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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Essex/Union Seeks
Wrestling Officials
The Union/Essex Wrestling Of-

ficials Association is seeking new
members. For an application please
contact Rich at (908) 241-4793.
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
– archives

October 17, 1998: Junior Dan
Loomis and seniors Jim Feeley and
Scott Paterson plugged up the center
and Nathan Jones, along with Matt
McCarthy, prevented any long Tiger
runs as the Raider football team won
its second game in a row by defeating
Linden, 14-6, in Scotch Plains. Jones
rushed for 135 yards and returned a
kickoff 95 yards for the touchdown.

October 16, 1999: The Blue Devil
football team muffled the Bulldogs
from Malcolm X. Shabazz for three
and one half quarters and seized a 23-
6 victory at Gary Kehler Stadium.
Sophomore halfback Diano Reavis
scored on touchdown runs of 73 and
nine yards, and totaled 125 yards
rushing on seven carries. Ryan
MacDonald kicked a 40-yard field
goal.

October 15, 2000: Records were
set by Blue Devil gymnast Lauren
Caravello as she led her team to a
109.25-95.6 victory over hosting Old
Bridge. The Blue Devils’ team total
was the highest in New Jersey to date
and Caravello’s all-around total of
37.6 became the highest in WHS his-
tory. Lauren placed first in every event
and broke another WHS record by

scoring a 9.6 on the floor exercises.
October 20, 2001: The 5-1 Blue

Devil football team scored 42 unan-
swered points to de-horse the host-
ing 2-5 Irvington Blue Knights, 42-
13. The effective use of tight ends
Bob Wilt, who had TD receptions of
18 and 28 yards, and Brian Butts,
who had a TD reception of 15 yards,
rocked the Blue Knights off their
steeds. Terrence Jenkins blocked two
punts and Jay Cook stuffed quarter-
back Andre Scott on a fourth-and-
one situation. Butts, Jenkins and
Mike Charmatz combined for a
safety.

October 15, 2003: Gusty winds
proved to play a double role in the
Raider boys soccer team’s, 1-0, vic-
tory over Cranford in Scotch Plains.
Senior Ryan Breznitsky netted the
game’s only goal. Raider goalkeeper
Bryan Meredith, who finished with
four saves, recorded his ninth shut-
out.

October 15, 2004: Raider Head
Coach Lisa Cerchio’s undefeated, 9-
0, gymnastic squad, led by seniors
Katie Zaleski, Jackie DeJohn, Katie
Breuninger and Natalie Capoccia,
recorded its highest team total by
beating Watchung Hills, 102.98-98.35
in Scotch Plains. Zaleski grabbed all-
around honors accumulating a total
of 35.675 points.

David B. Corbin (October 17, 2001 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY EFFECTIVE WEAPON...Raider Ed Zazzali, No. 8, uses his effective flip
throw in to get the ball into Farmer territory. The Raiders won, 1-0.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
SPF/Union Cath Boys Soccer
Westfield/E. Side Boys Soccer

SPF/Union Football
Westfield/Roselle Cath. Soccer

Westfield/JP Stevens Tennis

County Gymnastics Meet
Tomorrow at WHS’s Gym

The Westfield High School main
gymnasium has been the site of some
legendary athletic events over the past
56 years, although they have usually
involved basketball players or wres-
tlers.

But tomorrow evening, the Union
County Gymnastics Championships
will be coming to town, and it should
an interesting evening. Westfield has
won 11 of the last 14 county champi-
onships, and ninth-year coach Mel-
issa Bryan’s girls will be the heavy
favorite to win their third straight
title. But Cranford could make things
interesting, and there is plenty of in-
dividual talent on several other teams.

Gymnastics has quietly been an
outstanding sport at WHS, since the
sport officially started in 1973 under
coach Randi Hartnett. The first de-
cade was up-and-down, and, at one
point, the program was dropped for
three years (1986-88). But since its
return, under coaches Ellen Kovac
and Bryan, WHS has a 175-41 dual-
meet record, including six sectional
titles, four state runner-up finishes
and four individual state champions.

