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Lawmakers Split on Merits
Of Affordable-Housing Leg.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a two-part series on legal
challenges to new regulations on low
to moderate income housing rules in
New Jersey. The first part was pub-
lished in our August 21 issue.

AREA – Independent of the League
of Municipalities’ administrative
challenge to the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH), there is a leg-
islative aspect to the matter. This year,
state legislators passed bills in their
respective houses that govern the pos-
sible recourses towns have in fulfill-
ing their affordable-housing obliga-
tions.

In the State Assembly, Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) along with
one other Democrat, Paul Moriarty
(LD-4), split from their party during
the last roll call, and joined ranks
with Republicans, voting against the
passage of A500, an Assembly bill
that eliminated Regional Contribu-
tion Agreements (RCAs). RCAs per-
mit municipalities to transfer a cer-
tain portion of their fair-share hous-
ing obligation outside of the munici-
pal borders.

According to language found in A-
500, RCAs have “proven to not be a
viable method of ensuring that an
adequate supply and variety of hous-
ing choices are provided in munici-
palities experiencing growth.”

Mrs. Stender disagrees with that
notion, telling The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that during her time as mayor
of Fanwood in the early 1990s, the
borough utilized RCAs frequently,
helping to provide affordable hous-
ing in places such as Elizabeth.

“The RCA is a valuable tool for a
municipality to use,” she said. “We
should allow towns to provide fund-
ing to areas that are able to support
high-density structures. It’s a good
vehicle for towns to meet their obli-
gations to try and solve a real and
difficult problem. It’s a mistake to
eliminate that aspect.”

During her time as mayor, Mrs.
Stender said the Fanwood Borough
Council addressed many COAH-re-
lated issues.

“We fought developers coming in
and using the COAH ruling as a club.
Existing structures would be knocked
down, and they’d file Builder’s Rem-
edy Lawsuits for high-density afford-

able housing,” Mrs. Stender said.
When asked, Mrs. Stender said her

A500 vote was not influenced by her
7th Congressional District run against
Leonard Lance – in which, if victori-
ous, she would represent large por-
tions of Hunterdon and Somerset
counties, which tend to feature more
rural, wealthier, conservative areas
of the state.

“My responsibility is to the com-
munity I serve,” Mrs. Stender said. “I
vote in terms of the 22nd District.
Those towns used the RCA as a tool
to work in an efficient way to meet
their obligations. It’s a sensible solu-
tion. COAH argues that RCAs have
been abused, but removing it as a
means is not a good step for us.”

Mrs. Stender said many munici-
palities have difficulty computing
their fair-share obligations, fending
with ratios that she called “almost
intentionally confusing” and COAH
calculations that she deemed “ab-
surd.”

Fellow LD-22 Democrat Jerry
Green voted in favor of A500’s pas-
sage and said his decision is based on
the notion that “we have a generation
of people who have lived here their
entire lives and can’t afford to live in
this state. Teachers, firemen, police-
men — they work in a municipality
and can’t afford to live there.”

Mr. Green said the legislation does
not “force” affordable housing on
any one municipality. He also said
the COAH legislation is not meant to
punish towns such as Westfield and
Scotch Plains, which have been com-
pliant; rather, “we’re talking about
new communities who have ignored
their responsibility [to provide af-
fordable housing].”

Mr. Green believes that when af-
fordable housing is provided, a more
stable, positive environment goes
hand-in-hand.

“We’re trying to give a quality house
and a quality atmosphere to people,”
he said. “Packing them in isn’t the
answer. They need to have a chance at
a quality education. Instead of throw-
ing a few dollars at them and, in a
year, having it disappear. Affordable
housing will address a number of
things. It takes into consideration
education, safety and quality of life.”

He acknowledged that the COAH
legislation is not “perfect,” but said,
“We have to start some place.”
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Terrill Middle School Hires
 New Assistant Principal, Richards
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes announced
at Thursday’s public board meeting
that Kimberly Richards has been hired
as the new Terrill Middle School’s
assistant principal. Superintendent
Hayes described her as a “very warm,
caring and child-centered person.”

Ms. Richards will be leaving the
Morris School District, which covers
Morristown, Morris Township and
Morris Plains schools. She has taught
at the middle school level for 15 years
and has taught both mathematics and

science, and has also worked as a
teacher coach-leader, working to help
coach other teachers. She most re-
cently was on staff at Frelinghuysen
Middle School in Morristown.

