placed 6-
7 on beam. Greenfield also placed
fifth on bars with an 8.375 behind
Kaitlyn Johnson at 8.6.

Viking Nicole Pietrapertosa placed
fourth on vault at 8.5, fourth on beam
at 8.275 and seventh on bars at 7.775.
Ellen McDermott placed fifth on the
floor at 8.525, fifth on beam at 8.225
and sixth on vault at 8.15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING STIFF COMPETITION…Raider Aleksandra Szczuka provided stiff competition in her first singles match
with Blue Devil Tara Criscuolo.

GETTING A LEG UP ON THE KEEPER…Blue Devil senior midfielder Todd Saunders,
No. 23, fires off a shot at Cranford goalie Scott Beyer. Westfield won, 1-0, in overtime.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE OF NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

SCOTCH PLAINS CAPTIVATING RANCH $619,000MOUNTAINSIDE CAPE COD $519,999

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious
amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases
add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Peace and privacy are waiting for you on this wooded and professionally landscaped lot. A
spacious 4 Bedroom, 2 Full Bath Open Floor Plan Cape Cod with central air-conditioning,
hardwood floors, a spacious eat-in-kitchen, 1st floor Great Room, wood burning fireplace
in Living Room, fenced in back yard and large deck for relaxing. There is a 1 car built-in
garage plus a tandem built-in garage with an automatic door opener. MLS # 2576217

SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT LEVEL $679,000
This gracious 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Split Level home offers a spacious sunlit floor plan
enhanced by quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular .947 acre complete
with a sparkling in-ground pool, just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation
and recreation. MLS # 2537361

This classic Ranch style home boasts a sparkling, most spacious interior combined with
quality upgrades and amenities throughout. The home offers an updated kitchen (‘08),
master suite with walk-in closet and newer private bath, first floor laundry, furnace and
central air (‘05), Certain Teed Cedar Impressions siding and 50‘ custom deck with hot tub
(‘05), hardwood floors, delightful front porch, fireplace in Living Room and more. Set on
a spectacular 1.4 acre property yet just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation
and recreation. MLS #2578629

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $539,000
Immaculate 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial with an open floor plan. The updated kitchen
has a center island and tile floor, the family room features a raised ceiling with 2 new ceiling
fans with lights. Relax in the hot tub in the 3 season sun room overlooking a very large yard.
Other amenities include central air, hardwood floors, bay window in living room, a full
basement for storage and a 2 car attached garage. All this in a great neighborhood and close
to schools. MLS # 2517106

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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No. 9 Blue Knights Trip Up
SP-F Raider Gridders, 24-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Gridders Shut Out
Kearny Kardinal Boys, 40-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Soccer Boys Silence
Plainfield Cardinal Boys, 2-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

After Sheehan’s first interception,
the Blue Devils used five plays to
reach the end zone with 2:26 left in
the first quarter when DiIorio hit Dyer
in the right corner for the two-yard
reception.

Outside linebacker A.J. Murray
recovered a fumble at the Kearny 43,
which set up the next TD march,
consisting of six plays and ending
with Ricardo Johnson’s 18-yard TD
run early in the second quarter to
make the score 13-0.

Midway through the quarter, lining
up alone on the right side, Gray ex-
ecuted a perfect pattern to grab
DiIorio’s pass 10-yards down the
middle, knock away a defender and
sprint 49 more yards for the TD.

“They put the trips on that (left)

side and I was the lone receiver, so
that brings the safety over there. He
(DiIorio) does a little sign. I saw the
sign and I knew I would do anything
to catch this pass,” Gray explained.

Gray, who booted both extra points
in the second half, blocked a Kardinal
punt that was picked up by linebacker
Mike Clark at the 48 and returned to
the 24. Three plays later, with 1:08
left in the first half, Ricardo Johnson
plowed forward nine yards for the
TD, making the score 26-0.

In the third quarter, Murray tipped
a pass that allowed Clark to make an
interception at the Kardinal 43. One
play later Ricardo Johnson found a
good hole, shed a few tacklers and
streaked for the TD.

“The first two (TDs) there really

wasn’t that much blocking but the
last one I had beautiful blocking,”
Ricardo Johnson said. “It was nice to
beat them 40-0 but we should have
beaten them much more.”

“Ricardo did a lot on his own today.
He’s special! But we need to block
better for him. He carried us today,”
coach DeSarno said.

Ricardo’s brother, Willie, a defen-
sive end who finished with five tack-
les, plugged up the holes and pre-
vented fine Kardinal junior running
back J.T. Nash (27 carries, 112 yards)
from getting breakaway runs. Gray,
Clark, Chris Fantini, Garrett Pryor
and Andre Arnold had four each.

“I noticed that every time the tight
end was on that side, he (Nash) would
go that way, so it was pretty easy to
figure it out. They were actually a
pretty good team up front but I think
we all need to work harder on de-
fense,” said Willie Johnson.

“We created turnovers and that was
great. We knew this was going to be an
ugly game but we put some points on
the board. Our skill kids stepped up.
Our linemen, we struggled a little bit
but we will get better at it,” said coach
DeSarno. “Our kids want to be good.
We could do better. They know it. We
will work on that starting tomorrow.”
Westfield   6 20 14   0 40
Kearny   0   0   0   0 0

made five tackles.
“It took us awhile to adjust to the

tempo of the game. One reason is we
did not have a game scrimmage, so
really this was our third action on the
field without coaches and I think that
hurt us. Most improvement for any
team is from the first to the second
game. I loved our effort. We were
physical but we have to correct the
mistakes,” said coach Ciccotelli.

In the first quarter, Evans completed
a 12-yard TD pass to Anthony Howard.
In the second quarter, Irvington capped
a seven-play, 84-yard drive with a five-
yard TD run by Rashon Evans to make
the score, 12-0.

The Raiders enjoyed time of pos-
session and managed to pick up at
least nine first downs in the first half.
Binkiewicz had a beautiful 40-yard
strike to Clark, but devastating penal-
ties ruined the drive. Just before the
half, Taylor blasted into the end zone
but an illegal block in the back call
negated the TD.

“I thought we made plays. I thought
we had some good situations. (I’m)
proud of our offensive line. I thought

against Westfield,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

“We started off slowly after a tough
loss yesterday. We tried to get the
intensity up and tried to move the
ball. We couldn’t finish but we got
two lucky finishes in the second half
and it felt good to come away with a
win,” D’Annunzio said.

The Raiders’ offense, indeed, was
their best defense, especially in the
second half when they launched an-
other 11 shots at the Cardinal goal.
With the exception of a few Cardi-
nal shots on goal that put Raider
goalie/Co-Captain Anthony
Zukofsky, who recorded his third
shutout, to the test, the action
dwelled on Plainfield turf.

DelSordi cracked the ice eight min-
utes into the half with his 25-yard free
kick that deflected off a Cardinal
back’s head and into the upper left
corner. With less than two minutes
remaining, Blake DeJohn tapped the

ball deep into the box toward
D’Annunzio. After a scramble about
six yards in front of the goal line,
D’Annunzio powered the ball into
the left corner of the net.

“It was a good play for Blake to
come and chip it back to me. I tried to
put a shot on net and the guy was
there. He tried to clear it and I just
tried to get my body in front of it,”
D’Annunzio explained.

“We read them the riot act at half-
time and we responded well from the
very beginning,” said coach
Breznitsky. “We struggle a little scor-
ing wise. You could see a couple of
the opportunities at the end of this
game that should have been finished,
and throughout the course of the game.
That’s something we need to work
on. Our scoring not our shooting!
There’s a difference. We got the ‘W’.
That’s what counts.”
Plainfield 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2
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that our own penalties is what backed
us up and put us in holes. I keep
harping, this is the first time we’re on
the field without coaches, so all of the
situations, subbing and the tempo with
the clock etc. but I think they have a
chance to do some good things. We as
coaches have to correct it and move
on,” said coach Ciccotelli.

Evans’ 92-yard TD run on the sec-
ond play of the third quarter gave the
Blue Knights an 18-0 lead but the
Raiders would soon answer. From
the Raider 40-yard line, Binkiewicz
marched his troops 60 yards up field
where Taylor, plunged in for the score
from one-yard out. Senior John
Domanski hit the extra point.

With 3:08 remaining in the game
the Blue Knights scored on a 25-yard
screen pass from Joshua Evans to
Rashon Evans.

“I thought we did alright. The one
long run was when our back was
misaligned and that is what you can’t
do. Those are mistakes because of
our situation,” Ciccotelli said.
Irvington 6 6 6 6 24
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 7 0 7

Devil Boys Place 2nd
At Magee Class Meet
The Westfield High School boys

cross-country team finished in a tie
for second with Ridge in the overall
team standings at the New Jersey
Catholic Track Conference Bernie
Magee Class Meet on the 3.19-mile
course at Warinanco Park in Roselle
on September 20. The Blue Devils
finished with a total of 164, while
Summit won the title with a 151 total.

In the Senior Division, the Blue
Devils placed eighth with an 88 total.
Governor Livingston Highlander
Chris Johnson crossed second with a
time of 16:34.7. Westfield took fourth
in the Junior Division at 48 and the
Union Catholic Vikings placed sev-
enth at 90. Viking D.J. Thornton had
a winning time of 16:33.8 and Blue
Devil Ryan Scrudato crossed sixth at
17:21.2. Westfield won the Sopho-
more Division with a 28 total and
Zach Lizmi crossed ninth at 17:57.7.
In the Freshman Division, Westfield
took third at 99 and John Kirna fin-
ished eighth at 12:49.9.

The Blue Devil girls placed third in
the Senior Division with a total of 73,
seventh in the Junior Division at 64,
fourth in the Sophomore Division at
56 and eighth in the Freshman Divi-
sion at 193.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEVERING TIES?…Vice Principal of Athletics Rob Harmer, left, and Football
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli, right, watch Raider team captains Anthony Taylor,
No. 2, Mark Renfree, No. 61, and Marcus Green, No. 21, perform the official
ribbon cutting for the new turf field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PATENTED WARM-UP…The Raider boys go through their patented warm-up
prior to their game with the Cardinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING THE OFFENSE…Quarterback Tony DiIorio, No. 16, completed six
passes for 115 yards, including two touchdown passes.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HERO ON DEFENSE…Raider defensive end Mike Ferrara, No. 6, breaks past
a cornerback and hauls in an Irvington fumble on the opening drive on new turf
field in Scotch Plains.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Leona in,
and she’ll bring results!

Leona Sinclair

Call For
More Information!

CONDO

WESTFIELD . . . Multi-floor 18.5‘ High Loft Style 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 5 Room / 975 square
foot Trinity Gardens Condo with wood burning fireplace, main bath with Jacuzzi style tub,
protected underground heated parking, and many upgrades. This elevator building sits just
blocks to NYC train and Westfield’s award winning town center. Also featuring easy access to
parks, schools and highways. $389,900. MLS #2577323

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Don in,
and he’ll bring results!

Don Villane

Call For
More Information!

CUSTOM COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . Builders custom home Energy Star Construction with all the bells and
whistles. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Fireplace in
Family Room and Bedroom, Finished Walk-Out Basement and must see custom features.
There is a fabulous outdoor entertaining area with an in-ground pool, low maintenance yard
and a 2 car attached oversized garage. $1,119,858. MLS # 2578233
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Westfield PAL A Team Nips
Perth Amboy Grid Kids, 7-6

Westfield PAL C Defeats
Perth Amboy Gridders, 27-0

SNAGGING THE BALL FOR A TD…Westfield PAL C player Brian Johnson
makes leaping TD catch on a pass from quarterback Danny Mitchell.

The Westfield PAL C football team
smothered Perth Amboy, 27-0, on
September 21.

On the opening possession, Danny
Mitchell ran 45 yards for a touch-
down (TD). Colin Dursee ran in the
extra point. Following a Luke
Prybylski sack, strip and recovery of
a fumble, Theo Brunson powered into
the end zone from two-yards out be-
hind the blocking of Casey Haviland,
Sean Elliott, Josh Broderick and Ryan
Harrington.

Late in the first half, following a
number of good runs by Brendan
Curry, Andrew Malacrae, Brian
Johnson, Jack Simcox and Brunson,

Matt Catanzaro sprinted into the end
zone from two-yards out for the TD.
Dursee ran in the extra point.

The Westfield defense saw strong
tackling from Jack Bunting, Jackson
Frontero, Liam Boland and Nick
Buontempo. Andrew Simcox had a
sack, forced fumble and fumble re-
covery, which led to the final Westfield
score. Following several excellent
runs by Sean Moore, on fourth down
at the Perth Amboy 13, Mitchell fired
a rocket to Johnson, who made a
leaping grab for the TD. Catanzaro
converted the extra point.

Westfield PAL C will host Millburn
this Sunday, September 28.

The Westfield PAL A football team
upped its record to 2-0 with a 7-6
come from behind victory over Perth
Amboy on September 21.

Perth Amboy scored on its first
possession; however, Nick Rotondo
stopped the extra point. With just two
minutes left in the game, Rotondo
forced his way through the line for a
10-yard touchdown to tie the game.
Quarterback Christian Burgdorf
handed off again to Rotondo for the
extra point. Perth Amboy sent their
team deep and went for the long pass
but Thomas Ross came up with a
huge interception to end the game.

Westfield defensive end Charlie
Callinan helped shut down one side
of the field, with some huge tackles
and takedowns behind the line. Frank

Pinho prevented Perth Amboy from
converting on their fourth down at-
tempts. Linebacker Ryan Esposito
and cornerback Kevin Mikovits came
up with some big plays to limit gains.
Defensive tackle Nick LaFace di-
verted a punt and sacked the quarter-
back. Tim Walsh added some crush-
ing blows and booted a record-setting
45-yard punt. Matt Webb and Brenton
Harries each had a fumble recovery.

Brian Githens had some key tack-
les behind the line of scrimmage, and
added a few first downs with rushing
gains of 12 and 14 yards. Rotondo
finished with more than 60 yards rush-
ing, including a touchdown and the
winning extra point.

Westfield’s A team will host
Millburn this Sunday at 1 p.m.

Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR CONTROL…Fanwood’s Alana Bencivengo, a freshman on
the University of Scranton women’s soccer team, who played for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, fights for control of the ball against Muhlenberg.

Westfield PAL B Blanks
Perth Amboy PAL, 16-0

ZOOMING IN FOR THE TD…Westfield PAL B player Dylan Elliott, No. 56,
runs for a defensive touchdown after recovering a blocked punt. Chris Sweeney,
No. 53, and Joe Scaglione, No. 90, supports Elliott on his run.

The Westfield PAL B football team
traveled to Perth Amboy on Septem-
ber 21 and shut out the Red Raiders,
16-0.

Westfield’s defense took command
and, with key stops by Joe Scaglione,
Dylan Elliott, Michael Carlino and a
sack by Chris Sweeney, Perth
Amboy’s offense could not move the
chains. Perth Amboy’s second punt
attempt was fumbled and recovered
by Elliott, who ran it into the end zone
for the first score and Westfield’s first
defensive points. Thomas Anderson
ran in the extra point.

Westfield opened the second quar-
ter with a strong offensive presence
and Chris Hogge ran the ball 20 yards
for a touchdown. Jack Levine added
the extra point. Westfield’s defensive

pursuit was relentless, driving Perth
Amboy backwards with tackles for
lost yardage by Chris Wright, Carlino
and Scaglione, a sack by Noah
Penders and another from Elliott,
which resulted in a safety.

