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County Taxes Forcing
This Senior to Move

My county taxes have increased
steadily over the years and are currently
at $1,241 a year. As a senior citizen on a
fixed income, this is a lot of money to
me, and I can’t fathom why my taxes are
so high for county government. I’m so
upset by the way the county wastes
money, especially with the Musicfest.
This is something we don’t need and
can’t afford. The county manager,
George Devanney, is trying to please
himself by getting into the rock and roll
business.

When I worked for a corporation, we
were not allowed to have any family
members on the payroll. State Senator
Raymond Lesniak has many relatives
working for state, municipal and county
governments. Mr. Devanney is his
nephew. Who is footing the bill for all of
this nepotism? The taxpayer is. Are these
relatives good at their jobs? Not accord-
ing to my ever-increasing property tax
bills. The all-Democratic freeholder
board members all nod their heads like
puppets on a string. There is never any
discussion about cutting spending. They
are supposed to be supervising the county
manager, not the other way around.

I am so upset that I can’t afford to
remain here. I have no choice but to vote
with my feet. I’ve put my Union County
home up for sale and will have to leave
New Jersey.

Ruth Gargano
Union

UC Needs to Go Back
To Original Pattern

I have worked on Cardinal Drive in
Westfield for 20-plus years. I had a very
short commute as I live in Garwood. It
now takes 20 to 25 minutes to travel just
under four miles. All this because the
county, without even consulting the
Westfield Police Department, chose to
change the traffic pattern turning on to
Springfield Avenue.

I sincerely doubt any one who lives on
[East] Broad Street can even think of
getting out of their driveways between
7:30 and 9 a.m. I can only imagine paying
top tax dollar and not being able to pull
out on my street. That must make some
very unhappy residents. I understand from
other people, who travel Springfield Av-
enue from Cranford, that this has nega-
tively impacted that route as well. I really
think someone from the county, with some
sense, should come out and check the
mess that they have created, and hope-
fully, they will see the benefits of going
back to the original pattern.

Peggy Briggs
 Garwood

Controls Must Be
Placed on Wall Street
The following letter was sent to Sena-

tor Frank Lautenberg and copied to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

*****
The recent events in the financial mar-

kets are the direct result of a dereliction of
duty by the Congress and SEC. Regard-
less of your voting record in 2000, I see
you as fully culpable in this mess.

This is the time we need leadership and
not stupid slogans.

You need to go back in history and
review why certain controls were put in
place, and you need to enact legislation to
put those controls back in place.

You also need to light a fire under the
SEC. Incredulously, they have stated that
they see no need to review their oversight
mechanisms. This is absolutely wrong.

Also, the government’s recent actions
have managed to privatize the profits
from this sector and yet nationalized (so-
cialized) the losses. Outrageous.

I believe it would be perfectly reason-
able for the government to freeze the
personal assets of every profiteering indi-
vidual (those who’s bonus exceeded
$500,000 per annum) involved in this
debacle. Once the assets are frozen, you
could go back, assess each case and con-
fiscate the assets of the criminally stupid
and/or the criminally greedy.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

New Traffic Pattern Places Undue
Burden on Local Commuters

I am writing in response to the article
entitled “Lane Change Causes Backups
At Intersection.” This new traffic pattern
has completely wreaked havoc on my
morning commute in to work. I recently
wrote to Nick Pantena, traffic director of
the county’s division of engineering, ex-
pressing my frustration with this new
traffic pattern. As I informed Mr. Pantena,
since the beginning of my employment in
the area, back in 1992, I have never wit-
nessed such incredibly heavy traffic and
am no longer able to travel down East
Broad Street on my way to work, since I
will inevitably be late arriving to work,
which is located literally two minutes
away from the intersection of East Broad
Street and Springfield Avenue on Cardi-
nal Drive.

As your article correctly states, the
traffic backup is usually past Fairview
Cemetery. In addition, as I pointed out to
Mr. Pantena, the traffic light now seems
to be even faster than before, causing me
to sit at the same intersection for three,
four, five light sequences before finally
being able to make the left-hand turn onto
Springfield Avenue, since there is only
enough time for two or three cars to make
the light.

At this point, several co-workers, and
myself have started a letter-writing cam-
paign to the town and now to you in an
effort to make the county and town aware
of the havoc this new traffic pattern is
wreaking upon everyone’s commute.

As an example of why I am so utterly
frustrated, and as I advised Mr. Pantena,
in order for me to arrive at work on time
on any given day, on my commute from
Rahway, I now have to take East Broad
Street to Chestnut Street, to Mountain
Avenue, turn into Echo Lake Park and
take the park all the way out to Spring-
field Avenue, whereas I used to be able to
just take East Broad Street, make the left
onto Springfield Avenue, and zip right up
to my employment on Cardinal Drive –
literally, two minutes away from the now-
infamous intersection.