“We are very happy and very
pleased to have her on board,” Super-
intendent Hayes said of Ms. Richards.
“She loves middle school and really
has a wonderful way of connecting
with that age group.”

Ms. Richards is expected to begin
at Terrill on Monday, September 15,
or sooner, Superintendent Hayes said.

Facilities committee chairman Rob
O’Connor gave an update on the
modular classrooms at Terrill.

“I think parents are going to be
pleasantly surprised at how nice this
classroom space looks,” he said.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi said he believes they
will be able to use the facilities during
the week of September 8. Four classes
will meet in the modular classrooms
and for the few days that the rooms
will not be ready, students will attend

their classes in other parts of the
school.

“This will only be for about three
days and will not cause a great deal of
disruption,” Superintendent Hayes
said.

During the “Good of the Order”
portion of the meeting, Superinten-
dent Hayes commended Mr. Del
Sordi, as well as the maintenance
crew, for the “outstanding work they
did this summer” with the modular
classrooms.

“It’s going to be very good class-
room space for our students,” she
said.

Bonnie Canevari was one audience
member who addressed the board
during the public comment portion of
the meeting.

“I am happy to report that we were
able to arrange this walk-through,”
she said, referring to the group of
parents who addressed the board in
June about their concerns over the
condition of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Builder Completes Purchase
Of Bld. in FW Redev. Zone

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — One of the last
remaining properties in the redevel-
opment of Fanwood’s downtown was
sold last week, paving the way for
construction of a third, mixed-use
building on South Avenue.

Charles and Margaret Cobb sold
the property to Fanwood Village In-
vestors, LLC, whose principal is Roy
Pascal of Westfield.

As previously reported by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Fanwood Village Investors, LLC’s
plans for 254 and 256 South Avenue
includes 9,700 square feet of retail
space at street level with two upper
floors containing eight condo-
minium units each, for a total of 16
units. The planning board granted
preliminary site approval last De-
cember.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
called the completion of the sale of

the property, which previously housed
the Internet Lounge, “very exciting.”

“I’m pleased to hear that Jeffrey
Realty has closed on the Internet cafe
property. This corner property is at
the true crossroads of the borough,
and completion of this project will be
a great benefit and source of pride to
the community,” Fanwood Planning
Board Chairman Greg Cummings
said.

 “It’s all been for me the design of
the projects,” Mayor Colleen Mahr
told The Times. She said residents
would be happy with the “quality” of
the materials used in the design of the
new building, which is in keeping
with the architecture of the redevel-
opment area.

“It will be another building in the
redevelopment plan that residents will
embrace,” she said.

The redevelopment area is bordered
by South, Martine and LaGrande
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER FESTIVAL...Crowds flock to the 34th Annual Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day
weekend. Families and friends gathered for rides, food, games and live entertainment each evening. Vendors provided
assortments of pizza, pasta, Italian sausage, zeppole, chicken and calzones.

Courtesy of William Palatucci
GOP AT TWIN CITIES...The stage is set at the convention floor Monday night
for the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn. Many officials,
including President George W. Bush, could not attend as they were performing
emergency duties in response to Hurricane Gustav bashing Louisiana and other
regions of the Gulf Coast.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Archives
READING, WRITING AND ARITHMETIC…Classes begin today at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, shown above, and the rest of public schools in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SKY HIGH...Riders get a thrill on the amusement rides at the 34th Annual Saint
Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day weekend.
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Lower Revenue Projections
Could Stall Rec. Requests

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Just a couple of
weeks after finally putting this year’s
municipal budget to bed, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the Borough Council
Tuesday night turned their attention
to the next spending plan.

“I know we just got finished [with
the 2008 budget],” Fred Tomkins, the
borough’s chief financial officer, said
at the governing body’s monthly
agenda meeting. “But, we sort of have
to get started again.”

Mr. Tomkins began by looking at
the revenue side of the budget pic-
ture.

“What I see right now is some of
the things we had problems with [this
year] are going to repeat themselves
again,” Mr. Tomkins said.

