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Schedule your FREE in-home consultation.
Call, Click or Come In today!

866-595-5110
www.pellareplacement.com

Pella Window & Door Showrooms

* Does not apply to ProLine® or Pella Impervia® products. Discounts apply to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.
Must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Valid for replacement projects only. Prior sales excluded. 
Offer ends 11/08/08. © 2008 Pella Corporation

sale

window and door replacement

$100
®

 $300
$500

Hey Kids – No School?
Looking for Something Fun To Do?

Come To The Zone for Earth Friendly Crafting!

1 & 2 Hour Drop-Off Craft Sessions Mon-Fri

Boys and Girls Ages 4-11

One Hour Mommy & Me Classes for Ages 2-4

~Unique Environmentally Friendly Birthday Parties~

715 Central Ave, Westfield – 2nd Floor
(908) 233-ZONE (9663)

Offer Good 11/3 - 11/7

Great New Fall Projects

No Material or Registration Fees All Week Long

Call for a Reservation to Guarantee Your Time Slot

Walk-Ins Welcome between 11am–3pm

CRAFTERS WANTED…More than 1,000 visitors enjoyed shopping for hand-
made pottery, jewelry and nature-related gifts last year at the Holiday Nature
Craft Show held at Trailside. This year’s show will be Sunday, December 7. For
more information, call (908) 789-3670, extension 3425.

Letters to the Editor
Malool and DePaola Discuss the

Commitment to a Clean Campaign
Editor’s Note: Due to our oversight,

this was not included in last week’s edi-
tion. We regret the error.

With less than two weeks to go be-
fore Election Day, Mayoral candidate
Nancy Malool and Council candidate
Mary DePaola commented on their cam-
paign operation. “When we announced
our candidacies in March, we commit-
ted to a clean campaign because we
believe that the issues are of the utmost
importance to our residents, and they
should be able to learn our views and
vision without negativity,” Mrs. Malool
stated. “I think we have abided by our
vow and will continue to do so for the
remainder of the election season,” she
continued.

“People are inundated at the national
and state levels with negative television
commercials, mailings and newspaper
articles. The people we have spoken to
have had enough, and looked forward to
a campaign about the issues without nega-
tive attacks,” Mrs. DePaola said. “Un-
fortunately, the same cannot be said about
our opponents, who have disparaged us
in the newspaper and in their mailings.”

“If my opponent’s opinion differs with
mine on a certain issue, and there have

been many such issues, then I have no
problem with him pointing out the dis-
tinctions. That is what sets us apart as
candidates. However, there is a way to
highlight those differences without be-
ing so destructive,” Mrs. Malool contin-
ued. “We chose, instead, to emphasize
the many positive things I have done on
the council and to illustrate our hopes
and expectations for the future of Scotch
Plains.”

“One disadvantage of operating an
upbeat campaign, when your opponents
are doing otherwise, is that there is a
possibility that people believe their un-
truths, falsehoods and propaganda. In
spite of this, we have decided not to
dignify their dishonesty with a response.
Nancy’s record speaks for itself, and our
goal of making sure that Scotch Plains
remains an excellent place to raise a
family while keeping our taxes stable
also should stand on its own,” stated
Mrs. DePaola.

“It is disappointing to see that the
opposition has not kept their word (to
run a positive campaign), but it does not
change our opinion that Scotch Plains
residents deserve better,” concluded Mrs.
Malool.

Christ Tells Us That God Loathes
Oppression, Injustice in His Creation

Letters to the Editor

In a sometimes confused world, the gos-
pels paint Jesus as perhaps the first true
(Christian – He started it!) humanist. A
remarkable thing is what He taught about
our humanity concerning the poor, op-
pressed, the alien and the lowly.

First, He chose a group of common fish-
ermen to entrust them with the words of
God – His father. And in doing so He
transformed them from the ordinary to the
truly extraordinary, making it apparent that
no one than is ever just ordinary. He also,
(really!) hung out with the poor and disen-
franchised of Israel as they watched the
unfolding of a wonderful (and tragic) part of
human history. He was a true maverick!

When we are evaluating who our
country’s next leader should be, those who
really claim to follow Christ’s teachings
should be careful to remember the respon-
sibility placed on us is to first love God and
next to love our neighbor. If this rule is kept,
while avoiding the temptation to exercise
our own self-righteousness that often ac-

companies our politics, then quite possibly
we may experience the transformational
power of these teachings.

