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POLICE BLOTTER

Resident Sues Board Over
Cooper Road Subdivision

Mr. Green respects Mrs. Stender’s
position on the matter, and said he
“would not support any legislation
that hurts Scotch Plains or Fanwood.”

He did have a message for his Re-
publican colleagues, however.

“You can quote me on this,” Mr. Green
said. “Republican legislators realize their
children can’t afford to live here, and
they need to look in the mirror.”

Republican Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) re-
sponded to Mr. Green’s comments by
saying, “I’m happy to talk in broad
concepts, but it doesn’t answer the ques-
tion:  why is the state imposing inaccu-
rate mandates and eliminating RCAs?”

Mr. Bramnick called the COAH
legislation “probably one of the worst
state mandates imposed,” since his
time in office. He said COAH is “ar-
bitrarily” assigning numbers to towns
based on “misleading” data.

Many COAH calculations, he said,
were based on looking at spaces upon
which towns could never build.

“COAH then said, ‘If we’re wrong,
you can apply to the state to reduce
your number [of affordable units].’
Why should a municipality have an-
other added burden?”

Mr. Bramnick also took issue with
a mandated 2.5 percent tax on all
commercial development that was in-
cluded in A500’s language.

“In a recession, now you’re going to
enact a developers’ tax? If you’re build-
ing a strip mall and are doing a $10
million project, we’re talking hundreds
of thousands of dollars,”  he said.

Mr. Bramnick could not understand
why the state would eliminate RCAs
– “a government mandate program
that was actually working… Now
they’re going to change it?”

Mr. Bramnick said he believes the
reaction from municipalities and the
League of Municipalities will be so
“overwhelming” that COAH and state
will have to change their stances.

He suggested COAH stress the re-
habbing of existing units and aban-
doned properties, instead of impos-
ing high-density housing on towns.

Mr. Bramnick also said the state
must eliminate Builders’ Remedy

Lawsuits and, in the future, make
housing suggestions after environ-
mental concerns are vetted.

“Is anyone surprised that the state
screwed up again?” he asked.

Mr. Bramnick suggested that
COAH, instead of making assessments
based on aerial maps, tour the regions
and “see what’s really available. Come
down and join us on the ground.”

Mr. Bramnick said the state must use
“common sense” because, in his opin-
ion, its policies are “forcing people out.”

He said the affordable-housing is-
sue is not a partisan matter, as Demo-
cratic mayors have joined the lawsuit
against COAH, and the League of
Municipalities, which has challenged
the legality of COAH’s third-round
rules, is led by Robert Bowser, the
Democratic mayor of East Orange.

“I’ve never seen a reaction like
this,” Mr. Bramnick said.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Cooper
Road resident has filed a lawsuit
against the township’s planning board,
claiming the board acted improperly
earlier this year when it approved a
major subdivision adjacent to his
property.

Vincent DeLisi of 1230 Cooper
Road filed suit in Union County Su-
perior Court seeking to overturn the
board’s April 28 approval of the ap-
plication by Anthony D’Amore to
subdivide the rear portions of the
adjoining properties at 1240 and 1250
Cooper Road and convert those rear
lots into two new conforming lots
that would front on an extension of
the Eton Row cul-de-sac. Mr.
D’Amore plans to build a house on
one of the two new lots and leave the
other lot vacant for the time being.
Both houses on the lots fronting Coo-
per Road will remain.

Throughout the board’s hearings

this year, Mr. DeLisi contended that
an approval would make it difficult
for him to subdivide and develop his
own property, which is similar in size
and shape to the two other Cooper
Road lots. Mr. DeLisi sought to have
the board force Mr. D’Amore to ex-
tend Eton Row into the rear of his
(Mr. DeLisi’s) property to improve
access should he (Mr. DeLisi) even-
tually decide to subdivide.

Earlier this month, the township
council approved up to $3,500 in funds
to pay for legal counsel to defend the
planning board in the matter. Board
attorney Robert Pansulla, who will
represent the board before state Su-
perior Court Judge Walter Barisonek,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times this week that he believes the
board “acted properly” in approving
the application. From the board’s per-
spective, he said, it was “obligated to
approve the subdivision.”

Mr. Pansulla said he expects a de-
cision within 90 days.

High School (SPFHS) and offered
their assistance in making improve-
ments. Board members agreed and
Mr. Del Sordi recently took the group
on a walk-through of SPFHS.

Ms. Canevari called the committee
of six a “great size.”

“Thank you, Mr. Del Sordi, for
allowing this,” she said.

Board President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse suggested that the group
now involve the facilities committee,
forming a sub-committee with Mr.
O’Connor to make recommendations
for the high school. Mr. Whitehouse
said the information would then be
brought to the board during a public
meeting.

