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POLICE BLOTTER

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEAP OF FAITH…Don Wussler receives help from announcer Tom Kucin on
Labor Day at the St. Bart’s Softball Championship. Mr. Wussler is heading the
Scotch Plains Korean War Memorial Clock project to be dedicated on Veterans
Day, November 11. With a leap of faith, Mr. Wussler has ordered the $13,500
clock although he has only $12,000 from contributions on hand. To help close the
gap, contact Mr. Wussler at donwussler@aol.com.
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WF Zoning Board Hears
Two Cases Involving FAR

Fred Rossi  for The Westfield Leader
HANNA LEAVES HER MARK… Heavy rains during Saturday’s tropical storm
flooded parts of the grounds at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

tions. The board’s agenda did not state
that her application had rear setback
issues, yet the board continued to ask
her about the rear setback and sightlines
of the neighbors.

Board member Chris Masciale asked,
“How much are we imposing on the
neighbors?”

Mrs. Feeney said she wants to retain
the open porch, which her neighbor,
Lisa Matthews of 542 Dower Street,
had said is more attractive than enclos-
ing it, which would make it look boxy.

Ms. Matthews also said she was “ex-
cited” for her neighbor to “update” the
house and called the homes in the area
“tiny.” “What she’s asking for is it to be
functional,” she added. She also said
the homes in the vicinity are unusually
narrow.

The Feeneys’ architect had said to
change his plans would make the addi-
tion “long and narrow.”

The Feeneys’ home is in a R-6 zone
and their lot is undersized for the zone,
about 900 square feet smaller, the ar-
chitect said.

Mrs. Feeney also said her neighbors’
homes stick out more in the front than
hers, which is another reason she is
extending about eight further from the
rear of her neighbor’s additions be-
cause her house has a larger front yard.

The Feeneys are scheduled to come
before the board again at the next meet-
ing.

The Ricercas started the meeting,
after Mr. Heinbokel announced that the
applicants may have to come back next
month because of time, saying he
wanted to get the case heard and have it
voted on if possible because it was
already delayed three months because
of over scheduling of the board of ad-
justment meetings.

Mr. Ricercas chose to have the appli-
cation heard by five voting members,
which all would have to vote yes for the
application to be approved, where if he
came when seven members were
present there was leeway of two to vote
no and still have a majority of board
members to approve the application.

Mr. Heinbokel had said at the start of
the application that it was likely the
case would extend next month and have
the two missing members listen to the
transcripts so they could vote next month
on the case. Since it was approved
Monday night this is now a moot point.

Mrs. Ricerca told the board that she
and her husband needed to add a sec-
ond floor to their ranch-style home
because she wanted each of their four
children to have their own bedroom.
The application also approved bump
out additions to the front of the house
and a front porch. There were also other
pre-existing non-conforming setbacks.

The board also approved Sandra
Morrow to retain her use to practice
sociology in her home at 635 Forest
Avenue, a case that was extended from a
previous meeting. This legal issue in-
volved proving that she had commenced
her business lawfully prior to the current
ordinance, which does not allow this
practice in a residential zone, continu-
ally practiced and her business was con-
sistent with how her business started.

Board members Mr. Doherty and
Robert Burslem said they thought the
evidence for continuous use was not
conclusive. Mr. Burslem added how-
ever that there was not testimony con-
tradicting it. They approved the appli-
cation, as did all voting board mem-
bers.

Two neighbors commented that they
did not approve of Mss, Morrow prac-
ticing in her home, saying they had
safety and parking concerns, which
were not relevant to this type of case,
according to the board attorney. One
neighbor said he had one of Ms.
Morrow’s patients enter his house with-
out knocking.

The board denied Josephine Ward-
Gallagher and James Ward of 201 and
215 Prospect Streets, owners of Savan-
nah condominiums, to continue to re-
tain a sales trailer at the premises. The
board must be removed in 30 days.
Three neighbors testified to their disap-
proval of having the trailer on site.
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GW Council Nixes Resolution
On Voting in Freeholders
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Westfield Town Council
daunting. You don’t just say ‘you
know what, let’s start a walking school
bus.’”

