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POLICE BLOTTER

NOW ACCREDITED…Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow, left, receives
a certificate of accreditation for the prosecutor office’s forensics laboratory from
Richard Frank, American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory
Accreditation Board staff inspector.

Veterans Day Ceremonies
To Be Held Nov. 11

SCOTCH PLAINS – Veterans Day
Ceremonies will be held on Tuesday,
November 11. The two local veterans
organization, American Legion Post
209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
10122, will conduct ceremonies on
Tuesday, November 11, in observance
of Veterans Day.

The services will begin at 11 a.m.
with the laying of wreaths at the mu-
nicipal building at 430 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. This ceremony will also
include the dedication of the Korean
War Veterans Memorial Clock.

At noon, there will be a presentation
of wreaths at the Fanwood Memorial
Library at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. The public is invited to attend
these programs to recognize the sacri-
fices made by all former members of
the armed forces of the United States.
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Election Day Preview
by candidates Stender and Lance. The
contest has also been an expensive one.
Mrs. Stender had over $600,000 in cash
on hand as of September 30, after hav-
ing $1.2 million as of July. Mr. Lance
had $275,000 in cash on hand at the end
of last month. Mr. Hsing has $94,000 in
cash on hand.

The candidates have focused their
campaigns on the economy, the Iraq
War, gasoline prices, and alternative
energy resources to reduce the country’s
dependence on foreign oil.

The Presidential contest and House
races have overshadowed the Senato-
rial battle. Senator Frank Lautenberg, a
Democrat, is seeking a fifth term in the
U.S. Senate; former Republican Rep.
Dick Zimmer opposes him.

Mr. Lautenberg, 84, had retired after
the 2000 election, but two years later,
party leaders, including Governor Jim
McGreevey, asked him to return after a
campaign finance scandal forced Rob-
ert Torricelli to abandon a second term.
A few years back, Congress passed into
law Mr. Lautenberg’s amendment to
the 2006 Homeland Security Appro-
priations bill, requiring that all federal
port-security grants are allocated based
on risk.

Mr. Lautenberg has pointed to his
recent co-sponsorship on a 21st Cen-
tury GI Bill and, this past summer, said
the Bush Administration needed to take
a harder stance against OPEC countries
regarding increased oil prices.

Mr. Zimmer, 64, a former congress-
man, lost a U.S. Senate race to Mr.
Torricelli in 1996. Mr. Zimmer was
most known for sponsoring the state’s
Megan’s Law, which notifies parents
when convicted sex offenders move
into their neighborhoods. He also intro-
duced “no-frills” prison legislation, re-
quiring the elimination of luxurious
prison conditions.

Union County Democratic Freehold-
ers Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick
Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward of

Linden are seeking to extend their
party’s election winning streak to 14
years. Democrats have held a 9-0 ma-
jority since 1998. Republicans John
Russitano of Westfield, Roselle Park
Councilman Mike Yakubov and Paul
Franchino of Berkeley Heights oppose
them.

At the local level, Scotch Plains will
select a replacement for Mayor Martin
Marks, the township’s first elected
mayor, as well as Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato. Both Republicans
opted not to seek re-election, with Mr.
Marks losing in the primary battle for
Congress to Mr. Lance. Incumbent
council members, Democrat Kevin
Glover and Republican Nancy Malool,
are seeking the mayoral seat, with
Democrat Theresa Mullen and Repub-
lican Mary DePaola running for coun-
cil. The GOP, which has a 3-2 edge on
council, must win both contests to re-
tain its majority status that it has held
since 1999.

In Fanwood, Republicans Robert
Manduca and Mike Szuch are chal-
lenging Councilwoman Joan Wheeler
and newcomer Russell Huegel as they
attempt to increase GOP presence on
the borough council. Democrats have a
5-1 advantage on the council and hold
the mayor’s office.

In Garwood, Democrats Jonathan
Linken and Louis Petruzzelli are run-
ning in place of Councilmen Walter
Tucker and William Schadewald, who
opted not to seek re-election. The GOP
ticket of Patricia Quattrocchi and Timo-
thy Hak is challenging them. Demo-
crats have 5-1 council majority and
hold the mayor’s office. Before win-
ning a council seat in 2004, Republi-
cans had not had representation on
council in seven years.