“We were concerned and wanted to
do what we can to help,” Ms. Canevari
said.

Cindy Clancy Warren also ad-
dressed the board, noting the recent
New Jersey Monthly Magazine poll
of the “Top New Jersey High Schools
2008,” in which SPFHS was placed at
69. She asked about the criteria used
for the magazine’s placements.

Superintendent Hayes explained
some of the factors that are taken into
account and include school environ-
ment (average class size, student-fac-
ulty ratio, student-computer ratio).

She said the district is “struggling
somewhat” to get the technology bud-
get up to par.

SAT scores are also taken into ac-
count. Superintendent Hayes pointed
out that there are many factors out-
side of the school that can affect SAT
scores. Also included is student per-
formance, such as the percentage of
students scoring advanced proficiency
on the HSPA tests and student out-
comes/graduation rates.

Superintendent Hayes said school
officials will be working with the
SPFHS guidance department to make
an analysis on student outcome and
explained how the choice to go to a
four-year college can be a financial

one and pointed out how students can
transfer to a four-year school after
finishing two years at a county col-
lege.

“It is very respectable to be in the
Top 75,” Superintendent Hayes said.

Additionally, Superintendent
Hayes gave an instructional update
on the NJ ASK test for grades 5
through 8, and why parents have not
received their child’s scores yet. She
explained that the panel of teachers
who evaluate the results and set bench-
marks each year decided that they
wanted “to raise the bar and apply a
new, higher standard to the test stu-
dents took in ’08.”

She said parents should expect to
receive the results in the earlier part
of September and should be aware
that if students’ scores have moved
them, for example, from “Advanced
Proficient” to “Proficient” it could
“be largely tied to the fact that it was
harder this time to be proficient.”

Board members also approved stu-
dents for out-of-district placement in
private schools for the 2008-2009
school year, totaling $3.4 million,
and students for out-of-district place-
ment in public schools for the up-
coming school year, totaling $2.3
million.

The board also approved
Thursday’s revised curriculum
proficiencies for 2008-2009 in the
areas of AP U.S. History, Grade 1
Social Studies and Grade 2 Social
Studies (each will now be a distinct
year), and World Language
proficiencies (Spanish grades 6
through 8, grade 10’s Spanish 3 and
grade 9’s French 2), as well as the
elementary, fifth grade and middle
school programs.

Board member Sasha Slocum, cur-
riculum committee chairwoman,
noted that they worked on the middle
school language courses because stu-
dents are now becoming “quite profi-
cient” before they reach sixth grade.

mayor said.
Mayor Mahr said the borough has

reached a contract agreement to pur-
chase the Livingston-Wilbor build-
ing property, but the closing is still
pending. The borough approved a $2-
million bond ordinance last Novem-
ber to purchase the property at 238
South Avenue to help complete the
redevelopment of 6.5 acres of the
borough’s downtown along South
Avenue.

The building was the scene of a
construction accident early last year
when a firewall at the Station Mews
project, one of the other redevelop-
ment projects, collapsed on the

Livington-Wilbor building.
She said it was important the bor-

ough take control of the property so
as not to have a light-industrial use in
the middle of the block.

She said the purchase of the prop-
erty by the borough would have “ab-
solutely no affect on our (municipal)
budgets” and would attract new
rateables and thus help “spread around
the tax burden.”

Sovereign Bank occupies the
other building in the redevelopment
area. The mayor said the bank is
“committed” to being a participant
in the borough’s redevelopment
project.

Westfield
Monday, August 25, John Garofalo,

26, of Union was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Woodland Avenue on a criminal
warrant for $150 from North Arling-
ton and a traffic warrant from
Westfield for $231. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, August 25, Gian Nieto,
18, of Westfield was arrested on the
600 block of Dorian Road and charged
with criminal trespass. According to
police, Nieto allegedly entered
Westfield High School after finding
an open door, which resulted in acti-
vation of an alarm. He was released
on his own recognizance.

Tuesday, August 26, David Sharpe,
31, of Westfield was arrested at Clifton
Street and Beverly Drive and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He also was issued a summons for
refusal to submit breath samples.
Sharpe was released to a responsible
individual.

Monday, September 1, Patrick
Hughes, 19, of Westfield was arrested
at his residence on a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was released after post-
ing $130 bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, August 29, Jamar Green,

24, of Cincinnati, Ohio was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Friday, August 29, a resident of
Hetfield Avenue reported that some-
one damaged a decoration valued at
$50 while it was hanging in the yard.