Specifically, Mr. Tomkins pointed
to less expected revenue from fees for
construction code permits, munici-
pal court and “general fees,” in addi-
tion to an anticipated drop in interest
from investments.

“Because we have much less in
surplus, we don’t have much to in-
vest,” said Mr. Tomkins, adding that
the borough “should be able to re-
plenish” some surplus funds in the
next budget.

As for the construction code fees,
Mr. Tomkins said current permit fees
are not covering costs, meaning the
borough is “breaking even or maybe
even losing money.”

“We may need to look at that; these
are things we need to keep an eye on,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

On the appropriations side of the
budget, Mr. Tomkins said the state is
again expected to reduce municipal

aid; plus, he said, “we know there are
some [costs] that we know will go
up.”

“We are going to have budget is-
sues again,” continued Mr. Tomkins.
“They are not going away…it’s not
going to be pleasant.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce re-
sponded, “We have to make some
decisions [now] that are going to
have an impact in January.”

“You cannot wait; I agree,” Mr.
Tomkins answered.

Councilman David Valian asked
whether new development downtown
would have a positive impact on the
next budget.

“There should be some impact from
development,” said Mr. Tomkins,
adding, “It won’t change the levy, but
it could impact the [municipal tax]
rate.”

Mr. Tomkins said he plans to dis-
cuss other budget appropriations is-
sues at next month’s agenda meeting.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, only one person spoke.

Woodland Avenue resident Tom
Tzerefos said, “I want to stay here
when I retire,” but he said he doesn’t
think he’ll be able to afford the prop-
erty taxes.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
responded that Mr. Tzerefos may be
able to qualify and apply for a senior
citizens’ property tax reduction;
Mayor Mahr said the borough would
send him information.

Mr. Tzerefos also said, “People in
this town think you waste money.
Can you open your books and show
people where the money goes?”

“I think that’s what we did on July 9
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Estimates Renovations for Both
Firehouses, Solar Panels at $1.85 Mil.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said Tuesday night that
construction estimates had been re-
ceived for renovations to the north-
side and south-side firehouses, but
that further review is necessary be-
fore actual work begins on the two
facilities.

Architect Michael Giambalvo sub-
mitted what Township Manager
Michael Capabianco called “prelimi-
nary of preliminary of preliminary
estimates” for the firehouse build-
ings located at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Raritan Road and behind
the municipal building. The estimates

call for $1.34 million in upgrades for
the north-side building, which was
built in 1948 as a public works garage
and then renovated into a firehouse in
1969, and $261,000 in renovations to
the 50-year-old south-side building.
An additional $250,000 was included
for solar panels for the north-side
facility.

Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis has yet to
review the estimates. Furthermore,
Mr. Capabianco told the council he
thought the estimated expense for a
project manager was too high and
said he would meet next week with
Mr. Ellis, Assistant Township Engi-
neer Joseph Timko and Public Works
Director Kevin Ward to discuss how

to best manage the project.
Councilman Kevin Glover asked

that the cost of possibly relocating
fire department personnel during the
renovations be secured as soon as
possible so that those expenses are
known in advance of the actual up-
grades.

The planned renovations, for the
southside firehouse include, new
floors and ceilings, refurbished bath-
rooms, a renovated and upgraded
kitchen, new flooring and lighting in
the garage, a new air conditioning
system and a keyless entry system.
Plans for the northside firehouse call
for a small addition at the rear of the
two-story building to house an area
for additional storage on the ground
floor and a new kitchen area up-
stairs. In addition, there will be new
walls, ceilings and floors installed,
the entire parking lot will be re-
paved, a new air conditioning sys-
tem will be installed, the exercise
area will be renovated and the insu-
lation will be replaced.

In other business, Mayor Marks
said he has been informed that Verizon
Fios subscribers in Scotch Plains are
“days away” from being able to view
the township’s local access television
channel. Township officials have been
pressing Verizon for the past year to
ensure that township residents who
subscribe to Verizon FiOS for their
cable television service are able to
receive TV-34.

The mayor said he is not yet
aware of the actual FiOS channel
on which the municipal channel
will be available, but that every
effort will be made to inform those
subscribers of that information
once it is known.

On another matter, the council
hopes it can arrange a demonstration
later this month with officials from
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education on the
workings of a reverse 911 system.

Area Students – Best of luck for the 2008-2009 school year


