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Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP A NOTCH…Freshman midfielder Tina Cognetti of Westfield
played for the University of Scranton women’s soccer team against Muhlenberg
College on September 6. Muhlenberg won 3-1.
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RIESENBERG, DEUTSCH, KATZ TO LEAD

Raider Net Girls Prep
To Do Well This Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Developing its current talent, while
building a young team that strives to
be in the top-three in the county and
sectional tournaments is the primary
focus of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School new Head Coach Gary
Wasserman.

With perhaps the lowest turnout in
decades, heavy responsibility will be
cast upon the shoulders of tri-cap-
tains Alyssa Riesenberg, Julia
Deutsch and Emily Katz, and the
experience of Aleksandra Szczuka,
Isabel Lopez and Neha Pannuri.

“I was a little disturbed. This is a
numbers game and they were not there.
Only 11 girls tried out for varsity;
three seniors, four juniors and four
sophomores, so it’s been pretty much
of a challenge. I don’t know what
happened over the past few years as far
as the girls’ program but I’m looking
to improve the program and this is a
building block. One step at a time and
we are going to work hard,” said coach
Wasserman. “However, when you
coach, particularly a young team, it’s a
matter of learning who you’re players
are, developing those players into ac-
tual players and dealing with the skills
that they have. I always believed that
you have to learn how to lose before
you can learn how to win. And when
we lose, I want them walking off the
court with their heads up.”

Last year, the Raider girls tied with
Linden for seventh place in the Union
County Tournament (UCT). Szczuka,
a junior, will compete at first singles.
“She is by far the better player and far
superior to the rest of the field,” said

Wasserman.
Lopez, a sophomore will play sec-

ond singles and Pannuri will compete
at third singles. Last year, Lopez and
Pannuri competed at second doubles.
“They had to play three matches be-
cause each one won a match and they
had to play a tiebreaker match to see
who would take the second spot. But
we have some girls who are right
there and if the team does not blend
the way I want it to, I will open up the
challenges and make changes when
needed,” said Wasserman.

Junior Lyndsey Douglas and Katz
will play first doubles, while Deutsch
and sophomore Christina Reiman will
compete at second doubles. “Lyndsey
and Katz, they’re a strong team and I
expect them to do well this year. There
is some good chemistry at second
doubles. They have been playing JV
tennis together and they really made
out to be a good team,” said Wasserman.

Katie Levitt, Christina Reiman,
Katie Foley and Eve Rosenheck are
in the mix for playing spots and likely
see playing time.

As to the team’s expectations,
Wasserman said, “It’s very hard to set
goals because I really do not know
what I’m up against. It should be very
interesting. If we go five hundred for
the season, I’ll be extremely happy. I
do think we will do better than that
and I think we will make the states.
Put it this way! After Westfield,
Bridgewater and JP Stevens, I’m hop-
ing to be 6-3. That’s what I’m looking
at. You work with them during prac-
tice, you teach them only so much but
it’s a matter of getting the girls out
here and letting them show their stuff.”
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RaidersBlue Devils

Taken from the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times –
www.goleader.com

September 11, 1999: The Blue
Devil girls cross-country team seized
first in the St. Dominic Academy In-
vitational in Jersey City. The Blue
Devils totaled 69 points to outrun the
Randolph girls who finished second
with 83 points. Maura McMahon led
the Blue Devil “Pac,” placing second
with a time of 21:30 and Alexis
Anzelone finished sixth with a time
of 22:21.

September 8, 2001: The Raider
football team hit pay dirt four times
and silenced Malcolm X. Shabazz,
27-6, in Scotch Plains. Senior quar-
terback Brian Schiller passed for
137 yards and two touchdowns. Full-
back Andrew Pavoni had a 25-yard
TD gallop. Schiller connected to
senior Steve Williams on a quick
slant for a 50-yard TD. Junior Kyle
Adams had an 80-yard punt return
for a TD. Schiller hit Ray Williams
for a 34-yard TD.

September 13, 2002: The Blue
Devil boys soccer team, comprised
mainly of multi-sport athletes, sub-
dued St. Peter’s Prep, 2-0, in the
season opener at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield. Co-Captain Billy
Schultz scored both goals.

September 15, 2003: The host-
ing Raider soccer girls provided an
aggressive passing attack that made
it possible to defeat Westfield, 2-1.
Blue Devil Aly Ludmer scored on

an assist from Danielle Fried. Raider
freshman Carleen Bronokowski
burned the net on a Carly Wells
assist and, after a 1-1, deadlock,
junior Allie Hamilton sparked the
game winner on a free kick from
about 30-yards out.

September 8, 2000: Westfield’s
21-6 victory over Cranford before a
decent crowd at Union was not per-
fect, but it was a win. Junior Terrence
Jenkins picked up 74 yards on just
nine carries, and scored two touch-
downs on short runs of 3 and 8 yards
(getting a super block from pulling
guard Dave King on the latter). And
classmate Matt Andzell, in his first
start at inside linebacker, was all
over the field, contributing 13 tack-
les to lead a defense that limited
Cranford to 136 yards of total of-
fense.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEET THE 2008 RAIDER TENNIS TEAM…New Head Coach Gary Wasserman
expects an interesting season coupled with excellent results from tri-captains
Alyssa Riesenberg, Julia Deutsch and Emily Katz, along with Aleksandra Szczuka,
Isabel Lopez and Neha Pannuri. Other team members are: Lyndsey Douglas,
Christina Reiman, Katie Levitt, Eve Rosenheck and Katie Foley.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Courtesy Hearing on
September 22, 2008 at 7:30 pm to hear
the application of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education for Terrill Middle
School, 1301 Terrill Road, Block 12001,
Lot 1 to install four temporary trailers to be
used as student classrooms.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board, 2nd
Floor, Municipal Building and available for
public inspection during regular office
hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 9/11/08, The Times Fee: $17.34

BERNARDSVILLE MOUNTAIN unique country home on
5 tranquil acres surrounded by gardens, terraces & pool.

Gracious living spaces include 5 bedrooms, eat-in kitchen,
formal living/dining rooms, 3 fireplaces. $1,600,000.

Dir: Rt. 202 to Claremont Rd., left on Post Kunhardt, left on
Berkshire, left on Overleigh.

Open House: Sunday, 9/14  1-4PM
156 Overleigh Road, Bernardsville

Basking Ridge/Bernardsville Office (908) 766-0808

(908) 812-7415 – Ruth-Walker@burgdorff.com


