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Voting Is Both a Gift to Us
And Our Duty as Citizens

By THE REVEREND ANDREW
HAMERSLEY

As a clergyman, I am constrained
by the separation of Church and State
to keep my views of particular candi-
dates out of the pulpit. I take it further.
I do not wear campaign buttons; I do
not put campaign bumper stickers on
the car I drive as it is leased for me by
the parish. Living in a rectory, I do not
think it appropriate to put campaign
lawn signs on a lawn I do not own.

While my parish members can
pretty well guess my party affiliation
and my political sympathies, it is my
goal never to permit my political views
to hamper my role as a pastor who is
called to serve all of God’s people in
our parish. Having said all that, I do
not feel able, nor would I want to
constrain, those who by circumstance
are related to me by marriage or birth.

My wife’s and my kids’ cars are
festooned with bumper stickers. She
and my daughter are a good source
for campaign buttons, and they work
the phones and canvass near and far.
Our son, who is away at college in
another state, was signed up immedi-
ately for an absentee ballot. Politics
is a lively source of our discussions at

home, and our moral values inform
the candidates we support.

Episcopal clergy are required by
canon law to teach about stewardship,
including the right use of God’s gifts. I
think it is proper for clergy to remind
their people of the moral value of their
citizenship. Jesus said, “Render there-
fore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s
and to God the things that are God’s.”

Part of being a good steward within
a democratic society is to register and
vote. It seems to me that if one chooses
to stay home, one has squandered a
gift and neglected a duty. It might be
argued that religion and politics
should never mix. (As a child, I was
grilled in preparation for a visit to my
grandma not to speak of politics or
religion. I found complimenting her
dress was a reliable hit!)

While it may be true that discus-
sions of these topics can make for
uncomfortable conversations around
a gathered family holiday table or a
neighborhood party, it is hard to ar-
gue that religion and politics are not
part of the Judeo-Christian tradition.
Whether it is the prophets’ relentless
call to “do justice” or Jesus’ frequent
mention of matters of wealth and
poverty, scripture regularly confronts
us with matters of fairness and equity
as we live within community.

I hope that people will be quick to
reject those portions of the religious
community and their political bud-
dies that blur the separation of church
and state. (I sometimes wonder how
they get away with their pronounce-
ments and keep their IRS status!) I
also hope that as we near Election
Day, people of faith will join with all
others as, together, we exercise our
duty as citizens and elect those candi-
dates who most reflect our values.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley is rector of

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Health Fair to Take Place
In Township on Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will hold its
20th Annual Health Fair on Saturday,
October 25, from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
the corner of Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

A hypertension clinic and infor-
mation tables staffed by local medi-
cal organizations will be available
for township residents.

An extensive blood screening
(Health Screen II) will be offered.
Registration is required prior to the
health fair. The cost for this test is $18
and registration will take place through
tomorrow, Friday, October 24.

Payments can be made between
8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the health
department office in Room 212 of
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, located at 430 Park Avenue.

Flu shots will be available at the
health fair for Scotch Plains residents
age 65 and older (individuals are asked
to bring their Medicare card as proof
of eligibility) or for those residents
under age 65 with long-term health
problems and a physician’s note.

The Scotch Plains Lions Club will
again participate in the health fair by
arranging for the Lions’ Eye/Ear
Mobile, along with an eye doctor and
audiologist, to be at the event. Lions
Club members will help to register
visitors and assist the eye doctor and
audiologist during the health fair.

For further information regarding
the health fair, interested persons may
call the Scotch Plains Health De-
partment at (908) 322-6700, exten-
sion no. 309.

IN THE SPIRIT…Costumed docents gather outside the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield in preparation to welcome parents and children for
“Halloween Hocus Pocus” this Sunday, October 26, from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Partici-
pants are invited to wear their own Halloween costumes to the event, which will
feature treats and various activities.

Miller-Cory Invites Families
To ‘Halloween Hocus Pocus’
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum will feature “Hal-
loween Hocus Pocus” on Sunday, Oc-
tober 26, from 1:30 to 4 p.m. This
program is described as ideal for
young children.

