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system and county accounting for
the remaining 80 percent. Ms.
Wheeler said only 20 percent of the
municipal budget is discretionary,
with the remainder of the budget
mandates from the state, pensions
fund, municipal library and munici-
pal court.

“So we are looking at a very small
portion of the total budget, which we
can control. And that’s what we have
been doing is controlling that portion
which we can,” she said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough’s
pension obligations increased
$126,000 to $464,000 this year, a 25
percent increase over 2007. “And it’s
going to continue to escalate at that
rate,” she said.

Mr. Huegel said he thinks the bor-
ough council has done a good job in
keeping spending in check.

“Spending has pretty much re-
mained flat over the last two or three
years for the municipal budgets in
Fanwood (excluding mandated
costs),” he said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough has
cancelled all but state-funded capital
projects this year. “There are realities
of financing,” she said. “If you don’t
have the dollars to complete the
project, don’t start the project.”

Mr. Huegel said the recent prob-
lems in the financial markets may
cause “a tightening of credit” and
hamper the financing of Fanwood
capital projects.

“Fanwood especially is going to
feel the effects of it (economic slow-
down) going into next year,” Mr.
Huegel said. “We need to really
strongly consider sharing services and
looking at those potential savings by
eliminating duplicative or services
that we share with the county and
Scotch Plains.”

Ms. Wheeler said the borough al-
ready shares a tax collector with
Scotch Plains, is a member of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment and shares public works equip-
ment with Scotch Plains. Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will share a new
equipment storage building on Terrill
Road. She said the borough would
pursue all shared services possibili-
ties. She said the borough also saves
money by employing a consultant
engineer rather than a full-time em-
ployee, thus saving money on health
benefits and pension costs.

The candidates said municipal court
is another possible area to share with
another town. Mr. Huegel said
Peapack and Gladstone have a com-
bined court. Ms. Wheeler said legis-
lation in Trenton would reimburse
towns like Fanwood for additional
security initiatives implemented in
its municipal court.

For the complete interview, see
goleader.com/videos.

Ashbrook to Present
Vendor Fair Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center  will host a Vendor Fair
this Saturday, September 27, from
noon to 4 p.m. The public is invited.

Thirty-five vendors, along with
food and three live bands, will be
featured. Proceeds from the event will
go directly toward improving the lives
of the nursing home residents.

For more information, call (908)
380-7824. TheAshbrook Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center is located
at 1610 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Romankow said that although
Elizabeth Police Department will not
participate directly in the task force,
he does not foresee any problems
with cooperation between his depart-
ment and officers in Elizabeth.

“The [Elizabeth] officers are fine,
they work well with our people,” Mr.
Romankow said. “But the mayor is
the one who makes the final decision
about whether or not they’re to be
part of the task force. And it’s wrong.”

When contacted by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Bill Reyes,
public information officer for Eliza-
beth, said Mr. Romankow’s statement
that the administration is ignoring
gang activity was incorrect, citing the
city’s participation in gang preven-
tion and anti-violence youth pro-
grams.

“For him to say it’s being ignored is
not correct,” Mr. Reyes said. “If he
knew a little bit about Elizabeth and
our efforts, he would not say it’s be-
ing ignored.”

In a prepared statement, Mayor
Bollwage placed a share of the blame
for the rate of unsolved murders on
the prosecutor’s office.

“All local police departments take
direction from the prosecutor’s in-
vestigation team,” wrote Mr.
Bollwage. “Therefore, the
prosecutor’s office should look in the
mirror before accusing other agen-
cies of high unsolved homicide rates.”

Mr. Reyes said the city’s police
department is more familiar with
Elizabeth’s neighborhoods and resi-
dents than police from other jurisdic-
tions. Nevertheless, Mayor Bollwage
and Mr. Reyes said the city’s officers
would cooperate with members of
the task force.

“Obviously, we want it to work
because it’s about solving homicides,”
Mr. Reyes said.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau called the task force “a great
idea,” saying that many municipal
police departments do not have expe-
rience dealing with homicides.