There have been some outstanding
individuals at WHS, including, among
others, Chrissy Diaz (’86), Aimee
Stout (’92), Christy Tozzo (’92), Sara
Rosenblatt (’93), Dana Fizzell (’94),
Alison Gorski (’95), Jill Smith (’95),
Megan Clarke (’98), Laurie Hogan
(’99), Ashley Flood, Julie Elmuccio
(’99), Lauren Caravello (’02), Jes-
sica Caravello (’02), Stacy Osborn
(’04), Claire MacDonald (’07), along
with current standouts Jenna
Rodrigues, Lacy Cummings and Tira
Chabrier.

(Though WHS has never had an
official boys team, there have been
some outstanding individuals, includ-
ing: Don Baumgartner (’68), a N.J.

Junior Olympic champion on bars;
Reinhart Struzyna (’69), a N.J. Junior
Olympic champion on bars; Mark
Tomalonis (’75), and Dave Surgent
(’95), a 1994 N.J. state champion in
all-around, pommel horse and paral-
lel bars.)

Probably the two best female gym-
nasts to ever walk the halls of WHS
were Laurie Schramm (’77) and Dawn
Vierschilling (’94). Schramm, how-
ever, didn’t compete for WHS, train-
ing full-time at a gym in Kenilworth;
Vierschilling had an outstanding
freshman year, finishing third at the
state championships in the all-around,
before going the club route.

That, of course, is the nature of
sports like gymnastics, tennis and
swimming. But WHS has nonethe-
less managed to be among the state’s
premier programs for the past de-
cade-plus, and has had four individual
state champions – Lauren Caravello
on the bars in 1998 and ’99 and on the
balance beam in 2001, and Lacy
Cummings last fall in the vault.

This year’s team is unbeaten and
won Cranford’s Cougar Invitational
for the third straight year. Rodrigues
has been at a high level all fall, while
Cummings and Chabrier were Cou-
gar winners. Add in Kelsey
Greenberg and Kelly Bohlinger and
the Blue Devils have one of their
deepest squads. In a dual meet win
over SP-F, Bryan’s girls scored a
109.775, less than a point off the
school record.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
The NJSIAA Executive Commit-

tee voted 30-5 in favor of the football
realignment plan last week, meaning
it will go into effect next fall. Barring
appeals by somebody, of course.

That means all the county schools
formerly in the Watchung and Moun-
tain Valley conferences, plus Summit
from the Iron Hills Conference will
now be known as the Union County
Conference. In all sports, there would
be three divisions: Watchung, Moun-
tain and Valley divisions. But since
not all the schools have football teams,
the 17 football-playing schools will
be similarly divided into three divi-
sions, based on size:

WHS will be in a football division
with Elizabeth, Union, Linden,
Plainfield, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. For out-of-division games,
the UCC will match up with equal-
sized schools in the Skyland Confer-
ence, which means Bridgewater-
Raritan and Watchung Hills, along
with two others from among Ridge,
North Hunterdon and (my choice)
Phillipsburg.

For those wondering, WHS’s foot-
ball record against East Side (6-0),
Irvington (12-11-2), Kearny (17-1-1)
and Shabazz (7-4) – the schools that
will be dropped from the schedule –
is a combined 42-16-3.

While they’re tinkering, a growing
number of people would love it if SP-
F and Plainfield could be switched so

the Raiders became WHS’s Thanks-
giving Day opponent and Plainfield
faced Elizabeth that day. And not just
WHS fans! Word is that a lot of folks
who are Raiders Rooters also think
this would be a good idea.

Of course, SP-F vs. Elizabeth
doesn’t quite have the history of WHS-
Plainfield. WHS has faced the Cardi-
nals 103 times, making it one of the
state’s oldest games. But, bottom line,
Plainfield is only WHS’s sports rival
for three hours a year, while SP-F is
our rival for 364 days, 21 hours a year.
The Thanksgiving game, quite often
the final game for both teams and
most of the players, should be against
your archrival.

(And those who think the Thanks-
giving opponent should remain
Plainfield because of the game’s his-
tory and tradition, are you going to
boycott games at the new Yankee
Stadium next year?)

After a bye week, WHS’s football
team takes its 4-0 record to Newark’s
Untermann Field tomorrow, 4 p.m.,
to play East Side for the final time.
The Red Raiders bring a 12-game
losing streak into the game.

This is a take-care-of-business
game for coach Jim DeSarno’s team.
After a nice win over Union, but with
unbeaten Irvington and Elizabeth
coming up next, followed by SP-F,
“looking ahead” would almost be
understandable. But you look ahead,
you get beat, you get injured or you
get embarrassed. It’s difficult to imag-
ine DeSarno and his staff letting that
happen.