Friday, August 29, Thomas
Denovellis, 43, of Jackson was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Friday, August 29, Jayson Knowles,
21, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance after be-
ing stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, he was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, August 30, Marco
Giasullo, 21, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). According to po-

lice, officers responded to a report
from a homeowner stating that
Giasullo’s car was parked on their
lawn. While investigating the inci-
dent, police smelled alcohol on the
suspect’s breath, authorities reported.
Giasullo was processed and released,
police said.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Short Hills Lane reported that some-
one entered her motor vehicle and
removed several compact disks and
loose change.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Cedar Grove Terrace reported that
someone entered her home and re-
moved her laptop computer valued at
approximately $300.

Mountainside
Thursday, August 28, Rafael R.

Modenese, 30, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of East
Orange in the amount of $500.

Friday, August 29, Laura Murin,
44, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with DWI after being in-
volved in a motor vehicle accident on
Mill Lane. According to police, when
officers arrived at the scene of the
accident, Murin was having difficulty
maintaining her balance, and a bag of
empty beer cans was found in the
vehicle. After failing a field sobriety
test, Murin was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed
and released to her 24-year-old son.

Sunday, August 31, officers re-
ported to the Atlantic Health Care
Paramedic building after observing
smoke coming from a roof vent. Ac-
cording to police, an engine compart-
ment fire in one of the emergency
vehicles was observed.

Paramedics stated that the ambu-
lance had been used 30 minutes prior
to being parked, with no indication of
a problem, officers reported. The ve-
hicle was towed from the location
and no other damage was sustained,
authorities said.

Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.
Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for a violation of a court order
after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation.

Fanwood
(No data provided)

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRASH...A 17-year-old girl driving up Cowperthwaite Place, Tuesday night,
missed seeing a car coming up Clark Street in Westfield and broad-sided the
vehicle. No injuries were reported, and the fire department guarded against
danger from gasoline spills.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Democratic congressional candidate Linda Stender joins
Scotch Plains mayoral candidate Kevin Glover in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s
Italian Festival this weekend.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican congressional candidate Leonard Lance joins
Scotch Plains council candidate Mary DePaola (left) and mayoral candidate Nancy
Malool (right) in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s Italian Festival this weekend.
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Legislation Debated

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPIN ZONE...A young resident is all smiles while partaking in a fun ride at the
Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day weekend.
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 Renovations of Firehouses,
Panels Estimated at $1.85 Mil.

[at the town-wide budget meeting],”
Mayor Mahr responded. “I never heard
[from residents] that we waste money.
I heard anger at the state and maybe the
county.”

“We don’t waste money in this
town,” the mayor continued.” “There
is no pork and no fat [in the budget]
and, as for opening our books, we’re
happy to do that…that’s why we have
budget meetings for eight months.”

The mayor added that she and other
officials are also available to discuss
budget issues at Borough Hall.

In other business Tuesday night, Mr.
Estis said he has sent a letter to Cingular
(Now called  the NewAT&T Wireless)
regarding an agreement the cell phone
provider has with the borough to lease
space on its communications tower.

Despite a contract, Cingular never
followed through to actually use the
tower, resulting in a loss of potential
revenue for the borough.

Mr. Estis said the borough has re-
quested to “enter into mediation” with
Cingular so that it can re-bid the
tower lease contract with an eye to-
ward making a deal with another in-
terested company.

The governing body also discussed
options for applying for the county’s
annual recreation trust grant program.

The borough’s recreation commis-
sion has said it would like to apply for

funds to help support the Fanwood
Youth Organization (FYO) sports pro-
gram, various sports field improve-
ments and the “Summer Park” pro-
gram, and to finance a picnic pavilion
at LaGrande Park, tennis court reno-
vations at Forest Road Park and air
conditioning at the LaGrande Park
building.

Noting that the county’s grant pro-
gram requires matching funds from
the borough, Councilman Bruce
Walsh said, “I think I would be op-
posed to this. I don’t think we can
afford to do anything that could po-
tentially cost us money.”

Councilman Valian said that while
he encouraged the recreation com-
mission to consider its potential grant
funding priorities, “I suggested [that
they should not] be surprised if [the]
council comes back and says these
are expenses that we don’t want to
commit to right now.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough
would likely be able to apply for
grants for the FYO, Summer Park,
and possibly the LaGrande air condi-
tioning; she said the first two would
not require an appropriation to meet
the matching requirement.
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MS BOE OKs Calendar,
Hires Services Supervisor

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education ap-
proved a number of measures in anticipa-
tion of the new school year during its
meeting on Tuesday, including an
amended 2008-2009 school calendar. The
board also approved the hiring of Mary
Humphries as the district’s supervisor of
special services. Ms. Humphries comes
to Mountainside from Randolph, and has
more than 20 years of experience in spe-
cial education roles. Ms. Humphries’ will
be paid a salary of $104,481.