Mountainside Republican incum-
bents Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
are unopposed for re-election in a town
that has never elected a Democrat to the
borough council.

Westfield
Wednesday, October 22, Lisette

Doyle, 26, of Somerset was arrested af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at Mountain
Avenue and Raymond Street on an out-
standing Union Township traffic war-
rant. She was released after posting $250
bail.

Thursday, October 23, Mark Monroe,
Jr., 21, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Cumberland Street. The warrants
included one from Rahway, with $1,000
bail, and another from Elizabeth, with
$200 bail. Monroe was released after
posting bail.

Friday, October 24, Salvatore Fazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested on two
outstanding Westfield traffic warrants,
with total bail of $90, after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Central and Myrtle Avenues.
He was released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 22, Robin J. Wil-

liams, 33, was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after
being stopped for having tinted win-
dows. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, October 23, a driver travel-
ing on Route 22 reported that someone
entered the roadway abruptly in front of
him, and as he attempted to avoid a
collision with the vehicle he struck a
“Do Not Enter” sign, knocking it down.
According to police, the driver was is-
sued a summons for not having his
driver’s license in his possession and for
careless driving.

Friday, October 24, Ira L. Smith, 29,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$500.

Friday, October 24, Vittorio A.
Cacchione, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, October 26, Tameka Sims,
27, of Roselle Park was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 20, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name without
authorization.

Monday, October 20, police responded
to a hit-and-run accident on Terrill Road.
According to police, the victim’s motor
vehicle was legally parked when someone
struck the rear of the vehicle and then fled.

Friday, October 24, Ronald
Concepcion, 24, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that some-
one removed her purse from the top of
her baby stroller while she made a stop.

Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone re-
moved the front license plate from his
motor vehicle while it was parked in
front of his house.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 21, a resident of the

100 block of Woodland Avenue reported
that someone attempted to open a credit
card in his name. According to police,
the credit card company notified him of
the activity and access was denied.

Friday, October 24, Jenny Hantzios-
Basis, 45, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, October 24, Stephen J. Moore,
61, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Friday, October 24, someone entered
a business on the 300 block of South
Avenue and removed blank checks. Ac-
cording to police, $24,000 worth of
fraudulent checks were written and
cashed.

Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that someone
broke into his motor vehicle by smash-
ing his passenger side window while it
was parked at a South Avenue eating
establishment overnight. According to
police, $20 in cash was removed from
the vehicle.

Ex-FD Chief Charged With
Forging Son’s Fire Exam

SPRINGFIELD — The former chief
of the Springfield Fire Department has
been charged with falsifying documents
relating to a 2007 firefighters exam
involving his son, Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow said.

Wayne E. Masiello, 57, of Spring-
field and who retired as chief in March
2008, was charged with two counts of
fourth degree forgery, said Assistant
Prosecutor William Kolano, who is
handing the case.

In November 2007, the prosecutor’s
office was alerted to a possible forgery
after several candidates – who took an
entrance exam a month earlier with
Masiello’s son – complained that the
final scores appeared to have been al-
tered.

Authorities said the results submit-
ted to the state and township officials
were a “clear forgery” and gave
Masiello’s son a rank of third out of 10

candidates when he actually earned the
rank of eighth.

At the time, the department was only
considering the top three qualifiers for
open spots on the force.

Detective Cassie Kim of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, assigned
to the Special Prosecution Unit, con-
ducted an investigation, including more
than 40 interviews and forensic exami-
nations of telephone records and com-
puters.

“These charges are the culmination
of a lengthy but necessary investiga-
tion,” Mr. Romankow said. “It is regret-
table, however, that Mr. Masiello cor-
rupted the testing process, which is a
disservice to all those who competed
fairly to serve their community.”

