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POLICE BLOTTER

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ACCIDENT SCENE… Rescue teams responded to this accident Saturday after-
noon at the intersection of Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street. Passengers
were transported to Overlook Hospital. The accident occurred as rain moved into
the area from Tropical Storm Hanna.

Fred Rossi  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HANNA LEAVES HER MARK… Heavy rains during Saturday’s tropical storm
flood parts of the grounds at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Senior Day to Be Held
At Scotch Hills in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Recreation Commission is
sponsoring Senior Day at Scotch Hills
Country Club today, September 11.

The event is open to all Scotch
Plains senior citizens at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road. Seniors will have
the opportunity to experience a free
round at the Scotch Hills mini-golf
course at any time during the day.
Along with the free mini-golf, Scotch
Plains seniors can enjoy golf for free
that day as well on the nine-Hole
Scotch Hills Golf Course.

In addition, a barbecue will be held
at Scotch Hills from noon to 2 p.m.,
allowing seniors to socialize after their
mini-golf or golf rounds.

Seniors who are unable to attend
the barbecue are welcome to experi-
ence the mini-golf and golf course at
anytime that day by going to the pro
shop and obtaining their free round.

For more information, contact the
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension 1221 or 1223.

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

Mr. Estis confirmed that the bor-
ough is moving to legally void the
contract and already one other com-
pany is interested in leasing space on
the tower; he added that a new deal
could generate as much as $30,000 a
year in revenue.

Borough officials also approved a
resolution to purchase new portable
and modular stage equipment that
will be used for the first time at this
month’s Fanny Wood Day.

“Hopefully, we can use it [for other
events] at other locations around the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
Seeks Revenue Alternatives

borough,” said Council President Joan
Wheeler, who presided over the meet-
ing in the absence of Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

One person spoke during the
meeting’s public comment portion.

Russell Huegel of Montrose Road,
who is a Democratic candidate for
borough council, said he wanted to
“publicly thank first responders for
the work that they do,” noting “this
climate of budget restrictions” and
today’s anniversary of the September
11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

Garwood Council Nixes
Freeholder Election Change

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council voted 4 to 2 against a
resolution on Tuesday calling for cer-
tain members of the Union County
Board of Freeholders to be elected by
district. The two “yes” votes came
from the resolution’s sponsors, coun-
cilmen Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano.

Both Mr. Sytko and Mr. Napolitano
said at prior meetings that they feel
the current system of electing free-
holders at-large results in dispropor-
tionate representation and services
for the county’s larger cities.

Councilman Keith Sluka, who op-
posed the resolution, said that he be-
lieved the system is representative,
noting that current freeholders live in
different parts of the county. Mr. Sluka
said part of the problem is voter turn-
out, since less than a third of those
registered voted in the 2007 free-
holder election.

“The bottom line is, if more than 29
percent of people vote in that elec-
tion, anybody could win as a free-
holder,” Mr. Sluka said.

Council President Kathleen
Villaggio, who also voted against the
resolution, said that council mem-
bers in Westfield met with the free-
holders to express their concerns and
encouraged Mr. Sytko, Mr.
Napolitano and another member of
the council to do the same.

Mr. Sytko, who initially proposed
the resolution in July, said that al-
though he disagreed with the out-
come, he was thankful that the issue
was brought to a vote and that he is
open to the possibility of meeting
with the freeholders.

“I will meet with whomever,” Mr.
Sytko said. “I have no qualms about
meeting with anyone.”

Residents expressed their opinion
on the resolution during the public
comment portion of the meeting.
Former council member and one-time
Republican freeholder candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi supported the
resolution, saying that the county
spent more for last weekend’s
“MusicFest” than Garwood received
in extraordinary aid. Former Demo-
crat councilmember Charles
Lombardo opposed the measure, say-
ing he felt it was political in nature
and that the county does provide a lot
of services to the borough.

After the vote, Ms. Villaggio re-
sponded to a letter, which was sent to
both the media and the mayor and
council by resident Bruce Paterson.
In a letter, which appeared in the
September 4 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Paterson called
for the council to take action on the
freeholder resolution prior to
November’s elections and suggested
that certain members of the borough’s
government would oppose the reso-
lution since they “make their liveli-
hood from county tax monies.” Mr.
Paterson again reiterated his support
for a vote on the matter during the
meeting.

“I think we should go on record as
to where we stand on this,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Ms. Villaggio, who is a long-time
county employee, said that she weighed
any potential conflict of interest before
deciding to run for council eight years
ago and that her employment with the
county does not influence her in her
role as a councilwoman.

