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An independent day school for boys grades 7-12 led by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey
DELBARTON SCHOOL • 230 Mendham Road • Morristown, NJ 07960 (973) 538-3231, x3019 • www.delbarton.org

Run. Throw. Lift. Try.

ADMISSION
TESTING

on Oct. 25, Nov. 8,
Nov. 22 and Dec. 6

For more information
visit our website

and click ‘Admissions’.

DELBARTON.orgwww.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

A GREAT BEG I NN I NG  FOR  BOYS  AND  G I R L S

October 16 Open House Program November 16 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 16, 2008, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 16 , 2008, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

T H E  P R I M A R Y S C H O O L A T

Come learn about our new hours and enhanced program.

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E S

Want to learn to sew?

Learn to create your own fashion clothing,
home décor, and accessories for less!

Private & Group Lessons

Classes start soon! Call for times.

908-247-6758

Let us help you create!

116 Hillcrest Rd., Warren Township

info@campriverbend.com

www.campriverbend.com

Bring your family to meet our family!

Open House

 
At Camp Riverbend
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Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008

11am-2pm

1-888-THE CAMP

Please RSVP by October 23rd

Games...Crafts...BBQ Lunch

Fun for all!

Edison Mayor, Bramnick
Lead Political Forum at W-H
EDISON – On Friday, October 3,

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
hosted a forum on the upcoming Gen-
eral Election for President of the
United States.

Edison Mayor Jun Choi (Demo-
crat) and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield,
Republican) ad-
dressed the Upper
School students and
parents.

Mayor Choi fo-
cused on the cam-
paign of Senator
Barack Obama and
the Democratic
party, while Mr.
Bramnick focused
on the campaign of
Senator John
McCain and the Re-
publican party.
Both politicians
also addressed the
role of local poli-
tics in national is-
sues. Andrew Webster, Head of
School, moderated the forum.

The Upper School student body,
which vastly supports the election of
Senator Obama, listened to Mayor
Choi and Assemblyman Bramnick

describe the reasons why they sup-
port their particular candidate.

They questioned the mayor and
assemblyman about how much expe-
rience Senator McCain truly holds
and whether or not Alaskan Governor

Sarah Palin is
“the most sound
choice” for Vice
President.

Other students
addressed con-
cerns over the
gover nmen t ’s
bailout during the
nation’s fiscal cri-
sis and posed
questions about
each candidate’s
tax policies. The
a s s e m b l y m a n
and mayor also
addressed inter-
national relations
and the involve-
ment of the
United States in
the Iraq War dur-

ing the forum.
Next, reporters from The Beacon,

the school newspaper, had the oppor-
tunity to ask the assemblyman and
mayor questions for their newspaper
articles and columns.

NOT POLITICS AS
USUAL…Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, left,  and Edison Mayor Jun
Choi took part in a political forum at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in which
they represented the candidacies of
Senators John McCain and Barack
Obama, respectively. Andrew Webster,
Head of School at Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, center, moderated the forum.

Scotch Plains Television
Wins National Acclaim

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — There was no
fancy red carpet, swarming paparazzi
or any kind of reference to what de-
signer he wore when William
McMeekan Jr. accepted three Home-
town Video Awards for Scotch Plains
Television (SPTV) at a conference in
Washington, D.C., but he couldn’t have
been more delighted.

Competing against thousands of com-
munity channels nationwide, SPTV
received the “Overall Excellence
Award” for stations with a budget un-
der $200,000.

“It really is kind of like the Emmy or
Oscar for community television,” Mr.
McMeekan said. “This was the big one
and a surprising one… Usually, you
could spend your whole career work-
ing toward this.”

As station manager, Mr. McMeekan
selected and submitted six clips total-
ing one half hour for the competition. It
included both school and community-
related footage, such as sports compe-
titions, graduation, the fire at Charlie
Brown’s restaurant, a Fanwood build-
ing collapse and Union County’s
MusicFest.

The latter also earned two additional
awards in the “Local
Performances” and
“Government Activi-
ties” categories.

But Mr. McMeekan
remains as humble as
he is passionate about
the work he does, not
only as station man-
ager, but as a television
production teacher at
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). He also heads the school’s
TV Production Club.

“Local TV brings a community to-
gether and the more I can encourage
that, the better,” Mr. McMeekan said.

He spoke highly of his students, cit-
ing many put in hours way beyond what
is required.

“Their involvement extends well
beyond the classroom and the school
district,” he added. “They shoot sports,
council meetings… It really gets them
to see what’s going on in their town.”

And as much as he encourages learn-
ing and working hard, he hopes they
enjoy the process as well.

He fondly recalled one project in
which students had to write a script,
hold tryouts, rehearse, shoot and edit a
“Zombie Thriller” at the high school.

“I was up all night scrubbing fake
blood off the lockers, but it was great!”
he said.

Before joining the staff of SPFHS,
Mr. McMeekan had additionally taught
in Union and Westfield, where he’s also
done community television.

