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McEVOY RIPS NET TWICE, BROWNSTEIN SCORES ONE

Raiders Hit Mark in 2nd Half
To Bury Soccer Farmers, 3-1

By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior forward Brendon McEvoy
drilled two authoritative shots into
the upper netting in the second half
and junior Justin Brownstein followed
with the icing to lead the 10-7-2 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team to a 3-1 victory over
visiting 8-8-1 Union on October 22.

With both teams hovering on the
lower rung of the ladder for state quali-
fication, securing as many victories as
possible before the cutoff time was
essential and the Farmers took the first
step. Marco Avella slid a great pass
over to Dan Bartok, alone on the right
side, who ripped a right-to-left shot
past Raider goalie Anthony Zukofsky
only 2:10 into the game.

That only awakened the sleeping
giant. With team captain Joe
D’Annunzio, who had been playing
in the backfield for several games,
moving up to center forward and Chris
Freeman securing the center
backfield, the pressure on Farmer
goalie Jon DeOliveira was enormous.
The Raiders launched nine shots on
goal and D’Annunzio took the lion’s
share with some dangerous headers
and a right-footer that caused a hum-
ming sound to emanate from the cross-
bar. A few other shots whizzed just
over the crossbar and by halftime
DeOliveira had made five saves and

the score remained 1-0. Zukofsky fin-
ished with two saves before being
replaced by Michael Bumiller in the
second half.

“It’s a change we talked about mak-
ing. We were playing Steve Bello in
the right back. I had Mike Henkels on
the field and went back with Bello in
the midfield because I felt that we
weren’t getting the most out of him.
He is more of a midfielder and he
played exceptionally well today,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
said. “We couldn’t score goals in our
last four games. We had opportunities.
I decided to go with Joey up front. It
hurts us a little bit defensively but we
had to go for the offense. That pressure
eventually pays off.”

“Joey has more speed to see if we
could get something happening up
there. We were working on that in
practice,” said McEvoy.

Down by one, D’Annunzio switched
to the center backfield in the second
half. The Raiders put Farmer backup
goalie Jason Esteves on the defensive
but were unable to score until McEvoy
received a pass from D’Annunzio and
zinged a left-footed shot from 15-
yards out into the upper netting with
29:40 remaining.

“I think we needed more solid de-
fense back there since they scored
that goal on us. We got more offen-
sive because he (D’Annunzio) was

able to distribute the ball up to us,”
McEvoy said. “I came down the line.
Joey gave it to me. The first time I just
tucked it in left foot over the keeper’s
head.”

One minute later, McEvoy, receiv-
ing a pass from Eddie Byron, dupli-
cated that feat with equally deadly
accuracy to put the Raiders ahead 2-1.

“I went down a little, kicked it by
one guy, gave it off to Byron, he
touched it back to me and I tucked it
in one more time,” explained McEvoy.

“Brendon is one of the purest shoot-
ers on the team. He strikes an excel-
lent, excellent ball. On some occa-
sions, he doesn’t get himself into
shooting position enough but he is,
without a doubt, one of the best, if not
the best, striker of the ball on the run,”
coach Breznitsky said.

Fifteen minutes later Raider junior
Michael Henkels booted a shot into
Brownstein, who put the icing on the
cake.

“Henkels was able to get a ball
through. I got my head on it past the
keeper and I turned it,” said
Brownstein, who added, “It felt good
to win after losing tough games to
New Providence and Elizabeth.”

“Hopefully we broke this little jinx
or drought we have had (scoring),”
coach Breznitsky said.
Union 1 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 3 3

Opportunistic Crusaders Stun
Blue Devils, 2-0, in UCT Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

So many missed opportunities de-
nied the top-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team the oppor-
tunity to face rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood for the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) Championship. De-
spite having an overwhelming domi-
nance in possession of the ball it was
the fourth-seeded A.L. Johnson Cru-
saders, who made good on two of
their five realistic opportunities to
grab a 2-0 victory in the UCT semi-
final round in Clark on October 24.

“I thought we were really flat in the
beginning. We got caught off-guard.
We out-shot them. We out-shot our
opponents all season. This is the story
of Westfield. Not finishing it! They
had maybe three shots and they put
two away. I got to hand it to Johnson.
They came out hard. They were feisty,
really scrappy. They played a great
game and nobody can take that away
from them,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Wertheimer.

The 12-2-2 Blue Devils, ranked 11th
entering the game, out-shot the 12-0-
3 Crusaders, 6-3, in the first half but
ALJ striker Rachel Syko eluded a
defender on the left side of the box,
received a pass from Kristy Pflug and
ripped a left-to-right shot into the net
with 33:19 on the clock. After Blue
Devil midfielder Arielle Ziering just
missed on a shot, Grace Mackenzie
had a great opportunity from 10-yards
out but her kick skid just left of the
near post. Blue Devil midfielder Katie
Pounce approached a fine throw-in to
the box but could not quite get her foot
on it before Crusader goalie Danielle
Kohen grabbed the ball.