“The BRAKES Group has really
energized the project,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said, acknowledging the difficulty of
finding committed volunteers, and
noted that a school bus pilot program
that ran last year provided an oppor-
tunity to accrue more volunteers and
grow the program.

With a structured initiative like the
Walking School Bus, parents, Mr.
Ciarrocca said, have a “comfort level”
with a volunteer leading a group of
students to school.

Ultimately, Mr. Ciarrocca said he
hopes the program results in a “cul-
ture change” that sees less car con-
gestion at schools, students develop-
ing lasting friendships and promot-
ing a healthier lifestyle.

Mr. Gildea credited Detective Lisa
Perrotta and Lieutenant Nicholas
Norton, as well as BRAKES co-chairs
Sara Strohecker and Deidre Gelinne
for their efforts.

For more information, contact
mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov or a given
school’s BRAKES representative.

Also school-related, the town
unanimously passed an ordinance on
second reading that codifies new park-
ing regulations at Lincoln and
Roosevelt Schools, specifically.

On the southwesterly side of Clark
Street, between Dudley Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway, on school days, park-
ing is now prohibited, and the area

bers in Westfield met with the free-
holders to express their concerns and
encouraged Mr. Sytko, Mr.
Napolitano and another member of
the council to do the same.

Mr. Sytko, who initially proposed
the resolution in July, said that al-
though he disagreed with the out-
come, he was thankful that the issue
was brought to a vote and that he is
open to the possibility of meeting
with the freeholders.

“I will meet with whomever,” Mr.
Sytko said. “I have no qualms about
meeting with anyone.”

Residents expressed their opinion
on the resolution during the public
comment portion of the meeting.
Former council member and one-time
Republican freeholder candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi supported the
resolution, saying that the county
spent more for last weekend’s “Mu-
sic Fest” than Garwood received in
extraordinary aid. Former Democrat
councilmember Charles Lombardo
opposed the measure, saying he felt it
was political in nature and that the
county does provide a lot of services
to the borough.

After the vote, Ms. Villaggio re-
sponded to a letter, which was sent to
both the media and the mayor and
council by resident Bruce Paterson. In
a letter, which appeared in the Sept. 4
issue of The Westfield Leader, Mr.
Paterson called for the council to take
action on the freeholder resolution prior
to November’s elections and suggested
that certain members of the borough’s
government would oppose the resolu-
tion since they “make their livelihood
from county tax monies.” Mr. Pater-
son again reiterated his support for a
vote on the matter during the meeting.

“I think we should go on record as
to where we stand on this,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Ms. Villaggio, who is a long-time
county employee, said that she
weighed any potential conflict of in-

terest before deciding to run for coun-
cil eight years ago and that her em-
ployment with the county does not
influence her in her role as a council-
woman.

“I could step down from this posi-
tion tomorrow and still do the same
job I did today,” Ms. Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio also suggested a num-
ber of measures during the workshop
session of the meeting designed at
increasing the borough’s revenue,
saying that the budget process will
likely not get any easier in coming
years.

“We cannot continue to rely on
one-shot revenues and budget cuts,”
Ms. Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio proposed that the
borough explore purchasing of a fire
department ladder truck to enable
taller developments, instituting Pay-
ment In Lieu of Tax (PILOT) for
future development and the hiring of
a consultant to investigate additional
merged or shared services. Ms.
Villaggio said that she will look into
funding from the Department of Com-
munity Affairs for such a feasibility
study.

Mr. Paterson said that the borough
should also not rule out the possibil-
ity of merging, calling it a “heavy,
heavy, thought,” but one that should
be considered. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said it has not been “dis-
missed.” Mr. Paterson also said that
the borough should consider the im-
pact the county has on the borough’s
finances.

“The county is like a huge vacuum
sucking a lot of money up there and
we don’t see a lot of it,” Mr. Paterson
said.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance to move certain borough posi-
tions to the Defined Contribution
Retirement Program. Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud said that employ-
ees currently in the Public Employee
Retirement System are exempt.

will be designated as a student drop-
off and pickup location from 7 to 8:30
a.m. and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.

A handicapped on-street parking
space has also been placed at 301
Clark Street (Roosevelt School) on
the westerly side, north of the inter-
section with Tuttle Parkway.