“Fortunately, we’ve had very few
homicides, and as a result our officers
aren’t really trained in them,” Chief
Parizeau said. “To have the Union
County prosecutor’s expertise and
their officers would be an asset to us.”

Chief Parizeau said he would like
to assign an officer to the task force
but would focus on addressing other
needs at the present time. Chief
Parizeau said that Westfield currently
has the fewest officers per capita of
any town in Union County, with 1.94
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Union County Task Force
Targets Rise in Murders

officers per 1,000 residents.
“Right now, I don’t have the man-

power to send somebody,” Chief
Parizeau said. “I’m still looking to
put someone in the high school as a
resource officer.”

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant
Brian Donnelly said that Chief Brian
Mahoney and the department “are
fully supporting the prosecutor’s en-
deavor.”

 “Homicide is the most egregious
crime we have, and the feeling is
none should go unsolved,” Lieuten-
ant Donnelly said.

Lieutenant Donnelly said that Of-
ficer Jason Everitt, a patrolman who
has been with the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department for six years, was
assigned to the task force.

 “We fully support it,” Lieutenant
Donnelly said. “It doesn’t only ben-
efit all the citizens of Union County,
Scotch Plains citizens will benefit.
Officer Everitt will come back here a
better trained officer.”

Lieutenant Donnelly also said that
the department is “proactive” and
works closely with the school system
to monitor any potential gang activity.

“Scotch Plains is a very nice town,
but are there gang members? Yes,”
Lieutenant Donnelly said. “You can’t
have a blind eye, they’re in every town
in America. Is it a major problem that
citizens have to worry about? No.”

Officers will commit to the task
force for one year. Mr. Romankow
said the county would handle all over-
time payments for the officers as-
signed to the task force and will pro-
vide vehicles and equipment. Offic-
ers will also receive an additional
week of specialized training geared
toward homicide investigations.

“The chiefs, by sending their people
here, are going to have a detective
when he or she goes back that’s well
trained,” Mr. Romankow said. “And
they understand that, so it benefits
everyone by doing this.”

Mr. Romankow said that the task
force will be staffed 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, and that officers
have already begun investigating
some of the county’s unresolved ho-
micides and “cold cases.” Mr.
Romankow said he hopes the new
task force will be able to cut the
county’s unsolved rate significantly.

“I’d like to get that unsolved rate
down at least somewhere around 10
percent,” said Mr. Romankow. “I don’t
see any reason from this point for-
ward why we can’t hit this and reach
that figure.”

and will be addressed.”
Board President Trip Whitehouse

acknowledged that such a report of-
ten focuses on what needs to be im-
proved, and said the full-length re-
port has numerous compliments and
successes that are not often shared.
He specifically pointed out that in the
full accreditation report, the district’s
“attention to safety” was one of its
“strongest areas.”

Also during the meeting, board
member Donald Parisi said that the
board’s finance committee has dis-
cussed energy and fuel costs, and
what type of “short-term investments”
would “save money in the long term.”
Board member Nancy Bauer sug-
gested the district ask students for
suggestions on different ways to make
the schools more “green,” calling it a
“wonderful way to involve our stu-
dents and teachers.”

“Educational facilities should be a
leader, not a follower,” Mr. Parisi said
in agreement.
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Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOCUSED ON HOMICIDES…Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow, along
with police chiefs from throughout Union County, announces the formation of a
homicide task force, which will investigate any suspicious deaths and unresolved
homicides in the county.

Businessman Charged With
Sex Crimes Against Minors
FANWOOD — A Fanwood busi-

ness owner was arrested over the
weekend and charged with multiple
counts of sex crimes against minors
following a six-month investigation,
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has announced.

Lee Marks, 55, of Fanwood was
charged on September 19 with sec-
ond degree sexual assault, third de-
gree aggravated criminal sexual con-
tact, third degree endangering the
welfare of a child and multiple acts of
lewdness, a disorderly persons of-
fense.

