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Wheeler, Huegel Discuss
Taxes, Shared Services
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough Council
President Joan Wheeler and new-
comer Russell Huegel, the Demo-
cratic candidates for borough coun-
cil, discussed the municipal and capi-
tal budgets, shared services and other
campaign issues during an interview
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Friday.

Ms. Wheeler is completing her third
year on council. She has been a regis-
tered nurse for 50 years with the past
36 years spent in healthcare adminis-
tration. She is currently deputy ad-
ministrator at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights.

If elected to a second term, Ms.
Wheeler said she would like to focus
on bringing affordable senior hous-
ing to Fanwood.

“We are almost 90 percent devel-
oped. So, to find a location where we
might be able to locate affordable
senior housing is going to be the
challenge as will be the challenge of
its financing,” Ms. Wheeler said.

She said she knows of seniors in
the borough that are “very much in
need of assistance in that area.”

Mr. Huegel, an attorney, is a former
municipal prosecutor in Secaucus and
was an attorney for Morgan Stanley
during the previous financial crisis
on Wall Street in 2001.

He was president of his condo-
minium association in Union, a non-
profit with a one-million-dollar bud-
get.

“I’m new to the political practice,
but I think I have a variety of experi-
ence that could help [Fanwood],” Mr.
Huegel said. He has replaced Coun-
cilman Bruce Walsh on the Demo-
cratic ticket after Mr. Walsh opted not
to seek re-election.

In terms of Fanwood’s redevelop-
ment projects, Ms. Wheeler said the
project at 222 South Avenue, corner
of Second and South Avenues, owned
by Michael Marcovecchio, is looking
to place a restaurant on the bottom
floor. The building at 234 South Av-
enue, owned by Jeffrey and Helen
Ling, owner of Enchantments, is 90
percent occupied. A third building,
the previous home of the Internet
Lounge and a barbershop, has been
sold to a Westfield developer and will
be replaced by a new, mixed-use build-
ing.

“So we will be moving forward and
you will see all of South Avenue on
the block redeveloped for families
and retail space,” Ms. Wheeler said.

The candidates were then ques-
tioned on this year’s $8.4-million
budget, $5.3 million of which will be
supported by local property taxes, a
16 percent increase over 2007. The
borough has 64 full-time and 10 part-
time employees.

Noting the tax increase of $738,000,
Ms. Wheeler said that number was
actually reduced from $1,338,000, a
$600,000 reduction. She called that
“remarkable for a town our size.”

Ms. Wheeler and Mr. Huegel were
asked specifically on whether the
borough has over-relied on funding
from the state’s extraordinary aid pro-
gram. Fanwood has received $1.1
million from the program over the
last three years, including $425,000
this year.

“We have looked at what will hap-
pen if we don’t receive that extraordi-
nary aid. And the likelihood is that we
will not,” Ms. Wheeler said.

Both candidates said the borough’s
budget only represents 20 percent
of Fanwood’s taxes, with the school

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE AIR...Fanwood Council Democratic candidates provide a videotaped
interview last Friday at the newspaper office discussing their views for the voters’
consideration in the November 4 election. Pictured, left to right, are: editor Paul
Peyton, councilwoman Joan Wheeler and Russell Huegel. The interview can be
viewed at goleader.com/08election.

KOREAN VETERANS...Don Wussler, right, recently accepted a donation to-
ward the Korean War Veterans Memorial Clock planned for the town hall in
Scotch Plains. A donation of $250 from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary was
presented by Dwight Leeper, left, and Club President Janet Strunk. Rotarian
Dick Dobyns, not pictured, provided a matching gift to support the clock. For
more information, call Blanchard Hiatt at (908) 233-9194.

New County Task Force to Target
Rise in Unsolved Homicides

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Flanked by
local police chiefs, Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow an-
nounced on Thursday the formation
of a special homicide task force to
combat the rate of unsolved murders
in his jurisdiction.

“What I decided to do is to take
control and supervise all homicides
in Union County,” Mr. Romankow
said. “It’s not going to be the respon-
sibility of the towns anymore. It’s
going to be me. It’s going to be my
office, so they can point the finger to
me later on.”

Mr. Romankow said that the task

force was formed as a result of the
recent rise in unsolved homicides in
Union County, and is modeled after a
similar program in Hudson County
that has resulted in a solved rate of 90
percent for homicides in that county.

According to statistics provided by
the prosecutor’s office, there were 14
homicides in the county as of June
15, eight of which remain unsolved.
Overall, 54 of the 160 homicides (34
percent) in the county since 2003 are
presently unsolved. The task force,
made up of police officers from
throughout the county, as well as
members of the prosecutor’s office,
will handle all new and unresolved
homicides in the county.