He explained he had originally
worked in social services, which helped
him realize how much he enjoyed work-
ing with teenagers. He said his interest
in TV production began years back
when he simply started “fooling around
with a video camera and two VCRs” at
home.

When Mr. McMeekan first came to
SPTV in 2003, the channel was quite

different. He said the high school had
some airtime during the day and the
town aired some weeknight program-
ming, whereas now the entire schedule
is filled.

“One of the big things was also to get
the studio up and running in Town
Hall,” he said.

Additionally, early on they employed
the use of VHS tapes, which have since
been upgraded to DVDs and then this
past summer, a digital server. A local
family helped SPTV acquire three cam-
eras from CBS Television.

“We’re really just coming into the
technology,” Mr. McMeekan said.

He pointed out how costly televi-
sion production can be and how some
community stations have million-dol-
lar budgets and even employ a full-
time staff. That made winning the
“Overall Excellence Award” in the
“Budget Less Than $200,000” sector
even more special to him.

“It shows you’re not always inhib-
ited by the equipment you have and that
you can do a lot with very little,” he
said. “It makes you more creative in a
way, not having the resources… We’ve
pulled off some really unique shoots.”

The fact that Mr. McMeekan also has
volunteer firefighter experience is what

allowed him to get up
close and personal
footage at the scene of
the Charlie Brown’s
restaurant blaze,
whereas much of the
media was held back
for safety.

Mr. McMeekan dis-
cussed different meth-
ods of filming, ex-
plaining that every
shoot is different.

Sometimes they have access to a
Comcast truck, which he described
as a “mobile TV studio” that allows
most of the work to be done on site.
Otherwise, it can be quite time con-
suming to film and edit together a
three-camera shoot.

“It’s just the nature of television,”
Mr. McMeekan added. “You work re-
ally hard, and you make it look easy.”

Upcoming events to air on SPTV
include A Midsummer Night’s Dream
at the Westfield Community Playhouse,
as well as political coverage for local
candidates. The station plans to go live
on the air Election Day, broadcasting
local voting results as they’re collected
and counted.

“It’s quite rewarding to be doing this
for the community,” he said. “A lot
more people watch than we think.”

He spoke about the “incredible” num-
ber of complaints received a while back
when only cable customers were able
to get SPTV on Channel 34. Since then,
FiOS customers can also watch SPTV,
now available on Channel 22.

Mr. McMeekan plans to continue
dividing his time between his two pas-
sions – community television produc-
tion and teaching.

“I wouldn’t want to go work for a
network or major cable station be-
cause it’s all about business there,”
Mr. McMeekan said. “Here, the fo-
cus is on your community… What
could be better?”

THEY SHOOT, THEY SCORE...Scotch Plains Television (SPTV) recently won
national acclaim, earning the “Overall Excellence Award” for stations with
budgets under $200,000.  See story at left. Above, Wes Lorenzini of SPTV shoots
as Stephanie Santiago interviews Jennifer Berry, Miss America 2006.

Union Catholic Honors
FW Student Carey

SCOTCH PLAINS – Principal Sis-
ter Percylee Hart of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced that Melissa Carey of Fanwood
has been named commended students
in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship
Program. Two Edison residents were
also honored.

The principal will present a letter of
commendation from the school and
National Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion, which conducts the program, to
these scholastically talented seniors.

About 34,000 commended students
throughout the nation are being recog-
nized for their exceptional academic
promise.

Although they will not continue in
the 2009 competition for National Merit
Scholarships, commended students
placed among the top five percent of
more than 1.5 million students who
entered the 2009 competition by taking
the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

“Recognition of academically tal-
ented students and the key role played
by schools in their development is es-
sential to the pursuit of education’s
excellence in our nation,” said a spokes-
person for NMSC.

Principal Renwick Announces
WHS’s Commended Students

WESTFIELD – Twenty-nine
Westfield High School students have
been named “Commended Students”
in the 2009 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program.

Commended students placed
among the top 2.5 percent of more
than 1.5 million students who entered
the 2007 competition by taking the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

According to the National Merit
Scholarship program, these high scor-
ers on the PSAT receive letters of
commendation in recognition of their
outstanding academic promise.

The commended students from
Westfield High School include: Paul
Bai, Sara Birkenthal, Julia Burns,
Charles Cary, Amanda Chang,
Amanda Garfinkel, Aileen Grogan,
Eric Hagstrom, Kyle Hayden,
Kathryn Kiefer, Christopher Latimer,
Jenna Leopold, Jason Lipschutz,
Maria Lomaka, Catherine Maguire,
Ezra Margolin, Kiran Patankar,
Alexander Powell, Philip Queller,
Ryan Ragoza, Joshua Schwartz, Kyle
Sexton, Jeannette Sharpless, Eriene-
Heidi Sidhom, Colleen Smith, Marisa
Stotter, Jennifer Weidman, Amy
Weiss and George Wharam.

Westfield High School Principal
Peter Renwick announced the com-
mended students in his homeroom
announcement and also sent indi-
vidual letters to the students in which
he noted, “It says a great deal about

your commitment to your education.
Congratulations on this significant
achievement.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


