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Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?

Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:

• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.

• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.

With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248
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To w n B a n k . c o m

44 Elm St.
Westfield, NJ 07090  

908.518.9333

520 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800

328 South Ave.
Fanwood, NJ 07023

908.564.0030

104 Walnut Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.931.0050

N.P.D. Batman

See you in Fanwood
on October 25th!!!

Saturday 11:00-3:00, 
328 South Avenue!!!

Come to the Town Bank Grand Opening.
There will be a very special guest for the kids

and special rates for the grown-ups.

Pony Rides, Petting Zoo, 
Pumpkin Decorating,
Face Painting & Balloon Art,

Live Dixieland Jazz Trio Band, 
Hotdogs, Popcorn, Pretzels, Ice Cream!!!

Enter to Win 
a Caribbean 

Vacation!!! ***
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Home Equity Line of Credit3.99%

Home Equity Line of Credit3.99%
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for new Prestige Savings Accounts opened as of 9/30/08.  A minimum daily balance of $50,000 must be maintained in the Prestige Savings Account and the accountholder must also have a Town Bank personal checking account in order
to receive the APY.  If the balance falls below $50,000.00 the standard tiers and variable rates for this account will apply.  No interest is paid on balances less than $1,000.00.  As of 9/30/08, the APY for balances of $1,000.00 to $9,999.99 is 1.00%, for account balances
of $10,000 to $49,999.99 is 2.00%, and for account balances of $50,000.00 or greater is 4.00%.  Tiers, rates and APY’s are subject to change without notice.  $5.00 monthly fee on balances below $100.00.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Variable rate account, interest
compounded daily and paid monthly.  **3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a promotional rate and will expire six months after the loan closing.  The loan must close by 12/31/08.  The APR for this product is variable.  The promotional APR requires an automatic
payment from a Town Bank checking account or the rate is Prime plus 1.00%.  Prime is equal to the Wall Street Journal Prime which, as of 9/30/08, is 5.00%.  After the promotional period, the APR will be Prime minus 1.00% for the life of the credit line 
with a rate floor of 4.50%.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  Offer of credit is subject to credit approval.  Maximum line amount is $350,000.  If you cancel your line of credit within 24 months of
the loan closing, you will be required to pay a cancellation fee of $800.  Property must be an owner occupied 1 to 4 family residence (including townhouses or condominiums) located in New Jersey.  Property
insurance is required.  Collateral located in special flood hazard areas requires flood insurance.  ***Must visit Fanwood Office for entry form and rules.  Drawing Oct 25, 2008.  

Pass It On, October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month

I’d like to thank all of the people who
helped make my agency’s purse and busi-
ness bag collection for domestic violence
survivors a great success.

October is Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, and The Allstate Foundation
is encouraging Americans to “Tell a Gal
P.A.L.” – Pass it on, act and learn about
domestic violence and how economic
empowerment can provide a path to a safe
future for survivors.

As part of this initiative, my agency
was able to collect over 350 nearly new
purses and business bags. The donated
purses and bags will help outfit domestic-
violence survivors with confidence as
they enter or re-enter the workforce to get
back on their feet.

I’d like to thank the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, Downtown
Westfield Corp., Westfield BNI,

Westfield Jaycees, Westfield Rotary and
the Junior Women’s Club for help in
spreading the word to their members; and
thank you Kinderprep of Westfield and
From Head to Toe Salon and Spa in
Roselle for setting up collection boxes in
their lobbies.

It is my hope that in addition to provid-
ing these purses and bags to survivors,
our efforts will start conversations about
domestic violence and economic empow-
erment. Please visit clicktoempower.org
for more information. Thank you to all
who donated and helped us made a differ-
ence.

Ron Bansky
Allstate Insurance, Westfield

Freeholders React to the Threat
To Their Lock on Absolute Power

Kudos to the all-Democratic-ruled
Roselle Borough Council for following
the towns of Summit, Cranford and
Kenilworth passing a resolution calling for
the districting of county government. The
idea of districting county government has
certainly hit a nerve with the decade-long,
all-Democratic county government. With
all the issues confronting Union County
residents, it is the only issue that has drawn
a response from freeholders as it threatens
their absolute power.

At the last freeholder meeting, free-
holder Daniel Sullivan of Elizabeth ranted,
“At best, Republicans would only pick up
one seat with this plan” — As if this issue
were just about getting Republicans
elected and not electing an outside-of-
the-machine Democrat.

“For the record, I voted for Adrian
Mapp for freeholder in the last General
Election. Freeholder Mapp was thrown
off the Democratic line a few months
prior to the Primary Election last year.
Unlike his unfortunate predecessors, he
chose not to leave quietly. He headed a
full slate of freeholder candidates in the
Primary Election and then the General
Election, proving that it is just as hard for
a Democrat to launch a successful elec-
tion against the powerbroker-backed
Democratic machine.

In the months that Mapp remained as
an outsider on the freeholder board, he
made a huge difference. The campaign-
ing with public funds was drastically cut,
and he made several public comments
regarding his distain for the way citizens
were treated during freeholder meetings.
When a citizen asked questions about
cryptic resolutions, which routinely get
voted on without explanation, it was
Adrian Mapp that would give an explana-
tion. Mr. Mapp proved that even one
person could make a difference, no mat-
ter their party affiliation.

