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LEST WE FORGET...September 11, 2001 - Twin Towers Destroyed. The area remembers. See page 4.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DANCING…Concertgoers were invited up on stage at Friday’s performance by
Everclear at MusicFest. The two-day event held at Nomahegan Park in Cranford
had to be cut short on Saturday night due to heavy rains. For more, see page 22.

Religious Group Approved
On Change in Fence Height

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— Despite con-
cerns raised by several members, a
split zoning board of adjustment last
Thursday approved the installation
of a six-foot-high fence around the
South Avenue building in Scotch
Plains that houses Westfield Hall, Inc.,
a nondenominational religious cor-
poration based in Westfield.

In November 2006, the board ap-
proved the group’s application to con-
vert the building into a house of wor-
ship; included in that approval was a
stipulation that four-foot high board-
on-board fencing would be installed
at the rear of the property along the
railroad tracks.

Earlier this summer, Westfield Hall
requested an amendment to their site
plan to allow the installation of a
metal picket fence instead of the pre-
viously approved fence. The installed
fence’s height conflicts with local
zoning ordinances governing fence
heights along front and side yards.

At last week’s hearing, Jonathan
Diplock, the group’s treasurer, told
the board the new fence, which had
not been included in the originally-
approved site plan, was installed by
volunteers who were apparently un-
aware of what the board had approved.

“The left hand doesn’t always know
what the right hand is doing,” he said.
The fence’s height requirements
“must have got lost in the shuffle.” He
said the six-foot high fencing, which
encircles the property, is “primarily
for security,” both during times when
services are held and when the build-

ing is closed.
When board chairman Jim Fawcett

said the board “feels duped at times”
when applicants fail to follow its
guidelines, Mr. Diplock said, “I un-
derstand how it looks,” but added,
“This is not how we operate.”

Board member Chris Abeel said
there are “circumstances where there
are honest mistakes, like this one.”
Board member Ken Anderson termed
it “more a misunderstanding” than an
outright disregard of the board’s
guidelines.

Board member Tim Livolsi likened
the property, with the fence, to “a
compound,” and said its appearance
was “very bothersome to me.” He
urged the board to have the fencing
along South Avenue replaced with a
smaller size. Board member Jim Pate
agreed, saying the six-foot fencing
was “too high.”

 The board, though, approved, by a
4-3 margin, the site plan amendment
without any changes or variances.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a three-year temporary oper-
ating permit for Eula Andrews that
will allow her to continue to lodge
war veterans at her home at 441 Hunter
Avenue.

Andrew Shaff of 2108 Algonquin
Drive received approval to renovate a
bathroom and extend it into an exist-
ing garage, thus decreasing the ga-
rage size to a size slightly smaller
than zoning requirements.

By a 5-2 vote, the board approved
an application by Carl Orr to install
a six-foot fence along the side of his
property at 1086 Raritan Road.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEAP OF FAITH…Don Wussler receives help from announcer Tom Kucin on
Labor Day at the St. Bart’s Softball Championship. Mr. Wussler is heading the
Scotch Plains Korean War Memorial Clock project to be dedicated on Veterans
Day, November 11. With a leap of faith, Mr. Wussler has ordered the $13,500
clock although he has only $12,000 from contributions on hand. To help close the
gap, please contact Mr. Wussler at donwussler@aol.com.
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Mayor Marks Urges Patience In
Township’s Deer-Reduction Efforts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council briefly discussed what
one resident said was a continuing
overpopulation of deer that was af-
fecting safe driving. At the council’s
regular meeting on Tuesday night,
Michael Marcus of Treeview Circle
called the council’s attention to what
he termed an “overabundance of deer”
on the south side. “It’s a major prob-
lem,” he said. “It’s a major public
safety issue.”

Mayor Martin Marks said while
the deer reduction program of the
past three winters has thinned the
herd a bit in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion, “There is still an abundance of
deer.” He asked for patience, saying a
similar program in the Watchung
Reservation had succeeded in thin-
ning the deer herd, but that the pro-
cess had taken a number of years.