The humanist Christ tells us that God
does not like oppression and injustice in his
creation - a creation that he loves. The
divine Christ showed us that we can live in
this same love if we really follow his ex-
ample. To invoke the name of this Christ, as
we assert our political views, we must resist
the tendency to be drawn into our own
hypocrisy. If we invoke his name we should
be careful to know that He was most verbal
and even angry when some of the religious
folks of His day spoke authoritatively about
God, while ignoring the simple truths of the
teachings of His son. The lowly and poor
were given special consideration. His teach-
ings were full of compassion, kindness and
love; not hate and vitriol. He really did have
some very harsh words to say on this sub-
ject.

Donnell Carr
Westfield

Reader Questions: Which Candidate
Has Wisdom, Integrity to Succeed?

Many people think that Obama’s plan to
raise taxes on only those making $250,000
or more will not affect them, but what they
don’t realize is the fact that what is done to
the few will certainly affect the whole. The
more any of us is taxed, the more we as a
collective whole pay our government.

What many of us don’t stop to consider
is the effect that high taxes have on the
human psyche. Isn’t it disheartening when
you receive your paycheck and half of it is
gone? Is it fair that our doctors, for ex-
ample, attend years of medical school,
complete an internship, and after more
years of hard work establish residency in a
hospital, then work long hours doing the
most demanding job that exists, to have
half their income taken by our government
because we’ve decided they have plenty to
give? What is this going to do to the quality
of our doctors and more importantly, to
their passion for practicing medicine?
What’s the point of putting in the time and
honest hard work when the reward is taken
away to subsidize those who don’t work as
hard yet somehow feel entitled to obtain it?
There are people in our country who have
the drive and the motivation to make the
most of themselves and are passionate
about their work. If we continue to raise
taxes on these quality people who take
pride in what they do, we as a collective
whole will be responsible for smothering
the desire and motivation of the decent,
hard working people we all desperately
need in this country. We are milking these
people dry and sucking the drive out of
them by taking what doesn’t belong to us.
This is a fundamentally unethical way of
living.

Does this economical approach have an
eerie familiarity to it? It seems analogous
to the recent bailout that just occurred
though a slow rise in taxes is a lot less

conspicuous then a large, quick injection
of money into a failing economy which,
we can’t fail to note was due to a lack of
integrity and responsibility of the few. The
government may have had a responsibility
to fix the problem, but they don’t have a
responsibility to raise taxes and decide
who should pay them. At what point do we
look down at our paychecks and say,
“Enough.” Providing people with money
they haven’t earned is enabling them to
remain stagnant and complacent. We have
to stop all the blaming and take a good look
at how we are conducting our own lives.
Otherwise we may become the only coun-
try in the world with a democratic govern-
ment that simultaneously practices a “dis-
guised” form of socialism.

Through personal life experience, John
McCain has developed character traits such
as integrity, compassion, patience, toler-
ance and humility to name a few. These
traits cannot be learned or taught as they
cultivate an invaluable quality called wis-
dom.  The question we should ask our-
selves on Election Day is: Do we want a
president who merely has a formal educa-
tion or a president who has demonstrated
that he has grown immesurably in wisdom
and is better equipped to repair our current
problems? Once considered an indepen-
dent, McCain selected the GOP as the
party that mostly reflects his beliefs, as
opposed to a candidate who modifies his
beliefs to fit those of the party. McCain has
proven himself to be a man who stands on
his own merit and therefore can bring us
the right changes we need.

When you get right down to it, when a
tough decision has to be made, we should
all want a leader that has the wisdom and
the integrity to make it.

Anna Githens
Westfield

Scotch Plains Voters Have a ‘Clear
Choice’ in Kevin Glover as Mayor

It is rather remarkable how Scotch Plains
serves as a microcosm for issues playing out
on the national level. At the national level,
unrestrained and irresponsible borrowing is
at the root of a colossal financial collapse.
We’ve seen unrestrained and irresponsible
spending on the local level as well. Years of
unrestrained borrowing by a Republican-led
town council has racked up millions of dol-
lars of debt. This debt could drive property
taxes higher for years to come.

Over the last two years, mayoral candi-
date Kevin Glover has been the lone voice
on town council for a more fiscally re-
sponsible approach to Scotch Plains bud-
gets. He courageously voiced opposition
to the unimaginative strategy of floating
multi-million dollar bonds and increas-
ing town debt for every pet project that
came along. Councilman Glover proposed
rational funding alternatives to minimize
debt with a more pay as you go approach.

The opposition candidate for mayor,
Nancy Malool, has been campaigning on a
platform that we need to tear down the
historically significant clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills golf course and spend $4 million to
replace it with a new recreation center. She
has promised to fund this project, as always,
by floating yet another bond and further
increasing town debt. However, in an appar-
ent 11th-hour conversion, we heard Council-
woman Nancy Malool confess on Scotch
Plains television last Thursday that we can-
not really afford the $4-million recreation
center that’s been a centerpiece of her cam-
paign. It’s about time she woke up and finally
recognized that Kevin Glover has been right

all along. Yet, even as I write this letter, Ms
Malool’s website still promises to push for
the $4 million recreation center.