Masiello is scheduled to make his
first appearance before Union County
Superior Court Judge Joan Robinson
Gross on November 7.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NOUS APPRENONS LES ACTUALITIÉES…In an exchange program, 33 French
students came to Westfield. Last Thursday, Westfield Leader editor Michael Pollack
sat down with four French students, Léo, Tom, Léa and Iba, all high school seniors,
who wished to learn about the newspaper industry in the United States.

fordable housing requirement. Mu-
nicipalities who do not meet the obli-
gation can be penalized under the
“builder’s remedy.” According to the
COAH website, “In this type of law-
suit, a builder sues a municipality on
the basis that it has not provided its
fair share of affordable housing, and
then the court can dictate where and
how much affordable housing the
municipality provides and at what
density.”

“It is the municipalities’ option as
to how they create the housing and
where they create the housing,” Ms.
Orsen added in an attempt to alleviate
concerns that the state is forcing af-
fordable housing on municipalities.

Mr. Morin, the night’s first speaker,
explained how municipalities should
be aware that the deadline to submit
plans is fast approaching.

“The appellate division has voted
on a motion saying that they will not
grant additional time,” he added. He
called the December 31 deadline for
submitting plans “firm.”

Jeffrey Janota, a certified residen-
tial planner familiar with COAH’s
complex requirements, explained the
housing element and fair-share com-
ponents of the reporting require-
ments.

Asked why the percentage of af-
fordable housing allowed for seniors
had been reduced to 25 percent, Ms.
Orsen said that while COAH had
asked for 50 percent, the Appellate
Courts had rejected the figure. Age-
restricted housing for people 55 and
over has traditionally been a popular
way for municipalities to meet their
fair housing obligations.

During a brief question and answer
session, local community leaders and
members of the public voiced their
frustration.

“People are leaving New Jersey.
Our population is going down,” said
Westfield Councilman Frank Arena.
“I hope this will be looked at by
legislators.”

“We have not faced the issue yet of
actual jobs declining,” Ms. Orsen said.

She added, “I see COAH moving
down the path of reality - especially
given the current economic condi-
tions.”

COAH’s projections have been
criticized by legislators and munici-
pal leaders as out of synch with the
economic reality facing the state.
Some of those in attendance ques-
tioned how the state could move for-
ward with the third round with the
economy teetering on the brink of
recession and homeowners plagued
by high taxes and falling house prices.

“We all have deep concerns,” Mr.
Bramnick told the capacity crowd.
“In this economy, how will we imple-
ment this?”

He added that COAH was at the
“forefront of challenges” facing leg-
islators. “The law is not clear, the rule
is not clear,” he said. “I can guarantee
you, its gonna change and we hope
for the better.”

COAH’s fair share methodology,
upon which it bases its projections, is
a procedure that takes into account a
municipality’s fiscal capacity, wealth,
employment trends and space avail-
able for development. COAH relies
on satellite photos to determine ca-
pacity for affordable housing devel-
opment at the municipal level.

Mr. Kean took issue with what he
said were overestimations of open
space on COAH’s maps. He is not
alone.

Earlier this year, Senator Anthony
Bucco (R-25) pointed out that some
of the areas classified by COAH as
open acreage suitable for develop-
ment included parts of the Army’s
Picatinny Arsenal, a rest area and
parts of the median on Route 287, and
areas between the runways and taxi-
ways at Morristown airport.

Still, Governor Jon Corzine has
called housing a “basic right” for
everyone and has said that providing
affordable housing is a “moral and
constitutional obligation.”

“We are trying to work with the
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency (HMFA),” said Ms.
Orsen, while adding that, “There is
an even greater need for affordable
housing now.”

COAH has said that a municipality
is only obligated to build affordable
housing when they have built market-
rate housing and commercial devel-
opment.

stricted housing facility, that they are
70 percent sold.

The DWC also reported the bid for
the South Avenue Streetscape project,
anticipated for construction in the
spring, is currently stalled as details
are being negotiated with the county,
primarily to avoid having the county
remove new work when they rework
Central Avenue, currently slated for
2010.

The property owners’ forum, held
on October 6, had been expected to be
a demand for an improved parking
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Affordable Housing

situation. The forum instead became,
according to DWC Chairman
Dominick Verdic, “a pretty positive
meeting” focusing on traffic build-
ing.

