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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

October 23, 1998: Senior Lamont
Turner made a key interception, which
eventually led to a TD, then later shed
new light with a 72-yard TD recep-
tion to seal a, 14-0, victory for the
Westfield football team over Linden
underneath the portable lights at Gary
Kehler Stadium.

October 22, 1999: Thoughts of
remaining unbeaten vanished in the
mountains of western New Jersey as
a rough and determined Belvidere
High School football team refused to
let the Raiders overrun them, taking
to the air three times to grab an 18-7
victory. Raider halfback Nathan Jones
had two breakaway runs, one that
resulted in a touchdown.

October 21, 2000: He’s one of the
smallest guys on the field, but Mike
Mroz sure has a way of making his
presence felt. The 5-foot-9, 170-
pound senior co-captain made a bunch
of big plays and helped the Blue Devil
football team escape Gary Kehler
Stadium with a closer-than-it-sounds
14-12 victory over Irvington. Jay
Cook boomed a 70-yard punt. QB
Ryan MacDonald hooked up with
Jim McKeon for an eight-yard TD
pass and a 71-yard TD pass.

October 18, 2001: The Blue Devil
girls cross-country team captured its
seventh-straight Watchung Confer-
ence National Division title at
Warinanco Park in Roselle. The Blue
Devils led by Sarah Mahran, who
placed first with a personal-best time

of 19:56, had a total of 24, easily
topping the Raider girls who had a
total of 52. Blue Devils, Erin
McClellan second at 20:42, Michelle
Madorma seventh at 21:40 and Mel-
issa Richey eighth at 21:44 recorded
personal-best times. Lindsay Curry
led the Raiders, placing third in 21:15
followed by Mary Shashaty at 21:23.

October 23, 2002: Talent, enthusi-
asm and yellow cards shined brightly
in this season’s second match up be-
tween the No. 1, Raider boys soccer
team and host Westfield, which re-
sulted in a 2-2 tie at Gary Kehler
Stadium. Junior forward Lee Tomasso
and junior sweeper Brendan Egan
scored for the 8-2-4 Blue Devils.
Sophomore forward Terrence Charles
and senior forward Jeff Hensal netted
goals for the 11-0-2 Raiders.

October 20, 2004: The Raiders
never forgot their opening day en-
counter in September when the
Cranford Cougars snarled for a 1-1
tie late in the game. That memory was
dispelled as the (10-1-1) Raider girls’
soccer team tamed Cranford, 3-0, in
Scotch Plains. Allie Hambleton
scored a pair of goals.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/East Side Football
SPF/Westfield Boys Soccer
Westfield/SPF Girls Soccer

SPF/Kearny Football
Westfield/BrH2O Tennis

Essex/Union Seeks
Wrestling Officials
The Union/Essex Wrestling Of-

ficials Association is seeking new
members. For an application please
contact Rich at (908) 241-4793.

‘Put Some Clothes On,
Clap, clap, clap-clap-clap’

Have you ever heard of Stamford
Bridge? It’s the archaic 130-year-old
stadium in West London that is home
to the legendary Chelsea Blues of the
English Premier League. Imagine, if
you will, what it must be like to be
there for a match, especially one
against archrivals Arsenal or
Tottenham Hotspur.

Well, according to my source, Sir
Leslie Clockman, if you were among
the fanatics at Wexler Pitch (a.k.a.
Shimme A. Wexler Field) for last
Wednesday’s futbol match between Sir
George Kapner’s Westfield Blue Dev-
ils and Lord Tom Breznitsky’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders (a 1-0 WHS

Devil of the Week
Tom McManus

Boys soccer

victory), you probably got at least a bit
of that feeling. Between the painted
faces and color-coordinated clothes of
the fans (white for WHS, black for SP-
F), and the non-stop cheers and chants
and singing, and the cowbell ringing, it
was quite an amazing scene. Sir Leslie
said it was much like the clubs’ first
meeting, a 1-0 WHS win at Old
Kehlerford, but even better.

(Sir Leslie’s favorite cheer came
during the pre-game warmups, when
half a dozen SP-F girls dressed in all-
black sports bras and short shorts
walked past the visitors’ stands and
were serenaded with “PUT SOME
CLOTHES ON,” clap, clap, clap-clap-
clap by the Section 37 rowdies.