In addition, coming in through Cranford
and taking Springfield Avenue up that
way is not a viable option either, since
that is usually worse than the traffic on
East Broad Street. It is inconceivable that
I, along with countless others, now have
to travel all over town, completely out of
our way, to arrive at our jobs on time.

As I indicated to Mr. Pantena, has the
county noticed that the gas prices keep
rising? Am I to expect that his office is
planning on sending out refunds for the
extra gas expense, or are they planning an
All Points Bulletin to our employers re-
questing that they change our work hours
to accommodate the new traffic pattern?

Indeed, I have even attempted leaving
home earlier, which is not easy with a
toddler. Well, it doesn’t really matter how
early I leave home, the traffic backup is
always inevitable. For a couple of weeks
in August, it got a little better, but once
school started and everyone was back
from vacations, it just got worse than
ever.

As I also indicated to Mr. Pantena,
anyone who has either traveled on these
roads or has taken the time to study the
traffic pattern either prior to or subse-
quent to this new situation would be aware
that the number of cars actually making a
right-hand turn onto Springfield Avenue
or indeed crossing over Springfield Av-
enue is immensely minimal in compari-
son to the number of cars making a left
turn onto Springfield Avenue. Why, then,
anyone would so greatly inconvenience
the majority is a mystery to me.

All that has been accomplished is to
create a major inconvenience for the tax-
payers who had no choice but to fund a
project that has done nothing to improve
the traffic in Westfield. All it has done is
cause more stress, more traffic, more pol-
lution, more road rage…but, I guess the
county figured we needed more of that in
America. Well, as I told Mr. Pantena, on
behalf of all of us affected by this “new
and improved” traffic pattern, thanks so

much for making our commutes so much
better.

In addition, as I’m sure I am not the
only genius who figured out the Moun-
tain Avenue solution, that road is also
becoming heavily congested, and I am
slowly but surely getting to work later and
later via that route as well.

This entire situation places an undue
and unnecessary burden on people who
are just trying to earn a living, trying to get
to work on time, etc. Obviously, we need
to revert back to the old traffic pattern. As
the saying goes, “if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it.” As I asked Mr. Pantena, was there
such a surplus in county funds that the
only way to spend it was to come up with
a terrible new traffic pattern? I would
hope our county can do so much better
than that.

As one frustrated co-worker told me
regarding your article about the one resi-
dent in Westfield who caused all of this to
come about because someone drove up
onto her lawn, “anybody who manages to
run through a residential fence while driv-
ing their car has problems that go way
beyond the inability to handle two lanes
turning left.” What do I say? Well, that
resident should consider either moving to
a town with safer front lawns or invest in
a sturdier fence.

Thank you for your time. I hope that a
letter-writing campaign will finally air
everyone’s frustrations and will ultimately
cause the county to revert to the old “tried
and true” traffic pattern.

Monica Pinto
Rahway

BOE Says Diploma Mill Cartoon Was
‘Derogatory’ to School Administrators

In the September 18 issue of The
Westfield Leader, a derogatory cartoon
was placed below the editorial.

The cartoon depicted a “diploma mill
university” for school administrators. This
cartoon may have been more appropriate
in a newspaper in another county where
there have been revelations of diploma
‘fraud.’

This is not the case in Westfield, how-
ever, where it should come as no surprise
that all of our administrators meet rigor-
ous standards of certification and have
received their degrees from accredited
universities.

On the same editorial page, in her letter
to the editor, Ms. Moore questioned the
term “bonus” that The Leader previously
used in a chart of school superintendents’
salaries in Union County.

She was perfectly correct in question-
ing the use of this term. Westfield does
not offer bonuses to our superintendents.
I want to emphasize that Westfield Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Dolan’s contract
does not include any bonus or annuity
payments.

Dr. Dolan is reimbursed for expenses,
if incurred, for approved professional fees
and conferences – many of which she is
required to attend – and she drives her
own car for business purposes and when
visiting Westfield’s 10 school buildings.

We are particularly proud of our school
administrators in Westfield who bring
high-caliber credentials and outstanding
professional expertise to their positions.

I am extremely pleased that Dr. Dolan
has begun her second year as superinten-
dent in Westfield. She is in her 30th year as
an educator, and the Westfield Board of
Education looks forward to her leadership
of our schools for many years to come.

Ginny Leiz, President
Westfield Board of Education

‘We Are All to Blame’
For Econ. Downturn
The Congress wrote the rules, and Wall

Street played by them. Played right up to
the edge to be sure but played by them.
Congress created Fanny and Freddie, who
didn’t play by any rules except those of a
greedy beast – political piggybanks.

Some banks went over the line to be
sure, like Countrywide, and made lots of
money, some of which they could con-
tribute to their favorite congress persons,
(Let the good times roll).