Perth Amboy brought all-out blitzes
to start the second half, so Westfield
went to the air. Holden Ehrhart caught
a pass from Eric Shor for a 14-yard
gain. Westfield then mixed up the
running and passing game and moved
the ball for two first downs. Alex
D’Amato, Collin Studwell and Chip
Mulrooney made key tackles in the
fourth quarter, which restricted any
forward progress for Perth Amboy.

Westfield PAL B team will host
Millburn at Kehler Stadium on Sun-
day, September 28, at 3 p.m.

Lady Raiders Shut Out
Soccer Cardinals, 8-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls soccer team rebounded
from its 3-0 loss to Westfield by shut-
ting out Plainfield, 8-0, in Plainfield
on September 17. Sophomore Avika
Shah netted three goals, while Mor-
gan Burke and Sheryl Markovits
scored two goals each and Sarah
Vanbuskirk scored one.

Katie Cornacchia, Stephanie
Glover and Raychel Kruper had two
assists apiece for the 2-1 Raiders.Minutemen Boys Nip

Soccer Raiders, 2-1
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys soccer team got stung in
overtime when Dan Correia buried a
penalty kick to give the 1-1 Elizabeth
Minutemen a 2-1 victory in Scotch
Plains on September 22.

After the Minutemen scored in the
second half, Raider Zach Flanzmann
ripped in a goal to send the game to
overtime.

Raider V’ballers Beat
WF Blue Devil Girls

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls volleyball team upset
Westfield, 25-23, 25-17 in Westfield
on September 19. Kim Wenson had
15 service points, 12 digs, five aces,
two kills and a block for the 3-1
Raiders. Jill Coffee had 17 assists,
eight digs and five service points,
while Nicole Desano had 10 service
points, eight digs, five aces and two
kills. Jennifer Dilzell had four kills,
two blocks and one ace for the 1-3
Blue Devils.

High School Results:

Pingry Ladies Burn
Soccer Raiders, 1-0

Dani Fusaro netted a goal near the
end of regulation to give the fifth-
ranked, 4-0 Pingry girls soccer team
a 1-0 victory over 3-2 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in Martinsville on Septem-
ber 22. Goalie Jackie Law made 10
saves for the Raiders.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD $739,000
This Dutch Colonial on quaint, tree-lined street features 4 bedrms,
2.1 baths, cedar shake roof, HWflrs, NEW CAC, open front
bluestone porch, updated kitchen opening to fam. rm/den w/
built-ins, new MBR bath w/Bizazza tiles and radiant flr. heating,
fully finished bsmnt/rec.rm, newly landscaped w/outdoor lighting
and bluestone patio in back, private yard.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 28th • 1-4PM
532 Sherwood Parkway
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on October 6, 2008 in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
E. Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30pm to hear and consider the following
appeal for variance relief from the require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

C. F. G. R., L.L.C., 214 East Grove
Street, Applicant seeks preliminary and
final major site plan approval along with
associated “c” and “d” variances and a “b”
appeal seeking certification that the exist-
ing (and proposed) basement use is a
legal non-conforming use and alternatively,
applicant will seek a “d” variance for the
basement use. The applicant proposes to
add approximately 297 square feet of build-
ing area to the first floor and add 2,494
square feet to the second floor office space.
The proposal includes enclosing areas
that are currently first floor porches and
adding a front entry. By doing so the build-
ing coverage increases by approximately
572 square feet. The applicant proposes
to add a sidewalk that leads from the street
to the front entry. The all improvements
coverage as a result of the added building
coverage and the sidewalk increases by
approximately 779 square feet. The appli-
cant also proposes to raise and change
the roof configuration, make changes to
the site lighting and use the entire base-
ment for tenant space. Applicant is seek-
ing variances from the following sections
of the Land Use Ordinance:

11.22E.5 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Pro-
posed is 34.5 feet.

11.22E.8 – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building height of 30 feet. Proposed
is 42.83 feet.

11.22E.10 – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum all improvements coverage of 50%.
Proposed is 60.5%.

17.02B2 – Ordinance requires 102 park-
ing spaces by zone. Proposed are 42
parking spaces.

17.02C5a – Ordinance requires 117
parking spaces by use. Proposed are 42
parking spaces.

17.10C – Ordinance allows a maximum
illumination level of .5 F.C. Proposed is
greater than .5 F.C.

Section 12.04C – Ordinance permits the
basement to be used only for storage and
similar support functions.

Formal action may be taken.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from

certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

The application and plans are on file in
the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 9/25/08, The Leader Fee: $63.75

Westfield Swimmers Teach
Elizabeth Children to Swim

SWIMMING VOLUNTEERS…Some of Westfield’s top swimmers have shared
their talents with children in the summer program run by the Elizabeth Coalition
to House the Homeless. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Eric Hagstrom,
Bridget Grogan, Aileen Grogan, Mike Oster and Matt Morgan; middle row:
Brian Gingrich, Rebecca DeLaFuente, Brian Hart, John Taylor; back row, Tom
Adriaens, Chris DeLaFuente, Chris Joyce, John McGrory. Not pictured: Justin
Lo, Connor Jennings, Sean Sullivan and Suzanne Lemberg.

For the third consecutive year, some
of Westfield’s best swimmers have
shared their talents with children in
the summer program run by the Eliza-
beth Coalition to House the Home-
less. Twice a week for six weeks,
Westfield-based volunteers met the
Elizabeth youngsters for swimming
lessons and free play.

“Our swimming program has
turned out to be great for everyone
involved,” said program founder Eric
Hagstrom, a senior at Westfield High
School (WHS). “The children’s swim-
ming skills improve, and they have a
great time playing in the water. The
volunteer instructors and lifeguards
learn a lot from working with the
children, and they have fun, too. Even
the people who let us use their pools,
the Residence Inn by Marriott in Eliza-
beth and St. Benedict’s Prep in New-
ark, feel good about having us there,
and we’re very grateful to them. It’s a
win-win situation all around.”

What started as Eric’s Boy Scout
Eagle Project in 2006 has turned into a
recurring summer engagement for WHS
swimmers. “The swimming program
fits perfectly into what we’re trying to
accomplish with our children,” said
Harold Boyd, director of the Elizabeth
Coalition’s children’s program. “Exer-
cise, learning a life skill, and loads of
fun! This program has it all!”

Boyd pointed out that most chil-
dren in the program have little or no
access to pools and swimming les-
sons during the rest of the year.

Mr. Boyd was grateful for all the
support the program received from the
Westfield community. The Westfield
Service League provided a generous
grant, and the Leader Store helped out
with new goggles. Students in
Westfield’s elementary school donated
swimming suits. All of the volunteer
labor and the equipment for the swim-
ming program came from Westfield.

The swimming program has en-
joyed considerable support over the
years from the members of the WHS
swim teams. Next year, Mike Oster, a
WHS junior and swim team member,
will take over from Eric as director of
the program. “We all had a terrific
time working with the kids,” said
Oster. “This is a great program, and
I’m looking forward to the challenge
of running it next year. I know I can
count on Westfield’s swimmers to
volunteer again.”

LEADING THE JUNIOR RACE   Pictured, left to right, are Westfield residents
Kathleen O’Neill, Caroline Williams, Patricia Whitehead and Cassie Green, who
represented Mt. St. Mary Academy the Bernie Magee Class Meet at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on September 20.

Scotch Plains Rec. Completes
Successful Basketball Season

DEFENSE: Team DAY’s Darrell Devore and Shon Will-
iams await a rebound, while Trent Miller boxes out Team
WRIGHT’s Michael Wright during the first quarter of
the 3rd-5th Grade Scotch Plains Rec. Department Sum-
mer Basketball league championship game.

Over 100 youth from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield played com-
petitive basketball this summer in the
Scotch Plains Rec. Department Sum-
mer Basketball leagues held at Kramer
Manor courts.

Overseen by Rec. Department bas-
ketball instructor Ken Miller, this was
the third summer for the leagues,
which began with only 34 players
back in 2006, and 84 last year. The
focus was to bring together skilled
players from the winter IHM, YMCA,
PAL, JCC and REC Dept programs
and have them play as one.

In the 3rd/5th Grade Division, Team
WRIGHT-BLUE (coach Jim Wright)
played stifling defense to win the
championship game, 25-18, over
Team DAY-BLACK (coach Tim Day).
Kevin Reinhard and Myasia Taylor

led the blue-shirts to victory and were
named players for the game. In the
consolation game, Team DRUBULIS-
RED (coach Tom Drubulis) edged
Team LAYNE-GREEN (coach Doug
Layne), 28-21. Ryan Muench led the
red squad with a dominating second
half performance.

In the highly competitive 6th/8th
Grade Division, undefeated Team
CHAROS-BLACK (coach Kevin
Charos/Asst. Paul Walker) pulled
away in the second half to beat Team
CARRINGTON-GREEN (coach
Norm Carrington), 36-20, for the
championship. Ozzie Borrero and
Michael Rempster led the scoring,
while Kevin Charos, Jr. made some
spectacular passes. In the consola-
tion game, Team WRIGHT-RED
(coach Jim Wright) squeaked by Team

B O R I K - B L U E
(coach Mike Borik)
by a bucket when the
lights at Kramer
went off for the
night. Team Wright
was led by outstand-
ing defensive play by
the whole team.

Miller extends
thanks to all parent
volunteer coaches
and assistant coaches.
Others deserving rec-
ognition are: Stephen
Dahl from the REC
Dept, Connell Spady
and Steve Barba for
helping officiate the
games, and Pat
Clancy and Christian
Layne for scoring the
books.

Mt. St. Mary Academy (MSMA)
of Watchung, coached by Holy Trin-
ity High School ’71 graduate Tom
Cladek, began its cross-country sea-
son on September 17 with a victory
over North Warren, 25-30. Junior
captains and Westfield residents
Caroline Williams and Kathleen
O’Neill lead the team. Williams won

individual honors with a time of
19:56 over the rugged 3.1-mile
course.

At the Bernie Magee Class Meet
at Warinanco Park in Roselle on Sep-
tember 20, MSMA led all local
schools in the junior class race by
placing fifth in a field of 29 teams.
Williams crossed fourth with a time
of 19:57 over the 3.2-mile course.
Westfield residents O’Neill
(21:49.4), Patricia Whitehead
(22:36.3) and Cassie Green ( 23:36.2)
rounded out the team.

MSMA also took fifth in the sopho-
more class race of 32 teams. Sarah
Glockenmier finished eighth at
21:18.7. Former Westfield resident
Allison Ard crosswed in 22:43,
Brynn Olsen finished in 23:49.4 and
Westfield resident Erin Livesey was
timed at 25:56.8.
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WF Residents Lead Mt. St. Mary X-C

WTA Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Results:

After 212 matches, Melvin Diep
became the WTA Men’s Singles regu-
lar-season champion with a 10-5 win
over Cristina Newsome, who kept the
second spot with a 10-1 trouncing of
Richard Pardo. Paul Newsome re-
tained the third spot with wins over
Pardo (6-4, 6-1) and Tim Ko (6-3, 6-
2). Robert Errazo remained in the
fourth spot with a 6-4, 6-2 win over
Pardo. Pardo rounded out the top for
the second period in a row and also
was the most active on the season
with 30 matches played.

The end-of-season playoffs are in full
swing with the top 16 players in Bracket
A and the next nine players in Bracket B.

FINAL SEASON STANDINGS:
  1. Melvin Diep(10)* 25. M. Rappoport(8)*
  2. C. Newsome(11)* 26. Stu Gruskin(10)*
  3. P. Newsome(13)* 27. Mike Gonella (4)
  4. Rob Errazo (8)* 28. Vito Nisita (14)
  5. Rich Pardo(30)* 29. J. Donnolo(8)*
  6. Rich Stewart(8)* 30. Andy Cohen(6)*
  7. Tuyen Diep(29)* 31. Andy Ross(20)*
  8. Weldon Chin(19)*32. Kevin Gapp (7)*
  9. I Bouchouev(11)*33. Rod North (3)
10. Tim Ko (20)* 34. Nate Weiss (8)*
11. Tyler Cusick (4)*35. Chris Farella(11)
12. D. Loffredo(13)* 36. H. Williams(5)*
13. F. Adriaens(12)* 37. Manny Erlich(1)
14. T. Bigosinski(11)*38. Mike Muroff (9)
15. Tom Bauer (4) 39. B. Greenfield(2)*
16. Ethan Krell (6) 40. Azim Saifee (3)
17. Vin Camuto(3) 41. Warren Friss(1)
18. Steve Lee (8)* 42. Pete Magierski(1)
19. Josh Suri (24)* 43. M. Abbattista(1)
20. M. Manders(7)* 44. Zac Friss
21. C. Wendel(19)* 45. Todd Krell
22. G. Brown(9)* 46. Richard Boland
23. David Ferio (12)*47. Mike Pastore
24. E. Bronander(9)*48. Sravan Emany
*match played in reporting period
( ) cumulative matches played

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,695,000 CRANFORD $625,000 FANWOOD $475,000 CRANFORD $649,000

WESTFIELD $1,595,000 WESTFIELD $1,199,000

Another amazing Primavera design offers 4569 square
feet of decadent indulgence.  Trademark staircase and
upgrades are standard.  Hand-crafted detail through-
out, full finished basement.

Sophisticated English Colonial exudes Southern
charm!  Very special Colonial boasts 8 rooms and
includes 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, oak floors, archways,
built-ins, wainscoting, 2-story Family Room and Mas-
ter Bedroom addition.  Also features gas lights, pe-
rennial gardens, patio and pergola.

Beautifully maintained and landscaped home with 7
rooms also includes 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths and is
conveniently located close to schools, parks and NYC
transportation.  Many updates include newer win-
dows, furnace, central air conditioning, entry and
garage doors.

Better than new 2001 Colonial.  Simply stunning with
many recent improvements including home theater
on 3rd floor and wine cellar in beautifully finished
basement.  This home has it all and is light and bright
with great floor plan and quiet, cul-de-sac location
that is so close to the center of town.

Stunning, classic true center hall Colonial is in im-
peccable condition and has wonderful architectural
detail.  Includes arched doorways, 2 corner cup-
boards in Dining Room, 3 baths on 2nd f loor, new
master bath with dressing room and closet and many
other updates.

FANWOOD $509,000
This superb Colonial with wonderful curb ap-
peal sold for 98% of its list price in only 37
days.  Contact any of our extraordinary agents
and let them design a personalized marketing
plan for your home.

Larsen-built Colonial on dead-end street is near school
and pool.  This home has been well-maintained by
the original owner and features spacious rooms, hard-
wood floors throughout under carpet, large Family
Room and a screened porch.

LINDEN $315,000
Move right into this beautiful Cape Cod that features
pleasing décor, hardwood floors, sliders to patio and
fenced yard, newer roof and windows.  Easy access to
NYC transportation and Garden State Parkway.
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Scotch Plains:
Susan Checchio to Rifat Al Chalabi,

2644 Far View Drive, $880,000.
Ruth Geller to Daryl Schneider and

Keith Perkins, 11 Burnham Village,
$318,500.

William and Jessica L. Wilkins to
Jeremy and Laura Arnold, 1640
Raritan Road, 465,000.

Estate of John P. Sangiuliano to
Todd C. and Dina M. Lindner, 1719
Oakwood Terrace, $550,000.

Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Ur-
ban Renewal LLC to Yakov P.
Danilenko and Irina Khmelnitskayia,
625 Fanwood Avenue, $600,000.

Robert F. Boehs and Peter Boehs to
Jason C. Pregel, 2461 Hill Road,
$365,000.

Andres and Jodi Rojas to James
and Amber Bracegirdle, 172
Mountainview Avenue, $375,000.

Stephen W. and Feather Foster to
David and Jill Labush, 1249 Sleepy
Hollow Lane, $730,000.

Aurora Loan Service, LLC to Eli
Phillips, 517 Cicilia Place, $287,500.

Dino and Misty L. DiFrancesco to
Gary B. and Susan Friend and Stephen
M. Friend, 29 Riga Court, $389,000.

James and Donna McAuliffe to
David and Kimberly La Pierre, 30
Allenby Lane, $890,000.

Adetuminiu Oguntala to Gordon
C. Henwood, 408 Donato Circle,
$395,000.

US Bank National Association to
Christopher Gibki and Paula Gibki,
2058 Lyde Place, $300,000.

Daniel J. and Lauren Iannucci to
Aliz Arostegui and Gustavo Morales,
203 Mountainview Avenue, $346,000.

JBJ Ventures, LLC to Hirotaka and
Amanda Maeda, 1850 North Gate
Road, $1,275,000.

Michael C. and Antoinette Marino
to Michael Marino, 2059 Grand
Street, $266,000.

Mildred M. McCloskey to William
and Ana Solor, 2115 Aldene Avenue,
$418,000.

Eugene C. and Rosemary F. Tarulli

Recent Home Sales

to Richard H. and Pamela Lemansky,
$675,000.

Eric and Sharon Mann to John Grif-
fin and Nicole Moran, 2211 Newark
Avenue, $440,000.

Kuo-Wei H. and I-Li Chen to
Lauren and William Marinaro Jr.,
1270 White Oak Road, $460,000.

Chuck Anania to Donald R. and
Katherine J. Boresen, 182 Victor
Street, $675,000.

David L. and Krista S. Stravach to
Frances Fedorczyk and Richard
Figueroa, 326 Jerusalem Road,
$316,000.

Niranjan and Mukunthini
Ravindran to Sunil Challa and
Lavanya Uppugonduri, 10 Rambling
Drive, $732,000.

Simeon Winburn and Catherine  A.
DeSalvo to Janet Jenkins, 1934 Sun-
set Place, $550,000.

Westfield:
Robert S. and Lee Kivetz to Aaron

and Dianna Kopolow, 320 Woods
End Road, $685,000.

Tomothy P. and Tifani D. O’Rourke
to Craig and Shana Nalitt, 625 Glen
Avenue, $1,055,000.

Raymond J. and Lisa B. Mikovits
to John V. Buonocore and Jessica A.
Flynn, 561 Bradford Avenue,
$650,000.

James and Sherri L. Nidositko to
King W. Lee and Joyce B. Wong, 108
Harrison Avenue, $650,000.

Louis and Carin Peluso to Daniel
Dalpiaz, 240 Clark Street, $740,000.

Thomas E. and Dolores M. Sherry
to Steven Savage, 944 Rahway Av-
enue, $505,000.

Kenneth Goski, Jr. to Michael
Dichiaro and Michelle Burkert, 213
Virginia Street, $690,000.

Joseph and Barbara Scafidi to
Luciano Rossetti, 13 Breeze Knoll
Drive, $2,100,000.

Geoffrey E. and Jennifer V. Hazard
to Robert H. and Michele L.
Benacchio, 530 Forest Avenue,
$621,000.

Brian A. and Kelly A. Lafemina to
Michael J. Del Tergo and Beth A.
Krewson, 753 Oak Avenue, $825,000.

Denis and Joanne E. Hill to Eu-
gene and Elaina Gilerson, 753
Clarence Street, $979,000.

Ross J. and Barbara M. Mannino to
Russell W. and Anne Marie Heard,
31 Normandy Drive, $740,000.

Nancy Phares to Lynn Locastro,
519 Grove Street, West, $435,000.

Kenneth M. and Laurie A. Lipper
to Yvette Brown and Theo Brunson,
1375 Grandview Avenue, $590,000.

John and Christina Ricerca to Anne
Sesely, 1144 Central Avenue,
$515,000.

David and Teri Gerson to Stephen
Kahn and Deborah Feldman-Kahn,
1141 Minisink Way, $1,300,000.

Michael E. and Annette M.

McMahon to Adam and Jeannette L.
Cohen, 723 Coleman Place,
$780,000.

Joseph Rigano to RiteLiving, LLC,
615 Ripley Place, $280,000.

Joan M. Leahey and Terrence
O’Connor to Sean T. and Emily K.
Ritter, 823 Cedar Terrace, $1,100,000.

Eric Horgan and Cheryl Stein to
Keith and Beth Derman, 641 Clark
Street, $1,491,000.

Frank and Beth Dombroski to Wil-
liam and Michelle Crandall, 40 Can-
terbury Lane, $875,000.

Frank A. and Laura A. Napolitano

to Brian A. and Kelly A. LaFemina,
226 Linden Avenue, $900,000.

Kathleen F. and Raymond E. Luck,
Jr. and Claudia L. and Henry N.
Andrews, III to D. Villane Construc-
tion, LLC, 537 Edgar Road, $343,000.

Robert Devita and Lynn Locastro
to David and Leslie Horst, 681
Westfield Avenue, $740,000.

Shabbir and Shabnam M. Irfani to
Kyuho Han and Yoonjeong Jeong
Choi, 927 Grandview Avenue,
$496,000.

Licinio Castro and Cilene Martins
Castro to Peter Blume-Jensen, 40
Tamaques Way, $1,079,000.

Richard D. Bruder and Saskia Hintz
to Jacek and Iwona Dankowska, 74
Tamaques Way, $400,000.

WHS 1998 Reunion
On Tap November 29
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School Class of 1998 will
hold a 10-year reunion celebration
on Saturday, November 29, at 6:30
p.m. at the 3 Forty Grill in Hoboken.

The theme of the cocktail party
will be “where we’ve been and
where we’re going.” The cost is $60
per person, payable at the door in
cash. A portion of the reunion costs
will be donated to Teach For
America.

“It’s hard to believe it has been
10 years,” said Class President Steve
Dennis. “Old friends are good for
the soul and it will be wonderful to
find out what everyone has been
doing.”

For more information or to re-
spond for the event, contact Mr.
Dennis at
steve.w.dennis@gmail.com.

FALL IS HERE. TWO OPEN HOUSES SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 28TH 2 TO 4 PM

Pretty Settings...Quiet Tree Lined Streets...Leaves About To Change

Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc.  •  436 South Avenue, Westfield NJ  •  908-654-6666 x 249

A. George Rogers, REALTOR

Direct Dial: 908-768-9677

Toll Free: 800-222-0507

Email: ageorgerogers@yahoo.com

4 Bedroom 2 ½ Baths.. Entrance Hall..Bright Living Room with Bay Window and Fireplace..Dining Room..Eat
in Kitchen..Oak floors..Great back yard with Storage Shed or Play House. Newly Listed $579,900.
DIRECTIONS: Central Avenue to Connecticut Street and Right to 1612 Boynton Avenue. SEE SIGNS

4 + Bedrooms 3 Baths..Up to the Minute Kitchen and Remodeled Baths.. Interesting plan, adaptable lower level
as in law suite, teen wing or in home office, Family Room with Fireplace, second Kitchen area an additional
private entrance.. Deep property, 2 Car Plus Garage.. Maybe just the family space you need. Listed: $499,900.
DIRECTIONS: South Ave. to Summit Avenue, Home is just beyond Grove St. SEE SIGNS

Let me share my enthusiasm with you for these homes or for a personal complimentary
estimate as to how your home compares to Today’s Real Estate Market.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Obama’s Lead in Jersey Down
To Four Points Over McCain
Democratic Senator Barack

Obama’s lead in New Jersey has been
trimmed to four percentage points over
Republican Senator John McCain in
the latest Quinnipiac University Poll.
The poll was conducted September 10
to 14, at which time 1,187 “likely”
New Jersey voters were interviewed.
Mr. Obama’s lead is now 49 to Mr.
McCain’s 45 percent, down from a 51-
41 lead in an August 13 poll.

In terms of nationwide numbers,
realclearpolitics.com has reported that
Rasmussen and Newsweek have the
race tied; CBS News/The New York
Times has Mr. Obama up five points;
Reuters/Zogby and Gallup have Mr.
Obama with a two-point lead, and
Quinnipiac has Mr. Obama up four
points. Real Clear Politics has the
McCain/Palin ticket leading with 216
electoral votes to 207 for the Obama/
Biden ticket. The winner needs 280
electoral votes. New Jersey is listed
as “leans Obama.”

A Republican has not won New
Jersey in the Presidential race since
George H.W. Bush won it in 1988.

Lautenberg Leads Zimmer by
Nine Points in Senate Race

New Jersey Democratic Senator
Frank Lautenberg leads Republi-
can Dick Zimmer 48 to 39 percent
in the latest Quinnipiac University
poll. Mr. Lautenberg’s nine-point
lead is up two points from the pre-
vious poll.

Voters, 54-40 percent of poll par-
ticipants, including 50 percent of
Democrats, say that Mr. Lautenberg,

84, is too old to serve another six-
year term in the U.S. Senate. Mr.
Zimmer is 63. Mr. Lautenberg is
seeking a fifth term.

Mr. Zimmer’s problem appears to
be lack of name recognition. A former
three-term Congressman in the
1990’s, 66 percent of voters said they
don’t know enough about him to form
an opinion.
Pallone Wants Christie Schedules
Regarding Possible Campaigning

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6, Long
Branch) is seeking the release of pub-
lic and private schedules of United
States Attorney for New Jersey, Chris
Christie, to see if Mr. Christie has
been holding campaign meetings
while a federal prosecutor.

News reports list Mr. Christie as a
likely Republican candidate for gov-
ernor next year.

Passaic Councilman Charged
With Lying to Grand Jury

Passaic Councilman Gerardo
Fernandez was arrested at his home
by FBI agents and charged with lying
to a grand jury with regard to a brib-
ery investigation, according to The
Record.

A federal grand jury indicted
Fernandez, charging him with per-
jury and obstruction of justice for
allegedly making false statements
before a Federal grand jury in Tren-
ton in November 2007.

The grand jury hearing was con-
nected to a bribery investigation that
netted a dozen New Jersey officials in
2007, including the Passaic mayor,
two city councilmen and two state
assemblymen.

Foreclosure Information
Available to Homeowners

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced
that information about home mort-
gage foreclosures can be obtained on
her Union County website and at her
office.

“Home mortgage foreclosures have
increased dramatically across the na-
tion due to the ongoing disruption of
the subprime mortgage lending mar-
ket,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

In response to this emergency, the
Office of the County Clerk has infor-
mation and resources on its website
for homeowners who are threatened
by foreclosure or who, through eco-
nomic circumstances, may face fore-
closure in the near future. Printed
information about foreclosures also
is available at the Clerk’s Office at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth.

To access the website information,
go to ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
foreclosure.html. The County Clerk’s
website offers links to a variety of
resources available to homeowners
from the New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs, the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development,
Neighborhood Works America, and
the Homeowner’s Hope Hotline.

“In most instances the purchase of
a home is the largest expenditure and

investment an individual will make.
Any homeowner who expects to face
foreclosure should consult immedi-
ately with an attorney and the institu-
tion which holds their mortgage,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “Do not wait until a
proceeding has started. There are
available resources to help protect
your investment.”

The New Jersey State Department
of Law and Public Safety, Division of
Consumer Affairs, and the New Jer-
sey Department of Banking and In-
surance have developed materials to
assist homeowners in need of guid-
ance. These materials include
downloadable booklets, frequently
asked questions, and schedules of
seminars, all of which are available in
English and Spanish. For this infor-
mation, go to state.nj.us/oag/ca/
foreclosures.htm and to state.nj.us/
dobi/division_consumers/finance/
foreclose_subprime.html.

Both websites contain links for re-
financing programs through the New
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency and credit counseling. The
Department of Banking and Insur-
ance also has a toll-free hotline, (800)
446-7467, for guidance, schedules
and directions to foreclosure semi-
nars.

More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 2 & 3
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www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Charming English country Manor w/ many special features on .5 acre.  Rare “Tiger
Oak”  graces the first floor woodwork on archways, wide crown moldings & wndws. Two unique
fireplaces warm the formal dining room &  grand living room. The dining room  has a carved wood
mantle with decorative festoon, wood surround and flagstone hearth. The living room fireplace has
dramatic floor to ceiling sweep of stone mined in northwest New Jersey .The “morning room”
adjacent to the gracious foyer and dining room harkens back to a gentler period.  6 over 6 windows
& satin finished hardwood floors 5 spacious bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half baths, newer gourmet
granite kitchen by Galaxy Builders, family room with built-ins and sliders to rear fenced yard,
cozy den, full basement with recreation room and fireplace. 2 zone central air, mature plantings,
fenced rear yard, 2 CGR. Truly a one-of-a-kind home to enjoy for years to come!      $1,298,000.

WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 28th, 1-4PM

QUICK DELIVERY MODELS AVAILABLE!
Special Pricing from $499,000

Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with con-
trol valves by Jado, Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.

Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Lori Majeski, Collector of Taxes of the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell at public auction on THURSDAY, OCTOBER
16th, 2008 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:00
o’clock in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be
adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons
whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total
amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 16th day of October 2008.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale.  Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid,  but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be
made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order
or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will  be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payment must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.), In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK  LOT QUAL OWNER LOCATION TOTAL DUE
101 11 Scherer, Shirley 349 Terrill Road $  6,032.19
501 15.01 Ainsworth, Kieron & Elsie 1595 East Second Street $  5,179.85
601 29 Celius, Joseph & Guirlaine 326 Hoe Avenue $  8,802.21
901 11 Barlow, Jacqueline 338 Willow Avenue $  3,054.18
1201 27 Padovano/Azzer, LLC 1800 East Second Street $  4,459.29
1201 35  C0107      Fredericksen, G. Et Al 530 Park Avenue $  2,407.40
1501 12 DiNizo, Juanita & Romano 1920 Bartle Avenue $  2,873.17
1501 15 Hudgins, Rose Lee 1930 Bartle Avenue $  3,180.50
1602 10 Debellis, Anthony & Nunn, S 1956 Grand Street $  6,014.10
1802 13 219 Park Ave., Assoc LLC 219 Park Avenue $14,501.25
2303 28 Baratucci, Antonio 1965 Portland Avenue $  3,553.06
2502 07 Fela, Kim 2105 Portland Avenue $  1,600.78
10801 03.02 Messercola Bros Bldg Co 1 Norwegian Woods Road $  4,344.39
02702 02 Heller, Andrew 2052 Nicholl Avenue $13,852.10
2801 01 Vin-Mat, Inc 2040 Route 22 $10,767.44
2802 26.02 DiNizo, Romano & Juanita 2039 Propect Street $  6,535.71
3902 03 Safi, Judy/Simpson, Alicia 185 Watchung Terrace $  8,150.61
3905 07 Garay, Martin & Rosario 201 HardingRoad $11,912.20
3905 21.01 223 Katherine St., LLC 211 Elm Court $     610.30
3905 21.02 223 Katherine St., LLC 207 Elm Court $     586.03
4302 08 Campanaro, Luis & Elia 528 Jerusalem Road $  1,681.86
4401 14 West, Mary E. 4 Johnson Street $  1,266.34
4703 02 Booth, Lansing T. & Betsy 2590 Route 22 $  1,529.93
4802 01 GRIG Corp 2435 Route 22 $     280.17
4901.08  03  C0808     Pandey,Ramendra & Usha 808 Donato Circle $       35.00
5501 12 Wells Fargo Bank Trustee 30 Copperfield Road $  5,194.93
5901 18 Zlotnikoff, Alisa 15 Gary Court $  8,051.91
7502 10.01 Messercola Bros. Bldg Co 11 Hidden Meadow Drive$  3,928.61
8102 04 Vitanza, Louis & Kelli 2430 Bryant Avenue $  2,344.71
8703 10 Duplaa, C. & Tajes, G. 1118 Lincoln Avenue $  8,542.48
8704 03.01 Brown, Otis & Norma 1125 Lincoln Avenue $  9,978.69
10301 09 Cardona, Regina 1332 Graymill Drive $  7,312.24
10801 03.01 Messercola Bros. Bldg Co 1461 Martine Avenue $37,613.12
10801 03.03 Messercola Bros. Bldg Co 2 Norwegian Woods Road $  4,790.38
11301 02.08 Gonzales, Richard & Janet 17 Pitching Way $  1,611.30
11701 02 223 Katherine St., LLC 1557 Ramapo Way $12,577.78
11902 06 Murphy, Sean & Barbara 6 Gaycroft Drive $14,262.93
12101 17 Porchetta, Mario & Susan 7 Stoneleigh Drive $  6,579.58
12201 25.20 Sorkin, Charles & Saundra 21 Rambling Drive $17,917.41
12701 05 Rappa, Leonard 1908 Lake Avenue $  2,891.97
14801 27 Femia, Paul & Donna 9 Clinton Lane $  6,419.54
15601 09 Lynch, L. & Payne, R. 1612 Prospect Ave. Rear $       88.78
15901 48 Cummings, Jerry 929 Raritan Road $  3,014.99
16001 13 Sumner, Alfred Welles 1660 Rahway Road $  3,207.95
16001 34 Iarrapino, Gail 14 Winchester Drive $11,074.96

Lori Majeski
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 9/18, 9/25, 10/2 & 10/9/08, The Times Fee: $522.24

2008 LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The changing color of leaves and the chill in the air remind us that leaf season is approaching, and
the Department of Public Works is busy making preparations for the Town’s annual leaf collection
program.  With cooperation from all residents, and Mother Nature, the Town can continue to provide
efficient and timely service.

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE
As indicated on the map on the reverse side, the Town is divided into ten leaf collection areas:  Areas
1-6 on the North side and 7-10 on the South side.

Collection will begin simultaneously on the North and South sides on October 20 and
continue to December 5.  During this timeframe two full passes of the Town will be made, with
additional passes if necessary.  Additional passes are based upon the need as determined by the
Town.  Please put your leaves out as soon as possible.

No leaves will be permitted in the streets until Saturday October 11.

Collection will begin in Area 1 on the North side, and Area 7 on the South side and
proceed in numerical order.

HOW RESIDENTS CAN HELP
We emphasize that the success of any leaf collection program is due, in large part, to the cooperation
of residents. The Town encourages the use of biodegradable leaf bags for residents who wish to have
leaves picked up.  Bagging leaves helps the Town comply with the Stormwater regulations and will
aid in keeping our streets clean during leaf season.  Following are the ways in which you can help:

Before raking leaves to the street, check the map to find out which area you are in and call the “Leaf
Hotline” (789-4120) to determine when the crews will be in your area.  This will minimize the
amount of time leaf piles are on the street.

Residents employing landscapers are required to inform them of the collection schedule and
must fill out the coupon on the back of this flyer so their landscapers can enter the Conservation
Center.  This permit can be used up until December 19.   As mentioned above, No leaves will
be permitted in the streets until Saturday October 11.

Tree branches, grass or other debris are not accepted at the County compost facilities and
piles containing anything other than leaves will not be picked up.

Leaves should be placed in narrow rows along the street, leaving a space along the gutter for
drainage.  This will help minimize local flooding during rains.  Do not pile leaves on or near drainage
inlets, which can lead to local flooding.

Note:  Leaves cannot be placed closer then ten (10) feet from any inlet.

Keep vehicles off the streets during collection days to avoid interference with leaf collection
crews.

CAUTION! Do Not Park Cars Over Leaf Piles.   Hot exhaust systems can ignite the leaves and
cause a car fire.  Also, leaves cannot be picked up if a car is in the way.

OTHER LEAF DISPOSAL OPTIONS
In order to further maximize service, the Town offers residents two other leaf disposal options:

Pickup Service.  Residents will be allowed to place their leaves in BIODEGRADABLE BAGS ONLY
at the curb for  pickup service.  Residents may obtain the bags (maximum of ten bags per day)
at no charge, starting on Thursday, October 9, at the Town Conservation Center, (see
below for hours of operation).  Filled bags will be picked up at curbside by the Town DPW within
24 hours of request by the resident, either in person or through the Leaf Hotline (789-4120).
Please leave your message after the recording.

Conservation Center.  From October 9 to December 19 (weather permitting) the Conservation
Center will be open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., for any residents who want to dispose of their leaves directly. Landscapers serving Westfield
residents may also haul leaves to the Center during this period, provided they have the required
coupon signed by the resident.  The Town Conservation Center will be closed on the
following municipal holidays (Veterans Day-November 11, Thanksgiving-November 27
& 28).

Please note: During the month of January of 2009, the Center will be open Every Saturday from
9 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., and in February and March of 2009 the Conservation Center will be open
on Alternate Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. weather permitting.

January schedule Sat.  3, 10, 17, 24, 31
February schedule Sat.  14 & 28
March schedule Sat.  14 & 28

CHRISTMAS TREES:  Christmas trees must be deposited at the Conservation Center only.
They will not be picked up by the Town at the curb.  Christmas trees ARE NOT to be deposited
in Tamaques Park.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Septem-
ber 16, 2008 memorialized the following
Board action taken on July 7, 2008:

08-06 Forest Glen Reality Associates,
1532 & 1538 Rahway Avenue, Block
5402, Lots 27 & 28. Applicant is seeking
Final Major Subdivision approval to subdi-
vide the subject property into three lots
and to construct a dead end street to
provide access to the lots. Preliminary
Major Subdivision approval granted No-
vember 10, 2005. Application approved
with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 9/25/08, The Leader Fee: $17.85

‘Mark My Words. You Will See
More Negative Campaigning’

The Republican penchant for half-
truths, untruths and slight of hand to dis-
tract you from the really important issues
at the national level is being propagated at
the local level. A letter to the editor from
Rich Duthie, a Republican member of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board, last week,
incorrectly and unfairly characterized
Councilman Kevin Glover’s position with
regard to the southside turf field.

I attended the town council hearing on
the funding of the southside field as well.
I heard Mr. Glover speak glowingly of
our children and his support for the field.
The half-truth — indeed Councilman
Glover did abstain from the vote. But let’s
be clear about his reasons. Quoting Coun-
cilman Glover directly, “Mayor, I will not
cast my vote against this field. I’m a
proponent of it. I will, however, not vote
for how it is presently being funded.”

His viewpoint cannot honestly be char-
acterized as apathetic to our children.
Dishonest name calling aside, what Coun-
cilman Glover actually objected to was a
method of funding the project designed to
maximize both town debt and future prop-
erty taxes.

The town has an open space fund ap-
propriate for funding such projects. In
addition, the town budget surplus is at an
all time high. Councilman Glover advo-
cated using more of the town’s on-hand
cash reserves to fund the field and thereby
minimize debt and future taxes.

Rejecting this fiscally responsible ap-
proach, the Republican-led council chose
instead to fund the field by floating a bond
for the entire cost of the project with the
smallest equity commitment required by
law. This brings the real issue into sharp
focus, fiscal responsibility. Is mindlessly
borrowing to fund town projects without
regard to the impact on future property
taxes fiscally responsible?

Where does mayoral candidate Nancy
Malool stand on fiscal responsibility? At
the very same October 23, 2007 town
council meeting, Councilwoman Malool,
in advocating for the strategy of maxi-

mizing debt to fund town projects, argued
that this preserves the open space fund
capital so that it can be used as collateral
on future bonds to further increase our
town debt with yet another multi-million
dollar bond to pay for a planned senior
center.

This clearly indicates that Council-
woman Malool intends to continue with
her financially reckless spending policies
if she becomes mayor.

Additionally, it is noteworthy that Ms.
Malool routinely mischaracterizes the
proposed recreation center a senior cen-
ter.

The plans show only a small percent-
age of the square footage devoted to se-
nior facilities. Clearly, characterizing the
proposed recreational facility as a senior
center represents a shameless attempt to
exploit our senior citizens to gain support
for a pet project favored for other reasons.

Ironically, our senior citizens, many on
fixed incomes, are among the least likely
to be able to absorb the future tax in-
creases that will inevitably be triggered
by Ms. Malool’s unrestrained spending
policies. The issue is not about whether
we should embark on improvements to
the town. The issue is about proceeding
with improvements in a fiscally respon-
sible manner.

This week, we have seen the excruciat-
ingly painful results of unrestrained bor-
rowing played out at the national level.
We must carefully consider the rational-
ity of the ongoing Republican-led spend-
ing spree in Scotch Plains in light of these
recent events. The decline of housing
values and loss of personal funds result-
ing from financial events playing out on
the world stage touch us all.

On the local level, councilman and
mayoral candidate Kevin Glover has been
the lone voice calling for greater fiscal
responsibility in local government.

Because Mr. Glover sits on the town
council, your property taxes have been
several points lower than proposed by the
Republicans in the last two budget cycles.
Yet with a Republican majority still at the
reigns, Mr. Glover’s efforts to control the
unrestrained spending habits of town gov-
ernment have been often thwarted.

Mark my words. You will see more
negative campaigning from the town Re-
publicans as the election approaches.
Mayoral candidate Glover’s refreshing
emphasis on fiscal responsibility shines a
bright light on the Republican’s poor
management record.

They cannot attack this head on and
will instead resort to pathetic attempts at
character assassination designed to dis-
tract from the important issues at hand.
Don’t be fooled.

Get out and vote on the real issues on
November 4. It’s the economy.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains DEM Committeman

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
September 23, 2008 the following ordi-
nances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
1978, WITH REGARD TO
LANE USE RESERVATIONS

ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENT-
ING AND AMENDING CHAP-
TER II (“ADMINISTRATION”)
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS 1978 AND CREAT-
ING CHAPTER 2-34
(“SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD MUNICIPAL AL-
LIANCE COMMITTEE”)

were adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 9/25/08, The Times Fee: $28.05

Traffic Backup on E. Broad and
Springfield; Who Broke It?

I have worked for the same company
for almost 20 years, which is located off
Springfield Avenue (across from Echo
Lake Park). I grew up in Westfield but
have since moved to Clark. My commute
used to take approximately 12 minutes
from my home to work between 8 to 9
a.m. on weekdays. Now that they have
changed the traffic pattern at the end of
Broad Street, my commute is approxi-
mately 35 minutes.

I have tried to leave earlier in the morn-
ing anticipating the back up on Broad
Street onto Springfield Avenue (which is
sometimes hard to do in that I have to drop
off my child at school in the morning).
However, leaving earlier doesn’t help.
Since Broad Street is backed all the way
up past the cemetery, one could choose to
make the left onto Woodland. But alas,
now that road is backed up once you hit
Mountain Avenue and try to make a right.

Those traveling down Springfield Av-
enue from Cranford also hit a tremendous
amount of traffic. People know the differ-
ent routes to take in order to avoid traffic,
accidents, etc. However with the mess
that has been created on Broad Street,
there is nowhere to go without hitting
unbelievable traffic.

I am sure the high taxpaying residents
who live in and around Woodland in
those beautiful houses just love all the

traffic zipping through their winding roads
to get to Mountain Avenue. I am sure all
the high taxpaying residents along Broad
Street love that they cannot back out of
their driveways due to the high volume of
traffic.

Just think when the bad winter weather
hits how long it will take people to travel
down Broad Street — wouldn’t surprise
me if it backs all the way down to the
police station.

I wonder who made this new traffic
pattern change and why they did so. I
wonder if those involved with this project
actually sat there at the intersection of
Broad Street and Springfield Avenue
during rush hour in the morning, because
I cannot imagine that if someone did, they
would agree with this change.

I can honestly say that while traveling
down Broad Street to Springfield Av-
enue, I have counted approximately three
cars that get into the right lane to make a
right onto Springfield Avenue — three
cars as compared to the dozens and doz-
ens of cars that make the left turn onto
Springfield Avenue.

Bring back the two lanes with the abil-
ity to turn left in both lanes. Remember
the old saying, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix
it.”

Nancy Jogis
Clark

Where Is the Federal Government to
Help the Average American With Bills?

The average American who struggles
to pay taxes, the mortgage, the grocery
bill, the gasoline, bill, and a myriad of
other bills is a chump. Where is the Fed-
eral government to help the average
American with these bills? Too busy help-
ing the fat cats on Wall Street. Spending
billions to pay for the incompetence and
greed of Wall Street executives who in-
vested heavily in the sub-prime mortgage
market. Saving Bear Stearns. Saving
Freddie Mac. Saving Fannie May. But
who is saving the unemployed worker?
Who is saving the migrant worker pick-
ing tomatoes in South Jersey for pennies
per pound? Who is saving the family
unable to pay-off the sub-prime loan un-
scrupulous mortgage brokers and bank-
ers foisted upon it? Who, in other words,
is making the American dream a reality
for the average American strapped with
bills and facing financial ruin?

I love my country, which has provided
opportunity of all sorts for tens of mil-
lions of Americans, but I do not love a
Federal government headed by people
more interested in the plight of great
financial institutions on Wall Street than
in the plight of the average American. I
have always believed that ours is a gov-
ernment of the people, by the people and
for the people. It would appear that in-
creasingly and sadly it is more a govern-
ment of the rich and powerful whose
money and members increasingly control
our society, by the rich and powerful
whose lobbyists heavily influence the
direction of Congress and The White
House, and for the rich and powerful who
benefit mightily by the tax cuts and other
financial largesse, which should be given
instead to the poor and to the middle class.

The very fabric of American democ-
racy is threatened not only by the eco-
nomic crisis confronting our country, but
even more so by the inequality in treat-
ment of the poor and the middle class to
the advantage of the wealthy and power-
ful. Income inequality is at historic pro-
portions in our country. Aristotle warned
that without a middle class there can be no
democracy because without a middle class
there are few people who feel they have
an investment in the political system. I am
not suggesting that the Federal govern-
ment should not work to save us from the
greed and incompetence of Wall Street,
but it should do it in ways that do not
reward the people who caused the col-
lapse of Bear Stearns, Lehman Brothers
Merrill Lynch and AIG. Rather, I am
calling for a more balanced approach by
the Federal government to insure the sur-
vival of the American dream for all Ameri-

cans of whatever economic and social
status they are in.

I am also calling upon Congress to hold
hearings now on the sub-prime crisis,
which created so many of the serious
problems now rocking Wall Street, the
American economy an the world
economy. Congress should promptly in-
vestigate how the sub-prime crisis hap-
pened and which caused the financial ruin
we see all around Wall Street and who is
responsible. If there is evidence of viola-
tion of law, the people involved should be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
Congress should pass legislation which
the President should sign outlawing the
practices which led to the sub-prime cri-
sis.