“These people are gone,” Mr.
Romankow said. “They had no one to
stand up for them. So, we’re going to
give it to them.”

Mr. Romankow blamed the in-
creased murder rate on gang activity,
estimating that 40 percent of the ho-
micides in the county are gang re-
lated, compared with 20 percent state-
wide. Gang activity has also spread to
suburban portions of the county, with
the prosecutor’s office’s statistics
showing three gang members reside
in Westfield, two in Fanwood, two in
Garwood and eight in Scotch Plains.

Part of the impetus for the program
was the success of a gang-targeting
task force in Plainfield, which re-
sulted in the arrests of two major
gangs.

“It was a very enlightening mo-
ment when I saw that finally the sta-
tistics showed that homicides were
down, that the unsolved homicides
were down and that the number of
gang bangers were up, gang bangers
that we could target,” Mr. Romankow
said. “So, I thought ‘well if it works in
Plainfield, why can’t it work in Union
County?’”

Mr. Romankow said that police
chiefs from Linden, Hillside,
Plainfield, Union, Scotch Plains and
the Union County Police have so far
pledged officers to serve on the task
force, while other departments in the
county have offered their support as
well.

Mr. Romankow said that Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage and the city’s
police department had “refused” to
participate in the task force when he
approached them and that he said the
administration was “ignoring” the
city’s “serious problem” with gangs.
More than 84 homicides have oc-
curred in Elizabeth over the last six
years. Sixty-five percent of the un-
solved homicide cases in the county
are from Elizabeth.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Hears Support
For JV  Lacrosse Team

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Principal David Heisey
came before the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
at its agenda meeting last Wednesday
night “to verify that there is a very
strong, and very large, number of [the
district’s] students interested in play-
ing lacrosse.”

Mr. Heisey, along with SPFHS
Assistant Principal for Athletics, Rob
Harmer, recommended that the board
adopt both a male and female la-
crosse team and expressed their hopes
that, if approved by board officials,
the district could put the teams on the
field this school year, spring 2009,
competing at a junior varsity level.

Mr. Harmer said that there are
nearly 260 students in the district
(grades 3 to 8) who are “going to
other towns to play.” He said the only
potential challenges in building this
type of team would be student par-
ticipation and facilities, but expressed
that he did not see either as being an
issue because of SPFHS’ “beautiful
new turf fields” and the fact that en-
rollment numbers of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Lacrosse
Club reflect that, “we can put a team
on the field that would be very com-
petitive.”

A representative from the SP-F
Lacrosse Club was present at the
meeting.

The BOE are scheduled to vote on
this issue during tonight’s, Septem-
ber 24, public meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes reported on the opening of
the 2008-2009 school year. She said
as of Wednesday, September 17, total
enrollment for the district was 5,497
students. SPFHS had an enrollment
of 1,465 students; Terrill Middle
School, 848; Park Middle School,
825; School One, 389; McGinn, 472;
Evergreen, 403; Coles, 520; Brunner,
460. Enrollment for students placed
out of district or bedside totaled 115.

Official state enrollment numbers
will be announced in October.

Superintendent Hayes commended
the work accomplished at the district’s
schools over the summer, including
the completion of the turfing project
at the high school and the repaving of
its parking lot. She also congratu-
lated those who worked on the modu-
lar classrooms at Terrill Middle

School.
District improvement was not all

physical. The superintendent also an-
nounced that this summer 180 teach-
ers enrolled in professional develop-
ment workshops. During the district’s
New Teacher Orientation, she said
the SP-F educational community
welcomed 50 new professionals to its
staff.

Mr. Heisey also attended the meet-
ing to report that the high school’s
Middle States Association (MSA) ac-
creditation has been renewed until
2015, a period of seven years, and it
has met all of the 12 required MSA
standards.

“[Being accredited by] Middle
States is an external validation of the
strength of our district,” Superinten-
dent Hayes said.

A validation team composed a list
of growth objectives for the high
school to complete prior to the next
accreditation process. Mr. Heisey read
the proposed objectives related to
academic achievement, which were
“a 10 percentage point increase in the
percentage of students scoring in the
Advanced Proficient range on the New
Jersey High School Proficiency As-
sessment [HSPA],” he said, “an 8
percentage point decrease in the per-
cent of students scoring partially pro-
ficient on the HSPA,” and “a 20 per-
cent point increase in the percentage
of students scoring equal to or sur-
passing the New Jersey State mean
on the SAT Writing Test.”

Proposed objectives related to stu-
dent engagement in school include “a
20 percent reduction in the percent-
age of students that arrive late to
school,” he said, a “400 percent in-
crease in the percentage of students
participating in the Senior Project
Experience,” and a “20 percent re-
duction in the percent of students
being suspended from school.”