Trailing 1-0, the Blue Devils went
right to work in the second half when
senior midfielder Tara Handza slid a
perfect lead to sophomore forward
Samantha Costello, whose shot just
missed. With 28:43 on the clock, Kohen
blocked another shot from Costello but
the rebound came back to Costello
where she drilled a shot into the near
post. Later, on two occasions, sopho-
more forward Hannah Kronick sent
two good leads into Costello but Kohen,
who finished with nine saves, made the
saves. Kronick also took a shot from
10-yards out but Kohen made the save.

“They are feeling a lot of pressure.
This is the first time in a long time
that we have been ranked this high.
We turned it up in the second half but
we still didn’t connect,” coach
Wertheimer said.

With 24:06 on the clock, Syko
passed toward Pflug, who collided
with a Blue Devil defender, but found

herself in a good position to drill in
the second Crusader goal. Costello
nailed what appeared to be a goal five
minutes later but it was negated due
to an off-side call.

“We were ranked, so there was a lot
riding on it. They had nothing to lose.
We had everything to lose. I have a
relatively young team. I have several
people out here who have never played
been in this situation. I think they
were very nervous. They let it get to
their heads. I thought that second
goal, I wish the referee would have

made a call on that (big push),” coach
Wertheimer said. “Am I upset? Yes!
Does that mean it’s the end of the
season for us? No! I think we still
have enough of a season left that we
can make something happen. It’s still
a goal of ours to win a state sectional.
That would be the first time in a long
time and I think having youth on our
side will be an advantage. I think they
are going to be able to rebound better
than if we had a team full of seniors.”
AL Johnson 1 1 2
Westfield 0 0 0

We insure all drivers

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING HEAVY PRESSURE ON THE FARMERS…Raiders Joe D’Annunzio, No. 11, Brendon McEvoy, No. 7, and
Brian Kahn, No. 8, applied serious pressure on the Farmer defense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING AN IMPACT…Blue Devil Katie Ponce, No. 20, added a physical
presence in the game against the Crusaders.
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SPLIT NEW CONSTRUCTION COLONIAL

$595,000
$569,000

$774,900

$449,000 $1,279,000 $449,000

This bright well-built Expanded Ranch features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen,
Formal Dining Room, Living Room with wood burning fireplace, three season porch, two car
attached garage with entry in rear of house, central air conditioning, gas heat and a full
unfinished basement with high ceilings. This lovely home sits on just over a third of an acre
of property with the driveway leading to a cul-de-sac. Located in the prestigious Parkwood
Section, with tree-lined streets, on the south side of Scotch Plains. Convenient to Fanwood
and Westfield train stations and the Garden State Parkway. Directions: Lambertsmill to
Seward to Sylvan Lane #1429. MLS # 2592362

Peer into the past, 1918, and find a home filled with charm and detail unmatched today! Guests
are welcomed by an inviting “rocking chair” front porch surrounded by professionally
landscaped grounds. Your first steps into the foyer reveal diagonal oak flooring with inlaid
border. This theme is carried into the Living Room with the addition of chestnut colonnaded
entry way. This spacious home has been updated with a first floor Master Bedroom and Master
Bath with wood burning fireplace. If you are looking for room to entertain the family do not
miss the spacious (28` X 24`) Family Room with high ceilings, hardwood floors and French
doors leading to the lovely patio and wisteria covered pergola floors. This lovingly restored 5
Bedroom Colonial is perfectly situated convenient to Westfield`s fine schools, NYC transportation
and shopping. Directions: South Chestnut to 4 th Avenue #646. MLS # 2556888

Wonderful brand new Colonial in Garwood. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths. Master Bedroom Suite
with a large walk in closet. Gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Large kitchen with
Granite counters, center island, stainless appliances. Second floor laundry. Large basement
with 9 foot ceiling ripe for finishing. 2 car attached garage. Quality throughout. Close to
town and transportation. Directions: South-Center Street to Spruce Right on Spruce #401.
MLS # 2540595

Formal Dining Room, Family Room, Hardwood Floors, Large Deck, Master Bedroom with
1/2 Bath, one car built-in Garage. Moments to schools, parks, transit. MLS # 2574685

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

This charming Colonial has character mixed with modern amenities that make a perfect
place to call home. Featuring 3 Bedrooms, 1 Full and 1 Half Bath, Living Room, Formal
Dining Room with sliding glass doors to deck, gleaming hardwood floors, finished
basement, Central Air Conditioning, attached garage, new landscaping and much more.
Located just 2 blocks to town and train. MLS #2592826

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