History teaches us that great nations
fall not just because of foreign attack, but
often more because of internal decay.
There is rot on Wall Street and in corpo-
rate headquarters where the sky was the
limit when it came to making sub-prime
loans to people known to be unable to
repay them. These loans were packaged
and repackaged in even more complex
financial deals few understand, while the
Federal government and all its regulatory
agencies and Congress and the President
stood idly by. Now, because of this the
average American, financially burdened
as he or she is, must as the taxpayer pay a
heavy price for Wall Street greed and
incompetence. The lessening of tradi-
tional banking practices and abnegation
of government regulatory responsibility
has created the greatest economic crisis in
our country since the Great Depression of
the 1930’s. Without high banking stan-
dards and without regulatory action by
government our nation and our society
face a very uncertain future where further
economic and financial turmoil will lead
to the decline of our great country, as well
as to the decline of countries around the
world.

Stephen Shoeman
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on September 23,
2008, and the 20-day period of limitation
within which a suit, action or proceeding
questioning the validity of such ordinance
can be commenced, as provided in the
Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the
date of the first publication of this state-
ment. Copies of the full ordinance are
available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same. The summary of the terms
of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL
MONIES FOR THE INSTAL-
LATION OF SAFETY DE-
VICES IN CONNECTION WITH
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
A “QUIET ZONE” AT THE
RAHWAY AVENUE RAIL-
ROAD CROSSING, IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $75,000 TO PAY
THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BONDS TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION ON THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Installation of safety de-
vices (work to be performed by Conrail) in
connection with the implementation of a
“Quiet Zone” at the Rahway Avenue rail-
road crossing, including a power out indi-
cator and constant warning device cir-
cuitry.

Appropriation and Estimated Coat:
$78,750

Down Payment Appropriated: $3,750
Bonds and Notes Authorized:  $75,000
Useful Life: 10 years

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 9/25/08, The Leader Fee: $56.61

Does Corzine Eco-Forum
Signal End Of Denial?

TRENTON – Republican Senate
Leader Tom Kean Jr. and Senator
Joseph Kyrillos, ranking Republican
member of the Senate Economic
Growth Committee, issued this state-
ment about Governor Jon Corzine’s
hastily organized economic forum
Tuesday in Newark, and called on the
governor to finally support economic
development bills that were part of
the Republican Common Sense Plan
for a More Affordable New Jersey
introduced in May:

“This state’s economy was in
trouble long before Goldman Sachs,
Bear Stearns and Lehman Brothers
fell on hard times. New Jersey has
been bleeding private sector jobs for
six years,” Senator Kean said.

“During that time, the governor
appears to have been in a state of
denial. Businesses called for relief
from laws and regulation that made
New Jersey uncompetitive and
unaffordable, and he ignored them
even as more good jobs slipped away.
Independent studies ranked New Jer-
sey at or near the bottom among all
states for tax policies that encourage
small business, and he didn’t cham-
pion change. As Republicans repeat-
edly put forth bills and called for
special sessions to reform economic
development policies, he said and did
nothing,” he continued.

“It’s wonderful that the governor
now says that he recognizes the seri-
ousness of our situation. As the Star-
Ledger noted in a weekend editorial,
this problem is deep-seated,” Kean
said. “Clearly it demands the atten-
tion of the governor and the legisla-
tors from both sides of the aisle. We
look forward to working with the

governor to develop common-sense
solutions.”

“It’s encouraging to see that Gov-
ernor Corzine has begun to focus on
our economic problems,” Kyrillos
said. “I’m anxious to hear what rec-
ommendations come from his meet-
ing today with business leaders. I
hope he will finally join with legisla-
tive Republicans to pass the essential
reforms that have been proposed to
revitalize New Jersey’s economy.”

Our state was an economic bright
spot for the entire Northeast during
the 1990’s, Kean and Kyrillos said.
The governor can start back down the
road of economic growth by throw-
ing the full weight of his office be-
hind the following bills supported by
business leaders from all over the
state:

S-263 (Kyrillos/Cardinale) – Lets
entrepreneurs carry more operating
losses forward so they can use them
to lower taxes in more years. The
business community considers this
change vital to job growth.

S-281 (Kean, T.) – New Jersey Eco-
nomic Development Promotion Act
would jump-start languishing eco-
nomic development efforts in the state
and free up resources to allow expan-
sion of economic development efforts.

A-1449 (DeCroce, A) – Single
Sales Factor bill changes law so busi-
nesses that are based in New Jersey
aren’t taxed more than companies
that locate their offices in neighbor-
ing states.

S-1874 (Oroho) – Eliminates a rule
unique to New Jersey that allows the
state to tax business revenue that is
not taxed by another state.

S-276 and S-2114 (Kyrillos) – re-
forms business incentive grants to
allow more job-creating businesses
to benefit.

S-1466 (Kean, T.) – Expands Ur-
ban Transit Hub law to any munici-
pality with a commuter rail station.
This allows all towns to stimulate
more business growth around the train
stations that have spurred economic
growth in the state.

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 4 & 5
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www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

The most cost effective way to get your

home project started & finished.

908-322-4596
201-343-7383

www.gtfmllc.com

Ask For Bill

General Contracting

MASONRY

REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Porches • Steps

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242

40 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Marigliano

Cell: 732-421-0033

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling • Ceramic Tile

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Long Lasting Quality Work

CARPENTER

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

732-381-3463

98% Dust Free

KITCHEN CABINET
RESTORATION

Repairs & Installations

732-790-0939

No Mess Left Behind
Licensed & Insured

Harmony Wood Renewal LLC

WOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING

Antique • New • Old

$           $$          $$$
Saturday, October 4, 9:30-5

Sunday, October 5, 10-3
301 Hillside Avenue

(Entrance Lawrence Avenue)
Westfield

GRANNY’S TREASURES

HUGE YARD SALE

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27th
9am to 3pm

69 Woodland Ave., Fanwood
Furniture, HH Items, Clothes,
Books, Toys and much more!

OFFICES FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Two offices for rent
in professional building loc.
downtown. One is $650 per month.
The other is an office w/adjoining
conference area for $800 per
month. Parking on site & also
avail. on street. Both have 1st flr.
reception area & use of basement
for storage.

BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield

(908) 233-0065

SUPERFANTASTIC YARD SALE

Sat., 9/ 27 & Sun., 9/ 28
9 am to 4 pm 19 Cook St., Clark
- off Valley Rd. Tons of Holiday
items, electronics, games, toys,
furniture, household items and

more...Something for everyone!
All proceeds benefit
All Star Pet Rescue.

www.allstar.petfinder.com

HELP WANTED

Family owned Insurance Agency
looking for P/T office help. Must
be Professional, courteous and
able to work independently. Ex-
cellent phone skills and Computer
skills a must. Call (908) 322-5150

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
2BR apt w/new Kitchen & bath
above store in downtown
Westfield, available immediately.
WSF0446...$1,450

COLDWELL BANKER
Residential Brokerage

(908) 233-5555

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Scotch Plains - Join three
attorneys and two bankers that
have made Haven Avenue their
home. Beautiful new office
available in high-end suite. Ideal
for any service professional.
$895.00, incls phone / int.
Call (908) 296-2142 for details.

AUDIO / VIDEO INSTALLER

Audio / video purchase consultant
and installer, provides full service
from new equipment installation
to complete Home Theater
construction, including TV, DVD,
Surround Sound, stereo & video
game systems, computers &
home networking. Email to
djselectronicsnj@yahoo.com
or call (908) 614-4130 for free
estimates. Save money;
reasonable prices.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Attractive
2BR duplex near town & transp.
CAC, W/D, DW, HWFlrs, Garage.
$1800/mo. +util. (908) 568-1217.
Avail. 10/15. No Fee.

LEGAL PROFESSIONALS

AV-rated Westfield Elder Law and
Estate Planning firm seeks full or
part-time Associate and Paralegal.
A minimum of 2 years experience
is required. Please send resume,
wilth salary requirements, to:
Law Office of Donald Vanarelli

242 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

email to
gmorrissey@dvanarelli.com

or fax to (908) 232-7214.

GARDEN APARTMENTS

SPRINGFIELD - 2 Bedroom Apt,
$1150 + Utils, Off-street parking
1 Bedroom w/full Dining Rm $1150
+ Utils. Both Available Oct 1st.

(973) 997-0833

HOUSE CLEANING

Professional Cleaning Lady
will clean your house.

Free Estimates!
(732) 841-1663
Call anytime!

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experi-
enced agents! Excellent training.

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available December 1, 2008

$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

DOG WALKER FOR HIRE

Unlimited availability
reasonable rates

Call Nancy at (908) 208-4424
or (908) 232-9491

GARWOOD OFFICE BUILDING

Center Town Commercial Bldg
for rent, attorney, insurance,
professional within walking
distance to train, parking in rear of
bldg. plus free municipal parking.
2100 sq. ft incl. Fin. Basement.

Please call Carol at
(908) 789-3306
for appointment

AG: No Plea Bargains
For Teenage Drivers

Health Department Sets
Flu Inoculation Programs

REMEMBERING…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada (second
from right), Freeholder Vice Chairman Alex Mirabella (left), Freeholder Rick
Proctor (second from left) and Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich (right)
listen as Rev. Margay Whitlock sings the national anthem during the county’s
annual remembrance ceremony honoring POWs and MIAs at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Freeholder Candidates
To Debate October 15
CRANFORD – The Union County

Council of the League of Women
Voters will present its annual candi-
dates’ forum at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, October 15, in the Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield
Avenue.

Three seats on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are open
this year, all for three-year terms. The
candidates are Democrats Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proctor of
Rahway and Nancy Ward of Linden,
and Republicans Michael Yakubov
of Roselle Park, John Russitano of
Westfield and Joseph Franchino of
Berkeley Heights.

In keeping with League policy of
providing a trained moderator from
outside the election district, this year’s
event will be moderated by Jane Sailer,
a member of the Montclair Area
League. Millie Lewis of Cranford, a
member of the Union Area League,
will make the introduction.

As in past years, members of the
audience will have an opportunity to
submit written questions to any or all
of the candidates.

The program will be taped and is
expected to be shown on Comcast’s
public access television channels at a
later date.

AREA – The Westfield Regional
Health Department has scheduled the
following dates for Flu Inoculation
Programs. These programs are open
only to residents of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Summit and Westfield. Proof of resi-
dency may be required. Participants
will be taken on a first come/first
serve basis. Dates are as follows:

Tuesday, October 6, noon, Sarah
Bailey Center, Church Mall, Spring-
field; Tuesday, October 7, 6 to 7:30
p.m., Westfield Municipal Building
court room, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield; Wednesday, October 8,
Summit Senior Housing Center, 1 to
3 p.m., 12 Chestnut Avenue, Summit;
Tuesday, October 14, 9 to 11 a.m.,
New Providence Senior Citizens Cen-
ter, 15 East 4th Street, New Provi-
dence.

Wednesday, October 15,
Mountainside Municipal Building
(court room), 6 to 7:30 p.m., 1385
Route 22 East, Mountainside; Tues-
day, October 28, Fanwood Recre-
ation Center, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Forest
Road, Fanwood; Wednesday, Octo-
ber 29, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Springfield
Municipal Building (court room); 100
Mountain Avenue, Springfield; Thurs-
day, October 30, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
Garwood Municipal Building (court
room), 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
and Saturday, November 15, 8 a.m. to
noon, Roselle Park High School (caf-
eteria), 185 West Webster Avenue,
Roselle Park.

Anyone that is Medicare Part B
eligible must please bring their card
to the programs.

The following are groups recom-
mended to receive influenza vaccine
(i.e., the flu shot): persons aged 65
years and older, with and without
chronic health conditions, residents
of long-term care facilities persons

aged 2 to 64 years with chronic health
conditions, children aged six to 59
months who attend any licensed child
care center or pre-school activity,
pregnant women health-care person-
nel who provide direct patient care,
household contacts and out-of-home
caregivers of children aged six
months.

For additional information, con-
tact the Westfield Health Department
at (908) 789-4070.

TRENTON – Following a key rec-
ommendation of the Teen Drivers
Study Commission, Attorney Gen-
eral Anne Milgram has directed mu-
nicipal prosecutors not to offer or
accept plea bargains to teen drivers
with Graduated Drivers’ Licenses for
motor vehicle violations that carry
points.

The directive is aimed at ensuring
that new drivers participate in driver
improvement programs that are man-
datory for young drivers who accu-
mulate three or more points. The di-
rective bars pleas to a violation of
operating a motor vehicle in an un-
safe manner, a plea that avoids the
assessment of points.

The commission said it recom-
mended the action because a provi-
sion of the Graduated Drivers Li-
cense system had been “undermined”
by plea offers to no-point offenses.

“It is necessary for prosecutors to
differentiate GDL holders from regu-
lar licensees when determining an
appropriate plea offer,” Ms. Milgram
wrote in a memorandum sent to all
municipal and county prosecutors.
“GDL holders are probationary driv-
ers and it is entirely appropriate that
they be held strictly accountable for
all motor vehicle violations.”

She said a GDL holder who is
charged with a motor vehicle viola-
tion does not have a sustained record
of safe and lawful driving. Ms.
Milgram said pleading motor vehicle
violations to no-point offenses al-
lows GDL drivers to escape remedial
measures and leaves high-risk and
inexperienced drivers on the road.

A copy of the directive and the full
Teen Driver Study Commission re-
port is available on line at
njsaferoads.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
September 23, 2006.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1923
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

1 T- 9/25/08, The Times Fee: $13.26

Azure Chapter Slates
Vendor/Craft Fair

CRANFORD – Azure Chapter
87 Order of the Eastern Star of
Cranford will sponsor a vendor/
craft fair on Saturday, October 4,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will take
place at the Masonic Lodge Hall,
located at 478 South Avenue in
Cranford.

Featured will be home décor,
eclectic/vintage merchandise, holi-
day crafts, jewelry, handbags and
other unique gifts and items. Ad-
mission and parking are free.

Founded in 1870, the Order of
the Eastern Star is a worldwide
charitable and educational associa-
tion open to both men and women.
It provides support to both mem-
bers and non-members.

The Cranford chapter sponsors
various fund-raising events to sup-
port its multiple charitable projects,
including the Eastern Star Home in
Bridgewater. For more information
about the Order of the Eastern Star,
call (908) 789-0813.

Feast of St. Michael
To Kick Off Tonight
CRANFORD – The fourth an-

nual Feast of St. Michael will take
place tonight through Sunday, Sep-
tember 25 to 28, on the grounds of
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church parking lot, located on Holly
Street in Cranford.

The feast, sponsored by Com-
merce Bank, will include a “Jersey
shore boardwalk” atmosphere of
games, music, rides, food, a beer/
wine tent, prizes, a raffle, balloons
and face painting.

The feast will be held from 6 to 9
p.m. tonight. On Friday, it will take
place from 6 to 10 p.m. and feature
the Brother John Brown Band. On
Saturday, the event will be open
from 1 to 10 p.m. and will feature
the band Not in that Order. On
Sunday, the feast will run from
12:30 to 6 p.m., with the band 9
South closing out the festivities.
For more information, visit
feastofstmichael.org.

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

Bernard R. Holleran, 82
Bernard R. Holleran, 82, of

Mountainside died on Monday, Sep-
tember 15, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Newark, he was raised in
Irvington and played with the
Ballantine Drum and Bugle Corps.
He lived in Mountainside for 56
years.