“I could step down from this posi-
tion tomorrow and still do the same
job I did today,” Ms. Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio also suggested a num-
ber of measures during the workshop
session of the meeting designed at
increasing the borough’s revenue,

saying that the budget process will
likely not get any easier in coming
years.

“We cannot continue to rely on
one-shot revenues and budget cuts,”
Ms. Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio proposed that the
borough explore purchasing a fire
department ladder truck to enable
taller developments, instituting Pay-
ment In Lieu of Tax (PILOT) for
future development and the hiring of
a consultant to investigate additional
merged or shared services. Ms.
Villaggio said that she will look into
funding from the Department of Com-
munity Affairs for such a feasibility
study.

Mr. Paterson said that the borough
should also not rule out the possibil-
ity of merging, calling it a “heavy,
heavy, thought,” but one that should
be considered. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said it has not been “dis-
missed.” Mr. Paterson also said that
the borough should consider the im-
pact the county has on the borough’s
finances.

“The county is like a huge vacuum
sucking a lot of money up there and we
don’t see a lot of it,” Mr. Paterson said.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance to move certain borough posi-
tions to the Defined Contribution
Retirement Program. Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud said that employ-
ees currently in the Public Employee
Retirement System are exempt.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE MAYOR’S SEAT…Council President Joan Wheeler, left, who is running
for re-election this fall, presides over the Fanwood Borough Council’s regular
meeting Tuesday night, in the absence of Mayor Colleen Mahr. Seated at right are
Councilman David Valian and Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 2, a burglary

was reported at a residence on the 800
block of North Avenue, West.

Thursday, September 4, Kaleeft Lee,
26, of Madison was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop in the area of the
south side Westfield train station on an
outstanding Parsippany criminal war-
rant. He was released after posting
$200 bail.

Thursday, September 4, a business
located on the 400 block of North
Avenue, East, reported that a Pepsi
machine located at the exterior of the
building sustained damage. Someone
apparently used a heavy object in an
attempt to gain entry into the machine.

Monday, September 8, Luben
Panayotou, 23, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
on the 700 block of Knollwood Ter-
race. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Scotch Plains
Friday, September 5, Melvin

Watson, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Friday, September 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
did $750 damage to the roof of her
vehicle.

Friday, September 5, a patron of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
someone yelled obscenities at him
when he was leaving a restaurant.

Friday, September 5, Kashia Harris,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop for an outstanding warrant.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Sunday, September 7, Mackay
James, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of a
fraudulent insurance card. According
to police, James was stopped for a
moving violation at which officers
observed the fraudulent card. He was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, Mercedes
Varela, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
an officer smelled alcohol on her
breath, according to police. She was
transported to headquarters where she
was processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, Robert Nagy,
43, of Summit was arrested and
charged with DWI. According to po-
lice, Nagy was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at which time an
officer smelled alcohol on his breath.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone en-
tered her vehicle and removed her
purse, which contained $50 in cash.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.

Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
suspended after a motor vehicle stop
for an overdue inspection sticker. Ac-
cording to police she was also charged
with several motor vehicle violations
including failure to inspect, uninsured
motorist, failure to exhibit documents
and driving with a cracked windshield.

Tuesday, September 2, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that some-
one removed her wallet from her locked
vehicle while her car was parked at the
establishment. According to police,
credit cards, a driver’s license and an
employee card were in the wallet.

Wednesday, September 3, Keith A.
Briggs, 30, of Mountainside was
charged with failure to report and con-
trol a fire after starting a fire in the
backyard of his Upland Road resi-
dence. According to police, neighbors
called authorities when they noticed
flames in excess of five feet in the
backyard of his home. Briggs was said
to have added accelerant to the fire,
which was beginning to encroach on
neighboring properties.

Friday, September 5, Luther
Sirmans, 49, of New Brunswick was
arrested at the North Brunswick Po-
lice Department for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $1,820.

Saturday, September 6, a vehicle
traveling on Route 22 was struck be a
falling tree limb, which fell due to the
heavy winds associated with Tropical
Storm Hanna. According to police,
the front end of the vehicle was dam-
aged, but none of the passengers were
injured.

Sunday, September 7, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that some-
one entered his vehicle while he was
inside the establishment by using an
unknown object to pry the driver’s

side door lock open. According to
police, the vehicle was rummaged
through but nothing was missing.

Police said a witness traveling on
Route 22 said reported suspicious ac-
tivity and slowed down at which time
the vehicle behind her honked star-
tling the suspects. According to po-
lice, the suspects fled the scene in a
black BMW making the U-turn head-
ing east. The incident has been turned
over to the detective bureau.

