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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
REPUBLICANS RALLY...Earlier this month in Summit, New Jersey Republi-
cans held a rally for the Presidential ticket of Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) and
Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin. Republican nominee for U.S. Senate Dick Zimmer,
who will face Frank Lautenberg in November, is flanked by State Senators
Leonard Lance, who will battle Linda Stender for the open U.S. House seat in the
Seventh District, and Tom Kean, Jr. Mountainside councilman Glenn Mortimer
appears in the background.

Asw. Stender Favors Middle Class
Tax Cut, Tapping Iraqi Oil Profits

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood, the Demo-
cratic candidate for Congress in the 7th
District, said last Wednesday, during an
interview at The Westfield Leader of-
fice, that she would have voted for the
$700-billion rescue bill in Washington
to help shore up the nation’s financial
markets and lending institutions.

The candidate also said she opposes
nuclear power but favors alternative
energy sources, including wind- and
solar-generated power. (For the full in-
terview, see goleader.com/services/
video.)

Mrs. Stender, a former mayor and
councilwoman in Fanwood and county

freeholder, is making a second run for
Congress after coming within 1 per-
cent of defeating four-term Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R, New Providence) in 2006.

The candidate said the economy is
the top issue in the campaign. “Every
person I have talked to is fearful and
uneasy about the future, and they are
really furious in many cases over the
lack of oversight, the lack of trans-

parency and regulation that allowed
our financial markets to go into such
distress,” Mrs. Stender said. “Never
in my lifetime have I heard people
question the safety of our financial
institutions the way they are ques-
tioning them now.”

When asked about her views on the
$700-billion bailout bill and billions
of dollars in tax breaks, Mrs. Stender
said, “I would have voted for that bill.
Not taking action would have had a
worse outcome.”

“It wasn’t a perfect bill, but I be-
lieved that, at the essence, we have to
take steps to start to fix the mess and
start to restore trust in the system,”
she said. She said the bill addresses
“oversight, regulation, transparency”
while “making sure there were no
golden parachutes [for corporate
CEOs].”

She said she was “discouraged and
appalled” by the billions of dollars in
pork projects thrown into the legisla-
tion. “But that was how they got the
votes, and the bill did pass.”

“I believed that instead of the pork
that got funded, we should have cre-
ated infrastructure investment out of
that and put people to work,” she said.

Mrs. Stender called the rise of fore-
closures, up 187 percent in Union
County, a “very nightmarish version
of trickle down economics.”

“When businesses can’t have access
to credit so they can make their payroll,
that’s going to start to have very bad
repercussions,” she said. “Until we
know who the next President is going to
be and the makeup of the Congress, I
think we are going to see this very
volatile [stock market] situation, which
just contributes to the unease.”

The candidate said the government
should pursue a Roosevelt
Homeowners Corporation-type pro-
gram, which, she explained, would
allow the Federal government to ac-
quire mortgages, thus enabling
homeowners in those properties to
refinance their loans “into an afford-
able level and time of repayment.”

“When that (Roosevelt Homeowners
Corporation) was done, it did keep
people in their homes. It helped to
stabilize the housing market,” she said.

She said the United States should
receive financial assistance from Iraq.
“The Iraqi government now has a $79-
billion surplus as we’re broke. There is
something wrong with that picture.”

She said she opposes “tax breaks and
subsidies to the oil companies,” saying
the United States must reduce its de-
pendence on fossil fuels while support-
ing “renewable energy resources of
wind and solar and bio fuels.”

“I think there are so many instances
of American ingenuity that we have not
allowed to come to market that needs to
come to market, so that we’ll have the
energy to run our country and to run our
future,” Mrs. Stender said. “I was the
author of the Global Warming Response
Act [in the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture]. I am somebody that believes we
should…take action based on what sci-
ence is telling us, especially on issues
like climate change.”

An opponent of nuclear power, Mrs.
Stender said “nobody wants” nuclear
waste. On the safety issue, she cited the
Chernobyl nuclear reactor accident in
Russia that occurred in 1986. “Why
would we risk that when I believe we
can, in fact, not only support wind and
solar [but bring] to market other tech-
nologies and ways of providing en-
ergy?”

