
Page 18  Thursday, October 16, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-894
amending (Resolution No. 2007-622)
AWARDED TO: Richard A. Alaimo

Engineering Company, East Hanover,
New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide additional con-
struction administration and inspection
services for the replacement of the Central
Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River
New Providence (Bi-County Bridge with
Morris County)

COSTS: in the amount of $21,417 for a
new contract amount of $154,392.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2008-883
AWARED TO: The Hartford Insurance

Company, Rockaway, New Jersey
SERVICE: Renewing the Bond for John

Voytac
PERIOD: October 1, 2008- September

30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$350. (No increase)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

EYE ON THE GOLD…Claire Butler of Mountainside, a 40-year realtor with
Century 21 in Westfield, recently won her 18th gold medal in archery in the New
Jersey State Senior Olympics, shooting 90 arrows at 180, 150 and 120 feet. Held in
Woodbridge on September 12, 13 and 14, the games drew over 500 participants ages
50 and older. Ms. Butler has taken part in the New Jersey State Senior Olympics since
1984, and also has won 10 gold medals since 1989 in the National Senior Olympics,
which are held every two years. The next national event takes place in San Francisco.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-876
AWARD TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: to implement an employee

401 (a) plan to provide benefits to County
employees not covered under the Public
Employee Retirement System (PERS)

Period: July 1, 2008- June 30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$174,426 (Federal funding: $174,426)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Least Expensive Solution for Kids
Hangouts is County Funding

After reading The Westfield Leader’s
October 9 front-page article detailing
downtown Westfield’s crowd control
problem, I sympathize with Ms.
Augustine’s plight.

I am a young adult in my 20s. In the
past three or so years, I spent more than a
few nights hanging out behind Starbucks
in Westfield. I do have to admit that this
problem has gotten out of hand. In Sep-
tember of 2006, the police blotter section
wrote about a man (whom I know person-
ally) having been arrested for possession
of a stun gun in the parking lot behind
Starbucks. I agree that local government
needs to take more effective measures in
neutralizing this problem. It’s now two
years later and things haven’t gotten any
better; at this rate, I wouldn’t be the least
bit surprised if I heard about somebody
getting shot and killed back there.

When I was in high school, I used to
frequent The Internet Lounge in Fanwood
(which is now closed) where I met a lot of
the people Ms. Augustine is presumably
referring to in the article. I remember
clear as day the night The Internet Lounge
closed. I was enjoying the last precious
minutes of its existence with my friends,
discussing how once The Lounge closes,
everybody who regularly hung out there
will instead do so at the Starbucks in
Westfield. As it turned out, that is exactly
what happened.

One by one, hangouts for teens and
young adults are being shut down, forc-
ing the people who frequented those es-
tablishments to move their business else-
where. With only Westfield Starbucks
now handling the crowd once shared with
The Internet Lounge, Hamilton Street
Café in Bound Brook and other busi-
nesses, it is only natural that chaos will
eventually erupt from all these bored,
restless young personalities concentrated
in one place on a regular basis.

When problems finally do arise, the
police will get involved, and somewhere
along the line the businesses will be fined,
charged or sued, causing them to lose
money. If this happens often enough, they

will close and the kids will move some-
where else, to some other town and the
cycle will repeat itself.

The municipalities are handling this
situation with the same efficiency and
tact as someone chasing after wasps; one-
by-one with a bazooka. This just isn’t
going to work. The economic and social
collateral damage will kill these towns,
hurt business owners, anger taxpayers,
and worst of all, teach these young people
— our nation’s future — to resent and
disrespect authority and distrust govern-
ment and law enforcement. It’s just not
fair to anyone.

Don’t get me wrong though, I do think
these kids are creating a problem, but this
isn’t the way to solve it. As ironic as this
sounds, in order to solve the problem,
municipalities need to encourage and fos-
ter the growth of more places like The
Internet Lounge and activities for teens
for the hours outside of school and work.

Imagine if The Internet Lounge was
funded by Union County residents’ tax
dollars. Not only would The Lounge still
be in business, but the county would have
say over what goes on — use that influ-
ence to provide safe and positive events
for teens instead of having kids just stand
outside the back of The Lounge smoking
like they used to do.