Mr. Holleran had been a project
supervisor with Western Electric for
more than 40 years before retiring in
1983. He was a member of the Tele-
phone Pioneers Club.

During World War II, he served in
the United States Navy as a radioman
in the Asiatic-Pacific Theatre.

Surviving are his wife of more
than 60 years, Rose Carchio
Holleran; a son, Timothy Holleran;
three daughters, Kathleen Pitzer,
Maureen Hammer and Susan
Fernicola; a sister, Joan Walsack; six
grandchildren and a great-grand-
child.

A Memorial Mass was offered on
Thursday, September 18, at the Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church in Mountainside.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

September 25, 2008

Ann Marie Bell, 65
Ann Marie Catherine Bell, 65, of

Garwood died on Thursday, Sep-
tember 11, at St. Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston.

Born in Pittston, Pa., she was em-
ployed at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital of Union County in Berkeley
Heights.

A brother, Thomas McCabe, pre-
deceased her.

Surviving are her husband of 46
years, Harold Bell; two daughters,
Ann Marie Bell of Scotch Plains and
Joanne Kaiser of Westfield; a son,
Kevin Bell; seven brothers, John
McCabe, Frank McCabe, Edward
McCabe, William McCabe, James
McCabe, Joseph McCabe and Ted
McCabe; three sisters, Helen
McCabe, Dorothy Engleman and
Rosemary Fanucci, and four grand-
children.

Private funeral arrangements were
under the direction of the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in her memory to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, CDC Foundation at http://
www.cdcfoundation.org/givenow/
index.aspx.

September 25, 2008

Steven Cafaro, 37
Steven Cafaro, 37, a lifelong resi-

dent of Westfield, died on Sunday,
September 21, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

He was a 1989 graduate of
Westfield High School and attended
Union County College.

Mr. Cafaro was employed since 1986
at L’Oreal USA in Clark, where he
was shop steward and line operator.

He was a member of the Garwood
Rest Billiards Team and played in
leagues all over New Jersey.

Surviving are his parents, John
and Francesca Cafaro; his grand-
mother, Esterina Roccatani; his sis-
ter, Nancy Giuliani, and his girl-
friend, Victoria Lopez.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Burial
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

September 25, 2008

Martha Beck, 84, Longtime Teacher;
Was Also Translator and Interpreter

Martha Beck, 84, formerly of
Westfield and Mountainside, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14, at the Brenn-Field Nurs-
ing Center in Orrville, Ohio.

Martha was born on November
15, 1923 in Montevideo, Uruguay.
She married Joseph Beck, Jr. on No-
vember 15, 1950. They lived in Uru-
guay, Venezuela, Argentina and
Sewickley, Pa. before settling in
Westfield in 1973.

In 1998, she and Joe moved from
Westfield to Mendham and, in 2003,
they returned to this area, living first
in Cranford and then in
Mountainside.

Martha was educated in Uruguay,
where she attended primary and sec-
ondary schools. She also attended law
school at the University of the Repub-
lic. In addition, she received her
Certificat d’Etudes from the Alliance
Francaise and also passed the Cam-
bridge University Proficiency Exams.

She attended the University of
Pittsburgh, where she received her
Bachelor’s Degree in Spanish Lit-
erature. In 1976, she was awarded
her Master’s Degree in Modern Lan-
guages from Seton Hall University.
Martha was fluent in English, Span-
ish and French and also knew Portu-
guese and Italian.

Professionally, Martha was a trans-
lator and teacher. While in Uruguay,

she was an interpreter for the Inter
American Council of Commerce and
Productivity, the Emergency Advi-
sory Committee for Political De-
fense, Berlitz School of Languages
and the Alianza Cultural Uruguay-
Estados Unidos.

She continued her professional
career after moving to Sewickley
and New Jersey. In addition to trans-
lating, she was an adjunct professor
of Spanish at Union County Col-
lege and taught Spanish at the
Westfield Adult School for many
years. She was a member of the
International Club, the Spanish Club
and the Woman’s Club of Westfield.

Martha was predeceased by her
parents and three brothers.

Surviving are her husband, Jo-
seph; three children, Christopher,
Andrew and Martha Philippon; her
daughter-in-law, Diane Beck; her
son-in-law, Peter Philippon, and
three granddaughters, Michelle,
Lisa and Jenn Philippon.

A Memorial Mass will be held at
11:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 25,
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

Private funeral services were held at
the Roberts Funeral Home of Wooster,
Ohio. Online tributes may be made at:
www.robertsfuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Hospice and
Palliative Care of Greater Wayne
County, 2525 Back Orrville Road,
Wooster, Ohio 44691.

September 25, 2008

Ardele Broadbent, 92
Ardele Broadbent, 92, of

Middletown passed away on
Wednesday, September 17, at
Riverview Medical Center Hospice
in Red Bank.

Born in Newark, she had resided
in Madison before moving to
Middletown.

She was a homemaker and a mem-
ber of the Madison Presbyterian
Church.

Her husband, James P. Broadbent,
and her parents, George and Hattie
Smith, predeceased her.

Surviving are her son, Richard
Broadbent of Westfield; her daugh-
ter, Shirlee Broadbent of
Middletown, and two grandsons,
James and Robert Broadbent of
Westfield.

Arrangements were entrusted to
the John E. Day Funeral Home in
Red Bank. Interment was private.

Memorial donations in Ardele’s
memory can be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, 801 Broad Street,
Shrewsbury, N.J. 07702. Letters of
condolence can be e-mailed to the
funeral home’s website:
www.sidun.com.

September 25, 2008

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

If you look thither, way out there
on the cutting edge of filmmaking,
you’ll see the Brothers Coen, Ethan
and Joel, who now gift us with Burn
After Reading. A bit of gallows hu-
mor to cleanse the movie palate after
No Country for Old Men (2007), its
tongue is poked full well into cheek.
And, by any worthwhile definition, it
is art.

Art, in the very least, because the
Coens have found a way, via their
enticingly trenchant work, to dissemi-
nate creativity and invigorative ideas
to minds otherwise lost in the mass
lockstep. They are aberrantly thought
provoking, out on a limb, cold in their
deductions on first blush. Just don’t
tell anyone…but there’s a lot of hu-
manity there.

In this dilly of a ditty, a strange
brew of disparate lives is stirred into
a tizzy of wildly unpredictable be-
havior. Sure to elicit many an omigosh,
the plot is like a Rube Goldberg con-
traption translated into sociological
terms, the first switch tripped when
CIA analyst Osborne Cox (John
Malkovich) is demoted for drinking.
He’ll show them. He quits.

That night, when the despondent
agent informs his doctor wife, su-
perbly portrayed at sub-Arctic tem-
perature by Tilda Swinton, of this
current event, the shrew asks what he
plans to do next. He says he’d like to
write a memoir. If looks could kill,
the closing credits would follow.

Meanwhile, somewhere across the
Beltway, other players in the human
comedy emote and curse and pine
and say, ‘If only I could, etc., etc.,
then I would etc., etc.’ And thus the
camera comes to settle on Frances
McDormand’s Linda Litzke, an in-
creasingly distracted employee of
Hardbodies Fitness Center. She is
consumed by a desire for plastic sur-
gery.

But rats, the HMO says nix. So she
takes matters into her own hands when
dimwit fitness instructor Chad, mar-
velously interpreted by Brad Pitt,

Burn After Reading:
A Capital Satire

shows her a CD the janitor found. It’s
some kind of code…CIA stuff. He’s
all giddy. But like a running back who
spots her opening, Linda is already
planning what we surmise is her first
extortion.

Hopelessly caught up in the fan-
tasy of reinventing herself, Ms. Litzke
has her rationalizations all in place.
Her ship has come in. This CIA guy,
these kind of people, they have plenty,
and she’s entitled to her fair share.
She might even believe it’s divine
intervention.

All of which suggests the grand
metaphor the Coens construct in this
deliciously clever satire. While little
escapes their lampoon scope this go-
round, the primary focus is on that
cadre of goon who, while thinking
they know everything, actually know
dangerously little about the business
of living. Good thing there’s the CIA
to watch over them.

Keeping tabs on our desperate prin-
cipals’ fumblings practically from the
first notion of blackmail, the Agency
boys are virtually Olympian Gods.
Recalling Bob Newhart at his unflap-
pable best, the buttoned-down head
superior, played by J.K. Simmons,
and his chief intermediary, acted by
David Rasche, provide a crucially
ingenious purview.

That’s not to say those depicting
the mere mortals they scrutinize are
anything less than stellar. John
Malkovich is an inspired addition to
the ensemble cast of Coen brother
regulars. The great irony is, com-
pared to those around him, his
Osborne is the image of sanity. But
alas, the Princeton grad, doubtless of
Brahmin stock, suffers a case of hu-
bris.

Nuttier than Heckyll and Jekyll,
Linda and Chad wouldn’t understand
any of that, and couldn’t care less.
Miss McDormand’s flaming screw-
ball is single minded, while Pitt’s
muscular but idiotic clump of DNA
merely follows along because that’s
what he does. The gym rat doesn’t
really know right from wrong. Linda
gets no such pass.

We suspect that way back, before
she lost her soul among the madding
crowd, Linda was taught some
scruples. Yet somewhere between then
and our currently imagined Age of
Special Privilege, she has come to
feel disenfranchised. You have met
her angry self. The right to pursue
happiness isn’t enough. She wants it
guaranteed and delivered.

Thus, it shouldn’t surprise us when,
after Malkovich’s fallen CIA man
rebuffs her shakedown, she hustles
over to the Russian Embassy to strike
a deal. If she realizes she is, at the
bare minimum, a traitor to her coun-
try, and in the larger picture an alba-
tross to the commonwealth, you
wouldn’t know it. McDormand per-
fectly exacts the misanthrope.

Rounding out this cast of flounder-
ing and cheating hearts, George
Clooney is batty as Harry Pfarrer,
Treasury Dept. wonk, amateur inven-
tor (Guess what he’s cooking up in
the basement?) and lothario to a tragic
fault.

Once this confused little boy of a
man mixes with crazy Linda, little
doubt is left. Your movie-going mis-
sion is no longer a secret: Search out
and enjoy Burn After Reading.

* * *
Burn After Reading, rated R, is a

Focus Features release directed by
Ethan Coen and Joel Coen and stars
John Malkovich, Frances
McDormand and George Clooney.
Running time: 96 minutes.

Baroque Orchestra
To Present Siegfried

AREA – The Baroque Orchestra of
New Jersey and New Jersey Concert
Opera, under the leadership of Music
Director Robert Butts, will make lo-
cal musical history with the first per-
formance in New Jersey of Wagner’s
Siegfried.

The performance is a matinee per-
formance on Saturday, October 11,
starting at 1 p.m. in Dolan Perfor-
mance Hall, The Annunciation Cen-
ter, The College of St. Elizabeth, lo-
cated at 2 Convent Road in
Morristown.

Tickets can be purchased via
baroqueorchestra.org, by phone at
(973) 366-8922 or at the door. Ticket
prices range from $35 (adults), $25
(seniors) and $5 (students, with valid
ID).

WAC Posts Open Call
For Youth Artwork

WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center (WAC) has announced an open
call for the Children’s Juried Art Show
for children and teens ages 4 to 17
residing in New Jersey.

No entries done in crayons, mark-
ers or photography will be accepted.
All other media, including sculpture,
is permitted. These must be original
works only.

The maximum size of a work, in-
cluding frame, should be 16 by 20
inches. A three-dimensional work
should not exceed 18 by 18 inches.
Two-dimensional works should be
matted or framed for display.

There is a $15 per child entry fee
($12 for WAC members). Checks
should be made payable to “Watchung
Arts Center.” For more information,
see watchungarts.

Mazzarese Named Visiting
Associate Professor at NYU
GARWOOD  – Mike Mazzarese of

Garwood has been appointed Visit-
ing Associate Professor in the De-
partment of Management and Orga-
nizations at New York
University Stern School
of Business. In addition,
Mr. Mazzarese will be
the undergraduate ad-
visor for the Department
of Management and Or-
ganizations and serve as
the coach to the execu-
tive MBA graduate stu-
dents.

Previously from
Westfield since 1982,
Mr. Mazzarese has been
with NYU since 1997
as an adjunct assistant
professor.

He has written a col-
umn called “Executive Soap Box”
and authored the chapter on “The
Human Resources Manager” in the
American Management Association’s
Human Resources Management and
Development Handbook.

Prior to establishing his own prac-
tice, he was a vice president with

Hoechst Celanese Corp. He acquired
experience throughout North
America, the Far East and Europe
while with AT&T, Johnson &

Johnson, Dun and
Bradstreet and Equi-
table Life Assurance
Society.

He formerly was vice
president, Academic Af-
fairs-New Jersey for Ber-
keley College and pro-
fessor of management.
He also has held aca-
demic appointments at
Fordham University, the
City University of New
York, Rutgers Univer-
sity, Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Wagner Col-
lege, St. John’s Univer-
sity and the Asian Insti-

tute of Management in the Philippines.
Mr. Mazzarese holds an A.B. de-

gree from St. Joseph’s Seminary and
College, a Master of Science degree
from the City University of New
York and a Doctoral degree from
Fordham University in Curriculum
and Teaching.

Mike Mazzarese

Rogers Conducts Research
On Heart Malfunctions

WESTFIELD  – With funds from
the American Heart Association’s
Grant-in-Aid, Melissa Rogers, Ph.D.
of Westfield is conducting heart re-
search at the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey. She is
working with mice to
determine how the
body naturally turns
BMP2 on and off,
and how retinoids
influence that activ-
ity.

She is studying the
interaction between
retinoids (Vitamin A-
related compounds
that are essential nu-
trients that the body
needs) and Bone
Morphogenetic Pro-
tein 2 (BMP2).
“BMP2 helps shape
different parts of the
heart,” Dr. Rogers
said.

Retinoids, meanwhile, regulate
BMP2, turning it on and off so that it
can tell heart cells, as well as cells in
other parts of the developing body, to
divide, change or even die. But too
many retinoids in a pregnant woman’s
system — for example, acne-control

products such as Accutane introduce
retinoids into the system — may dis-
rupt the BMP2 function, leading to a
heart defect. So, Dr. Rogers is work-
ing with mice to determine how the
body naturally turns BMP2 on and

off, and how
retinoids influence
that activity.

“We want to un-
derstand how the
heart develops,” Dr.
Rogers said. “We
want to understand
specifically how
these retinoid signals
foster either normal
development or,
when they’re messed
up, as in an Accutane-
treated person, what
goes wrong. If you
understand how they
function normally, or
if you understand
what happens when

they go wrong, you can design drugs
that don’t have those side effects. We
need to do this because if a valve in
the heart is off by even millimeters,
you could die. There isn’t much mar-
gin for error in the development of a
heart.”