(His one lament was that the WHS
fans showed a breech of class by chant-
ing the sophomoric “Nah Nah Hey
Hey Good Bye” song before the game
had ended. It’s bad enough to sing that
song, he said, but proper etiquette
dictates that you wait for the final
whistle.

(Sir Leslie also got a kick out of the
WHS players coming over after the
match to salute their fans.)

The rivalry between the two clubs
has been white-hot since 1960-61,
when WHS joined the five-year-old
Watchung Conference and SP-F be-
came a regular opponent in all sports.
From the get-go, the rivalry was in-
tense between the two neighbors, in
football, soccer, basketball, wrestling,
baseball and track. But soccer, as can
often be the case, tended to really
bring out the crazies.

WHS’s first varsity soccer win came
in its first year, 1963, 3-0 over SP-F.
One of the WHS defenders was Mark
Metcalf, who would go on to later
fame as Douglas K. Niedermayer in
the movie “Animal House.”

And who could ever forget the 3-3
tie the two teams played in 1977, the
first soccer game ever played on Rec-
reation Field (Kehler Stadium, or Old
Kehlerford).

Or the following year at SP-F, when
the Raiders were awarded a forfeit
win by the officials after an irate WHS
fan twice went after the officials for
what he felt were several missed foul
calls.

Then there was the classic 1981
game, a 5-0 WHS win, when the two
teams engaged in a wild brawl as they
left the field for halftime.

And how many times, back in the
days when the WHS varsity pitch
(a.k.a. Lamberts Mill Road) was lo-
cated between the softball field of
Tamaques Field 6 and the tennis courts,
were the local gendarmes/constables/
bobbies/police called in to break up
the action, both on and off the pitch.

Good times, good times.
But that’s what a rivalry is all about.

It’s all about competition. My town
vs. your town is the essence of sport.
And few towns in New Jersey have a
more healthy year-round rivalry than
Westfield and Scotch Plains. Although
WHS has dominated the all-sports
competition, winning 72 percent of
the games/matches/meets, the Raid-
ers have made in-roads recently in
football and wrestling. The one male
sport that SP-F has had an edge over
WHS is soccer, albeit a slight one; in
the series’ 70-match history, SP-F has
31 wins, WHS 28 wins, with 11 ties.

On a sad note, senior sparkplug
Todd Saunders, one of the state’s best
defenders, suffered a broken foot in
the closing minutes of the match and
will likely be out the rest of the sea-
son. Replacing the feisty Saunders is
impossible. But with seniors Pat
Tresnan, Justin Ramalho and Nick
Breza, junior Ryan Jennings and
sophomore Evan Heroux, WHS still
has five high-quality defenders in front
of goalie Mike Lessner.

Ironically, in 1991, Kapner’s first
year as coach of the boys side, tri-
captain and standout defender Kevin
Zadourian was lost to injury at a simi-
lar point in the season. The other team
members just stepped it up a notch or
two and WHS won both the county
and state championships. That ’91
squad will be inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame on
Nov. 24.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
With a 5-0 record for the first time

since 1979, WHS heads into the meat
of its schedule, starting with Saturday’s
trip to Matthews Field to take on 5-0
Irvington. The Blue Knights are com-
ing off a 29-21 overtime win over
previously unbeaten Elizabeth.
Irvington has outstanding team speed,
good size, a tremendous quarterback,

but is always a threat to implode with
penalties and turnovers.

The teams first met in 1923 and ’24,
with the Campers, as they were known
then, winning both games. They did
not meet again until 1981, after
Irvington joined the Watchung Con-
ference. WHS won 40-0 that year,
with Mike Giacone and Paul Leifer
each scoring two touchdowns behind
the blocking of Sal Pafumi. WHS
leads the series 12-11-2, although
Irvington has won the last four meet-
ings, including 20-13 last year.

WHS will have to defend and tackle
better than it did in last Friday’s 55-29
win over Newark East Side. Hope-
fully linebacker Henry Kwok will be
back in uniform this week. The Den
loves to see opponents get “kwoked”
by No. 42.

The 55 points were the most WHS
has scored in one game since a 55-14
win over Cranford in 1998. Through
five games, WHS has scored 198 points,
just six less than the ’77 team’s 204 and
15 more than the ’70 team’s 183.