Talking about the current $9.8-tril-
lion national deficit, Mrs. Stender said
Congress should provide tax breaks to
the middle class while ending tax breaks
to corporations who move jobs over-
seas. She said loopholes must be closed
that permit corporate CEOs to “rape
and pillage their companies…as they
walk out the door with millions of
dollars.”

She listed energy independence, re-
pairing the nation’s infrastructure, and
healthcare as her top priorities.

“Fifty percent of the bankruptcies
stem from healthcare costs. So, we
have to reduce the costs there and create
a system of shared responsibility…to
make sure that everybody is covered,”
she said. “I am not a supporter of the
single-payer system because I am con-
cerned about how we would ever pay
for that.”

Mrs. Stender said healthcare costs
can be reduced by providing medical
records electronically to reduce dupli-
cation of medical tests. Mrs. Stender
said she would work to eliminate “waste,
fraud and abuse” in the healthcare sys-
tem. She favors tax breaks to compa-
nies that offer health insurance to their
employees and supports allowing small
businesses to pool together with others
to purchase health insurance at a lower
rate.

Mrs. Stender said she ran for Con-
gress in 2006 because of her opposition
to the Iraq War. “I was very opposed to
it. I think we should never have gone
into that war. I still feel strongly that
[that] war was a mistake, especially for
the families who have lost their loved
ones.”

“For us, as a nation, I think it really
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Quattrocchi and Hak Discuss
GW Budget, Development

By RAYNOR DENITZIO and PAUL J.
PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Republican can-
didates for council, Patricia
Quattrocchi and Timothy Hak, sat
down for an interview at the offices of
The Westfield Leader last week to
discuss topics including the munici-
pal budget, the possibility of merging
and redevelopment in the borough.
Video of the interview is available at
goleader.com.

Ms. Quattrocchi, a former council-
woman and free-
holder candidate,
said although she
felt the tax in-
crease of this
year’s $6.8-mil-
lion municipal
budget, which
taxed homeowners
$177 per house as-
sessed at
$100,000, was “a
bit much,” there
are “certain ex-
penses that a bor-
ough, just like a
household, has to
maintain,” such as
pension costs and police coverage.

“It’s very painful for a conscien-
tious council person to sit there and
say ‘I have to raise taxes,’” Ms.
Quattrocchi said. “That’s really hard,
it’s a hard thing to do.”

Mr. Hak, who is active in the
Garwood Lion’s Club and Knights of
Columbus, said that efforts to save
money should focus on smarter spend-
ing rather than cuts in municipal ser-
vices.

“It’s difficult to start to try and cut
things, if you will, but it’s more a matter
of trying to budget the money that we
do have and take a little more control of
that, [that] is how I see that we can
make a difference on the town council,”
Mr. Hak said.

Ms. Quattrocchi said Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy and the council’s deci-
sion to reduce their salaries this year
set “a good example” and that “those
are the things that we would like to
continue to see happen.” The mayor’s
salary was cut from $2,400 to $1,800
and each salary of the six council
members was reduced from $2,000

to $1,500.
Ms. Quattrocchi said although

Garwood received $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid this year, the borough
paid $2.3 million in county taxes. Ms.
Quattrocchi said rather than the bor-
ough reducing services available to
residents, the county should reexam-
ine its budget so there would be less
of a burden on municipalities.

“Tim and I believe that Garwood’s
money, as much as possible, should
stay in Garwood and that the county
needs to look at what services and what

things they’re do-
ing that they don’t
need to do because
they pass those ex-
penses on to the mu-
nicipalities and
towns like ours,”
Ms. Quattrocchi
said.

Both candidates
said the council
should have given
more consideration
to a resolution that
called for a vote on
electing certain
members of the
board of freehold-

ers by district. The resolution was voted
down 4-2 during the council’s Septem-
ber 9 meeting.

“What the resolution called for was
to put the vote to the general public and
I felt like it was almost a slap to the
residents of the town that they are not
allowed to have a say in how their
county officials are elected,” Ms.
Quattrocchi said.

Ms. Quattrocchi and Mr. Hak also
said that they would be open to ex-
ploring the possibility of merging with
other towns to reduce costs, but Mr.
Hak noted that many residents “seem
to feel they want to keep it Garwood.”
Ms. Quattrocchi also said although
merging might seem like a way to
save money, the neighboring munici-
palities of Cranford and Westfield
both have higher property taxes than
Garwood.