Melissa Rogers

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-33820-08
FILE NO: 36.1906

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
TOMAS CANALES AND MRS.
TOMAS CANALES, HIS WIFE;
FRANCISCA VARGAS AND
MR. VARGAS, HUSBAND OF
FRANCISCA VARGAS

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which COMMONWEALTH
UNITED MORTGAGE A DIVISION OF
NATIONAL CITY BANK OF INDIANA is
plaintiff and TOMAS CANALES AND MRS.
TOMAS CANALES, HIS WIFE;
FRANCISCA VARGAS AND MR.
VARGAS, HUSBAND OF FRANCISCA
VARGAS; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS
ONE THROUGH TEN; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
et als. are defendants, pending in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
Number F-33820-08 within thirty-five (35)
days after September 25, 2008 exclusive
of such date. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any). You shall
file your answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex, 25 Market Street, P.O. Box 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey, 08625, in accordance
with the rules governing the courts.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated  September 2, 2005, made by
TOMAS CANALES, UNMARRIED AND
FRANCISCA VARGAS, UNMARRIED, as
Mortgagor(s) to COMMONWEALTH
UNITED MORTGAGE A DIVISION OF
NATIONAL CITY BANK OF INDIANA, re-
corded on September 19, 2005, in Book
11353 of Mortgages for UNION County,
Page 0098, and subsequently assigned to
the plaintiff; and (2) to recover possession
of, and concerns the premises commonly
known as: 200 LIVINGSTON STREET,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07206.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling 908-354-
4340.

You, TOMAS CANALES, are made a
party defendant to this foreclosure action
because you are the record owner(s) of
the mortgaged premises, because you
executed the Bond/Note and Mortgage
being foreclosed herein and may be liable
for any deficiency thereon, and for any
right, title, claim or interest you may have
in, to or against the said mortgaged pre-
mises.

You, MRS. TOMAS CANALES, HIS
WIFE are the spouse of TOMAS
CANALES, the mortgagor and owner of
the mortgaged premises and as such may
have a dower/curtesy or other interest in
said premises.

You, FRANCISCA VARGAS, are made
a party defendant to this foreclosure ac-
tion because you are the record owner(s)
of the mortgaged premises, because you
executed the Bond/Note and Mortgage
being foreclosed herein and may be liable
for any deficiency thereon, and for any
right, title, claim or interest you may have
in, to or against the said mortgaged pre-
mises.

You, MR. VARGAS, HUSBAND OF
FRANCISCA VARGAS are the spouse of
FRANCISCA VARGAS, the mortgagor
and owner of the mortgaged premises and
as such may have a dower/curtesy or
other interest in said premises.
Dated: SEPTEMBER 16, 2008

Jennifer M. Perez
Temporary Acting Superior Court Clerk

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 9/25/08, The Leader Fee: $90.27

Service Tomorrow to Focus
On Healing and Meditation
AREA – As part of its Friday night

service, Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael
will conduct its annual Healing and
Meditation Service tomorrow, Sep-
tember 26, at 8 p.m. The synagogue is
located at 60 Temple Drive in Spring-
field.

This service is designed for those
seeking a Judaism in which their per-
sonal spiritual connection leads to a
life filled with more joy and compas-
sion, or those in need of, or thankful
for, healing in either the physical or
spiritual realms.

Participants are invited to look for
God together, review their lives, con-
sider possibilities for change and seek
blessings for health and healing.

The service will include special
musical vocal presentations by Abby
Nadel and Rachel Millman, with ac-
companiment led by Cantor Richard

Nadel and Choir Director William
Weber. In addition, each participant
will have an opportunity to share a
direct blessing of healing with Rabbi
Mark Mallach.

An Oneg Shabbat – Shabbat Repast
of Joy will follow. For more informa-
tion, contact the temple office at (973)
376-0539, extension no. 11, or at
office@templebethahmyisrael.com.

Center For Hope Sets
Lectures on Grieving
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center

For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will offer a four-week lecture series
called “Journey Through Grief” on
Wednesdays, October 1 to 22, from
7 to 9 p.m.

This non-denominational program
is designed to assist those who have
experienced the death of a loved one
and will feature special speakers. It
will be held at the Center For Hope’s
Peggy Coloney’s House, located at
1900 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

Participation is free and pre-regis-
tration is not required. The series is
open to the public. Guests are invited
to bring family members and friends.
Refreshments and fellowship will
follow each week’s lecture. For more
information or directions, call Acadia
House, the center’s bereavement cen-
ter, at (908) 654-3711.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Westfield Charity Game Helps
Benefit Saint Barnabas Patients

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In the end, not
even an ironically named tropical
storm could stop Daniel Berke’s
Third Annual Charity Baseball
game.

What started as a Mitzvah (trans-
lated to: “good deed” in English)
project two years ago has now blos-
somed into a regular September tra-
dition, with a new deserving ben-
eficiary named each year.

Gathered in Westfield’s Tamaques
Park under ominous skies from
Tropical Storm Hanna earlier this
month, kids rallied together to put
on a competitive, sportsmanlike ef-
fort as parents, grandparents and
onlookers took in the atmosphere
from the stands.

This year, the Hannah Peretsman-
Breene Foundation, named in
memory of an Essex County teen-
ager, will make use of the $2,450
raised.

Hannah was 16 when she passed
away in 2004 due to a pancreatic
tumor. She was treated for a number
of years at St. Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston, and her par-
ents saw that there was nothing to
keep patients occupied on nights
and weekends.

“After she died, we talked about
setting up a program for teens and
volunteers on the weekends and
nights… The first volunteers were
Hannah’s friends and cousins, and
it has gone on since the fall 2004,”
Miriam Peretsman, Hannah’s
mother, said.

The foundation funds supplies
and materials – such as T-shirts and
dye for tie-dyeing or cupcakes for
decorating – that are used to enter-
tain patients in a previously
underutilized playroom.

“It’s meant to provide ways for
kids to have fun and be distracted,”
she said.

Since the foundation began, for
20 hours a week, the playroom is
staffed with volunteers who can now
interact with patients through a va-
riety of activities and provide com-
panionship to those suffering from
pneumonia, neurological disorders
or cancers. Even if patients are con-
fined to their rooms, activities and
opportunities exist for them to have
fun with volunteers.

(There is always a need for more
volunteer assistance. Teenagers of
16 years and up who are interested
should write Mrs. Peretsman at
HPBfoundation@optonline.net).

Daniel, 14, said it was an interac-
tion with Liam Keller, with whom
he plays on a local baseball team,

which led to choosing Hannah’s
foundation as this year’s charity
recipient.

Meg Berke, Daniel’s mother, re-
membered that a simple question
from Liam’s mother, Pam Keller,
started the ball rolling. When asked
what he had planned for the sum-
mer, Daniel told Mrs. Keller of his
anticipated preparation for the char-
ity game. Once Mrs. Keller heard
this, she recommended Hannah’s
foundation; as it turned out, Liam is
Hannah’s second cousin.

In addition to this stroke of hap-
penstance, Mrs. Berke said there was
another small coincidence. The
Peretsman-Breene family lives in
South Orange, where the Berkes had
called home before moving to
Westfield.

Daniel met Hannah’s family after
the game for the first time and said
the couple was “very appreciative,
very grateful of the afternoon and
how much fun we had.”

Daniel, taking in everything, said,
“It’s pretty amazing… It’s my plan
for this to be an annual event and
continue on.”

Though Daniel’s blue squad lost
to the grays, 3-1, Daniel was happy
knowing that it was Jack Breene,
Hannah’s brother, who scored the
winning run of the four-inning af-
fair.

While the game had an air of casu-
alness to it – parents could be ham-
ming it up in the stands one minute
and coaching third base the next –
players did not take it easy.

Bunts were executed, steals and
pickoffs were attempted, and uni-
forms were covered in infield dirt
following slides. Outfields of as
many as five players would swarm to
fly balls, and the kids played for
keeps.

One player even “took one for the
team” and had to be helped off the field
after a pitch glanced off his knee.

With the game now in its third
year, Daniel admitted that it was a
little tougher to get motivated, but
after some helpful parental prod-
ding, he not only delivered a suc-
cessful event, but he garnered more
support from local businesses than
in the past and built a Web site
(charitygame.roxer.com/homepage)
in order to give the game some pol-
ish.

Calling the venture a “tremendous
experience,” Mrs. Berke said it has
taught her son business and social

skills that are difficult to learn other-
wise. From her observations while
walking around the town with Daniel,
she said the Westfield community
truly “rallied around the efforts.”

She highlighted one business in
particular, Stop & Shop, which was
so impressed with a thank-you letter
from Daniel that it placed the note on
the store’s bulletin board and do-
nated even more money to this year’s
game.

“I was so proud of him,” Evan
Berke, Daniel’s father, said. “I’m
also moved by the goodness this
brings about in people.”

Thinking of other ways to help the
older children at St. Barnabas, Mrs.
Berke is arranging for AJ Lewis, a
magician who appeared at Daniel’s
Bar Mitzvah, to “donate a show” to
the center.

The game marked a truly family
affair for the Berkes. Daniel’s grand-
mother attended, and Mrs. Berke’s
sister, who lives in California, do-
nated $285 to cover the cost of T-
shirts that the boys wore as uniforms
and were given out to the crowd.

The past two years, weather has
not cooperated with Daniel’s base-
ball game, and this year was no dif-
ferent. Under a shroud of dark clouds
and steamy heat until mid-afternoon,
the game rapped up before the rain
came.

Fifteen minutes after the field was
cleaned up, pouring rain, held over
from a fading tropical storm, soaked
the area. Rain from Tropical Storm
Hanna – the irony and coincidence
of which were not lost on Mr. Berke.

“I think it’s divine intervention
that on a day where we come to-
gether for Hannah and her founda-
tion, Tropical Storm Hanna holds
out just long enough,” Mr. Berke
said.

While Mrs. Peretsman said she
was “really impressed” by Daniel
and the game, she said witnessing
such benevolence is not uncommon
in her life.

“I see so many teenage volun-
teers, and many kids have this im-
pulse to help, so at this point, I’m not
surprised,” she said.

While Mrs. Peretsman acknowl-
edged that life without Hannah is
difficult, she finds a certain Jewish
axiom to be comforting.

“There’s a saying in the Jewish
faith – ‘may her memory be for a
blessing.’ We hope it will be a bless-
ing for those in the hospital and other
people,” she said.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle
Jewelry Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Saturday, October 4th
11am - 5pm
Please Join Us Co-sponsored by Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders & 

Department of Parks & Community Renewal and Rose Squared Productions, 

GARDEN ST. PKY TO EXIT 138, WEST 2 MILES; RT 22 TO RT 577 SOUTH

1.3 MILES; FOLLOW SIGNS; PARK FREE AT UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

WWW.ROSESQUARED.COM

SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD

Fine Art & Crafts 
at Nomahegan Park

OCTOBER 4-5 

• FREE •
RAIN OR SHINE  

10AM-5PM
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Sedaka Brings Six Decades
Of Music to Arts Center

RAHWAY – Neil Sedaka will cel-
ebrate 50 years of making music,
live at the Union County Performing
Arts Center later this month.

Tickets for the show, to be per-
formed on Friday, September 26, at
8 p.m., range from $57 to $87.

With a career spanning six de-
cades, a rare feat in the entertain-
ment world, Sedaka never ceases to
amaze.

He has written a new collection of
songs for the recent release, The Show
Goes On. Sedaka has been working

on numerous other projects, every-
thing from a CD with demos from
the beginning of his career to an 8-
CD box set.

Several reissues of his recordings
are released every year in America and
abroad. And as in the past, when sing-
ers as diverse as Patsy Cline, Rose-
mary Clooney, the Swedish group
Abba, and Cher recorded Sedaka
songs, contemporary performers such

as Gloria Estefan and Sheryl Crow
continue to record his music.

On April 29 last year, Sedaka won
over a whole new generation of fans
when he appeared as a guest judge
on the Fox Network’s “American
Idol.”

Sedaka has written an autobiogra-
phy entitled “Laughter in the Rain:
My Own Story.” He has performed
on behalf of the American Cancer
Society and the Alzheimer Associa-
tion, among many other charities.

It was in 1958, when Sedaka was

catapulted into stardom after Connie
Francis recorded his “Stupid Cu-
pid.” She then sang the theme song
Sedaka and Howie Greenfield had
written for the 1960 MGM spring
break classic, “Where the Boys Are,”
which would be her biggest hit.

The arts center is located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway and can be
contacted at (732) 499-8226 and at
ucpac.org.

Modern Man Mixes Folk
And Satire in WF Church

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Saturday night,
the First United Methodist Church
was filled not with sermons, but with
jokes about an aging Bob Dylan, road
kill dinners and reluctant martyrs, as
folk-comedy trio The Modern Man
performed as part of the Coffee with
Conscience concert series.

Kicking off its ninth season, the
series has artists perform for a differ-
ent charity each night. This evening’s
profits went to the Eric Johnson
House, an AIDS service center lo-
cated in Morristown.

After a brief introduction by the
coordinator Ahrre Maros, the band
(guitarists David Buskin and Rob
Carlson, keyboardist George
Wurzbach) started with a brief song
titled “Don’t You Hate It When They
Make You Sing-along?,” set to the
tune of Dylan’s “Froggy Went A’
Courtin.”

They of course, asked for audience
participation during the song.

After setting the tone for the evening,
Modern Man continued to lower the
bar with “Bumper Huntin,” a song
about a recent law passed in Tennessee
that allows people to eat any animal
they run over on the road (and yet there
was still room for a joke about coun-
try-rock group The Eagles).

They also performed songs whose
subjects ranged from the teenage angst
caused by a father who looks like
Moe (from the Three Stooges), how
Dylan began changing his song lyrics
to include his growing prescription
needs and their sitcom theme about
Abdul, the reluctant martyr.

As the band continued to play, it

showed a tremendous amount of mu-
sicianship, as members moved from
folk songs to rap and then back to
Beach Boys-style parodies. In be-
tween, and sometimes during songs,
the trio kept the humor going with
witty, off-color banter, keeping the
crowd in stitches.

The best was Mr. Wurzbach, the
keyboardist, who told ridiculous sto-
ries without ever changing the ex-
pression on his face. This included a
tale of how his German immigrant
parents had never told him of his
heritage, so he learned it during pu-
berty, when he “felt a desire to invade
Poland.”

Mr. Buskin and Mr. Carlson kept
pace with their bandmate, as they told
stories of their festival performances,
which served as intros to their songs.

This included the tale of playing a
nudist concert in West Virginia (pre-
ceding the song “Folk Music in the
Nude”), as well as their response to
an invitation to camp in the woods
after a Texas performance (preceding
“Jews Don’t Camp,” which also in-
cluded a bit of “If I Were a Rich Man”
from Fiddler on the Roof).

Modern Man also made room for a
serious song called “Fiddler’s Green,”
an Irish-influenced tune that man-
aged to be both wistful and uplifting
at the same time.

The band ended the night with a
government-inspired song, about how
New Jersey briefly outlawed runny
eggs. The song was perfectly set to
the music of “Born To Run,” ending a
perfectly entertaining evening of folk
humor.

More on Modern Man can be found
online at moderman3.com.

“DON’T YOU HATE IT WHEN THEY MAKE YOU SING ALONG...?” Members
of Modern Man, a group that brings its irreverent and satiric views on the world to
wonderful acoustic melodies, visited the First United Methodist Church in Westfield.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Honesty, integrity, educa-
tion, charity and family.

These were the five principles that
guided Saul Israel Nitzberg throughout
his entire life.

They saw him through his boyhood
in Pruzhany, Poland.

They kept him focused during his
immigration to the United States and
subsequent medical education at Emory
Medical School.

But perhaps the most important
role these five principles played in
Mr. Nitzberg’s life is that they forced
him to choose life when death was all
around him in Auschwitz.