Interestingly, Ms. Malool also withdrew
her perennial promise to develop the Terry
Lou Zoo property. She remarked that we
could not afford to develop the property in
the current economic climate. However,
here the Democrats disagree. Kevin Glover
and Theresa Mullen support development
of a passive park at the Terry Lou Zoo site.
With some landscaping, a few park benches
and some regular upkeep, this project should
be well within a budgetary scope that can be
funded without any need to increase town
debt one penny.

A new mayor of Scotch Plains will be
elected next Tuesday. Fortunately, voters
have a clear choice. In the private sector,
Kevin Glover was a facilities manager for
a major corporation. He has experience
managing a large staff as well as infra-
structure. He was required to do so within
a well-defined schedule and budget or
corporate operations might be compro-
mised. This is exactly the right back-
ground we need in our mayor. On the
other hand, we have Ms. Malool who has
been exercising an unrestrained borrow
and spend fiscal approach for the last six
years without regard to its affect on your
property taxes. And now she expects you
to elect her because she professes to have
converted to fiscal responsibility a week
before the election. I don’t think so.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Borough Should Have Pursued
A Comprehensive Downtown Plan

The residents of Fanwood were re-
cently amazed and shocked when they
learned that the municipal tax rate (not
even counting county and school taxes)
went up by 16 percent.

Yet, Mayor Colleen Mahr also did not
publicize that the Democratic-controlled
council recently voted to purchase the
Livingston-Wilbor property on South Av-
enue for almost $2 million. Why would
we pay $2 million for a mere half-acre
parcel of land?

This purchase removes a key down-
town property from our ratables base.
Now, the town will not derive any tax

revenue from this property.
More importantly, if a professional de-

veloper would not purchase this property,
either because of its size or shape or
environmental condition, why would our
borough officials think they can do any
better?

This situation underscores why we should
have pursued a comprehensive downtown
re-development plan, constructed by one
well-qualified developer, rather than have
several individual property owners inde-
pendently develop single parcels.

Stuart Kline
Fanwood

Touch-A-Truck Was Great Success,
Helped to Assist Families in Crisis

On Sunday, October 19, the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP)
held our second annual Touch A Truck
event. It was a tremendous success, and
we thank our sponsors, the vehicle par-
ticipants, the many community volun-
teers who helped make it happen, the
Town of Westfield and, of course, the
thousands of area families who came out
to enjoy a fun-filled day and support a
great cause.

The funds raised at Touch A Truck
surpassed our projected goals and will be
used to further the JLEP mission and
assist families in crisis in greater Union
County.

Special thanks are due to our event
sponsors: Paul, Weiss Rifkind Wharton
and Garrison; Riker, Danzig; Dunkin
Donuts; Infineum; Mazzilli Mason Con-
tractors, PSE&G. Special thanks is also
owed to Rita’s Ice, which supplied ice,
staff and donated the proceeds to the
Junior League; Anthony James Construc-
tion, which supplied the bathroom facili-
ties; and the Eco-Craft Zone, which spent
the day doing free crafts with the children
who attended.

We also received wonderful donations
from American Girl, Hess Corporation,
the National Basketball Association,

Staten Island Children’s Museum, the
Rialto Theater, Target and Thinka Dinka.

The Town of Westfield was also in-
strumental in our success. Special thanks
to the town council, town administrator
Jim Gildea, the police department, the
fire department and the department of
public works.

In addition to our own members, the
staging of Touch A Truck requires almost
a hundred additional volunteers. We could
not have done it without the many young
adults who participated.

More than 70 vehicle owners and com-
panies donated their time and vehicles to
our event this year letting children and
families get up close with monster trucks,
big rigs, cranes, race cars and more. A
complete list of our participating vehicles
can be found on our web site jlepnj.org.
Thank you to all who participated. Your
involvement is the foundation of this great
event.

Finally, a heart-felt thank you to all the
families who came out and supported
Touch A Truck with their attendance. We
hope you had fun and look forward to
seeing you again next year.

Kerry Rokicki, President
Elizabeth Ferguson

Event Chairwoman, JLEP

County Purposely Plans Trust Fund
Awards for Election Day Photo Op

Letters to the Editor

Every year the county holds their an-
nual Open Space Kids Recreation Trust
Fund ceremony a week or two before
Election Day. The county invites all the
mayors who have applied for grant mon-
ies from this fund to come to the cer-
emony and they are ceremoniously pre-
sented individually with a blown up check
in the amount of the grant.