Regarding redevelopment in the bor-
ough, Mr. Hak and Ms. Quattrocchi
praised the planning board for how it
has handled development thus far. Ms.
Quattrocchi said she would like to see

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HIGH FIVE...Young students at Westfield’s Lincoln School learned about safety last week from police officers in the DARE
program. About 30 officers from New Jersey, Connecticut and Kansas delivered mini-lessons on safety to kindergarten and
pre-school children in Westfield. Discussions included “stranger danger,” use of “911,” answering telephones and doorbells,
and Halloween safety.

Cronin Voices ‘Frustration’ With
Teen Situation Outside Starbucks

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Echoing the con-
cerns of Linda Augustine last week
that the area adjacent to Starbucks has
become a “hellish” neighborhood,
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin voiced her “frustration” with
the situation.

Ms. Cronin, when asked if Ms.
Augustine’s claims of “raucous” and
“lewd” behavior were exaggerated,
responded, “Not in my opinion. I’m
very frustrated by this activity. We
work to make the downtown attrac-
tive, and some insist on making it
unpleasant for others.”

Between 2005 and 2007, the DWC
funded extra police presence in the
vicinity of Starbucks, but due to bud-
getary constraints this year, the pro-
gram has not continued.

“We’ve stopped throwing money at
the problem,” she said. “That wasn’t
working.”

Ms. Cronin said the kids are congre-
gating on private property outside the
coffee shop, and she has discussed

with the property owner the possibil-
ity of redesigning the sidewalk or sim-
ply taking it away.

“We’re investigating it to see if it
makes sense,” she said.

She added that the DWC has exam-
ined the issue for years, meeting with
the police department, discussing a
community-policing grant, video sur-
veillance and even considering the
sounds of classical music as a deter-
rent.

Regardless of how the situation is
quelled, Ms. Cronin believes it has to
be a “group effort.” She emphasized
that Westfield is still a “great, safe
downtown;” however, Ms. Cronin said
she feels a few “disrespectful” teens
have disrupted the lives of people liv-
ing, working and shopping in the area.

“The kids need to be educated,” she
said. “It’s not OK to shake light poles,
break tree limbs, spray graffiti, tear off
business signs.”

In many instances, she said the chil-
dren do not respond to authority fig-
ures, and if no laws are technically
being broken, it is difficult to super-
vise them.

“The police said it’s not their job to
babysit teens,” Ms. Cronin said.
“Whose responsibility is it to babysit
them?”

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
provided The Westfield Leader with
data dating back to 2005 on activity in
Parking Lot 5, located behind the
Starbucks and Rialto Theatre. The data
show peak activity in 2006 and 2007,
with numbers tapering off this year.

In 2005, 133 incidents were re-
ported; of these, 22 were considered
disorderly conduct; curfew and loiter-
ing, 13; gathering of youth, 13; dis-
turbing the peace, 10, and narcotics,
four.

The same parking lot saw 225 inci-
dences in 2006; disorderly conduct,
57; curfew, 36; thefts, four; weapons
charges, three; disturbing the peace,
39, gathering of youth, 36.

In 2007, the number of incidents
swelled to 247; disorderly conduct,
72; curfew-related, 37; disturbing the
peace, 58, thefts, two.

Through October 14, 2007, 207 of-
fenses were logged in Lot 5. Through
the same date in 2008, the number has
dropped to 192; disorderly conduct,
20; curfew-related 40; gathering of
youth, 40; thefts, three, assaults, five.

Chief Parizeau, who commands a
police roster of close to 60, said his
officers are in the vicinity of Starbucks
“all the time, perhaps too much. It
takes our resources away from other
areas of the town.”

The chief said while there is cer-
tainly “bad” behavior occurring, it
might not be considered “criminal.”
He insists that drug arrests have been
made. Officers have been placed in
plain clothes to monitor the area, which
remains an option for addressing the
situation in the future.

If, however, kids are merely hang-
ing out in large numbers, officers have
little recourse to demand they dis-
perse.