Ricardo Johnson’s three touch-
downs give him 23 for his career,
tying him with Pump Vella (’37),
Bruce Otzmann (’69) and Kevin
Bonner (’71) for eighth place on the
WHS all-time list. Mike Clark’s seven
PAT kicks were one short of the school
one-game record, set by John Greene
in 1964 against Hillside.

WHS quarterback Tony DiIorio is in
some seriously good company. Last
Friday the senior went over 2,000 yards
of career total offense; in 15 games, he
has run for 606 yards and passed for
1,522, giving him 2,128 yards. His two
TD passes were Nos. 17 and 18 for his
career, two more than Dave Brown
(’88), the former New York Giants
starter, and trailing just Sam Mitchell
(’49, 22 TDs) and Joe Monninger (’71,
23). Brown, Mitchell and Monninger
are all Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
inductees.

WHS currently is third in North
Section 2 Group 4 power points (but
first among teams with only five games
played). The top teams in the section
(top eight qualify) are: 1. Hunterdon
Central (5-1) 48 points, 2. Ridge (5-1)
44, 3. Westfield (5-0) 41, 4. Piscataway
(4-1) 36, 5. Watchung Hills (3-3) 31,
6. Elizabeth (4-1) 30, 7. Edison (3-2)
24, Union (3-2) 24, and 9. Plainfield
(3-2) 23.

SOCCER UPDATE
Saturday’s Union County Tourna-

ment quarterfinals doubleheader at
Old Kehlerford was a mixed bag for
the Blue and White backers.

The WHS boys lost to Gov.
Livingston 2-1 in a penalty-kick
shootout, after allowing a late goal on
a penalty kick. (Since SP-F was also a
3-1 loser to New Providence, both
WHS and SP-F were clearly suffering
from post-rivalry-game syndrome.)

The WHS girls, meanwhile, notched
a 2-0 victory over Union, moving into
tomorrow’s semifinals against un-
beaten host A.L. Johnson at 8 p.m.

GYMNASTICS UPDATE
The WHS gymnastics team made it

three straight Union County champi-
onships with an outstanding 110.525
effort last Friday. With junior class-
mate Jenna Rodrigues limited due to
a head injury during warm-ups, Lacy
Cummings stepped up and won the
all-around title (37.65) for the second
straight year, along with vault (9.65),
bars (9.1) and beam (9.6). Senior Tina
Chabrier (9.425) was first in floor
exercise as WHS swept all the firsts.
Competing to help the team win,
Rodrigues took seconds on bars and
beam.

CROSS COUNTRY UPDATE
Championship season for the harri-

ers of coaches Jack Martin (boys) and
Thom Hornish (girls) gets underway
today when the Watchung Confer-
ence meet is held at Warinanco Park in
Roselle. WHS will rely on depth and
its “pack mentality” to maybe bring
home a trophy or two. The county
championships will be held a week
from tomorrow at Warinanco.

IN THE GENES
The top-ranked girl in the NJSIAA

Singles Tournament was Millburn
senior Rachel Cantor, the daughter of
Bruce Cantor (WHS, ’78). The Short
Hills resident was upset last week in
the fourth round to Morris Hills’
Cristina Nunez 6-7, 6-2, 6-0. That left
Cantor with a 15-1-1 record going
into the state Team Tournament; the
Millers are ranked No. 1 in the state.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Tom
McManus. The senior midfielder, who
has a team-best nine goals, scored the
lone goal in WHS’s 1-0 soccer victory
over SP-F. That’s the second time
McManus has done that this fall.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Girls Soccer Results:
QUARTERFINALS:

Westfield 2, Union 0
Meghan Freudenheim and Hannah

Kronick scored for the 10-1-2, top-
seeded Blue Devils.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Union
Catholic 1

Morgan Burke, Katherine Dinizo
and Avika Shah scored for the 12-2-
1, second-seeded Raiders. Raychel
Kruper and Ally Prestridge had as-
sists. Katie Colombo scored for the
9-5-1 Vikings.
Johnson 2, New Providence 1

Crusaders Loralyn Sortino, Casey
Dunn, Rachel Syko and Brook
Tropeano converted their penalty
kicks in a 4-1, shootout edge to stop
the Pioneers. Syko scored in regula-
tion for the 11-0-1 Crusaders and
Kim Cross scored for the 10-2-1
Pioneers.
Cranford 1, Summit 0

Julianne Grandal hit the 9-5-1
Cougars’ fourth penalty kick in a
shootout to seal the deal.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

SCOTCH PLAINS $889,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $989,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $549,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,395,000

WESTFIELD $749,000 WESTFIELD $849,000

To be built Scotch Meadow Estates 5 new homes
range from $889,900 to $1,200,000.  To be custom
crafted, distinctive and elegant.  Design your own
model at new cul de sac.  This model will offer 9
rooms and include 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths and a Fam-
ily Room with fireplace.