To accommodate new traffic pat-
terns at Lincoln School, on school
days, parking on the west side of
Westfield Avenue near the intersec-
tion with Grove Street has been simi-
larly designated as a student drop-off
and pickup location between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m.

The council also conducted first
reading on a bond ordinance to allo-
cate $75,000 for the implementation
of safety devices in connection with
the “quiet zone” establishment.

At the conclusion of the Westfield
council’s sole August meeting, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky formally signed an
agreement between Consolidated Rail
Corporation (Conrail) and the town,
authorizing Conrail to perform work
necessary to establishing a quiet zone
at the Rahway Avenue grade cross-
ing, which would ultimately mitigate
the effect of train noise in the area.

Today, the annual 9/11 Ceremony
will take place at the 9/11 Memorial
near the intersection of North Avenue
and East Broad Street at 6:30 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m. today, the Westfield
Community Center’s “Help a Child”
Comedy Auction” will be held at
Temple Emanu-El.

Senior Day to Be Held
Scotch Hills in SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission is spon-
soring Senior Day at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club today, September 11.

The event is open to all Scotch Plains
senior citizens at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road.
Seniors will have the opportunity to
experience a free round at the Scotch
Hills mini-golf course at any time dur-
ing the day. Along with the free mini-
golf, Scotch Plains seniors can enjoy
golf for free that day as well on the nine-
Hole Scotch Hills Golf Course.

In addition, a barbecue will be held at
Scotch Hills from noon to 2 p.m., al-
lowing seniors to socialize after their
mini-golf or golf rounds.

Seniors who are unable to attend the
barbecue are still welcome to experi-
ence the mini-golf and golf course at
anytime that day by going to the pro
shop and obtaining their free round.

For more information, contact the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department
at (908) 322-6700, extension 1221 or
1223.

Bramnick Announces
Photo Contest Winners

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick has announced the winners
of his Summer ’08 Photo Contest. They
are as follows:

Fun in the Sun Category: First Place,
Dan Gallic, Baby Face; Second Place,
Helen Rosales, Nieces; Third Place,
Marlene Gebauer, Gebauer Surfing;
Fourth Prize, Larry Rosario, Shells at 5
a.m.; Honorable Mention, Bradford
Bonner, The Impossible; and Bob
Burslem, Boyscouts in Kayaks.

Winners in the Wildlife Category
are: First Place, Jim Casola, Snails;
Second Place, Melanie Boyne, The
Deer; Third Place, Jeanne Briski, The
Seagull; Fourth Place, Steve Byland,
Ruby Throated Hummingbird; Honor-
able Mention, John Hartnett, The Fal-
con; and Rosanne Christie, Jersey Gulls.

Winners in the Landscape Category
are: First Place, Nicki Collins, Citiscape;
Second Place, Kristen Hom, LBI Sun-
set; Third Place, Jeff Halverstadt,
Waves; Fourth Place, Terry Bauer, Re-
flections; Honorable Mention, Greg
Cummings, Kayaks; and Stephen
Briggs, Goodbye Golden Sun.

Over 120 photos were submitted cap-
turing New Jersey at its finest. All are
welcome to attend a reception to view
the photos on Sunday, September 14,
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the offices of The
Westfield Leader located at 251 North
Avenue in Westfield. Refreshments will
be served. If you have any questions, or
need additional information about the
event, please call Asm. Bramnick’s of-
fice at (908) 232-2073.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 2, a burglary

was reported at a residence on the 800
block of North Avenue, West.

Thursday, September 4, Kaleeft
Lee, 26, of Madison was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop in the area
of the south side Westfield train sta-
tion on an outstanding Parsippany
criminal warrant. He was released
after posting $200 bail.

Thursday, September 4, a business
located on the 400 block of North
Avenue, East, reported that a Pepsi
machine located at the exterior of the
building sustained damage. Some-
one apparently used a heavy object in
an attempt to gain entry into the ma-
chine.

Monday, September 8, Luben
Panayotou, 23, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
on the 700 block of Knollwood Ter-
race. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Scotch Plains
Friday, September 5, Melvin

Watson, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.