Recommendations for the district
in the area of Student Services in-
cluded a concern regarding the high
school’s 280 student per counselor
ratio. The American School Counse-
lor Association recommends 250 stu-
dents per counselor.

Facility matters to be improved
upon include outdated and under-
equipped science labs and heating
and ventilation in the high school’s
Riegel Wing.

Mr. Heisey said many of the rec-
ommendations “have been addressed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council, Former Officials Praise
Retired Township Manager Atkins

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council, several past mayors and
council members, and others paid
tribute on Tuesday night to Thomas
Atkins, who retired last month after
28 years as township manager.

Mayor Martin Marks said that “one
word comes to mind” when he thought
of Mr. Atkins: “Integrity.” He com-
mended Mr. Atkins for staying “apo-
litical, while remaining keenly aware
of the politics in this town.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss told
Mr. Atkins he had “gained enormous

respect for the job [of township man-
ager] and your involvement in the
town.”  Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said Mr. Atkins “exempli-
fies what Scotch Plains is all about,”
and told him that he was leaving “an
important legacy.” Councilman Kevin
Glover thanked Mr. Atkins for his
“lifetime commitment to our com-
munity.”

Former Mayor William
McClintock, who served on the coun-
cil from 1991-2000, said Mr. Atkins
“always put the town ahead of any-
thing else,” while former Mayor Joan
Papen, who was a council member
from 1982-1998, called Mr. Atkins
“one of the hardest-working people I
know.”

Alice Agran, who was mayor when
the 1980 council hired Mr. Atkins as
township manager, called that deci-
sion “the best thing my council ever
did.”

Another former mayor, Robert
Johnston, said he always appreciated
that Mr. Atkins was straightforward
with him on any matter. “This town-
ship is eternally grateful for your
caring and wanting to make Scotch
Plains the best it can be,” he told Mr.
Atkins.

Former Deputy Mayor Frank Rossi
said Mr. Atkins “always impressed
me with his integrity, honesty, can-
didness and passion for Scotch
Plains.”

Lori Klein, Mayor Martin Marks’
wife, joked that there was “not a
better person I’d want my husband to
spend every Tuesday night with.”
Other township officials lauded Mr.
Atkins’ service, with township attor-
ney Brian Levine noting Mr. Atkins’
“love and concern for the town.”

Mr. Levine also said Mr. Atkins
“didn’t hold a grudge,” recounting
how he, as a private citizen and new
resident, had publicly criticized, in
Mr. Atkins’ presence, a salary in-
crease for Mr. Atkins at a budget
hearing in the late 1990’s.

“Tom never held that against me,”
said Mr. Levine, who went on to serve
as municipal prosecutor, municipal
judge and then township attorney.

In remarks that lasted 40 minutes,
Mr. Atkins said it was “impossible for
me to express my appreciation to the
residents of Scotch Plains, the town I
grew up in.”  He said it was “a special
thing to be manager of the town you
grew up in. Very, very few get that
chance.”

Mr. Atkins thanked and com-
mended a roster full of township em-
ployees, departments and other enti-
ties, many of whom he had hired and
staffed over the years. He said, “We
have the most wonderful fire depart-
ment and our rescue squad is the tops
in the state.” He lauded the recreation
commission, specifically its chair-
man, Ed Zazzali. He called Ed Evans,
the long-time chairman of the senior
housing corporation, “maybe the top
volunteer” in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Atkins thanked department
heads by name, including Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Lori Majeski, who he
called “one of the top 10 CFOs in
New Jersey,” Parks and Recreation
Director Ray Poerio, who he com-
mended for his “energy, enthusiasm,
exuberance and vitality,” and Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis, who he de-
scribed as “steady, consistent and
dependable.”

Mr. Atkins called Police Chief Brian
Mahoney “a fine leader” while de-
scribing Library Director Meg Kolaya
as “energetic, innovative, hard-work-
ing and progressive.” He said Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta was “never
afraid to do what was best for Scotch
Plains.” He praised Madelyn
Rutkowski, his executive assistant,
and Toni Rollis for doing “a master-
ful job” in running the administrative
offices.

Mr. Atkins also praised Mr. Levine,
Township Clerk Barbara Riepe and
Public Works Director Kevin Ward.
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Junior Co-
Captain, Joe D’Annunzio, receives the honor of cutting the ribbon for the
dedication of the high school’s new soccer turf field prior to the soccer game with
Kinnelon on September 12.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARLEY’S ANGELS...Thousands of Rolling Thunder motorcycle riders gathered in Warinanco Park in Roselle Sunday
and drove to the New Jersey Vietnam Memorial in Holmdel showing support for POWs and MIAs. The annual event, called
Ride for Freedom, attracts many spectators and well-wishers enroute and along the Parkway as they receive police escort.


