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DiIORIO, MORAN, SHEEHAN, MRUZ NAMED CAPTAINS

Devil Gridders’ Strong Skill
Positions Need Protection

TRESNAN, IRVING SELECTED BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Feel
They Have ‘Finishing Power’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returning only two starters on de-
fense and one starter on the offensive
line, this year’s Westfield High School
football team, that defeated Elizabeth
for the first time in 23 years and won
its first playoff game since 2001 with
a victory over Bayonne to finish 7-4
last year, has focused on it’s first-year
starters to protect it’s talented skill
position players.

Offensively, the Blue Devils’
strength lies with the backfield and
receiving corps with senior quarter-
back Tony DiIorio, running back
Ricardo Johnson and seniors Chris
Sheehan and Jihad Billups, and jun-
iors Pat Gray and Hugo Nolasco as
receivers. Seniors Craig Dyer and
Mike Clark could see action at tight
end and senior TJ Mruz and junior Joe
Ondi are vying at fullback. Backup
quarterback Wesley Belle, a junior,
and running backs, junior Jhakyse
Williams, and senior Brett DeFazio
have had a really good preseason.

DiIorio had seven rushing touch-
downs (TDs) and eight passing TDs
last year, Sheehan set a school record
with 30 receptions and galloped for
six TDs and Johnson had a 75-yard
kickoff return for a TD, sped 742
yards and had eight TDs.

“We like our skill positions. They
are all kids who play multiple sports.
They are athletes,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said. “We just
got to do stuff up front. Block for
them!”

Senior Eric Moran, the only return-

ing starter on the offensive line, will
play tackle, along with junior Mike
Sheehan. Senior Dan Ludlum and jun-
ior Brandon Dietz will play guard and
senior Josh Firestone will be the center.

Defensively, Clark, juniors Chris
Fantini and Ondi, and sophomore AJ
Murray have been battling for the two
outside linebacker positions.

“They are coming together. We still
got some competition at outside line-
backer,” said DeSarno who added, “The
inside linebacker positions look pretty
good,” with Mruz, who started last year,
and Henry Kwok, both seniors.

The senior secondary consists of
Ricardo Johnson, DeFazio
(cornerback), and Chris Sheehan, who

moved from outside linebacker to
free safety. Billups, Nolasco and Wil-
liams, “are still in the mix. They all
had a good preseason so far,” com-
mented DeSarno.

Tackles Moran and Dietz, and de-
fensive ends, junior Willie Johnson,
a starter last year, and sophomore
Nick Matthews will make up the
defensive line.

“We’ve had guys, who got on the
field last year. Chris Sheehan played
a lot. Jihad got out there a lot but we
have some sophomores and juniors,
who are fighting a lot, which is not a
bad thing. It’s a good thing. It’s nice
to have some young kids getting into

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense has been the Westfield
High School boys soccer team’s
strong suit for several years, espe-
cially last year, but this year’s senior
heavy squad also appears to have the
finishing power to score many goals.

“We have almost an entirely senior
team,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “Position wise, we are
still in flux but, right now, we are going
to play a 4-4-2. We have four very
good strikers that will work in pairs.”

The strikers are seniors Tom
McManus, Vlad Bouchouev and Mike
Forgash, and sophomore Joe
Greenspan.

Last year’s solid defensive squad
allowed no more than one goal in any
given game and that defensive excel-
lence led the team to the Watchung
Conference title, the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 finals and a 13-5-
3 record. The good news is that all
four defensive players, who were
named First Team All-Union County,
return for their senior season.

Two of them, Pat Tresnan (back)
and center midfielder Mike Irving
have assumed the responsibility of
being team co-captains. The other
two, Todd Saunders and Nick Brezza,
will occupy an outside midfield and
back position, respectively.

Senior Kevin Murphy, junior Ryan
Jennings and possibly sophomore

Evan Heroux will also secure the
backfield. Jennings, who is also a
wrestler, may contribute some addi-
tional toughness to the backfield

“He’s a tough, tough, tough kid,”
whispered Kapner. “That’s why he is
in the back. His skill level isn’t quite
what Pat’s or Nick’s is but my good-

ness is he tough.”
Senior Matt Isabella, who also

played third base on the varsity base-
ball team, will also play in the center
midfield. In addition to Saunders,
seniors Andy Flood, Malcolm Opoku
and Matt Karnofsky may occupy the

KENNEDY 5 RBI; ALVAREZ 2-RUN DBLE, RBI SINGLE

Pats Rap St. Aloysius, 22-10,
For St. Bart’s Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Electricity in the air prior to the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship game between
St. Patrick, the Angels Division
champs, and St. Aloysius, the Saints
Division champs, at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on Labor Day, Sep-
tember 1, stirred some wily old veter-
ans to words.

“Should be a real good game, two
good teams! Everybody said before
the season that we were the teams. I
think there will be a lot of hitting

today,” predicted St. Al’s Bob Guy,
who has been with the league seven
years, competed in two previous
championships and had yet to come
home with a victory.

St. Al’s Tom Henderson, a 24-year
veteran, commented, “I won two as a
captain, lost one as a captain, won
two not as a captain and lost one. I
expect a lot of runs to score. They
have guys who hit home runs and we
have guys who hit home runs. It’s
Labor Day! Everybody wants to see a
good game.”

Making his fourth appearance in a

championship game, with two titles
under his belt, seven-year veteran
Keith Gibbons of the Pats said, “This
is the team that we knew back in June
would probably come out of that divi-
sion. When they finished first, it was
no surprise.”

No stranger to title games, Pats’
nine-year pitcher Al Betau has been
in seven, but has won only one. “I
think the game is more for having fun
and enjoying your team. This is the
last game you get to play with them.
We got a great group of guys. Nobody

LAW, GLOVER, KRUPER, CORNACCHIA TO LEAD TEAM

Lady Soccer Raiders Return
Very Strong Defense, Depth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once again, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team is set to give opponents head-
aches with the return of a very strong
defensive squad that yielded only
eight goals in 24 games last season.

Additionally, the Raiders will have
the luxury of abundant depth.

Relying on their outstanding de-
fense, last year’s Raiders won the
Watchung Conference and Union
County Tournament titles, competed
in the sectional finals and finished
with an 18-3-3 record.

That success was partly due to the
outstanding performance of Jackie
Law, who went on to notch 18 shutouts
and to be named First Team All-Union
County Coaches Poll. Law, a fine bas-
ketball player, used her rebounding
and quick leaping skills to make nu-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING AGAINST EXTRA POINTS…The Blue Devils work on defending against extra points during the scrimmage
game against Long Branch on August 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ST. BART’S OLDTIMERS MEN’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPS...St. Patrick defeated St. Aloysius, 22-10, on Labor
Day to claim the St. Bart’s League crown. Pictured, left to right, behind Al Betau are: front row; Kevin St. Onge, Sal Gano,
Jack Kennedy, Matt Marino, Gus Alvarez and Keith Gibbons; back row: Commissioner Dom Lawrence, Jim Killeen, Brian
Dunn, Kevin Spellman, Scott Curtis, Marty Bernstein, Dan Margolis, Brian Glod and Ken Miller

See All-Corbin Team
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