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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

October 31, 1998: The Blue Devil
football team, surged from a 10-0
deficit in the second quarter and
gushed with 29 points to bounce
eighth-ranked Union, 29-10, at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Brandon Doerr had
TD passes to Maurice Boatwright
and Todd Dowling, who also had a
rushing TD. Kevin McCormack bur-
ied the Farmers by scoring on a double
reverse.

October 29, 1999: A determined
Raider football team stormed into
Irvington and returned with a 35-6
victory. Raider senior Nathan Jones
galloped for 158 yards and four TDs
and sophomore quarterback Brian
Schiller hit receiver Harold Burwell
for a 45-yard TD pass, all before the
fourth quarter.

October 28, 2000: Another battle
with a strong Morristown Colonial
team was won by the Blue Devil girls
cross-country “Pac” – the third time
the Blue Devils have beaten
Morristown in a championship meet
this season. This time the stakes were
even higher as the Blue Devils won
their fifth State Sectional Title – four
in Group 4, edging the Colonials for
the top spot, 64-66, at Warinanco
Park in Roselle. Alexis Anzelone
placed fourth overall with her per-
sonal-best time in this race, being
timed at 20:25. Her time placed her
second on the WHS All-Time for this
event.

October 28, 2001: Eight yellow
cards that flickered during the Union
County boys’ soccer semifinal game
between Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at Kean University in Union
were anything but pretty. The Raiders
endured a persistent Blue Devil at-
tack to grab a 2-1 double-overtime,
victory, when junior striker Jeff
Hensal rippled the net with 7:19 left.

October 31, 2002: Well over 300
volleyball fans were treated to watch
plenty of talent by two of the state’s
best volleyball teams in the semifi-
nals of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Roselle. No. 4 Union Catho-
lic (22-2) provided an effective serv-

ing and passing attack that made it
possible to defeat No. 5 Westfield,
15-10, 9-15, 15-6.

October 30, 2003: “Pac” mental-
ity roared back in the minds of both
Blue Devil cross-country teams on
the muddy 3.1-mile course at the
Union County Cross-Country Cham-
pionships in Roselle and the results
were a recapturing of the title for the
girls and a second-place finish for the
boys. No. 1 runner Deenie Quinn
crossed seventh with a time of 20:14,
ahead of Raider Mary Shashaty, who
finished eighth at 20:26. Annie Onishi
finished 10th and Meg Driscoll
crossed 11th.

October 30, 2004: The 4-3 Raider
football team stormed to a 23-12 vic-
tory over Linden in Scotch Plains.
Wide receiver Sean Smith scored two
touchdowns, one via an 85-yard gal-
lop on a punt return and another on a
27-yard pass reception from Dan
LaForge.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not All ‘Swim Dads’
Are Created Equally

Once in a lifetime, twice if you’re
really lucky, you meet a guy like Rich
DeLaFuente.

I first met Rich around eight years
ago, when his oldest daughter Jackie
was starting her WHS freshman year
and about to join the school’s swim
team. He came into C.J.’s Extra Innings
one afternoon and had some questions
about our practices, our team rules and
regulations, and asked what I thought
about Berkeley (Aquatic Club) for her.
We talked for over an hour.

He wasn’t dreaming about the Olym-
pics, he just wanted his kids to have the
best possible experience, both high
school-wise and outside of school. He
wasn’t, then or ever, one of those infa-
mous “swim parents,” more just a par-
ent of some swimmers. In fact, most of
the WHS swim parents over the past 15
years have been great. But Rich was the
model for the parents of student-ath-
letes for all sports: Seen, but not heard,
the wellbeing of the kids, all the kids,
always being the most important thing
to him.

One day a couple of years ago, I
accidentally bumped into Rich behind
Edison Intermediate School. I had
stopped by to watch football practice,
killing time before going to work, and
he was there to watch his youngest
daughter Becky play on the eighth grade
field hockey team. The girls were mostly
inexperienced at the sport, and the field
was horrendous, and we kept joking
about if anybody would score (it ended
up 0-0). But I remember Rich saying,
“Who really cares if anybody scores?
As long as the kids are having fun and
enjoy what they’re doing.”

When Rich found out I was a hot dog
aficionado, he’d call and invite me join
him at several of the area’s top dog
houses. Unfortunately, although we had
talked about it several times, I never got
to take him to my two favorites: Max’s
in Long Branch and Charlie’s Pool
Room in Alpha.

That’s just one more example of
“don’t put off telling somebody you
love them” or “don’t put off doing such-
and-such with whomever.” I’d give any-
thing to have Rich join me next time I
visit Max’s or Charlie’s.