The county Democratic machine is
spinning this issue into politics, when in
fact the issue of “at-large” versus “dis-

trict” elections stems from the civil rights
movements in the 1960s. According to
the ACLU, the Voting Rights Act of 1965
became a weapon against not only the
worst Jim Crow laws but also the more
subtle schemes that had rendered minor-
ity votes all but meaningless. The most
common of these schemes is the at-large
election. The Voting Rights Act has been
used to compel the creation of multiple
districts within a jurisdiction. A public
policy alert from the ACLU eloquently
put it: “The right to choose one’s repre-
sentatives in the voting booth is the linch-
pin of a free society; without which, it is
often impossible to exercise other rights.”

In 1973, the Supreme Court ruled in
White v. Regester (412 U.S. 755) that at-
large election schemes were unconstitu-
tional. With that decision, ACLU and
other civil rights groups began the hard
work of challenging the at-large systems
in place in every level of government
throughout the south. Amendments to the
act in 1982 corrected some challenging
issues and strengthened its effectiveness.
After 1982, hundreds of cities and coun-
ties switched from at-large systems.

From a managerial perspective, the
importance in changing the electoral sys-
tem is one of responsiveness and account-
ability. At play is the underlying philoso-
phy of the so-called “spoils system.”
According to Willis Swartz, in his book,
“American Government Problems,” the
general practice of selecting public ad-
ministrators and administrative employ-
ees – whether elected or appointed – on
the basis of partisan politics rather than
that of individual merit or technical skill
leads to corruption and inefficiency and
can be accepted as natural, if not a neces-
sary, consequence of “the system.”

Have I mentioned lately that our ap-
pointed Union County manager is the
nephew of Senator Raymond Lesniak?

Tina Renna
Cranford

UC Watchdog Assoc.

Letters to the Editor

For community organizations,
see goleader.com/organizations

It seems readily apparent after two
consecutive election cycles without a
Candidates’ Debate Forum in Scotch
Plains that the local Democratic Party
will use just about any excuse to avoid a
public discussion and interaction on the
issues that matter most to Scotch Plains
residents.

In 2006, any number of potential fo-
rum dates were provided to the Demo-
crats for a public debate, yet they stone-
walled, would not respond to overtures
from The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
and ultimately, the debate was cancelled
even though the Republican candidates
were ready and anxious to participate.
Accordingly, The Times appropriately
reached out to both local political parties
more than five months ago to set the date
for the 2008 Candidates’ Forum as Octo-
ber 23, which, of course, is today’s date.
While the Republican candidates are once
again ready to participate, both Demo-
cratic candidates and their party chair-
man are claiming either scheduling con-
flicts or bias on the part of The Times or its
correspondent and traditional debate mod-
erator Fred Rossi.

I will remind all candidates that when
one assumes the honor of representing the
citizens of our township that there will be
times that professional and even family
activities will necessarily need to take a
back seat to the responsibilities of being a
candidate for, or a member of, the town-
ship council. Additionally, I defy anyone
to view tapes of past debate forums in
Scotch Plains and find any evidence of
bias on the part of moderator Mr. Rossi.

While Democratic candidates Glover
and Mullen evidently feel more comfort-
able discussing the issues from the com-
fort and safety of their computer key-
boards with weekly letters to the editor,
the citizens of Scotch Plains once again
are being cheated out of hearing an open
interaction on the issues that matter most

to us. Fear not, citizens of Scotch Plains.
There still can be an open discussion on
the issues in a televised public forum this
year.

Should Democrats Glover and Mullen
choose not to show at this evening’s Can-
didates’ Forum at the Municipal Build-
ing, and The Times once again opts not to
proceed with the debate, I propose and
challenge all the candidates and also Times
correspondent Fred Rossi to remain at the
municipal building at the conclusion of
the October 28 meeting of the Scotch
Plains Township Council. At that time, a
live televised discussion and interaction
on the issues that matter the most to us can
be held under the moderation of Mr. Rossi.

At the very least, you will be able to
hear from the two mayoral candidates —
both are presently members of the town-
ship council and presumably will be
present at our meeting. I sincerely hope
that Mary DePaola and Theresa Mullen
will make room in their schedules to
participate as well.

Should this evening’s debate, which
was scheduled more than five months
ago, proceed, there will be no need to
have the discussion after our meeting of
the 28th. At this point, the ball is in the
court of Democrats Mr. Glover and Ms.
Mullen. They may choose to participate
in the forum moderated by The Time’s
Mr. Rossi this evening, or on the 28th.

If the candidates refuse once again to
participate, I can assure you that their
refusal will be thoroughly discussed at
our meeting of the 28th. Citizens are
encouraged to attend the forum at the
municipal building on whichever date it
ultimately proceeds. They may also tune
in to SPTV Comcast 34 and Fios 22.

Editor’s note: This newspaper is pro-
ceeding with the forum on the 23rd, re-
gardless of candidate attendance. We have
no knowledge of plans above on the 28th.
Our role at meetings is strictly reporting.
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By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Regarding the Campaign

Discussion on Scotch Plains
Issues Can and Will Proceed