This isn’t such a radical and expensive
idea. It costs taxpayers money to deal
with this problem the way its being dealt
with now. It actually costs more money in
the long run by perpetuating the problem
and killing commerce. So why can’t our
Union County government just allocate
that same money towards a more progres-
sive and reasonable solution? Our tax
dollars go to more ridiculous things as it
is now. A new place like this could be
used by all citizens, not just the youth. I
remember there were a good number of
older adults — people in their 30s, 40s,
50s — who hung out at The Lounge in the
evenings, just like some people choose to
hang out at bars.

Thomas Fortunato
Scotch Plains

What Time Is It on
The National Debt Clock?

While visiting New York City, go to
Avenue of the Americas at 43rd Street
and look north and slightly up to the left.
There at Building No. 1133 you will see
the National Debt Clock. Originally placed
there by New York real estate developer
Seymour Durst, in 1989, it keeps tabs on
the national debt.

Due to recent events causing the na-
tional debt to exceed $10 trillion, the
clock ran out of digits. The dollar sign had
to be removed to make way for the nu-
meral 1. At that figure, the national debt
exceeds $33,000 for every man, woman
and child in this country — or $133,000
for a family of four. What the national
debt clock does not measure, and what
nobody is talking about yet, are the un-
funded federal liabilities we face in 32
years if we do not change course.

That figure is a staggering $53 trillion
and growing; i.e., $177,000 in today’s
dollars for every man, woman and child
— or $707,000 for a family of four. The

American economy will simply collapse
and take your children, grandchildren,
and the world down with it. Today’s
problems pale in comparison.

A non-solution to that problem is for
the federal government to print money
and take us the way of the Confederacy
and the Weimar Republic. In the absence
of a true solution, this is what probably
will happen. A true solution is to change
our tax policy to encourage saving and
promote economic growth.

There is a bill in Congress to accom-
plish precisely those goals – the Fair Tax
Act, HR.25. and S.1025. For more infor-
mation, go to FairTax.org. Learn about it,
contact your local leaders and work with
them to get your representative in Con-
gress to co-sponsor the bill.

Jim Bennett
Summit

NJ Co-Director,
Americans for Fair Taxation

Students Question State Court Ruling
On Restraining Order Evidence

We wanted to bring attention back to a
judgment made by Superior Court Judge
Schultz during the Crespo v. Crespo hear-
ing in June. He deemed restraining orders
unconstitutional on the basis that there is
no due process and there is a need for
clear and convincing evidence.

Clear and convincing evidence has an
expectation of more proof than most would
be able to provide, especially in a case of
stalking. As it stands now, a preponder-
ance of evidence is enough to obtain a
restraining order. The ruling disregards
the idea that restraining orders are pre-
ventative and protective rather than puni-
tive.

The Attorney General is now in the
process of appealing this ruling to the
Supreme Court of New Jersey. An appeal
to this judgment is a must because it
threatens the only measure that can be
taken to protect an individual experienc-
ing domestic violence, stalking or sexual
abuse.

One can argue that this measure is not
always effective, nor always fair to an
innocent party, but for now it is all we
have. Out of sight, out of mind is the
problem currently facing this issue, as the
focus has shifted to more immediate is-
sues facing the American society as a
whole. As social work students, it is our
purpose to bring attention back to an issue
that needs wholehearted support on the
part of the people of New Jersey.

If this issue falls by the wayside and the
judgment is upheld, it threatens any
individual’s right for security and
wellbeing. Without the collective voice
of the people, our rights can easily disap-
pear without our knowledge.

We encourage your readers to write
letters to members of the Supreme Court,
as well as our state representatives, in
order to bring light to the issue.

Bridget Melnyk
Mountainside
Dana Epstein

Fair Lawn

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2008 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIP-
MENT USED IN THE COLLECTION OF
LEAVES FROM THE STREETS, WALK-
WAYS, AND PARKING LOTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.

EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON AN
HOURLY BASIS WITH OPERATOR, OR
AN ELAPSED TIME BASIS, WITHOUT
OPERATOR, INCLUDES TRACTOR
TRAILERS, DUMP TRUCKS, AND RUB-
BER TIRED FRONT END LOADERS.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT.   (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CER-
TIFICATE STATING THAT SAID SURETY
COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BID-
DER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFOR-
MANCE BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT
OF THE CONTRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
22), BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT
AND A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICA-
TION STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RE-
SERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY
INFORMALITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF
THE TOWN, IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE
TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $60.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolution at its May 12, 2008 meeting
for the following applications heard at its
April 14, 2008 meeting:

 David Barbosa, 400-402 East Dudley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a deck contrary to Sections
12.04G, 12.04F1, 12.04F2, 11.08E5,
11.08E6, and 19.03A of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
all improvement coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 59.6%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% without deck,
22% with deck. Proposed is 41% without
deck, 45.2% with deck. Ordinance requires
a street side yard setback of 20 feet.
Proposed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance requires a
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
4 feet. Ordinance does not allow expan-
sion of a structure that is non-conforming
because of use. Permitted is a single fam-
ily dwelling. Present is a two family dwell-
ing. Proposed is constructing a rear deck
on a two family dwelling.