DWC treasurer Lee Hale said the
meeting failed to discuss the last three
agenda items, which were long-term
planning issues. The event was at-
tended by 33 property owners, repre-
senting about 30 properties, accord-
ing to Mrs. Cronin. Mr. Verdic com-
mented that “merchants should be
there, too.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown WF Corporation

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WHEEL OF FUN…Area families gather at Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park last
Sunday following the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club’s annual Halloween Parade.
Among them were a junior “Pat Sajak” and “Vanna White” of television’s
“Wheel of Fortune.” The Macky family’s “Wheel of Fortune” theme earned
second place among groups.

Fee Increases Introduced;
Town Honors Wil Kehler
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Furthering mea-
sures discussed preliminarily last
week, the Westfield Town Council
unanimously moved to accept three
ordinances on first reading to increase
specific town fees.

The town will up its daily filming fee,
payable in addition to a basic filming
permit, to $1,500 a day, increased from
$1,000. A company interested in film-
ing in Westfield would first need a
permit, which costs $100. Last week,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said,
“Major filming companies come in and
are surprised at $1,000. It’s very low for
them.”

The town layers its filming fees, per-
mitting filming by non-profit appli-
cants for an educational documentary
or public television purposes at a $25
per-day charge. Student applicants film-
ing similar subjects would neither be
subject to a fee nor a permit charge.

The town also will raise its annual
dog-license fee, which has remained at
$7 for the last 25 years. Town Clerk
Claire Gray has recommended a $14.80
fee, which comes in addition to the fee
charged for a registration tag. The mu-
nicipality is permitted to raise the fee to
$21. Ms. Gray last week said Westfield’s
new prices are “not out of the norm.”

For cats, Westfield will bump its fee
from $7 to $10, with licenses for “unal-
tered” cats jumping to $13. Ms. Gray
said the town has issued 100 cat license
registrations over the year.

On Tuesday, when introducing the
new fees, which fall under the Code
Review and Town Property Committee,
chairman Jim Foerst said, “it had been
decades since the fees were reviewed;”
he added that the ordinance would in-
crease fees “modestly” to cover admin-
istrative expenses. Mr. Foerst told the
town residents watching on TV 36 that
the manner by which residents register
animals will not change, only the fees.

The town authorized the police chief
to go out to bid for three Integrian
Digital Camera Patroller Systems. The
system, which is used currently in eight
Westfield patrol cars and headquarters,
is a complete, integrated video-surveil-
lance network that captures audio and
video from multiple angles, as well as
assists in vehicle identification and ra-
dar information.

The council also approved the inser-
tion of $8,250 of revenue, available
from the Union County Drunk Driving
Enforcement Fund, into the budget.
The Union County Police Department,
in conjunction with municipal police
agencies, conducts and operates sobri-

ety checkpoints throughout the area.
Council members and town employ-

ees, along with The Westfield Leader
reporter and TV 36 cameraman, wore
blue “Wil Power” bracelets in honor of
Wil Kehler, one of Doug and Lane
Kehler’s triplets and grandson of the
late Gary Kehler.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins gave an update on Wil, 5,
who was diagnosed with osteosarcoma
in his left femur shortly after his fifth
birthday. Osteosarcoma is a rare and
malignant form of bone cancer.

Ms. Kimmins reported that he un-
derwent a successful operation last
week. Rotationplasty, a combination of
limb-salvage surgery and amputation,
helped reconstruct his leg after the tu-
mor was removed. His recovery, which
will take roughly 20 more weeks, will
continue into late spring 2009. For those
who would like to help, a benefit din-
ner/ dance will be held for Wil on
November 29, at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. All proceeds will go to the
Kehler Family. For more, see
wilkehlerfund.com.

Ms. Kimmins said the Kehler family
is “honored” and “overwhelmed” by
citizens’ support.

“We wish the best to the Kehler
family,” Ms. Kimmins said. “We’re
thinking of you.”