Sunday, September 7, a police of-
ficer conducting a security check of
Deerfield School reporting finding an
abandoned pink and purple Mystic
Rally USA model bicycle with white
tires. According to police, the bicycle
has been tagged and placed in storage.

Monday, September 9, a report of
gasoline being siphoned from a ve-
hicle parked on Sheffield Street was
given to police after employees deter-
mined that sometime over the week-
end the fuel tanks of their company
trucks were emptied. According to
police, approximately 64 gallons of
fuel was removed.

Fanwood
Sunday, August 24, a resident of the

70 block of McDermott Place reported
that sometime between Friday, Au-
gust 22, and Sunday, August 24, some-
one entered her unlocked motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in the drive-
way and removed a cell phone valued
at $100.

Thursday, August 28, Ali A.
Muhammad, 54, of Bayonne was ar-
rested on an outstanding Mount Lau-
rel warrant after a field investigation.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Thursday, August 28, Ramin
Azizoghli, 39, was arrested on an out-
standing Hillside warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed
and released.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Vinton Circle reported that sometime
between Friday, August 22, and Satur-
day, August 30, someone removed
$500 worth of change from the home.
According to police, there was no sign
of forced entry. Officials are investi-
gating individuals who had access to
the house during this time, authorities
reported.

Sunday, August 31, Terrence Will-
iams, 37, of Paterson was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to sub-
mit to a chemical breath test after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, September 2, Eugean K.
Freeman, 47, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Linden
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, September 3, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of South Avenue, Jesefy M.
Keita, 27, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
providing police with false informa-
tion. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail in lieu of $3,000 bail.

Wednesday, September 3, sometime
between 11:15 a.m. and 12:35 p.m., a
resident of South Avenue reported that
someone kicked in the front door of
the home and ransacked the house.
Jewelry and money was removed.
According to authorities, police are
processing the scene and the incident
is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 3, Mecca
A. Carter, 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on the 100 block of South Av-
enue on an outstanding warrant out of
Newark after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Thursday, September 4, an unlocked
bicycle valued at $150 was taken from
the driveway of a Marion Avenue resi-
dence.

Friday, September 5, a resident of
Plainfield reported that the stereo and
amplifier were stolen from his motor
vehicle after he parked it on Old South
Avenue. The missing items are valued
at $900. According to police, there
was no sign of forced entry.

Friday, September 5, a resident of
the 20 block of Woodland Avenue
reported that someone entered the
home by breaking a basement win-
dow. According to authorities, police
are investigating the incident and have
a person of interest.

Sunday, September 7, Jennifer
Perlee, 20, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of jus-
tice for allegedly interfering with a
police investigation. According to
police, she was processed and re-
leased.

Fanwood 2009
Parking Permits

FANWOOD — 2009 Parking Per-
mits for Fanwood residents will go on
sale Wednesday, October 1. The cost
of a yearly permit for Fanwood resi-
dents will be $276. 2009 parking per-
mits for residents of all other towns
will go on sale Saturday, November
1. The cost of a yearly non-resident
permit will be $564.

Permits can be purchased at
Fanwood police headquarters, 75 N.
Martine Avenue, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Check or money order is
the only acceptable form of payment;
cash or credit card is not accepted.

For more information, call Ser-
geant Howard Jarvis of the Fanwood
Police Department at (908) 322-
5000, ext. 153.

13th Annual Fanny Wood
Day Sunday, September 21

FANWOOD — The 13th annual
Fanny Wood Day will be held on
Sunday, September 21, starting at 11
a.m. and ending at 5 p.m. This annual
street fair and community event will
be held along the length of Martine
and South Avenues in downtown
Fanwood.

The festivities include plenty of
food and craft vendors, as well as
great activities for the kids. The spe-
cial children’s area will feature an
array of fun things for kids to do at an
all-day rate of $10 per person. In-
cluded are bounce-and-slides, track-
less train, moonwalk, kiddie maze,
and more. Balloon-making clowns,
live entertainment, and loads of con-
tests will all be a part of the day’s fun.

This year the day will begin with
the third Annual “Anything On

Wheels” parade. There will also be
other contests including pie baking,
ice cream eating and birdhouse mak-
ing.

Please go to visitfanwood.com for
further details and forms.

The Cougar Car Club will again
host an exhibition of classic automo-
biles in the train station parking lot
along South Avenue. The New Jersey
Bloodmobile will be on hand to col-
lect blood donations.