In all, seven counts were signed

against Marks, said Mr. Romankow.
The charges concern four victims
under the age of 16.

Union County Superior Court
Judge Douglas Fasciale set the
defendant’s bail at $150,000, authori-
ties said.

An Internet search shows Marks is
president and owner of Laser Design,
Inc., a home-based business he started
out of his garage in 1988.

Anyone having information related
to this investigation is urged to call
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard
Trigo at (908) 322-5000, extension
no. 117.

Asm. Cryan Speaks
To Fanwood Dems

FANWOOD – Assemblyman Joe
Cryan of Union, chairman of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, spoke to party
faithfuls who gathered at the Sun Tav-
ern in Fanwood on September 15 to
support the re-election of Council Presi-
dent Joan Wheeler and the election of
Russ Huegel to the Fanwood Borough
Council on Election Day, November 4.

Other speakers at the fundraiser in-
cluded Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and representatives from the Linda
Stender for Congress and Barack
Obama for President campaigns. For
more information, see
fanwooddems.com or call (908) 789-
7577.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAN’S BEST FRIEND...Beautiful dogs were on display during Fanny Wood Day
on Sunday, courtesy of the Siberian Husky Rescue organization.

Freeholder Candidates
Forum on Tap Oct. 15
CRANFORD – Union County Free-

holder Candidates Night will be held
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 15,
in the Cranford Municipal Building,
located at 8 Springfield Avenue. The
public is invited and may submit writ-
ten questions of the candidates. Three
seats on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders are open this year,
all for three-year terms.

The candidates are Democrats An-
gel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proc-
tor of Rahway and Nancy Ward of
Linden, and Republicans Michael
Yakubov of Roselle Park, John
Russitano of Westfield and Joseph
Franchino of Berkeley Heights. The
program, sponsored by the League of
Women Voters, will be taped and is
expected to be shown on public ac-
cess television channels at a later
date. For more information, call (908)
925-9784 or (908) 687-4285 or see
lwvnj.org.

Westfield
Monday, September 15, Gary D.

Lewis, 27, of Newark was arrested at
the Newark Police Department on a
Westfield traffic warrant. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and committed
on default of $99 bail.

Wednesday, September 17, Brian
Green, 35, of Plainfield was arrested
at Westfield Municipal Court on out-
standing no-bail criminal warrants
from Westfield and the Warren County
Sheriff’s Office. He was transported
to the Union County jail.

Thursday, September 18, Nelson
Lemes, 24, of Linden was arrested on
the 300 block of North Avenue, East,
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Union, Elizabeth and Cranford, with
bail amounts of $500, $580 and $190,
respectively. Lemes posted bail and
was released, with a court date to be
set.

Thursday, September 18, Aida
Gonzalez, 22, of Rahway was ar-
rested on the 700 block of Central
Avenue on an outstanding Edison traf-
fic warrant. She was released after
posting $165 bail.

Thursday, September 18, Kieyanah
Bortey, 24, of Newark was arrested
on the 500 block of North Avenue,
East, on an outstanding Garwood traf-
fic warrant for $89. Bortey was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Friday, September 19, Andrew Sojka,
28, of Winfield was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $200 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 16, a realtor

inspecting a house in foreclosure on
Locust Avenue reported that some-
one broke into the home by damaging
a side door. According to police, the
previous owner left the majority of
their belongings at the residence and
someone was or could have been stay-
ing there in the past.

Wednesday, September 17, a resi-
dent of Short Drive reported that some-
one scratched his vehicle with a key
while it was parked in the street in front
of his house. According to police, the
victim allegedly witnessed a “scruffy
looking” white male in his late teens
walk past the vehicle and make a mo-
tion with his hand that appeared to
cause damage to the vehicle.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, September 17, Will-

iam Bennett, 46, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, September 18, a resi-
dent of Terrill Road reported that
someone damaged her mailbox val-
ued at $70.