Friday, September 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
did $750 damage to the roof of her
vehicle.

Friday, September 5, a patron of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
someone yelled obscenities at him
when he was leaving a restaurant.

Friday, September 5, Kashia Har-
ris, 28, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding war-
rant. According to police, she was
processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, Mackay
James, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of a
fraudulent insurance card. Accord-
ing to police, James was stopped for
a moving violation at which officers
observed the fraudulent card. He was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, Mercedes
Varela, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time an officer smelled alcohol on her
breath, according to police. She was
transported to headquarters where she
was processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, Robert Nagy,
43, of Summit was arrested and
charged with DWI. According to po-
lice, Nagy was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at which time an
officer smelled alcohol on his breath.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, September 7, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone en-
tered her vehicle and removed her
purse, which contained $50 in cash.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.

Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while sus-
pended after a motor vehicle stop for
an overdue inspection sticker. Accord-
ing to police she was also charged with
several motor vehicle violations in-
cluding failure to inspect, uninsured
motorist, failure to exhibit documents
and driving with a cracked windshield.

Tuesday, September 2, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that some-
one removed her wallet from her locked
vehicle while her car was parked at the
establishment. According to police,
credit cards, a driver’s license and an
employee card were in the wallet.

Wednesday, September 3, Keith A.
Briggs, 30, of Mountainside was
charged with failure to report and con-
trol a fire after starting a fire in the
backyard of his Upland Road resi-
dence. According to police, neighbors
called authorities when they noticed
flames in excess of five feet in the
backyard of his home. Briggs was said
to have added accelerant to the fire,
which was beginning to encroach on
neighboring properties.

Friday, September 5, Luther
Sirmans, 49, of New Brunswick was
arrested at the North Brunswick Po-
lice Department for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $1,820.

Saturday, September 6, a vehicle
traveling on Route 22 was struck be a
falling tree limb, which fell due to the
heavy winds associated with Tropical
Storm Hanna. According to police, the
front end of the vehicle was damaged,
but none of the passengers were in-
jured.

Sunday, September 7, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that some-
one entered his vehicle while he was
inside the establishment by using an

unknown object to pry the driver’s
side door lock open. According to
police, the vehicle was rummaged
through but nothing was missing.

Police said a witness traveling on
Route 22 said reported suspicious ac-
tivity and slowed down at which time
the vehicle behind her honked star-
tling the suspects. According to po-
lice, the suspects fled the scene in a
black BMW making the U-turn head-
ing east. The incident has been turned
over to the detective bureau.

Sunday, September 7, a police of-
ficer conducting a security check of
Deerfield School reporting finding an
abandoned pink and purple Mystic
Rally USA model bicycle with white
tires. According to police, the bicycle
has been tagged and placed in storage.

Monday, September 9, a report of
gasoline being siphoned from a ve-
hicle parked on Sheffield Street was
given to police after employees deter-
mined that sometime over the week-
end the fuel tanks of their company
trucks were emptied. According to
police, approximately 64 gallons of
fuel was removed.

Fanwood
Sunday, August 24, a resident of the

70 block of McDermott Place reported
that sometime between Friday, Au-
gust 22, and Sunday, August 24, some-
one entered her unlocked motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in the drive-
way and removed a cell phone valued
at $100.

Thursday, August 28, Ali A.
Muhammad, 54, of Bayonne was ar-
rested on an outstanding Mount Lau-
rel warrant after a field investigation.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Thursday, August 28, Ramin
Azizoghli, 39, was arrested on an out-
standing Hillside warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed
and released.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Vinton Circle reported that sometime
between Friday, August 22, and Satur-
day, August 30, someone removed
$500 worth of change from the home.
According to police, there was no sign
of forced entry. Officials are investi-
gating individuals who had access to
the house during this time, authorities
reported.

Sunday, August 31, Terrence Will-
iams, 37, of Paterson was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to sub-
mit to a chemical breath test after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, September 2, Eugean K.
Freeman, 47, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Linden
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, September 3, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of South Avenue, Jesefy M.
Keita, 27, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
providing police with false informa-
tion. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail in lieu of $3,000 bail.