THIS AND THAT
The boys soccer team (10-1-1),

which played at archrival SP-F yes-
terday, has been on a nice roll, having
recently shut out Linden (4-0),
Hunterdon Central (0-0), Union (1-
0), East Side (2-0) and Elizabeth (3-
0). The girls have also been near the
top of their game, bringing a 9-1 mark
into yesterday’s SP-F match.

The girls tennis team beat J.P.
Stevens 3-2 last Friday in the
quarterfinals of the North 2 Group 4
tournament, with four of the five
matches going deep into a third set.
Coach Frank Geiger’s team hosted
unbeaten North Hunterdon Tuesday
in the semifinals with the winner play-
ing today for the sectional champion-
ship, likely at top-seeded (but
beatable) Bridgewater-Raritan.

Congrats to the field hockey team,
which knocked off Roselle Park 4-1
in the first round of the county tour-
nament, its first UCT win since 2001.
Sophomore goalie Hannah Purdy has
been exceptional as the Devils stepped
up their level of play recently.

NO GUTS, NO GLORY
This is why Phillipsburg is

Phillipsburg, and everybody else isn’t.
This is why Phillipsburg’s football
team, with the most wins (604) in
state history (WHS is No. 6 with
558), has an aura about it, a persona,
an attitude – despite the fact it has

won just seven state titles and WHS
has won 14.

P’burg had an open date on its
schedule last weekend. So did South
Jersey parochial power St. Joseph of
Hammonton. So P’burg made the call,
and made the two-hour-plus bus ride
to the “Blueberry Capital of New
Jersey” for a noon game against a
team that has won 18 state football
titles. A couple of years ago Bergen
Catholic needed an opening-day op-
ponent. Only one team answered that
call … Phillipsburg.

No guts, no glory. (By the way,
P’burg won both games.)

SMALL WORLD DEPT.
Former WHS athletes Brian

Ciemniecki (WHS ’96) and Marcus
Mattielli (’97) recently became proud
papas (both of daughters), and their
RN at Overlook Hospital was none
other than Debbie Meyer (’71), the
mother of their former WHS baseball
teammate Bob Meyer (’97).

Debbie, whose husband Bill (’67)
coached the Post 3 Legion team for
quite a few years, is the sister of
former WHS quarterback Bud
Mueller (’63), and the aunt of WHS
athletes Chuck (’90), Brian (’90) and
Scott (’96) Mueller.

WUNDERLE KEEPS BUSY
Three triathlons in three days?

Nobody would be crazy enough to do
that, would they? What? Some guy
named Wunderle up in Connecticut?
Oh, that figures.

Yes, Max Wunderle (’88) decided
that competing in the Boston Mara-
thon on April 21 and then finishing a
solid 23rd overall and 10th among
amateurs at the Coeur d’Alene (Idaho)
Ironman on June 22 wasn’t enough to
get his competitive juices flowing
this summer. So the former WHS
swimmer and a couple of buddies
entered the Sandy Beach Triathlon
(Aug. 1), the Block Island Triathlon
(Aug. 2) and the Niantic Bay Sprint
(Aug. 3).

Amazingly, Wunderle managed a
first (Sandy Beach) and a fourth
(Niantic), getting a physical and men-
tal break when the Block Island com-
petition was postponed because of
weather conditions. Worst part of the
weekend was when a jellyfish bit him
in the face during the swimming por-
tion of the Niantic race.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Jenna
Rodrigues. The talented junior gym-
nast dominated the recent Cougar
Invitational with her third straight
all-around title, along with firsts in
balance beam and uneven bars, as
WHS won the team title for the third
straight year.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Jenna Rodrigues

Gymnastics

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com
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Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/19 1-5PM
Directions: Wychwood Road to Winyah #872

WESTFIELD . . . Weichert, Realtors and Holly Cohen are pleased to re-introduce 872 Winyah Avenue
located in the premier Wychwood enclave of Westfield. This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath
Center Hall Colonial style home beautifully articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with
notable custom amenities for today’s lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch
cabinetry, granite countertops, wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized
family room (21x17) with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets &
elegantly appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed for your
enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in cabinetry, wine
cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to kitchen, guest suite,
generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air, beautifully manicured property
and storybook location. $1,289,000. MLS # 2534082