Thursday, September 18, a custo-
dian at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools reported that he

observed an individual littering. Ac-
cording to police, when the custodian
asked the individual to pick up his
trash, the suspect yelled profanities at
him and followed him around the
campus.

Friday, September 19, Terrell Wil-
liams, 23, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop for a viola-
tion. He was processed and released.

Friday, September 19, Eugene
Freyman, 31, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) following a motor vehicle stop
for a violation. According to police,
he was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Friday, September 19, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone en-
tered his vehicle and removed a can-
vas bag valued at approximately $100.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 16, Li A.

Martinez, 38, of Cranford was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Ashworth Court. She was processed
and released.

Tuesday, September 16, Jaimee E.
McCoy, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding Watchung warrant. Ac-
cording to police, he was also charged
with possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) and drug
paraphernalia after a subsequent
search. McCoy was processed and
turned over to the Watchung Police
Department, authorities reported.

Saturday, September 20, Leroy U.
Henry, 49, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of Midway Avenue. He was
processed and released.

BOE Details Installation
Of Trailers at Terrill School

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board on Mon-
day heard a brief presentation on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s temporary installation of
four modular classroom trailers at
Terrill Middle School. No formal ac-
tion was required by the board.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi said the trailers are
needed due to increased enrollment
at both Terrill and Park middle
schools. He said the board will con-
tinue to monitor enrollment levels
and, if necessary, the trailers may
have to be made permanent several
years from now.

“The [enrollment] bulge that was
in the elementary schools is now
moving into the middle schools,” Mr.
Del Sordi said. He said when the
bulge moves into the high school early
in the next decade, it might be pos-
sible to avoid temporary classroom
trailers because of some unutilized
space in the building that could be
reconfigured into additional class-
rooms.

He also gave a brief overview of
general enrollment trends in the dis-

trict, saying that since the beginning
of this decade, overall enrollment in
the district has jumped by more than
800 students, to about 5,400 at present,
with projections that this number will
grow to about 5,800 to 5,900.

Mr. Del Sordi said elementary
school enrollment has “stabilized,”
with some 400 students moving into
middle schools. All but two elemen-
tary schools are “full,” he stated.

Park Middle School presently has
about 815 students, while Terrill has
about 830 students while Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School has
about 1,450 students, about 150 short
of the level where space might be-
come a problem.

In other business, the board was
informed that D. Villane Construction
is appealing the board’s failure to ap-
prove its application to build a two-
story office building on South Avenue.

 In June, the board deadlocked on a
3-3 vote on whether to approve the
construction of a 1,580-square-foot
building at the corner of South Av-
enue and New Jersey Avenue to house
Villane’s offices and a meeting room
for clients.

The board’s next meeting will be
on Monday, October 27.

Mr. Atkins wished Councilman
Glover “the best of luck in all you do”
and told Councilman Strauss that
he“can’t begin to describe the respect
I have for you as a member of the
council.” He said Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, who was absent from
Tuesday’s meeting, “loves and cares
for Scotch Plains.”

Mr. Atkins said it would be “hardest
to say goodbye” to Mayor Marks and
Mrs. Coronato. He said Mrs. Coronato
put forth “100 percent effort all the
time” and urged the township to “tap
her knowledge and experience” after
she leaves the council in January.

Mr. Atkins joked that Mr. Marks’
biggest mistake in his nine years as
mayor was that “he has made being
mayor look too easy.”

He lauded the mayor for having
“so much talent and ability” and, like
with Mrs. Coronato, he urged the
township to “tap the mayor’s knowl-
edge and experience” after his tenure
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Final Farewell to Atkins
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Wheeler, Huegel Discuss
FW Taxes, Shared Services

on the council ends in January.
At the close of his remarks, Mr.