The mayor also said state guide-
lines for deer reduction programs are
“strict” in that hunters have to be
situated far from any residential or
other buildings.

Don Wussler, a Korean War vet-
eran who has spearheaded the effort
this year to purchase a clock to be
placed in front of the municipal build-
ing in honor and memory of Korean
War veterans, updated the council on
his fundraising efforts.

As of Tuesday, he had raised
$12,335 of the $15,000 needed to buy

the clock, which is set to be unveiled
during the township’s Veteran’s Day
ceremonies.

The clock will be situated in front
of the left side of the municipal build-
ing, and its twin faces visible to driv-
ers and pedestrians on both sides of
Park Avenue.

Those wishing to donate to the
clock fund can send checks, made
payable to “Korean War Memorial,”
to the finance office at the municipal
building at 420 Park Avenue.

The council passed a bond ordi-
nance appropriating $78,000 for street
repavement on the 300 block of Sy-
camore Avenue.

Also curbs there will get a facelift
at the expense of homeowners. It in-
volves the installation of granite block
curbing on the 300 block of Sycamore
Avenue up to its intersection with
Mountain Avenue. Twenty properties
will share in the approximate $21,675
assessment for the new curbing, which
is payable over a 10-year period.

Linda Liebiedz of Mountain Av-
enue questioned whether the new
curbing would improve flooding in
the area and whether it would boost
home sale values. Mayor Marks told
her he believed flooding problems
would be improved and asked that
township engineering officials con-
tact Ms. Liebiedz with further infor-
mation.

In other business, the council au-
thorized the insertion of a $5,000
revenue line item in this year’s mu-
nicipal budget to pay overtime rates
for police department personnel in-
volved in patrolling for and arresting
drunk drivers. The money is from a
state grant.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance to dedicate traffic lanes at
two Martine Avenue intersections to
drivers making right turns. The north-
bound intersection with West Broad
Street will have its right lane dedi-
cated to right turns only, while the
southbound intersection with Cooper
Road will have its right lane dedi-

cated to right turns only.
Mr. Strauss said the ordinance is

designed to “bring some sensibility”
to traffic patterns so drivers are not
tempted to race to get ahead of drivers
in the other lane. A public hearing
will be held at the council’s Tuesday,
September 23 meeting.

The council also approved a
$17,500 grant application to the
county for the purchase of trees to
plant in parks in Scotch Plains. The
grant would be matched by funds
from the township’s open space trust
fund.

Township Manager Michael
Capabianco announced that Christo-
pher Aversa has joined the police
department as a transfer from the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Mr. Capabianco also said the mu-
nicipal court “desperately” needs a
part-time employee with technology
skills, and asked that anyone inter-
ested send a  résumé to court admin-
istrator Yvonne Rude at the munici-
pal building.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Marks said Verizon FiOS subscribers
are now able to view the township’s
local access television channel on
channel 22.

Council, Soccer Association
Hail New Turf Soccer Field

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS —Township
and recreation officials this week
lauded the opening of the new soccer
field behind the southside firehouse.
At the township
council’s meeting
on Tuesday, Tom
DiGiacomo, an of-
ficer with the
Scotch Plains
Fanwood-Soccer
A s s o c i a t i o n ,
thanked the recre-
ation department
and the council for
their support and
singled out Mayor
Martin Marks,
Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool and
Councilman Jef-
frey Strauss, the
three council mem-
bers in attendance
on Tuesday who
had voted last Oc-
tober for the bond
ordinance to fi-
nance the new field.

Mr. DiGiacomo
said despite the
heavy rains over the
weekend, flooding on the new artifi-
cial turf field was not a problem.

The field opened for play on Sep-
tember 1, and in the days since, youth
soccer players have used the facility
during daylight hours. Mr. Strauss
said he expects the lights to be opera-
tional by mid-October, while also
noting that a small playground and
building will also be constructed.

“It looks beautiful, it acts beauti-
ful,” Mr. Strauss said. He said the
drainage is “excellent” and said the
field is “very playable” despite the
recent rainfalls.