The council went into executive ses-
sion following the public portion of the
meeting to address the ongoing matter
of Chambers vs. Town of Westfield, a
sexual-harassment lawsuit filed against
the Town of Westfield, the Westfield
Police Department and former Chief
Bernard Tracy in December 2006.

Westfield Y’s Men’s Club Halloween Costume Winners
Groups: 1st, Hessberger family,

Four Seasons; 2nd, Macky family,
Wheel of Fortune; 3rd, Percival fam-
ily, Star Wars

7 and Over: 1st, Marlo, Bath Girl;
2nd, Ciara Rodgers, Geisha Girl; 3rd,
Conner Smith, Wii Controller

6 yrs. old: 1st, Clea Demuynck,
Spiderella; 2nd, Jake Arrogante,
Captain America; 3rd, Leo Marmile,
Astronaut

5 yrs. old: 1st, Liam Tucker, Pea-
cock; 2nd, Hayden Avidon, Con-
struction Worker; 3rd, Brynne Conte,
Bumblebee

4 yrs. old: 1st, April Walsh,
Tinkerbell; 2nd, Mia Johnson, Hula
Girl; 3rd, Samantha, Ariel

3 and under: 1st, Micheal
Marshall, Borg from Star Trek; 2nd,
Daniel Stender, Capt. Feather Sword;
3rd, Sophia DiIorio, Crayola Set

Council Control At Stake
In Next Week’s SP Election

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
will try to gain control of the govern-
ing body for the first time in a decade
in next week’s municipal elections,
when the mayor’s seat, as well as a
council seat will be up for grabs.

Democrat Councilman Kevin
Glover is facing Republican Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool in the race to
succeed Republican Mayor Martin
Marks. Democrat Theresa Mullen is
facing Republican Mary DePaola for
the council seat presently held by
Republican Paulette Coronato.

Republicans hold a 3-2 advantage
on the council, and if the Democrats
win either the mayoral or council
race, they will gain control of the
governing body in 2009.

Mrs. Malool was appointed to the
council in the summer of 2002 before
winning four-year terms later that
year and in 2006. Previously, she was
chief legislative aide to the late As-
semblyman Alan Augustine. In 2003,
she received her law degree and
opened her practice in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Glover, who is in midst of his
first term, was a senior vice president
at Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette and
a corporate vice president at Drexel
Burnham Lambert and currently op-
erates a facilities consulting firm.

Mrs. DePaola was appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment at the
beginning of the year after having
served on several local committees,
including the cultural arts, mayor’s
gala and Scotch Plains Day commit-
tees.

Mrs. Mullen has been a trial lawyer
in New Jersey for 14 years and is an
officer of the Union County Bar As-

sociation and presently the co-chair-
person of the county bar’s Civil Prac-
tice Committee. She has been a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Memorial
Day Committee.

“No matter what the outcome of
the election is, we are pleased with
how we ran our campaign,” Mrs.
Malool and Mrs. DePaola said in a
statement to The Westfield Leader.
“We maintained a positive focus, con-
centrating on the issues that are im-
portant to our residents. The people
we have met over the last couple of
months have shared with us their con-
cerns about property taxes, maintain-
ing services and improving the down-
town. The overwhelming majority,
however, are happy living in Scotch
Plains and think it is a great town.”

“This campaign has been an in-
credibly wonderful experience as I
had the opportunity to meet thou-
sands of our residents, and to talk
face to face with them on the issues
that concern them most,” Mr. Glover
told The Leader in a statement. “I met
individuals that have recently joined
our community and many who have
been here for decades. They shared
with me that this unprecedented
downturn in the economy is having a
profound negative impact on their
family’s finances.”

Mrs. Mullen called the race for
council “a truly rewarding experi-
ence.” She told The Leader, “The
door-to-door campaign has been the
most rewarding, as it has afforded me
the opportunity to meet countless resi-
dents who have expressed their over-
whelming concern about the vast in-
crease in municipal property taxes in
recent years, especially in the tough
economy.”

CAMPAIGN TRAIL…Congressional candidate for the 7th District Leonard
Lance, center, campaigns at the Mountainside PTA fair last Saturday with
Councilman Jeff Wass, left.