Application approved with conditions.
Kathleen A. Nemeth

Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-893
amending (Resolution No. 455-2006)
AWARDED TO: The PMK Group,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the modification and

replacement of the Automatic Tempera-
ture Control System (ATC) at the Oriscello
Correctional Facility

COSTS: for an additional amount of
$17,500 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $167,500

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-884
amending (Resolution No. 2006-952)
AWARDED TO: PMK Group,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to conduct an additional

groundwater investigation at the Esposito
Property, Clark, New Jersey in conjunc-
tion with Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$45,620 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $109,355

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-879
AWARDED TO: Cartegraph Systems

Inc., Dubuque, Iowa
SERVICES: for the upgrade of propri-

etary cartegraph software to include all
licensing, professional services, mainte-
nance and support for a five (5) year

PERIOD: October 1, 2008-September
30, 2013

COSTS: in the amount of $182,100
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Perhaps Westfield Should Ban
Gas-Powered Blowers and Mowers

I know of no one who has not been
bothered at one time or another by the din
of gas powered leaf blowers or the clouds
of allergen-laden dust kicked up by these
wind machines. Some say that to buy
these machines for personal use or the
cost of landscapers’ help are a necessary
expense because we do not have the time.
As for the rest of us who want to make the
time (are there any?), whilst sitting by the
fireplace assessing your 401K this win-

ter, consider the lowly rake and broom.
No noise, no pollution. An imposition

on our hectic schedules that involves
needed physical exertion and some mea-
sure of doing something extraordinary
for the environment. There’s an opportu-
nity to meet your neighbors as you sweep
the walk. The 24-year-old electric leaf
blower I occasionally use for driveway
and walks still runs perfectly, smokeless.
No fuss or muss with gas and oil. It’s
quieter than its gas cousin. And what
about that gas powered lawn mower?
Powerful, cordless, battery operated mow-
ers are available for $400.

Change your approach to yard mainte-
nance. Contribute to a quieter neighbor-
hood next spring. Would the town coun-
cil consider a phase out and ban of gas-
powered, hand-held blowers as other
towns have done? Will local merchants
ask their customers to consider electric
powered tools? I hope so.

Rob Nehring
Westfield

Last Wednesday, I received a phone
call from my father about an interesting
letter in our mailbox entitled “A Shout
Out to Our Neighbors.” Apparently, a
woman’s lawn sign endorsing John
McCain was stolen.

I wondered why Ms. Carluccio chose
to leave her name anonymous when she
delivered the letter to our home, but thank-
fully The Westfield Leader was able to
expose just whom the author of the ran-
dom letter was.

My home too has a lawn sign, but
instead of John McCain, we happen to
support Barack Obama for the Presidency.
However, there is a difference from being
supportive of a different presidential can-
didate and by giving us the letter, being
implicated as stealing lawn signs. Our
home was picked out of the thousands in
our town solely on the reason that we
choose to let our flag fly in the direction
of Mr. Obama.

I agree with Ms. Carluccio that the op-
pression of Republicans in the town of
Westfield has gone on for too long, espe-
cially when they are such a small minority.

Now, I would like to take this time to
make three points about the letter submit-
ted to both our mailbox and The Westfield
Leader’s. First, the infringement of free

speech is simply too outrageous a claim to
be made about lawn signs, and hopefully
other readers will agree that no further
comment is needed in that regard. Sec-
ondly, she makes the point that “as a
conservative,” it would never have oc-
curred to her to steal an Obama lawn sign.
So, those who choose to support McCain
are nobler than Obama supporters? Are
non-conservatives immoral people? Also,
she speaks as if this is the first time
someone has dared steal a lawn sign off
another person’s lawn. I seem to remem-
ber the same sign-stealing happening, for
both sides, in Bush vs. Kerry, Bush vs.
Gore, and who knows, maybe a Taft/
Sherman lawn sign was found missing
one morning back in 1909.