“The field is wet during rainstorms
— and that’s it,” he
added. Mr. Strauss
said the project was
completed “on
time and on bud-
get,” which he said
was “surprising”
because just a few
weeks ago, the
field was nothing
more than a large
mound of dirt and
the question was,
“How are they go-
ing to get this
done?”

The $2-million
project was ap-
proved last Octo-
ber after a public
hearing at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
High School was
attended by more
than 200 residents.
Four council
members voted to
approve the ordi-

nance, but Councilman Kevin Glover
abstained, saying he disagreed with
how the project was to be funded.
Mr. Glover had urged that the bond’s
down payment be significantly in-
creased, using four times as much
money from the township’s open
space trust fund, so that the new
field is “less of a tax burden” for
residents.

Ribbon Cutting Set
For SPF Turf Field

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Princi-
pal David Heisey and Assistant Prin-
cipal for Athletics Rob Harmer invite
all to attend the ribbon-cutting cer-
emonies for the new athletic turf fields.

The ceremony for the varsity soc-
cer field will be held on Friday, Sep-
tember 12, at 3:50 p.m. and the cer-
emony for the Perry Tyson Football
Field will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, at 12:50 p.m. Officials
noted that “there have been a lot of
people involved in this incredible
project and they would like to recog-
nize and thank everyone — with
Raider Pride and deep appreciation.”

FW Wants Bigger Share of Traffic
Ticket Revenue From County
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, at its regular meeting Tuesday
night, pushed for a change in the
statewide formula for dividing up
moving violation fees.

To that end, the governing body
approved a resolution urging other

Union County municipalities to lobby
for legislation required to change the
formula that could potentially gener-
ate much needed revenue for towns.

As it stands now, the county gets
about 50 percent of the revenue from
traffic tickets, while municipalities
are left with the other half.

“Municipalities are the ones who

bear the cost of running the police
department and the courts,” said
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief and
former director of the county’s police
academy. He said revenue generated
from inspection violations will con-
tinue to go to the state.

Mr. Parenti said the borough’s reso-
lution supports changing the split to
80 percent for the municipality and
20 percent for the county.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved, on sec-
ond reading, an ordinance to amend
part of the borough code regarding
lot frontage, specifically spotlighting
two properties along Staggard Place.

The measure was actually approved
last year, but borough attorney Den-
nis Estis said official notice was not
given at that time to all residents
within 200 feet of the two properties
as required by state law. Therefore,
the ordinance had to be redrafted.

“The essence of the ordinance has
to do with [borough code] amend-
ments to clarify what consists of lot
frontage, especially when there is a
subdivision,” Councilman Bruce
Walsh said.

The ordinance will keep all proper-
ties fronting Staggard Place in a resi-
dential zone; two properties had been
proposed for a change in zoning to
light industrial, a move the governing
body did not support.

The measure was sent to the plan-
ning board for review, but Borough
Clerk Eleanor McGovern said she
received “no comments” back. “I
don’t think this [ordinance amend-
ment] will be a problem,” she said.

Also approved Tuesday night was
a resolution authorizing the borough
to open bids for leasing space on its
communications tower, located next
to Borough Hall.

Fanwood had a signed contract with
a cell phone service provider, Cingular
(Now called the New AT&T Wire-
less), to put an antenna on the tower,
but the company never followed
through with its plans.

As a result, officials said the bor-
ough lost the potential revenue at a
time when its budget could have used
the extra cash.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW AND IMPROVED… Soccer
players use the newly opened artificial
turf field behind the southside firehouse
in Scotch Plains this past week.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS FIRE...On Wednesday, two were injured in a mid morning blaze and transferred by Medevac helicopter
to burn centers; third helicopter had been summoned. The cause of fire at Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartments is
under investigation. See further details on page 10 and at goleader.com..

Courtesy of Brian Dunlap
BLAZING...Flames shoot from the fire Wednesday morning in Scotch Plains at
the Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartments.