Wednesday, September 3, sometime
between 11:15 a.m. and 12:35 p.m., a
resident of South Avenue reported that
someone kicked in the front door of
the home and ransacked the house.
Jewelry and money was removed.
According to authorities, police are
processing the scene and the incident
is under investigation.

Wednesday, September 3, Mecca
A. Carter, 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on the 100 block of South Av-
enue on an outstanding warrant out of
Newark after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Thursday, September 4, an unlocked
bicycle valued at $150 was taken from
the driveway of a Marion Avenue resi-
dence.

Friday, September 5, a resident of
Plainfield reported that the stereo and
amplifier were stolen from his motor
vehicle after he parked it on Old South
Avenue. The missing items are valued
at $900. According to police, there
was no sign of forced entry.

Friday, September 5, a resident of
the 20 block of Woodland Avenue
reported that someone entered the
home by breaking a basement win-
dow. According to authorities, police
are investigating the incident and have
a person of interest.

Sunday, September 7, Jennifer
Perlee, 20, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of jus-
tice for allegedly interfering with a
police investigation. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

lost the potential revenue at a time
when its budget could have used the
extra cash.

Mr. Estis confirmed that the bor-
ough is moving to legally void the
contract and already one other com-
pany is interested in leasing space on
the tower; he added that a new deal
could generate as much as $30,000 a
year in revenue.

Borough officials also approved a
resolution to purchase new portable
and modular stage equipment that
will be used for the first time at this
month’s Fanny Wood Day.

“Hopefully, we can use it [for other
events] at other locations around the
borough,” said Council President Joan
Wheeler, who presided over the meet-
ing in the absence of Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

One person spoke during the
meeting’s public comment portion.

Russell Huegel of Montrose Road,
who is a Democratic candidate for
borough council, said he wanted to
“publicly thank first responders for
the work that they do,” noting “this
climate of budget restrictions” and
the seventh anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.
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Lance Opposes Toll
Hike for Pike, Parkway

AREA — In response to reports
that Governor Jon Corzine will in-
crease tolls by 110 percent on the
Garden State Parkway and the New
Jersey Turnpike, Seventh Congres-
sional District Republican candidate
Leonard Lance has issued the follow-
ing statement:

“Today we learn that New
Jerseyeans will once again be asked
to open their wallets and pay more
taxes via sharp increases in tolls on
the Parkway and the Turnpike.
Enough is enough. The tax-and-spend
fiscal polices of Governor Corzine
and (Seventh Congressional District
Democratic candidate Linda Stender)
have brought upon this state record
state debt and the highest tax burden
in the country.

“I oppose this toll hike plan and
call on my opponent Linda Stender to
do the same. I am the only candidate
running for Congress who will bring
change and fiscal responsibility to
the Garden State.”

Fire Breaks Out in
Scotch Plains Apts.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE AND

MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains –Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A multiple-
alarm fire broke out at the Lamberts
Mill Village Garden apartments on
Lamberts Mill Road and Spruce Mill
Lane on Wednesday morning, injuring
multiple people.

“It looks like it burnt out a bunch of
residences,” officials on the scene said
just after noon.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly at 1
p.m. told The Westfield Leader that
two people had been medevaced to a
burn center. He said Westfield had re-
sponded on a second alarm. Scotch
Plains and Westfield police were joined
by a host of other towns, including
Plainfield, Springfield, Cranford and
Summit.

Workers doing construction on one
unit’s flooring possibly caused the fire.

Officials at the scene said 15 EMS
units arrived to help victims. Ambu-
lances were seen leaving the area, but
the extent of injuries is not known at
this time.

Marvin Gershenfeld, a resident of
the apartment complex who lives three
blocks from the area where the fire
occurred, said, “I heard a lady yelling
‘someone is hurt.’”

He said he first heard fire engines
around 11:30 a.m. He went to the scene
and said he witnessed that three or four
homes were destroyed and a roof had
caved in. He said the fire was “rather
significant.”

Updated information on the fire will
be posted at goleader.com.

Courtesy of R. Brian Dunlap
FIRE POWER...A Scotch Plains engine attempts to extinguish a multiple-alarm
fire that rages from the Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartment Complex,
Wednesday morning and early afternoon.