This situation was blown out of pro-
portion enough to invoke the phrase “mak-
ing a mountain out of a mole hill.” This is
not an infringement of free speech, people
steal things no matter what political party
they belong to, and have been for a long
time. Overcome the “hardship” of being a
conservative quickly and remember that
you live in the overwhelmingly Republi-
can town of Westfield.

Brigh Gibbons
Fordham University Freshman

Student Says Stolen Lawn Signs
In Westfield Is Not Oppression

Historical Interpretation
To Be Held at Liberty Hall

AREA – A special workshop en-
titled “Historical Interpretation: Pro-
viding Memorable Experiences at a
Storied Place” will be held on Wednes-
day, October 22, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
at the Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
University, located at 1003 Morris
Avenue in Union.

Kevin Wright, a historic interpretive
planning specialist, and Alicia Wash-
ington, a historical interpreter, will be
the featured guest presenters. Mr.
Wright, a certified interpretive planner
who has worked as a historic site man-
ager and senior historic preservation
specialist, will talk about the “ins and
outs” of historic site interpretation.

He will discuss how heritage inter-
pretation employs the skills of
storytelling and how a historic inter-
preter can blend into the setting, rec-
reating the clothing, language and
skills of a past environment.

A highlight of the program will be
Ms. Washington’s portrayal of 19th-
century abolitionist and feminist So-
journer Truth. Dressed in period cloth-

ing similar to that worn by the aboli-
tionist, the professional actress and
storyteller will deliver her “Dialogue
with Sojourner Truth.” Ms. Washing-
ton, a graduate of the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers Univer-
sity, produces workshops for Wash-
ington Productions, including “Fabu-
lous Folktales in You.”

Pre-registration is required by Mon-
day, October 20, and seating is lim-
ited. The registration fee is $10. To
register or to request a workshop bro-
chure, contact the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202,
or call (908) 558-2550; relay users call
711, or e-mail: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders will present this
workshop through the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal. This program
is funded in part by the New Jersey
Historical Commission, a division of
the Department of State.

City Sets Plainfield Open
House Tour for Oct. 25

PLAINFIELD – During this time of
economic hardship, the City of
Plainfield has decided to take action to
help its resident homeowners and
homebuyers, by offering an “Open
House” Tour. On Saturday, October
25, Plainfield, a town with tremen-
dous history and an abundance of mag-
nificent properties, will host a tour for
prospective homebuyers. The “Home
Tour” will leave the City Hall parking
lot at 10 a.m. and again at 1 p.m.

Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs,
the City of Plainfield’s Office of Eco-
nomic Development, the Plainfield
Chamber of Commerce and the
Plainfield Real Estate Brokers asso-
ciation are working together to host
this unique event. The tour is free to
interested buyers, and a light break-
fast and lunch will be served.

Once the tour leaves City Hall,
prospective buyers will be shuttled
by trolley to 20 homes in various
sections of Plainfield (Cedarbrook,
Netherwood Heights and Van Wyck
Historic District, to name a few). The
tour offers an opportunity for
homebuyers to look at a variety of
homes and hopefully find one, which
suits their budget.

A local homeowner upon hearing
about the tour enthusiastically re-
marked, “Plainfield is on the right
track – helping homeowners, helps
the community.”

Interested homebuyers will find,
on the tour, some houses below mar-
ket value and in move-in condition.
Time will be allowed for a walk
through at each house, and a local
real estate agent will be available to
answer questions about the home,
while prospective buyers tour the
house.

“Growth by Unity encompasses our
community working together, sup-
porting each other and growing to-
gether,” said Mayor Robinson-Briggs.
“This Home Tour was born of a desire
to offer support and alternatives to
our community during trying times.
Building on this initiative, this ad-
ministration will continue to offer
strategies and solutions for the ben-
efit of Plainfield residents.”

To attend or for more information
about the Plainfield “Open House”
Tour, contact City of Plainfield-Of-
fice of Economic Development at
(908) 226-2513 or via email at
plainfieldopenhousetour@gmail.com.
Pre-registration is preferred.

it was a coincidence that the majority
of Malool/DePaola signs were being
erected that very same day.

Also on October 2, a Democrat went to
the police department to retrieve these
signs and she observed that only demo-
cratic signs were taken. The idea that
members of the police department would
engage in partisan politics while in uni-
form is truly reprehensible. There is no
question that if I removed property from
a resident’s lawn that I would be commit-
ting a crime — theft. There is also no
question that if a police officer removed
articles from my person that a property
inventory log would be necessary. Amaz-
ingly, I was told no record of any sign
removal exists.