But there will be no next time. Last
Friday, at the way, way too young age
of 48, Rich had a heart attack and passed
away. One of the truly GOOD guys is
gone.

Rich’s kids are amazingly talented,
but you’d hardly know it if you waited
for him to brag about them. Jackie was
a two-time county champion in the 100
breaststroke, Chris will be shooting for
his fourth straight county butterfly title
in February, and Becky broke a 26-
year-old school record in the 100 but-
terfly last year as a freshman.

All are honor roll students and each
has donated their spare time and sum-
mers to help others, going all over the
country and beyond to help the poor in
assorted ways.

Rich was very proud of them, and
now he’s gone … before he was able to
see Jackie finish her swim career and
graduate from Amherst … before he

was able to enjoy the senior year of
Chris, one of the greatest swimmers in
WHS’s storied history … before he
could watch Becky break any more
school records.

Rich DeLaFuente will have to settle
for this legacy: being the husband of the
beautiful Velma – his high school sweet-
heart and lifelong best friend forever at
St. Mary in Elizabeth (Class of ’78) –
and the father of three of the most
beloved, and coolest, student-swimmers
in WHS history.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Being a class half-full kinda guy,

here is my take on WHS’s 27-6 football
loss at Irvington last Saturday. In a
battle of unbeaten, state-ranked teams,
the team that makes the fewest mis-
takes usually wins; amazingly (in my
eyes) that team was Irvington. WHS
turned the ball over four times, and
committed at least three shouldn’t-hap-
pen encroachment-offsides penalties.

But what doesn’t show up on the
scoreboard or in most stories you’ll
read about the game earlier in the week
are these plays:

With Irvington facing a fourth-and-
long, a pass is knocked down by de-
fender Chris Sheehan, or so it appeared
to me in the stands and to the official
five feet away who signaled incomplete
pass. But, the back judge on the far side
ruled interference, giving the Knights a
first-and-goal and it was soon 14-0.
The following kickoff completely slid
off the side of the kicker’s foot, but
WHS didn’t cover the ball and Irvington
got it before it went out of bounds. After
a potential drive-ending interception
slipped through the hands of a defender,
Irvington soon added another score …
and instead of 7-0 … it was 21-0.

WHS cut it to 21-6 on a great catch-
and-run by Pat Gray, and WHS threat-
ened several other times before
Irvington got its final score, again after
a potential drive-ending interception
was dropped.

Next up is Elizabeth, which is also 5-
1 after pummeling Plainfield 42-14 last
weekend. This is a game with huge
playoff implications … 13 power points
… home-field advantage … Lizzy look-
ing to avenge last year’s loss to WHS.

By the way, congratulations to the
WHS football coaches and players, for
finally getting back into the state’s Top
20 rankings last week. All that lifting
and hard work in the summer is starting
to pay dividends. The No. 20 ranking is
believed to be just the third time WHS
has been ranked since Gary Kehler
stepped down as coach in 1982. The
other times were in 1990 and 1998,
with a No. 18 ranking under coach Ed
Tranchina.

IN PASSING
We were saddened to learn that WHS

athletic director Ed Tranchina’s mother
passed away late last week. She had
been sick for a long time. I never met
her, but her son is top of the line.

SOCCER UPDATE
The pairings for this year’s state tour-

nament came out earlier this week, but
after deadline. And after the girls’ 2-0
loss to A.L. Johnson Friday night in the
county semifinals, the state tournament
has become an even bigger goal for

both the boys and girls.
As always, North 2 Group 4 is loaded,

especially on the boys side, with WHS,
defending sectional champion Colum-
bia, Elizabeth, Union, Bridgewater-
Raritan, North Hunterdon and Ridge.

If healthy, the WHS boys would be
the clear-cut favorite. But staying in-
jury-free has been a problem all season.
The defense, the team’s strength, has
been decimated by injuries to just about
every regular except Pat Tresnan and
goalie Mike Lessner (knock on wood).
But injuries, luck and timing are as big
a part of sports as talent and coaching.
Legendary Alabama football coach
Bear Bryant knew what he was talking
about when he said, “I’d rather be lucky
than good.”

On the other hand, the WHS girls
have stayed fairly healthy, and that’s a
big reason they’ve been able to toss
goose-eggs at most of their opponents,
no matter whether it’s Meghan Brody
or Annie Ridings in goal, or both shar-
ing time.

CROSS COUNTRY UPDATE
Congratulations to the WHS boys

and girls teams, who captured the final
Watchung Conference championships
last Thursday at Warinanco Park in
Roselle. For the boys, it was the 35th
title in the meet’s 49 years; the first 22
came under Hall of Fame coach Walt
Clarkson, the last 13 under Jack Mar-
tin. Thom Hornish, the only coach the
girls team has had in its 29-year exist-
ence, earned his 11th Watchung title,
including 10 of the last 14 years.