Costumed docents will greet visi-
tors at the door of the 1740 farm-
house, located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield. Attendees are in-
vited to wear their Halloween cos-
tumes to the event. Activities for the
afternoon will include cookie deco-
rating, storytelling and games, as
well as crafts for children to make at
the museum and take home. Festive
refreshments will be served.

The fee for “Halloween Hocus
Pocus” is $4 for children; accompa-
nying adults may attend for free. No
reservations are necessary for any of
the day’s activities.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a nationally recognized living mu-
seum, listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail.

Upcoming Sunday events at the
museum include “Antiques Ap-
praisal” on November 2, “There’s

Something in the Air – 18th Century
Odors” on November 9, “Spoon
Dolls” on November 16 and “Thanks-
giving Dinner, Manners and Table
Customs” on November 23. For more
information on programs or to sched-
ule a school or scout tour, call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Nationally-designated Primary Stroke Centers — 
Morristown Memorial Hospital and Overlook Hospital.
How quickly and effectively you’re treated after a stroke is critical.  Our New Jersey

designated Comprehensive Stroke Centers have been recognized for excellence by

the American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association. 

As leaders in stroke care, we are the first hospitals in the state using  The Penumbra

SystemTM, and among the few using the Merci®Retriever — minimally invasive tools

offering more options to our patients, maximizing recoveries.  

When a stroke occurs, our highly-trained stroke teams are here to treat it as

quickly as possible.  

For a referral to a neurologist, call 866-581-4630. For more information or to sign 

up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

With a stroke, speed is everything.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

Rabbi Wolf to Discuss
Kabbalah on Nov. 5

FANWOOD – The Chabad Jewish
Center of Union County will welcome
Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf, an authority on
the intersection of psychology,
spirituality and Kabbalah, on
Wednesday, November 5, at 7:30 p.m.
Rabbi Wolf will give a lecture on
“The Kabbalah of Mind Yoga.”

Some of the topics he will address
are practical methods to achieve inner
peace, happiness and fulfillment; the
motivation behind thoughts and
emotions; developing a life-changing
positive attitude; meditations to heal
the body and soul, and unparalleled
insight into the mysteries of life,
reality and spirituality.

Rabbi Wolf, a native of Australia,
also is an attorney and educator. A
global teacher of psycho-spiritual
training and leadership development,
he is in the United States for a series
of seminars and retreats.

Admission is $25. There is an “early
bird” special of $18 for advanced paid
reservations. A sponsorship of $180
includes two tickets and an audience
with Rabbi Wolf. The Chabad is located
at 193 South Avenue in Fanwood. For
more information, contact Rabbi
Avrohom Blesofsky at (908) 790-0008
or e-mail rabbi@chabaduc.com.

D’Elias Welcome Son,
Anthony Sebastian

Sebastian and Nelly D’Elia of
Fanwood have announced the birth of
their son, Anthony Sebastian D’Elia,
on Monday, October 6, at 7:18 p.m. at
JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Anthony weighed 5 pounds and 10
ounces and measured 19 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandmother
is Alba Andino of North Plainfield.

Anthony D’Elia of Jersey City is
his paternal grandfather.

Terrill Road Baptist
To Debut SongFest

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill
Road Baptist Church will hold its
first annual SongFest this Sunday,
October 26, from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

Featuring the close Gospel har-
mony of “Calvary Quartet,” SongFest
is a God-honoring celebration of
music and drama. This program will
be free and open to the public.

The afternoon also will include
the GraceNotes children’s choir, skits
and other youth and adult music.
Refreshments will follow. Tickets
are not necessary. Doors will open at
4:15 p.m. For more information, call
(908) 322-7151. The Terrill Road
Baptist Church is located at 1340
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. Bill
Page is pastor.

Cholesterol Screenings
Are Scheduled at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital

will offer cholesterol screenings on
Tuesday, October 28, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Westfield Area “Y,” lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Total cholesterol, HDL and TC/
HDL ratio will be measured using a
simple fingerstick. Education and
counseling will be offered based on
results. Fasting is not required; regis-
tration is required. The fee is $10. To
register, call (800) 247-9580.


