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Slow-roasted tomatoes.   

Not a minor detail.

All tomatoes are not created equal. So
when we created our new Tomato &
Mozzarella Panini we slow-roasted a
special variety to bring out its natural
sweetness. To complement the roasted
tomatoes, we chose fresh mozzarella,

all-natural sun-dried tomato pesto, fresh
basil and freshly baked Ciabatta. Then we
grill it so the flavors meld perfectly. You
can savor it by itself or pair it with our
Creamy Tomato Soup topped with Asiago
cheese croutons as part of You Pick Two.®

panera-nj.com

©2008 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

Scott Seib
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Quality bathroom remodeling

for 26 years

908-654-1818
License #6548

Mayor’s Gala Honorees
Announced by Panel

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Gala Committee has
announced its volunteer awards for
2008. The honorees for this year are
as follows:

Female Volunteer of the Year – Pat
Kane.

Ms. Kane has volunteered her
time throughout the community in
many aspects. Previously she was
the PTA president at both Ever-
green and Park Middle Schools and
has served on numerous township
committees, including the cultural
arts and Scotch Plains Day Com-
mittee. She also serves in the Be-
reavement Ministry at St.
Bartholomew’s The Apostle Roman
Catholic Church.

Male Volunteer of the Year – Rob-
ert Kraus.

Along with being a past president
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-

tary Club, Mr. Kraus was also a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Business
Association. Among his other contri-
butions to the town, he has provided
his services as a lawyer on a pro-bono
basis to both the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA and the Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center.

Volunteer Couple of the Year –
Howard and Marge Van Duyne.

Mr. and Mrs. Van Duyne have been
large supporters of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood music programs. Each of
them have been active members in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Boosters Association for the past 35
years, including to this day, acting as
chaperones on the various music de-
partment trips.

Volunteer Organization of the Year
– The College Club.

This year marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the College Club’s contin-
ued service and support to Scotch
Plains. As one of the oldest volun-
teer organizations in town, the Col-
lege Club annually raises funds for
scholarships for young women pur-
suing a college education. Along
with that, its community calendar,
which it produces each year, has
proved to be a valuable resource for
all residents.

Tickets are on sale for the 18th
annual mayor’s gala at Shackamaxon
Country Club. The cost per ticket is
$75. The Gala, is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments
of the community for an evening full
of dining, dancing and a silent auc-
tion. Proceeds from the event support
the Municipal Alliance Committee
and other local non-profit organiza-
tions.

For information about tickets to the
mayor’s gala, or how to donate a gift,
contact the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700, ex-
tension 1221.

CONTACT We Care
Gala 2008

***

Celebrating 33 Years of Providing Hope & Saving Lives

All proceeds benefit CONTACT We Care’s 24-hour caring & crisis hotline 

Honoring
Senate President Richard J. Codey

New Jersey Senate
Mrs. Mary Jo Codey

Former First Lady of New Jersey 
Dr. Armin Szegedi

Schering Plough Research Institute
Reverend Dr. Darla Dee Turlington

First Baptist Church of Westfield

Keynote Speaker
Terry L. Wise, J.D.

Author, National Mental Health Award winner and survivor of a suicide attempt.
Her highly-acclaimed book Waking Up: Climbing Through the Darkness provides a 

roadmap for the restoration of emotional health. 

Master of Ceremonies
Brian Thompson, New Jersey Reporter WNBC 4 New York

Thursday, November 6
Primavera Regency  * 1080 Valley Road  * Stirling, NJ

Cocktails * Dinner * Honors * Keynote Speech * Music * Silent Auction * Book Signing

Sponsors of CONTACT We Care’s Gala 2008 include:  Schering-Plough Corporation, James 
Ward Mansion/The Savannah of Westfield, PSE&G, and General Plumbing Supply

Ward, Estrada Discuss
Budget, County Services
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Democrat Free-
holder incumbents Angel Estrada and
Nancy Ward sat down for an inter-
view at the offices of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, on October 17, to
discuss issues in their upcoming elec-
tion, including the role of the county
government and their thoughts on the
fairness of representation on the
board. A video of the interview is
available on the newspaper’s website
at goleader.com.

During the interview, the candi-
dates sought to explain the functions
the county and freeholder board play
in the lives of residents. Mr. Estrada
likened the county to “an umbrella
that provides services to communi-
ties,” such as parks, road maintenance
and salt purchasing.

“Today, more than ever, the present
state and the federal government are
pushing for shared services in mu-
nicipalities because there is no need
to have dual services available in com-
munities when it can be actually done
more effectively and at a reasonable
price,” Mr. Estrada said.