Both teams will be back at Warinanco
Park tomorrow for the Union County
Championships. The boys, who de-
feated Summit by a single point last fall
for their fourth straight title, will be
seeking their 28th championship, while
the girls are after No. 15.

IN THE (E)MAIL BAG
From Rich Danks (WHS, ’68):

“Thanks for the column today (Oct. 23)
about soccer. It evoked many pleasant
memories of my time with Bjarne
Tonnesen. As I recall senior year, the
soccer team had more ambulances at
our games (for injuries to our oppo-
nents) than the football team – includ-
ing the SP-F game (WHS was victori-
ous), which we played at SP-F. Also I
think we were undefeated in the
Watchung Conference that year.”

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) are cross coun-
try runners Ryan Scrudato and Alyssa
Hatch. They each clocked a personal
best time to finish third individually,
helping WHS capture both team titles
at the final Watchung Conference
Championships.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Opinions expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Leader-
Times. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
receives congratulations from a fan after gaining his 500th career victory after the
Raiders’ 2-0 win over Cranford on October 20, 2004.

TENNIS ERRATUM:
On page 15 of last week’s Leader/

Times the tennis player was incor-
rectly identified as third singles
player Marilyn Kowalski when, in
fact, it was Katherine McKinley,
who was competing at second
doubles. We regret the error.

Fundraiser Organized
For SPFHS Hoop Girls

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball coach Ben
Martinez and girls coach Bruce Davis
are running a fundraiser clinic at the
JCC in Scotch Plains on Monday,
November 3, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. to
help finance the girls basketball
team’s trip to Orlando, Fla. this Christ-
mas for the KSA Tournament.

Members of the varsity staff will be
on hand to discuss and demonstrate a
variety of drills and practice routines
that can be used to run more efficient
and effective practices. This clinic is
open to all youth level basketball
coaches looking to improve their prac-
tices and the skill level of their players.
Topics will include: warm-up drills,
shooting drills, conditioning drills,
dribbling and passing drills and defen-
sive drills. Printed materials will be
distributed, as well as an opportunity
for questions and answers.

Admission: $15 in advance or $20 at
the door. For more information, please
e-mail badavis1950@yahoo.com or
rrafferty@spfk12.org

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Irvington Football
Westfield/ALJ Girls Soccer
SPF/Cranford Girls Soccer
Watchung Conference X-C

SPF/Union Boys Soccer
Westfield/Elizabeth Soccer

SPF/MXS Football
Game Canceled

The football game between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Malcolm X.
Shabazz scheduled for Saturday,
October 25, at Untermann Field in
Newark was canceled due to a shoot-
ing that left several people wounded
and two people dead. The game had
been rescheduled for Monday at 7
p.m. at Untermann Field but no game
was played due to concern for the
welfare of players.

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Marilyn Kowalski at third singles

Rich DeLaFuente

James Fawcett
Realtor / Associate
Cell: 908-419-4426
Email: jimfawcett@comcast.net
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Scotch Plains . . . Despite gloomy economic news, area homeowners may be in a better position
than one thinks. Starter homes have maintained strong resale value while ‘trade-ups’ are more affordable
than ever. Consider this 5 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath new colonial from respected local builder Custom
Construction. It’s equipped with granite countertops, hardwood floors, stainless steel appliance
package, family room gas fireplace, master suite soaking tub and multi-zone HVAC. Contact me for
full details and a straightforward assessment of your buying power. Priced @ $749,000.

Are You Missing An Opportunity?

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com
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Call For
More Information!

Invite Patty in,
and she’ll bring results!

Patricia “Patty” O’Connor

WYCHWOOD GEM

WESTFIELD . . . This Center Hall Colonial gem radiates character throughout, tastefully marrying
classic old world charm with quality modern amenities. The cheerful Living Room boasts hardwood
floors, wood burning fireplace and bay window overlooking the professionally landscaped front yard. The
gracious Dining Room will accommodate all of your entertaining. The Family Room showcases a custom
wall of built-ins, petite-parquet hardwood floor and a bay window overlooking the newly landscaped yard
and terraced patio. The inviting gourmet kitchen has hardwood floors and adjoins the sunny breakfast
room with 3 pantry closets, vaulted and beamed ceiling, hardwood floors and access to the patio and fenced
yard. The second level offers 3 spacious bedrooms, hardwood floors and abundant closet space and built-
ins. Located on a private corner lot in the heart of Wychwood just moments from schools, parks, NY
transportation and town. $949,000. MLS # 589955

Devils of the Week
Ryan Scrudato,

Alyssa Hatch
Cross-Country