Atkins received a standing ovation
from the audience and the council.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance that will dedicate
traffic lanes at two Martine Avenue
intersections to drivers making right
turns. The northbound intersection
with West Broad Street will have its
right lane dedicated to right turns only,
while the southbound intersection with
Cooper Road will have its right lane
dedicated to right turns only.

A resolution was approved releas-
ing $13,500 in funds to the I.T. Verdon
Co. for the purchase of a clock to be
placed in front of the municipal build-
ing in honor and memory of Korean
War veterans. The clock is expected to
be dedicated on Veterans Day, No-
vember 11. The mayor also issued a
proclamation declaring September to
be Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month.

Lance Opposes Hikes
In Pike, Parkway Tolls
AREA — In response to reports

that Governor Jon Corzine will in-
crease tolls by 110 percent on the
Garden State Parkway and the New
Jersey Turnpike, Seventh Congres-
sional District Republican candidate
Leonard Lance has issued the follow-
ing statement:

“Today we learn that New
Jerseyans will once again be asked
to open their wallets and pay more
taxes via sharp increases in tolls on
the Parkway and the Turnpike.
Enough is enough. The tax-and-
spend fiscal policies of Governor
Corzine and (Seventh Congressional
District Democratic candidate Linda
Stender) have brought upon this state
record state debt and the highest tax
burden in the country.

“I oppose this toll hike plan and
call on my opponent Linda Stender to
do the same. I am the only candidate
running for Congress who will bring
change and fiscal responsibility to
the Garden State.”

Garwood Council Explores
Renewable Energy Options

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council
President and Finance Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio Tuesday night re-
iterated her call of last month in say-
ing that the borough must look for
long-term ways to cut operating costs
and increase revenue.

“It is important that we start now
looking to the future, to 2009 and
2010,” Ms. Villaggio said.

One cost-saving possibility the bor-
ough is exploring is the use of solar
panels on the roof of municipal build-
ings to generate power. Councilmen
Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano, along with officials from
Westfield and Fanwood, recently met
with a consultant from Eco Kinetics,
a renewable energy company.

According to Mr. Sytko’s build-
ings and grounds committee report,
the borough has two main ways it
could use solar panels. If Garwood
were to purchase panels itself, it would
cost approximately $1.5 million. Al-
though the initial cost is high, Mr.
Sytko said the panels should pay for
themselves after five years and begin
turning a profit.

“We’d have to spend more money
up front and see more money in the
long run,” Mr. Sytko said.

Mr. Sytko said there are tax rebates
for purchasing solar panels and, al-
though the state is currently only fund-
ing solar projects already underway,
he hopes funding would be available
if and when Garwood goes through
with a plan. Even without the state tax
incentives, Mr. Sytko said, the bor-
ough would have a lower energy bill
and be entitled to renewable energy
certificates, or “green tags,” which
are traded as commodities.

The other option is for the borough
to enter into a Power Purchase Agree-

ment (PPA). Under this arrangement,
a private company would purchase
the panels and receive the tax benefits
and “green tags.” The company would
then sell energy back to the borough
at a contract rate lower than the power
company.

“Either way, the borough saves
money,” Mr. Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio said she would also
like to see if there are ways to reduce
the costs of powering streetlights in
the borough, saying they are respon-
sible for much of Garwood’s energy
bill. Mr. Sytko said a representative
from Eco Kinetics is willing to meet
with the council to discuss renewable
energy in more detail. Mr. Sytko will
also attend a Union County forum on
renewable energy in October.

Mr. Sytko described the solar panel
plans as in the “conceptual stages,”
but said he would like to see the
borough move forward with them.

“The sooner we can get this done,
the more money we can save,” Mr.
Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio ran Tuesday night’s
meeting as Mayor Dennis McCarthy
was not present.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FALL FESTIVITIES…Visitors to the Fanny Wood Day celebration last Sunday,
held along South and Martine Avenues in Fanwood, enjoyed an array of merchan-
dise and food for sale, as well as entertainment, contests and children’s amuse-
ments. The annual festival highlights the borough’s Victorian heritage and its
present-day community life.


