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Lance: Stender Ducks Another Debate
Campaign Release: Leonard Lance for Congress

Seventh District Congressional
candidate Leonard Lance, a state sena-
tor from Hunterdon County, has criti-
cized his opponent, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender for canceling yet an-
other already scheduled debate. This
time, Mrs. Stender cancelled the Oc-
tober 29 debate sponsored by the
Hunterdon County Chamber of Com-
merce.

“Assemblywoman Stender’s deci-
sion to cancel debates is wrong,”
Leonard Lance said. “During this
economic crisis, voters across Cen-
tral New Jersey deserve to hear the
candidates talk face-to-face about the
future of New Jersey. We should be
having more debates, not fewer. I call
on Assemblywoman Stender to stop
hiding behind her false and negative
advertising and join me on the stage
in front of voters in addressing the
important issues of the day.”

The Stender for Congress campaign

has now declined or cancelled the
following debates: Hunterdon County
Chamber of Commerce, Stender can-
celled; The Westfield Leader newspa-
per, Stender declined; Gateway Union
County Chamber of Commerce,
Stender Declined; AARP/Channel 9
NY, Stender cancelled.

“Mrs. Stender’s ducking and dodg-
ing debates is another sign that things
aren’t going well for the Trenton
Democrat,” according to a Lance cam-
paign release.

Earlier this week, Star-Ledger col-
umnist Paul Mulshine took Linda
Stender to task in a scathing column
that criticized Mrs. Stender’s cam-
paign advertisements.

Mr. Mulshine wrote, “Democrat
Linda Stender is running the single
sleaziest campaign ad I have ever
seen. In politics, there’s a technical
term for what Stender is doing here.
It’s called ‘lying.’” Mr. Mulshine has
been covering New Jersey politics for
more than 30 years.

The Lance campaign said Mrs.
Stender is also entangled in a brewing
scandal regarding her participation in
the so-called MAC program – a se-
cret slush fund that gave key legisla-
tive leaders sole discretion over mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars in state
money. To date, Mrs. Stender has
refused to explain her role in the
secret slush fund scandal.

“Branded a negative campaigner,
embroiled in scandal, down in the
polls and wrong on the issues, it’s no
wonder Linda Stender doesn’t want
to debate Leonard Lance,” said Lance
for Congress campaign manager
Amanda Woloshen.

McCain-Palin Respond
To Acorn Investigation
ARLINGTON, VA – McCain-Palin

2008 campaign manager Rick Davis
has released the following statement
in response to the FBI’s investigation
of ACORN:

“Given the fact the FBI has
launched a nationwide investigation
into the questionable voter registra-
tion practices of ACORN, it is im-
perative that Barack Obama’s cam-
paign cooperate fully with this im-
portant investigation.

“To date, in public announcements
including last [week’s] debate,
Barack Obama has attempted to con-
ceal and distort his and his
campaign’s relationship with a group
that is currently engaging in system-
atic voter fraud.

“Barack Obama’s campaign must
fully disclose the true nature of his
association with ACORN, includ-
ing:

The total disclosure of all funds,
including $832,000 from Barack
Obama’s campaign to ACORN and
ACORN affiliations like Citizens
Services, Inc.; any and all informa-
tion the Obama campaign has re-
lated to ACORN’s database of regis-
tered voters compiled during this
election cycle; the total disclosure of
coordination between Barack
Obama’s campaign, ACORN, and
ACORN affiliations over the entirety
of this election cycle; the truth be-
hind ACORN’s hiring of get-out-
the-vote workers on Barack Obama’s
behalf in Ohio during this election
cycle.

“In the spirit of a fair election
Barack Obama should assist in this
process prior to Election Day,” Mr.
Davis said.

Campaign Release:  GOP Freeholder Candidates

Residents Look for Change In County
On October 15, the League of

Women Voters moderated a debate
forum for the three Union County
Freeholder seats open in this
November’s election. A forum that
lasted about an hour was hosted in the
Cranford Municipal Building where
residents were given the opportunity
to ask questions and solicit the opin-
ions of the candidates.

The Republican ticket led by Coun-
cilman Michael Yakubov of Roselle
Park argued that the county has a
credit card with no limit and taxpay-
ers are footing the bill. Further citing
that the current all-Democratic free-
holder board has increased the bud-
get over $100 million in fiveyears and
that the county tax increase had more
than doubled itself — going from a 3
percent increase in 2007 to 6.5 per-
cent in 2008.

The already pork-laden $437.7-
million budget will continue to tax
local municipalities with little in re-
turn. The candidates were also asked
about how they would combat gang
violence and what they would do to
address the economic concerns of the
county. Freeholder Estrada answered
that they already are providing ser-
vices to the residents and that it costs
money to continue to do this.

The rebuttal was unanimous on the
other side. Take away the freehold-
ers’ and the county manager’s ve-
hicles that are also funded by the
taxpayers, reduce the freeholders’
$30,000 salaries and have a hiring
freeze on all new job postings until
there is a full review of the depart-
ments need for employment.

One argument that became evi-
dently clear as the candidates re-
sponded was in reference to an idea to
decrease the cost of the county by
placing major projects out to bid in-
stead of personal patronage appoint-
ments for the work. Freeholder Nancy
Ward of Linden rationalized that we
need to find the best person for the job
and low bidders may not be as quali-
fied, especially lawyers.

Mr. Yakubov contested, stating that
there is about one lawyer for every
200 people in New Jersey, and he was
sure that they can find someone.

Republican candidates Joseph
Franchino and John Russitano added
that bidding would drastically cause
competition and drive down the cost
of multiple projects at the county
level.

In closing remarks, it was clear that
the current Democrat freeholder can-
didates had no ideas or responses for
the concerns of the residents and have
lost touch with the basic principles of
public service. Bigger county over-
sight and spending was their answer
for most of the questions asked.

Joe Franchino added that many in
Elizabeth didn’t even know what a
freeholder is. Sharing an anecdote
about when he asked for directions to
the freeholder meeting, he was told to
go south on the Parkway and get off at
Freehold.

This year, many have already made
a decision for their presidential vote,
the three Republican candidates
stated; but they hope the voters of
Union County would keep an open
mind for the need for change.

Scutari Comments On Audit
Of Use of State Vehicles

TRENTON – Senator Nick Scutari
(LD-22, Linden), chairman of the Sen-
ate State Government Committee, re-
leased the following statement regard-
ing the panel’s oversight hearing to
determine how state vehicles are being
used and the findings of a recent audit.

“Today (October 20) was the first of
several oversight hearings on the use of
state-owned vehicles. Today’s presen-
tation regarding the audit of the Depart-
ment of Treasury’s Central Motor Pool
was a necessary start in finding answers
as to how our state vehicles are being
used and possible misused. The audit
findings provided some background
and understanding of some of the is-
sues involved in the appropriate man-
agement of the state motor vehicle fleet.

“I think today’s hearing was im-
portant because I feel we need to have

a better understanding as to how the
Department of Treasury, which is re-
sponsible for the central motor pool,
has responded to the audits.

“I would like to make clear that
today’s hearing was intended to be of
a fact-finding nature. It’s important
that the members of this committee
are aware that although the Depart-
ment of Treasury is responsible for
establishing the policies that govern
the use of state cars by employees in
the executive departments, it is up to
each department to oversee compli-
ance with those policies. I plan future
hearings to get an even more answers
on the policies that are in place to
make sure that state vehicles are not
used improperly by state employees,
and any enforcement mechanisms are
in place to address non compliance.”

PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains has
been preparing for a mock Presidential Election that it will hold this Tuesday,
October 28. Students will vote electronically via their laptops.