Dazzling new construction!  Beautiful hardwood
floors, moldings, wainscotting, dramatic two-story
ceilings in foyer and fabulous Eat-In Kitchen, Formal
Dining Room with wet bar, Library, 1st floor guest
room with full bath.  Designer touches throughout!

Large raised Ranch.  Great entertainment flow with
large deck looking onto .73 acre of expansive, flat
property.  Also offers a tiered garden, school bus stop
in front of house and an amazing amount of space.
Great neighborhood.

Center hall Colonial in “The Gardens” is in won-
derful condition with 6 rooms, 3 Bedrooms and 2.5
baths.  Also features beautiful hardwood floors,
newer HVAC & HWH, updated Kitchen, newer
powder room and electric, walk-up attic storage.
Close to everything!

Picture perfect behind a white picket fence!  This
lovely “Wychwood” home has been totally renovated
and is in “move in” condition.  All new Kitchen and
appliances, baths, roof, landscaping, driveway and
more.  Beautiful refinished oak floors, neutral décor
and freshly painted interior and exterior.

WESTFIELD $819,900
This wonderful Colonial/Custom home sold
for 99% of its list price in only 36 days.  Con-
tact any of our extraordinary agents and let
them design a personalized marketing plan
for your home.

Fabulous Custom home with open floor plan and
soaring 3-story foyer with skylight.  Includes 10 large
rooms, gourmet Kitchen with granite counters, cus-
tom cabinets and stainless steel appliances, 4 large
Bedrooms (each with full bath and large closet),
huge Master Bedroom suite.

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,250,000
Lovely 12 room Custom home with a truly fabulous
interior, gracious entry foyer with circular stairwell,
1st floor Master Bedroom with full bath and sitting
room, spacious Family Room with stone fireplace,
well-equipped Kitchen with breakfast area, 2nd floor
Junior Suite with full bath and 2 walk-in closets.

UC Tournament
Boys Soccer Results:

QUARTERFINALS:
Governor Livingston 2, Westfield 1
(OT)

Jeremy Robbins, Chris Santamaria,
Greg Sobol and Zach Robbins netted
their penalty kicks to give the ninth-
seeded Governor Livingston High
School boys soccer team a stunning,
2-1, overtime victory over the top-
seeded Blue Devils. Santamaria
scored a goal with two minutes re-
maining in regulation to give the High-
landers a 1-0 lead but Ryan Krasnoo
headed in a pass from Mike Irving to
send the game to overtime.
New Providence 3, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 1

Mark Hartenstein, Ozzie Morales
and Tim Terrezza scored for the 12-0-
2 Pioneers and Mike DelSordi scored
for the Raiders.
Elizabeth 1, Cranford 0

Dan Correia scored for the 10-4
Minutemen.
Summit 2, Union 1

Dan Palma scored what turned out
to be the winning goal for the 11-3-1
Hilltoppers.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Raider Net Girls Nip
GL Highlanders, 3-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls tennis team nipped Gov-
ernor Livingston, 3-2, on October 13.
The victory was especially satisfying
since the GL Highlanders placed third
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) on September 29 and the Raid-
ers finished fifth.

At first singles, Raider Aleksandra
Szczuka defeated Laura Tierney, who
competed at second singles in the
UCT, 6-0, 6-1. Highlander Chantel
Le topped Isabel Lopez, 6-2, 6-2, at
second singles and Raider Neha
Pannuri stopped Kaitlyn Hoehn at
third singles, 6-1, 6-2.

Raiders Lyndsey Douglas and
Emily Katz outlasted Pam Samuels
and Sophie Osborne, who placed
fourth in the UCT, 6-2, 3-6, 6-4, at
first doubles. At second doubles,
Highlanders Jen Xia and Holly Ream
defeated Julie Deutsch and Christina
Reiman, 6-1, 6-2.