In truth, we are all to blame, as we
succumbed to the temptation of “Lever-
age.” (Buying a candy bar with a Visa
card? Buying a house with nothing down?
Buying a second and third house, hoping
to “flip” them in a year or less?).

It’s easy to polish up a finger, all the
better to point with, but we have to shoul-
der some of the blame. And, why not, are
we not going to shoulder all of the cost?

Lazarus Long advised us to always to
vote; if we didn’t like the choices, vote
against. You can hardly ever go wrong
with an “against” vote.

Michael Ferrante
Weehawken

WF Library ‘Going
Green’ is Great News
I was very happy to see the headline in

the September 18 issue of The Westfield
Leader stating that the Westfield library
will “Go Green” by installing solar panels
on the roof of the building. This is great
news. It got even better when I read that
by using a power purchase agreement
(PPA), Westfield can get the panels in-
stalled with no upfront cost. This is excel-
lent. Even better, our town leaders are
already thinking that we should have so-
lar panels on most of the school building
roofs and at least one of the town’s ad-
ministration buildings and perhaps some-
where in the town pool complex.

Finally, we are starting to do our part to
make Westfield more green. Congratula-
tions to all who are making this happen
and let’s move quickly to add more solar
panels. This is one step that we can do to
help the environment and to enhance our
town’s image at the same time.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

The Two Candidates for SP Mayor
Should Address Future Taxes

In March of this year, during the Scotch
Plains Township Council’s budget delib-
erations, I sent a letter to the editor of The
Scotch Plains Times (goleader.com/
08apr03). After it was published, many
people called to tell me that they thought
it was funny. Others told me that I was
overly pessimistic. Looking back at the
letter, it appears that, unfortunately, it is
less funny and more realistic today than it
seemed in March.

Recently, our outgoing mayor has given
budget advice to the two candidates run-
ning to replace him. He pointed out that
Michael Capabianco [township manager]
had said that certain expenses in the 2009
budget will be higher than they were last
year. He then said, with a grin, people
ought to be careful about what they tell
the voters about taxes. I suppose he was
suggesting that his [Mr. Marks’] tax poli-
cies should be continued.

Of course, it is always true that people
should be careful about what they say. I
think the mayor, however, is the last one

to remind people of this because he does
not always follow his own advice. More
importantly, the increase that Mr.
Capabianco reported is in line with ex-
pectations. I am certain that both of the
current candidates for Mayor of Scotch
Plains have been well aware of these
coming increases for at least the past six
months.

The fact that the current mayor appears
to have just learned of this information
this week shows that he has not followed
the past year’s budget proceedings as
carefully as he should have. It could also
explain how he managed to raise our
municipal property tax rate by about 40
percent during his tenure. It would be best
for him to let go and allow each of the two
persons running to succeed him to set
their own positions on future taxes and let
the voters decide which of the candidates
makes more sense.

Dick Samuel, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Are Newspapers Going the
Way of Slide Rules?

Progress, while mostly a good thing, results in
change and causes some casualties. The advent of
personal computers left the typewriter
business in the dust. Television has  wiped
out many movie theaters and washed
away the dominance of radio. Does any-
one use slide rules anymore now that
calculators are easily available?

The Internet, while useful, has caused
upheavals in a variety of industries from
retailing to travel to marketing and, closer
to our interests, the newspaper business.

Sadly, one of our local newspapers, a
competitor, is shutting down this week.
The Record-Press, which has covered
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
alongside us for 18 years. We salute all
their dedicated journalists and other
employees for their hard work and pro-
fessionalism – and wish them luck find-
ing new positions.

While every business would like to
have the entire marketplace all to itself,
the real truth is that competition forces
one to be better. Our friends at The
Record-Press, through their venerable
writing and reporting, forced us to im-
prove.

With the upheaval at The Star-Ledger,
The Bergen Record and other newspapers around the
state and the country, we are frequently asked, “How

are you doing?”
Fortunately, we have a positive answer. We’re

lucky, and you give us great support.
Thank you. This month, The Westfield
Leader enters its 119th year in business
– stronger than ever, we believe.

All business is fragile in this changing
and unsettled financial world; just ask
Bell Labs and AIG. So, the many changes
confront businesses of all categories –
there is no “free lunch” – and “the only
thing that is certain is change.”

Computers and the Internet have
brought forth many wonderful tools to
utilize – so powerful in fact; it’s do or die.
Not something to fear, however – some-
thing to embrace.

People all over the world now read and
contribute to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times be-
cause of the Internet and the marvels of
computers. However, tools don’t make
news organizations – people, writers and
reporters do. Journalists may be con-
cerned that technology, computers and
the Internet have eradicated their profes-
sion. We hope not and think not. Things
are just the same but in different forms.

Still, to be as strong as possible in case
the electricity goes off, we keep our pencils, paper
and slide rules.