Mr. Nitzberg passed away in 2000,
but his story lives on in his own words in
a book entitled “I Chose Life: A Holo-
caust Survivor’s Search for Peace,” co-
authored by his wife, Mildred Nitzberg,
formerly of Newark, and Marilyn Segal.

Woven throughout this inspiring story
of triumph over unimaginable human
adversity is another compelling narra-
tive – Mr. Nitzberg’s personal quest for
peace and his search to find his brother,
Lova, from whom he had been sepa-
rated for 34 years.

Lova had fallen into the hands of the
Russians when they occupied Poland.

The brothers were eventually reunited
in Russia in 1973.

To tell Mr. Nitzberg’s story with his
own voice, Mrs. Nitzberg drew heavily
from the audio and visual interviews she
conducted with him as part of her work
as chair of the Oral History Committee
of the Holocaust Documentation and
Education Center in Hollywood, Fla.

The center records and documents
the oral history of Holocaust survivors
and educates young people on the be-
haviors that lead to genocide.

“This is not only a book for Jews,”
Mrs. Nitzberg said. “It has implications
in the non–Jewish community as well.”

“As people, we need to learn the
lessons of history. I am one small voice,
but I want people to understand that if
[the Holocaust] happened once, it can
happen again,” Mrs. Nitzberg said.

“It is happening right now,” she con-
tinued.

Mrs. Nitzberg originally began writ-
ing “I Chose Life” for her children and
grandchildren as a testament to their
father and grandfather, but she soon
realized the value of her husband’s
story as a teaching tool.

“The book is not self-serving,” she
said. “People have to hear the lessons of
the past…The family wanted Saul’s
story to be told.”

One of the Nitzberg’s sons, Rick, is
a vascular and general surgeon in
Summit.

For all the heartbreak the book entails,
there are victorious moments as well.

Moments like the celebration of the
Nitzberg’s 50th wedding anniversary,
the weddings of their five children and
the births of their 12 grandchildren.

“Writing the book was very drain-
ing, but it literally saved my life,” said
Mrs. Nitzberg, who holds a doctorate in
Psychology.

“Even though it was very emotional
to write, it carried me through and kept
me close to my husband.”

“I Chose Life” is filled with photos,
letters, certificates and other documents,
all of which authenticate and add to the
historical perspective of Mr. Nitzberg’s
story.

“I Chose Life” can be purchased
online by logging on to
ichoselifebook.com.

Holocaust Memoir Keeps
Memory of Physician Alive

WE’RE TALKING BASEBALL...Westfield’s Daniel Berke, 14, and friends played a charity baseball game earlier this
month to raise money and awareness for an area charity. What started as a Mitzvah Project two years ago has blossomed
into an annual event. As of press time, Daniel has safely surpassed last year’s total, garnering $2,450 for the foundation.

Leader/ Times writer Christina Hinke
Chats with Neil Sedaka ~  See Page 22
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DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

TICKETS: $25 - $70 
Call: (908) 232-9400 
Email: wso@westfieldsymphony.org

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS
270 E. Broad St, Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS
12 North Ave W, Cranford
WORLD OF MUSIC
99 Summit Ave, Summit

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

I TV E R D I ’ S

O P E R A  I N  C O N C E R T

Saturday, September 27th at 8pm, Central Presbyterian Church, Summit, NJ

  N J S O C
                                                                                                Jason Tramm, Music Director

Hard to Break Sedaka’s Stride
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — After contributing 56
years to the music business, the show
still goes on for Neil Sedaka. At age 69,
he is currently touring the world, and
calling from a gig in Canada, Mr. Sedaka
said that at Rahway’s Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) to-
morrow night he will charm audiences
with his old hits like “Breaking Up Is
Hard To Do,” “Calendar Girl” and “Soli-
taire,” as well as classical arrangements
from “Classically Sedaka” and new
tunes. New Jerseyans can hear
unreleased music from the pop star off
the album “Music of My Life,” due out
next year.

“They are very emotional, moving,
touching. They have to do with rela-
tionships and so many different sub-
jects,” Sedaka told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of the impending pop
record recorded with a string quartet. “I
think the fact that I have been around
for over 50 years that I have always
made a conscious effort to change my
style and write something fresh and
new.”

Sedaka’s interest in music began at
an impressionable age, and at the re-
quest of a teacher, his parents enrolled
him at the Julliard School to study
classical piano when he was 8. By 13 he
wrote his first song and at 19, Sedaka
had sold “Stupid Cupid” to Connie
Francis.

“I loved the fact that I had an interna-
tional hit with ‘Stupid Cupid,’ but I also
wanted very much to sing my own
songs because I was making demos all
of those years,” he recalled. “The writer
doesn’t get the recognition as much as

the singer-writer. ‘Love Will Keep Us
Together’ by Captain and Tennille is a
good case in point. Nobody knows I
wrote that song because the radio men-
tions the singer and not the writer. Also,
I started singing because I was from
very poor people, and every kid wants
to be a rock and roll star if they can sing
and write.”

If it weren’t for that ambition, this

self-described “shy” kid – in high
school, he took to the pit to play piano
instead of the stage during school mu-
sicals – may never have graced the
music industry with his some 1,000
songs. Between 1958 and 1963, he sold
40 million records around the world.
“To my parents’ amazement because
everyone expected me to be a concert

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Psychological Blackbird Soars
At Alliance Theatre in UCPAC

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Empty soda cans, wrap-
pers and boxes from fast-food lunches
fill a table and overflow onto the floor
and into the large garbage receptacle in
David Harrower’s play Blackbird, pre-

sented by the Alliance Repertory The-
atre at Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC). The mess serves as
this unique play’s metaphor: when
emotional garbage, like the real stuff,

piles up, it stinks.
After not having seen each other for

15 years, Una (Lilli Marques) drives
six hours to the office of a man who
calls himself Peter. She has traveled to
right a wrong, find closure and perhaps
even exact revenge.

“How did you find me?” Peter que-
ries. Sarcasm drips from each syllable
as Una tells him how she stumbled
upon his business’ “team” photo in a
magazine.

In the garbage-filled break room of
Peter’s office at the workday’s end,
Una’s rage bubbles under the surface
like Old Faithful ready to blow.

“People expect others to pick up
after them,” she fumes as she surveys
the pigsty. Perhaps she’s fuming at the
years of therapy she’s had to undergo to
sort out emotional litter that he has
caused.

There is much dancing around the
actual situation until it is finally clari-
fied after 15 minutes into the 75-minute
play, which is presented without inter-
mission.

At age 12, Una had a crush on a
neighbor, Ray, now using the assumed
name of Peter, who was 15 years her
senior. When her parents discover the
three-month sexual relationship, Ray
was arrested, brought to trial and sen-
tenced for having sex with a minor.

He served three years and seven
months, but she laments, “I did your
sentence for the last 15 years!”

In confronting Ray, Una wants an-
swers as to why he took advantage of
her vulnerability. She calls herself a
victim and tells him that for years, she

tramped through a series of sexual ex-
periences with men just to shock her
parents. He presents himself not as a
pedophile but a man in love.

In two especially moving mono-
logues, both characters are not so much
describing the past but, reliving it in a
mesmerizing retelling of their recollec-
tion of a certain night.

Lilli Marques brings to the role of
Una a depth of sensitivity and sexual-
ity mingled with mania caused by a
life destroyed at a young age.

James Morgan’s Ray is surpris-
ingly sympathetic despite our revul-
sion at his ambiguous actions. Mr.
Morgan’s character’s protestation that
he really loved Una is achingly real-
istic.

Michael Driscoll’s direction of this
tension-filled psychological drama is
spot on. Perfect pacing of rapid-fire
dialogue, especially in the opening
moments of their meeting, sets the
tone of the play. Mr. Driscoll never
allows playwright Harrower’s char-
acters’ emotions to dissolve into a
mere shouting match.

The lyrics from the song “Bye, Bye
Blackbird” may run through the minds
of audience members who have seen
Alliance Repertory Theatre’s well-ex-
ecuted production of Blackbird playing
in Rahway’s UCPAC at the intimate
upstairs stage this weekend.

 “… Where somebody waits for me”
is a hauntingly telling line from the
song that could be significant in both
characters’ lives.

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The winds of change are in the air.
September brings more changes than
any other time of the year. It seems to
me, the real “New Year” happens on
September 1.

Summer breezes turn to fall winds.
The beaches become less crowded as
the highways become more jammed.
Excited and anxious 5-year-olds start
kindergarten while older children ner-
vously anticipate the first day of school.

New grades, new classrooms, new
teachers and new classmates add up to
many firsts for Westfield’s youngsters.
Middle school and high school stu-
dents begin a new journey as well, as
they, too, reach new milestones in their
academic journey.

Young adults leave home, many for
the first time, to begin the challenges of
a university lifestyle. New beginnings
abound everywhere. It is a time filled
with hope, anticipation, fear, trepida-
tion and optimism.

It is undoubtedly the time of year
when things are happening and when
new patterns are emerging.

And when school is back in session,
bake sales kick in right away with back-
to-school night. They help fund the
many school activities that are a huge
part of the whole experience.

Whether for a sports team or a club or
for the PTO, bake sales, which have
been around almost as long as schools
have been in existence, are a very effec-
tive way to raise money and have been
for many years.

There are many confections that sell
well in the hallways of our area schools,
but these three recipes are relatively easy
to make and incredibly good as well.

They are perfect for the bake sale as
they can be sold individually or in small
packets. Baked items are almost al-
ways sold in small quantities and home-
made sweets are preferred. Selling store
bought baked goods pretty much con-
tradicts the meaning of bake sale.

The idea of pepper cookies may seem
somewhat strange, but the hint of pep-
per in these butter cookies adds just a

slight kick of flavor that sort of sur-
prises the taste buds. It takes a few
seconds for the palate to recognize the
pepper, and when it does, it adds a
pleasant little zip to the ordinary butter
cookie.

These traditional brownies melt in
your mouth and are hardly more work
than a boxed mix. They are certainly
well worth the extra minimal effort.

Lastly, these blueberry bars are simple
to make. They are an original recipe I
whipped up with ingredients I had in
the house one afternoon. I was on my
way to a dinner party when I realized it
would be nice to bring a homemade
dessert. The result was these moist and
different blueberry bars. So easy to
prepare and so yummy too!

BLACK PEPPER
COOKIES

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter, softened

1 cup sugar
2 cups all-purpose flour

2 eggs
1 ½ teaspoons black pepper
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Extra sugar for dusting

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In a large
mixing bowl, cream the butter with an electric
mixer. Slowly add the sugar. Gradually add in
the flour and cream well. Add the eggs, black
pepper and vanilla. Mix until smooth. Roll
dough into ½ inch size balls and place on
greased cookie sheets.
Press each ball down lightly with the bottom of
a glass that has been dipped in sugar. Bake for
10 to 12 minutes or until lightly browned along

Black Pepper Cookies

NJWA Announces
Jazz Band Auditions
WESTFIELD – The Jazz Band of

the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) will hold auditions for new
members on three consecutive Satur-
days: September 27, October 4 and
October 11.

Auditions will take place at the NJWA
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, between 2 and 3 p.m.

Directed by Ted Schlosberg, the band
has openings for musicians who play
alto sax, trumpet, trombone, drum set,
piano and electric guitar. Weekly re-
hearsals take place each Saturday, from
September to June, from 4 to 5 p.m. at
the NJWA studios. Yearly tuition for
the program is $180.

The Jazz Band often performs at area
street fairs and for various community
events.

For more information, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit the NJWA studios. Addi-
tional information is available on the
Web at njworkshopforthearts.com.

Ferrick Helps Launch
Concert Series

WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center will launch the third season of
its award-winning concert series,
“Powerful Women of Song,” by pre-
senting Melissa Ferrick, on Saturday,
October 4, at the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter at 18 Sterling Road in Watchung.

Ms. Ferrick, the accomplished
singer-songwriter from New England,
has been writing and touring since
the early 1990’s and has compiled a
string of sonically strong, lyrically
rich studio albums. Often described
as a folk singer, her inspiration flows
from a love of rock ‘n’ roll.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $21. Austin, Tex.-based singer-
songwriter Matt the Electrician will
open the show.

Tickets can be purchased online
for this concert by going to
melissaferrick.eventbrite.com.

Courtesy of Jill Fischer
TAKE THESE BROKEN WINGS AND LEARN TO FLY...Alliance Repertory
Theatre’s Blackbird is a well-acted, tension-filled psychodrama that shows that
when emotional garbage, like the real stuff, piles up, things can get messy.

pianist,” he said.
Now, more than 50 years later, he is

putting his Julliard training to its in-
tended use. “I have gone full circle. I’ve
gone back to classical music — I have
written my first symphonic piece, which
has been playing around the country
with symphony orchestras,” he said.
“The piece is called ‘Joie de Vivre,’
which in French is Joy of Life. It’s a 15-
minute piece in four movements. I wrote
it for a hundred-piece symphony.”

He is also trying his hand at stage.
Last year, a five-person musical, Break-
ing Up Is Hard To Do, began touring the
country. But what could become his
curtain call on the East End is a musical
based on his life, Laughter in the Rain,
produced by the renowned Andrew
Lloyd Webber. “A great English writer,
Philip Norman, and I, we were sitting
together for many years working on the
script,” he revealed. The theatre is un-
known at this time and is something he
said that depends on the availability of
the London theatres. Actors are not cast
yet, but he said with a laugh, for his part,
“a very talented good looking young
man” is needed for the role.

As if a world-wide tour, a new album
and classical song, and stage musicals
are not enough tasks at hand for the
hard-working crooner, he’s putting out
a children’s CD with a coloring book,
“Waking Up Is Hard To Do,” based on
his classic rock and roll chart toppers, at
the encouragement of “Papa Neil’s”
three grandchildren.

An Unforgettable Evening With The
Legendary Neil Sedaka: 50 Years Of
Hits! takes place tomorrow, Friday, Sep-
tember 26, at 8 p.m. at UCPAC. Visit
ucpac.org for more information.

the edges being careful not to over bake. Re-
move and let cool for 5 minutes. Remove
cookies immediately to avoid sticking.

Yield: approximately 35 cookies

BLUEBERRY BARS
INGREDIENTS

½ cup butter
2 cups Lorna Doone cookies,

crushed (2 sleeves)
1 can (14 ounce) sweetened

condensed milk
1 can (12 ounce) blueberry filling

½ cup sugar
1 cup Special K cereal

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Melt the
butter in a 9 by 13 inch Pyrex baking dish.
Remove the melted butter from the oven. Add
all but 2 tablespoons of the crushed cookies
and press down to form a crust. Pour the
condensed milk evenly over the top. In a mix-
ing bowl, combine the blueberry filling, sugar
and Special K. Spread evenly on top. Sprinkle
the remaining cookie crumbs on top. Bake for
30 minutes. Let cool for 5 minutes and cut into
squares.

Yield: 16 bars

LUSCIOUS
BROWNIES

INGREDIENTS
2/3 cup butter
2/3 cup cocoa
2 cups sugar

4 eggs
1 cup flour (sifted)

1 teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 cup walnuts, chopped (optional)

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9 ½
by 11 inch baking dish. Melt the butter in a
sauce pan. Combine the cocoa and sugar in a
large mixing bowl. Add the butter. Mix well.
Add the eggs, one at a time, beating well after
each one. Sift in the flour. Add the baking
powder, salt, vanilla extract and walnuts, if
using.
Bake for 25 to 30 minutes.

Yield: 16 brownies
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Back to School Bake Sales