On October 6, I went to the police
department and asked if any complaints
were made about our signs. I requested
copies of police reports and property in-
ventory logs, so I could see what signs
were removed from what properties. I
was verbally told that none of these items
existed, which was confirmed in writing
a few days later.

Before my words are twisted into an
opinion that I have disdain for police
officers, I have nothing but the utmost
respect for those who choose to put their
lives on the line and become police offic-
ers. I am married to one who has served in
Kenilworth for the past 30 years. What I
do not have respect for is those who
decide to play partisan politics while on
the job.

I read with interest Maria Carluccio’s
(from Westfield) Letter to the Editor who
recently had her Republican signs taken.
This type of petty and unnecessary parti-
san antics needs to stop. As Ms. Carluccio
so aptly notes, “Unbelievable, isn’t it?”

Also unbelievable and certainly not
coincidental, is Ms. Malool and Ms.
DePaola’s statement in last week’s news-
paper that the Democratic candidates have
refused to participate in a debate. In this
same issue, an article, written presum-
ably by Horace Corbin, publisher, says
the same thing. I challenge all of these
individuals to tell me exactly when and
where I made this statement to them,
because it is simply untrue. Almost 100
percent of my career requires me to de-

bate issues on a daily basis.
Before this letter appeared, I had never

met or personally spoken to Mr. Corbin.
A reading of the Malool-DePaola letter,
together with the Corbin editorial, can
only lead one to the conclusion that this
newspaper is improperly engaging in par-
tisanship. I truly hope this is not the case
and call on the newspaper to stop what is
at the very least, an appearance of impro-
priety.

The first correspondence I received
about this debate was from Fred Rossi
(reporter and designated moderator),
which in part said: “This Is The Only Date
Set For The Forum. No Other Dates Will
Be Considered.” (Emphasis supplied). I
was never given a choice, nor was I asked
if the time, place or date was convenient.
I wonder if the Republicans had any input
into the date. Kevin and I certainly didn’t.

I have a Union County Bar Association
(an organization where I serve as an of-
ficer) dinner meeting on the evening this
unilateral debate is scheduled, where the
U.S. Attorney is scheduled to speak. I had
reluctantly planned to skip this meeting. I
now intend to go. Until the partisan games
stop and until the appearance of impropri-
ety is eliminated, I will not participate in
any debate.

Finally, on Scotch Plains Day, two
high school students requested a short on-
camera interview with Kevin and me.
The last question put to us was in essence,
“Rumor has it that the both of you have
refused to debate, is this true?” Grown
adults involving high school children to
further their partisan agenda is despi-
cable, and for all those involved should be
ashamed.

Kevin and I answered the question,
stating we did not refuse to debate. Cer-
tainly our opponents and the newspaper
were aware of our response, and still
chose to write their respective spin stories
anyway. As I said in my last letter to the
editor, “The best way to run a positive and
truthful campaign is to not be negative
and to tell the truth,” and I call on the
Republican candidates to be truthful and
address the economic issues vital to our
township for the remainder of this cam-
paign.

Theresa Mullen (D)
Candidate for Scotch Plains Council

Untruths, Newspaper and Police
Partisan Politics Leads to No Debate
(––– continued from page 4 –––)

Letters to the Editor

Synagogue to Present
Presidential Forum

WESTFIELD – The Men’s Club of
Temple Emanu-El will sponsor a Presi-
dential Campaign Forum on Sunday,
October 26, at 10 a.m. in the temple’s
Greifer Sacks Hall.

Congregation member Susan Fuhrman,
president of Teacher’s College at Colum-
bia University, will be the moderator.
Barack Obama and John McCain cam-
paign representatives will appear to dis-
cuss key issues.

This event is open to all. Coffee, juice
and bagels will be served. There is no
charge to attend this event, which is being
co-sponsored by the temple’s Sisterhood
and Social Action Committee.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information, contact Carolyn Shane, ex-
ecutive director, at (908) 232-6770 or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit the temple
website at tewnj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, October 14,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2009 IN
THE TOWNSHIP

Purpose:  To allow any charitable orga-
nization to conduct games of chance (raffle)
on Sunday, April 26, 2009 provided steps
are taken to secure a license for the hold-
ing of same games of chance.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, October 28, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
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