One of the main changes to the school
calendar is moving Deerfield School’s
“Back to School” night from Thursday,
September 18 to Wednesday, September
17. Chief Schools Administrator Jeanette
Baubles said this was done to avoid a
conflict with Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights (which serves
the district’s high school students), which
has planned its “Back to School” night for
September 18.

Additionally, the new calendar calls
for a half-day on December 23 and the
addition of February 17 as a day off. Ms.
Baubles explained that an earlier draft of
the school calendar did not include May
1. When this mistake was corrected, Feb-
ruary 17 was changed to an off day.

The board said the new calendar will be
posted on the district’s website and sent
home with students on Friday. The board
also planned to send out an e-alert to
parents regarding the changes to the cal-
endar.

“She has a varied special education
background,” Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said. “That was one of the
clinchers, I think.”

The board also accepted a $1,995 grant

from the Independence, MO-based In-
ternational Academy of Science, which
along with $2,000 in matching funds
from the district will be used to purchase
the Acellus Learning System. Accord-
ing the company’s website, this soft-
ware will aid students in math, reading
and science.

During the meeting, Deerfield School
Principal Robert Phillips and Thomas
Conroy, supervisor of curriculum and
instruction, presented a PowerPoint
slideshow explaining the district’s new
mentoring plan, professional develop-
ment plan and Mountainside Educators’
Institute course. These programs help
both new and experienced teachers
through such means as a mentoring pro-
gram, workshops and tuition reimburse-
ment.

“We want to become life-long learn-
ers,” Mr. Phillips said. “Things that we
teach our students, we want to model for
them.”

The board approved these programs on
Tuesday, along with the district’s action
plan and vision, mission and goals. Also
approved on Tuesday were the district’s
Affirmative Action handbook,
foodservice biosecurity management plan,
staff guidelines and emergency manage-
ment plan.

In other matters, the board approved
Diane Leick as speech language spe-
cialist, Jana MacMillan and Linda
Shanahan as Affirmative Action offic-
ers, Marie McGrath as substitute caller
and Wayne DeVico as audio specialist.
Stipends were also approved for girls’
assistant basketball coach Stacey Walk-
ingstick, boys’ soccer coach Christo-
pher O’Brien, girls’ field hockey coach
Patrice Maxwell and girls’ soccer coach
Anthony Bento.

Fanwood Commission
Offers ‘Green’ Tips

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Envi-
ronmental Commission has released
a list of tips on how to be earth-
friendly when purchasing school sup-
plies. Gary Szelc, chairman, suggests
reusing last year’s school supplies,
such as backpacks, calculators, scis-
sors, binders and lunchboxes.

Choose recycled paper for com-
puters and notebooks. Purchase re-
fillable pens and mechanical pencils.

Reuse papers that are only printed
on one side. Printer cartridges should
be reused or recycled. When buying
backpacks and lunch boxes, look for
types made from natural, renewable
or recycled materials that are free of
lead and PVC. Don’t buy single-serv-
ing items or individually wrapped
chips, pretzels and snack cakes. Pur-
chase in bulk.

Instead of dropping the kids off at
school, walk them to school when the
weather is nice.

Reduce waste by choosing prod-
ucts with less packaging; buy items
made from renewable or recycled
materials; recycle items after you’re
done with them whenever possible.

Last month, the shared services com-
mittee discussed implementing such
a system in which authorities can
contact residents in the event of an
emergency.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil listened to two environmental pro-
posals from Sal Trifero, who urged
the township government to become
involved in the “Cool Cities Cam-
paign,” which involves governments
reducing carbon emissions via the
purchase of hybrid automobiles, ret-
rofitting existing buildings or design-
ing new buildings to contain energy-
saving equipment, and dedicating a
certain percentage of energy used in
township-owned building to gas, so-
lar, wind and other renewable energy
sources.

“You can become the standard-
bearer for your own residents,” Mr.
Trifero said, adding that other area
towns including Summit and Cranford

have signed onto the program, which
is voluntary and is not subject to state
or federal government oversight or
mandates.

Mayor Marks asked that all paper-
work regarding the program be for-
warded to Township Attorney Brian
Levine for review.

Mr. Trifero also urged participa-
tion in a “Community Gardens” pro-
gram in which a piece of public or
private property is set aside for a sort-
of community-wide gardening effort.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool said
the former zoo property behind the
Frazee House on Raritan Road “would
be a perfect spot” for a large-scale
garden.

Mayor Marks said the township’s
Environmental Commission should
first examine the details of how such a
garden would be administered and
whether to site it on public or private
land.
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