Republicans Have Abandoned Elizabeth, Linden
And Plainfield in Union County Elections; So They Lose

After reading the September 18 letter
titled “Districting County Government
Would Mostly Help Democrats,” I had to
provide a response. As a Democrat, I am
highly suspect of any advice by a Repub-
lican operative such as Mrs. Renna. Let’s
look at this advice point-by-point.

The so-called proposal to create county
government districts is certainly a Re-
publican initiative. A couple of towns
controlled by the Republican Party have
passed resolutions supporting the idea.
Mrs. Renna also states that there is a
“Democrat freeholder challenge” in the
primary every year. Mrs. Renna, isn’t that
what primaries are for? Why are there no
primary challenges to the Republican
machine? Why do you run the same can-
didates year after year? Are there no “dis-
senters or reformers” in your party?

I would think that someone in the Union
County Republican Party would be upset
that they haven’t won a countywide elec-
tion since 1994.

Mrs. Renna seems to think that creat-
ing districts would negate a 2-to-1 regis-
tration advantage that Democrats have
over Republicans. However, according
to her numbers, about half of all voters are
unaffiliated. Who are they voting for?
The election results provide the answer.

Let’s call this proposal what it is — a
desperate attempt by the Republicans to
legislate what they have failed to do at the
ballot box — namely win an election.
Does anyone think the Republicans would
be talking about this if the freeholder
board was all Republican? I don’t hear
Somerset or Morris County Republicans
promoting this idea and you won’t hear it

Leonard Lances Linda Stender in Recent Debate
As someone who attended the debate

between the candidates for the NJ 7th
District US Congressional seat, Leonard
Lance (R) and Linda Stender (D), at the
Scotch Plains Jewish Community Center
on September 15, I found that Leonard
Lance came across in a positive manner
and exhibited his depth of knowledge and
understanding of the geo-political, eco-
nomic and energy matters facing our na-
tion.

From the start, he emphasized his abil-
ity and track record to solve problems on
a bi-partisan basis. He also mentioned his
stellar environmental record while refer-
encing favorable comments said about
him by a top NJ Sierra Club official. His
closing remarks referenced another NJ
state senator’s remarks; “Leonard Lance
is not about advancing his personal ca-
reer. He is about doing what is right and
just.”

Leonard Lance has a history of working
for fiscal reform in our state, and the “Lance
Amendment” (requiring state bonding only
with voter approval) will appear on ballots
this November. Mrs. Stender, on the other
hand, spent a good part of the night unsuc-
cessfully and hatefully attempting to tie
him to President Bush. I found that she was
empty when it came to specifically ex-
plaining how she would be a problem
solver in Washington.

Instead, she was clearly only able to
speak using clichés and talking points
obviously spelled out for her on her note
cards. They included such things which
(if enacted) would raise taxes and in-
crease federal spending; taking away our
basic freedom to work hard to earn a
living without giving more and more of
our earnings to the government to redis-
tribute.

I am concerned that if the voters send

anytime soon. Eighteen of 21 counties
elect freeholders at large. Not one is con-
sidering changing how it’s done.

The real reason that Democrats are
successful countywide is that we are com-
petitive at all levels in nearly all towns in
the county. The Republican Party has
abandoned towns like Linden, Elizabeth
and Plainfield. Why would anyone who
lives there vote for them?

One final note. Mrs. Renna has no
problem with one-party control, just as
long as it’s her party. Are the Cranford
Republicans in favor of creating districts
or wards? Last time I looked, it was 5 – 0.
You can let me know at the next free-
holder meeting.

Dan Sullivan
Union County Freeholder

Mrs. Stender to Washington, she will
simply be a puppet who will vote as told
to by Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other
radical-left Democrats such as Rangel,
Hoyer and Clyburn. With our financial
markets in a tailspin, our current credit
crisis and with massive federal deficits,
Mrs. Stender would not provide any new
leadership, new ideas or fiscal restraint
that we need in Washington.

Linda Stender has a record of spending
and raising taxes during her time in Tren-
ton, and she, no doubt, would do the same
in Washington. She will not be receiving
my vote.

Leonard Lance has earned my respect
and my vote to be our representative in
Washington, D.C. as the NJ 7th District
congressman.

Julie Diddell
Westfield
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ctenidium – Respiratory organ of a

mollusk
2. Adminicle – Help; support
3. Conculcate – To trample under foot
4. Banian – A Hindu trader or merchant

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ANATREPTIC
1. Refuting; defeating
2. Having the shape of a funnel
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Unable to secrete saliva

BEZAN
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

CHIRAGRA
1. Gout in the hand
2. A handkerchief
3. A fish net
4. Strong beer or ale

STRIGINE
1. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Pertaining to an owl
4. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles

More Letters on Pages 5 & 18