The mayor does not in turn present the
county with a blown up check of the
amount their town has paid into the trust
fund. The mayors say thank you, and pose

for the pictures with the campaigning
freeholders. The freeholders do not thank
the towns or the taxpayers.

There are 52 weeks in the year. The
county purposely plans this annual event
for election time photo ops. Would it be
too much to ask that you not reward bad
behavior and hold off their press releases
another week, until after Election Day?

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Associa-

tion, Inc.

Candidates Forum Was Missed
Opportunity for SP Democrats

Last Thursday evening, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the League
of Women Voters sponsored a Candi-
dates Forum for those running for mayor
and those seeking the open seat on the
township council.

Invitations were e-mailed to all the
candidates on May 19, July 31, Septem-
ber 11, and, finally, September 29. The
ground rules and format were explained.
The candidates were informed back in
May that October 23 would be the only
date considered and to please set it aside.
That was five months before the sched-
uled debate. I realize that Theresa Mullen
wasn’t a candidate last May, but I would
assume her Democrat chairman and run-
ning mate would have told her about the
debate and that she received the other e-
mails as they were e- mailed to all the
candidates.

It’s unfortunate the Democrat candi-
dates did not offer the community an
opportunity to hear them speak, offer
their ideas for the township, find out what
plans they had and what they felt was
important. It was especially important for

our residents to hear from Theresa Mullen
as she is a new candidate and not well
known. Although Councilman Glover has
been seen on municipal TV at the council
meetings many times, it would have been
informative to finally hear from him at the
forum to hear what he is planning to
accomplish as mayor. He has yet to par-
ticipate in a candidates’ forum.

The League of Women Voters have
been sponsoring these candidates forums
for many years, even before we had mu-
nicipal television. They conduct these
forums locally, countywide, statewide,
and nationally. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times joined with the League
in sponsoring these forums in 1999. They
have done so ever since. Fred Rossi of the
Times is a respected journalist and mod-
erator. He recently was the moderator in
a Seventh Congressional District debate
in Mountainside prior to our last primary.
This was an opportunity missed by the
Democrat candidates.

Joan Papen
Scotch Plains

It’s Time to Give Dems the Power to
Change Direction of Our Gov, Economy

It’s time to vote Democratic. The Re-
publican Party has brought us a war with-
out end, which was started for no legiti-
mate reason, a tax policy favoring the
super rich at the expense of the middle,
upper middle and working classes and a
once-in-a-century collapse of the finan-
cial system, which threatens to unleash
the second Great Depression as it de-
stroys the value of our homes, and retire-
ment savings and our ability to afford
college for our kids and health care for
ourselves.

In addition, we now suffer from a gov-
ernment that systematically ignores our
Constitution by engaging in warrantless
eavesdropping, secret trials and torture.
How much more pain can we suffer? It
really is time to vote Democratic and “get
fast, fast, fast relief!”

The McCain/Palin campaign has
stooped to “red baiting” Obama in an
effort to propagandize their way into the
White House. To call Obama “socialis-
tic” as vice-presidential candidate Gov-
ernor Palin has, displays such fundamen-
tal ignorance of economics, history and
political science that it borders on being
embarrassing for the nation to have some-
one so clearly unqualified running for
such high office.

Former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan recently testified before Con-

gress that he had put too much faith in the
self-correcting power of free markets and
had failed to anticipate the self-destruc-
tive power of wanton mortgage lending,
which left him “in a state of shocked
disbelief” at what has happened to our
financial system. Has this devotee of Ayn
Rand also suddenly turned “socialistic”
or have we simply seen the natural out-
come of the bankruptcy of a philosophy
of political economy that puts a premium
on greed, selfishness and serving only the
powerful?

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was also
accused of being “socialistic” and of want-
ing to “redistribute wealth” because he
promoted policies intended to save capi-
talism from itself by ending the Depres-
sion and helping the common people. He
introduced necessary regulation of finan-
cial markets, more progressive tax poli-
cies and governmental intervention to
stimulate the economy. The truth is we
have gotten too far away from those poli-
cies than we should have and are now we
are paying the price.

It is time to give the Democrats the power
to change the direction of our government
and our economy. We owe it to ourselves,
our children and our Democracy.

Larry Cary
Westfield

You are cordially invited to attend

A Presentation for Investors in

These Uncertain Times

Thursday, November 13, 2008

6:00 PM – Cocktail Hour

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM – Presentation, Questions & Answers

Registered Investment Advisor

1 Highland Ave., Metuchen, NJ 08840

www.InvestmentPartners.com

Metuchen Golf and Country Club

244 Plainfield Road

Edison, New Jersey 08820

RSVP by November 5th

732-205-0391

Business attire required

INVESTMENT PARTNERS
ASSET MANAGEMENT