Mr. Estrada said one of the major
shared services the county provides
is related to police. He said that the
county acts as the arson investigators
for the municipalities and is involved
in a number of different task forces,
such as Homeland Security and the
Essex/Union Auto Theft Task Force,
to reduce the need for specialized
units on the township level.

“So, therefore, we, together with ev-
ery municipality, instead of us having
special forces, we have forces that are
made up of individuals from those
municipalities,” Mr. Estrada said.

In light of the financial difficulties
faced not only by the state and mu-
nicipalities, but individuals as well,
the candidates said the county is re-
viewing its budget and expenditures.
Mr. Estrada said the county would
look at ways to cut costs, including
reviewing overtime payments and
contracts. He also said the county
trimmed its $26-million deficit al-
most in half this year by deferring
some planned projects.

“Well you have to understand that
no different than everyone’s house-
hold where you sit down at the dinner
table and decide as to how you are
going to be using your resources, we
actually do it at the same situation,”
Mr. Estrada said.

Financially, Ms. Ward said the county
is healthy, noting that it was recently
given a triple-A bond rating.

“We’re in very good shape finan-
cially, and when we get these ratings
from independent agencies it’s an
indication they look at everything,”
Ms. Ward said. “And we have a triple-
A rating because they found that we
have conservative budgeting, that our
debt is low to moderate. And these are
all the factors that they look at when
they give us the triple-A rating.”

Although some municipalities in
the county have approved resolutions
calling for certain freeholders to be
elected by a ward system, Mr. Estrada

said he favors at-large elections. He
said he felt the resolution was politi-
cal in nature, calling it “a question of
Democrats versus Republicans.”

“The fact is that the Republicans
have not been able to elect anyone to
the position of freeholder,” Mr.
Estrada said. “So, that’s not up to us.
This is a free country where yes,
Democrats have the higher number,
but actually the highest numbers are
the non-affiliates who play a bigger
role in terms of elections.”

Mr. Estrada also said that he felt a
ward system would create a situation
where each municipality has only one
representative on the freeholder board,
as opposed to the current at-large
system where the board represents all
municipalities.

“If you have a district, that means,
that at that particular time, only that
individual who represents you at the
board is able to advocate for your
issues. Correct?,” Mr. Estrada said.
“The way that it is now is anybody
could approach Nancy Ward from
Linden, Angel Estrada from Eliza-
beth, Rick Proctor from Rahway,
and advocate on behalf of an issue
and we’d probably be able to jump
in.”

Ms. Ward said if re-elected she
would like to continue working on
gang intervention programs, which
she said was one of her priorities
when she first joined the board.

Mr. Estrada said he and his running
mates “have a track record of where
we stood on issues” and encouraged
voters to review it in making their
decision on Election Day.

“If you don’t feel this is the plan
then guess what, there’s other places
you can vote,” Mr. Estrada said.

Opposing Ms. Ward, Mr. Estrada
and Rick Proctor (who was unable to
attend the interview) for re-election
to the Board of Freeholders are Re-
publicans John Russitano, Michael
Yakubov and Joseph Franchino.
Democrats currently hold all seats on
the nine-member board.
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PUBLIC LEADER…Linda Maggio of Westfield receives the Public
Leadership Award from Community Access Unlimited (CAU) on Octo-
ber 22, at the group’s annual gala in Mountainside. Pictured, left to right,
are: Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, CAU Board Presi-
dent Robert Griffin, Mrs. Maggio and CAU Director Sidney Blanchard.

Major Boscia Returns
From Duty in Iraq

WESTFIELD — Major Joe “JB”
Boscia of Westfield, of the U.S. Army
Engineers, is safely back home at Ft.
Campbell, Ky., after completing a
13-month tour in Iraq. He served with
the 3rd Brigade Combat Team of the
101st Airborne Division, first as Bri-
gade Engineer  Officer, and then as S-
3 Operations Officer of the Special
Troops Battalion. This brigade has
served more months of deployment
in Iraq and Afghanistan than any other
brigade since the war started.

The Boscias will spend the next
year at Ft. Campbell. Major Boscia
grew up in Westfield, made Eagle
Scout here, and attended Holy Trinity
and St. Joseph’s High School in
Metuchen before going on to the
University of Dayton for his degree
in electrical engineering. His parents,
Joe and Sue, still reside in town.

WELCOME HOME DAD…Major Joe “JB” Boscia of the U.S. Army Engineers
and a Westfield resident is safely back home at Ft. Campbell, Ky., after complet-
ing a 13-month tour in Iraq. Major Boscia, welcomed at the airfield by his wife,
Nancy, and children, Alexis and Joseph, served with the 3rd Brigade Combat
Team of the 101st Airborne Division, Special Troops Battalion.
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goleader.com