“We encourage everyone to mark
September 21st on their calendars
and join us downtown to honor
Fanwood’s legendary first lady and
to celebrate the borough’s 113th Birth-
day,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr. Any-
one interested in being a Fanny Wood
Day volunteer or vendor should call
Jennifer Ricci at (908) 654-5200.

Dolan Deems Proficiency
Results in WF ‘Not Logical’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
Margaret Dolan gave an update of the
new state proficiency levels for stu-
dents that were released. The results
she said were not logical — a testi-
mony she said was echoed throughout
other districts. The math and language
arts numbers for fifth through eighth
graders from 2007 in comparison to
2008 were scattershot and she said she
would have a hard time explaining it to
parents.

She said, “The state said they were
going to look into realigning the test.”

“Tests can be helpful,” Ms. Dolan
said. “It upsets me when I see data that
is not helpful.”

 She also gave a presentation telling
that the district’s 10 schools were ready
for children as the kids entered their
first week of classes.

Ms. Dolan also said the eighth grade
gifted program has enough students to
comprise a full class at Edison Inter-
mediate School. There are also fine
arts rooms at every elementary school.

Anita O’Neal, assistant superinten-
dent, said the driver’s education course
added this year “right now is very, very
popular” with students. She said the
goal is to have more teachers certified
to instruct the class next year. Cur-
rently, one teacher is certified, a physi-
cal education teacher. The course is a
physical education class this year. She
is looking into making it a health class
instead.

The Westfield intermediate schools
wrestling team will become available
to all sixth graders in an attempt to
increase the team size and add more
players to its low weight division,
which has boys between 70 to 80
pounds. The Westfield Board of Edu-
cation approved this after a parent in-
quired to the board earlier that they
should consider this. It was previously

only open to seventh and eighth grad-
ers. Coaches Glen Kurz and Vince
Juliano addressed the board at the
meeting. They said it would not impact
the budget or scheduling.

The board also approved personnel
appointments.

At the last board meeting, Ms. Dolan
said she was looking into the necessity
of adding a literacy teacher to first
grade with the high student levels. She
determined help was needed at Franklin
Elementary School, and the board ap-
proved Elizabeth Soriero to assist in
literacy during the morning session at
the school at an annual salary of
$12,209.80.

Three teachers received their
master’s degrees earning them a salary
increase. They are: Kira Brady, social
studies teacher at Roosevelt, jumped
from $60,814 to $63,773; Maria
Santilli, high school Italian teacher,
effective September 1, switched from
a 4/5 position at a salary of $56,040.80,
to full time at $71,176, and as of Octo-
ber 1, that increases to $74,557
(master’s degree inflation), and
Brendan Hickey, McKinley fifth grade
teacher, has a salary increase effective
September 1, from $55,749 to $58,549.

Westfield High School social stud-
ies teacher Elizabeth Walsh at a salary
of $55,149, Mallory Applebaum will
come on board as a math teacher at
Edison at $55,149, Kate Santino, physi-
cal education/health instructor at Wil-
son, Jefferson and Lincoln at $55,149,
and Kristine D’Onofrio, Wilson, sec-
ond grade, at $57,949.

Board President Ginny Leiz an-
nounced that the haunted house this
year will not be managed by the recre-
ation commission because “it is a drain
on their resources.” She said the com-
mission reported from a meeting she
attended. She said the haunted house is
open to any other organizations inter-
ested in filling the gap.

Fire Breaks Out in Apts.
In Scotch Plains

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE AND
MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains –Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A multiple-
alarm fire broke out at the Lamberts
Mill Village Garden apartments on
Lamberts Mill Road and Spruce Mill
Lane on Wednesday morning, injur-
ing multiple people.

“It looks like it burnt out a bunch of
residences,” officials on the scene
said just after noon.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly at 1
p.m. told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that two people had been
medevaced to a burn center. He said
Westfield had responded on a second
alarm. Scotch Plains and Westfield
police were joined by a host of other
towns, including Plainfield, Spring-
field, Cranford and Summit.

Workers doing construction on one
unit’s flooring possibly caused the
fire.

Officials at the scene said 15 EMS
units arrived to help victims. Ambu-
lances were seen leaving the area, but
the extent of injuries is not known at
this time.

Marvin Gershenfeld, a resident of
the apartment complex who lives three
blocks from the area where the fire
occurred, said, “I heard a lady yelling
‘someone is hurt.’”

He said he first heard fire engines
around 11:30 a.m. He went to the
scene and said he witnessed that three
or four homes were destroyed and a
roof had caved in. He said the fire was
“rather significant.”

Updated information on the fire
will be posted at goleader.com.

More News at
goleader.com