“We have no right to throw them off
the sidewalks [if they are not breaking
any laws]. Starbucks draws large

County Officials Prepare
For ‘Unprecedented’ Voters

By RAYNOR DENITZIO and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — As the deadline for
New Jersey residents to register for
November 4’s General Election came
and went on Tuesday, Union County
election officials were working over-
time to process the new registrants.

“We’re working a minimum of 13
hours a day,” said Dennis Kobitz, deputy
administrator of the Union County
Board of Elections. “My staff has been
great. They’re working from 8 a.m. to a
minimum of 9 p.m.”

Mr. Kobitz said the county is experi-
encing “unprecedented voting num-
bers,” with 11,000 new registrations in
September alone. He estimates that his
office was getting between 1,000 to
1,500 new registrations a day.

Mr. Kobitz said there were 269,699
registered voters in the county for the
June 3 primary and placed that number
at more than 280,000 as of October 10.

In addition, many voters are apply-
ing for absentee ballots. Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said her office
expects to receive close to 600 absentee
ballot requests per day as the election
nears.

“As of Friday, we had close to 9,000,
and that includes civilian, Federal, over-
seas and military ballots,” Ms. Rajoppi
said.

Ms. Rajoppi said she expects up-
wards of 12,000 requests in total since
this year is a presidential election year.

“We’re about on target at this point
for numbers, as to number of absen-
tees,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray
said she’s seeing an “influx” of new
voters since the presidential primary in
February. “There’s a lot of voter regis-
tration right now,” she said. She said
she isn’t involved with inputting the
names in the system.

The clerk’s office is basically the
registrar of votes. So, she said, “We’re
not going to turn anyone away. We
don’t check IDs.” She said her office
essentially forwards the registrations
over to Board of Elections in Elizabeth.

“We just accept them,” she said.
Election officials said there is a sys-

tem in place to ensure the integrity of
votes, although, so far neither Mr. Kobitz
nor Ms. Rajoppi have seen any irregu-
larities in the registrations or absentee
ballot requests. News reports over the
past week have identified numerous
irregularities especially concerning reg-
istrations made through the Associa-
tion of Community Organizations for
Reform (ACORN).

“I haven’t noticed any fraudulent
activity thus far,” Mr. Kobitz said. “Ev-
erything seems to be matching up.”

Mr. Kobitz said in 2006 and 2007
when ACORN did a massive registra-
tion drive in the county, half of the
names were fraudulent. They were
mostly pulled out of a telephone book
or didn’t exist.

Scotch Plains Township Clerk Bar-
bara Riepe said her office hasn’t no-
ticed anything out of the ordinary as far
as registration. She said the township
was getting a lot of registrations, but no
different than Presidential election
years. When asked about registrations
without complete addresses or incor-
rect information, Ms. Riepe said there
hadn’t been anything unusual this year.

Mr. Kobtiz said to be entered as a
voter, new registrants must provide a
driver’s license or the last four digits of
their Social Security number. In addi-
tion, the county’s system also checks to
ensure that registrants are not currently
on probation or parole. If the informa-
tion provided does not match, voters
are asked for identification at their poll-
ing place. Only homeless voters are
allowed to vote without an address, and
they are only permitted to vote in per-
son.

For absentee ballots, Ms. Rajoppi
said county clerks have access to a
voter database where they can check
the information in their county. The
database includes the voter’s address,
voter number and signature. Ms.
Rajoppi said that the person’s signature
is the “primary identifier.”

“In the case of a signature that does

GARWOOD THOUGHTS...Timothy
Hak and Pat Quattrocchi, Republican
candidates for Garwood Council, dis-
cuss borough issues with editor Paul
Peyton. See video at goleader.com.

DISCUSSING ISSUES...Asw. Linda
Stender discusses issues with editor
Paul Peyton on matters of her candi-
dacy for Congress in the 7th District.
See video at goleader.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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the board continue to promote “really
smart development,” particularly along
North and South Avenues and the St.
Anne’s property.

“In the future, it’s going to take a lot
of discussion because it’s not easy to
decide what’s going to go there, you
want to know where Garwood’s go-
ing,” Mr. Hak said.  “It can’t go to all
strip malls and it can’t go to all housing
either because families move in. The
schools are tight as it is.”

Ms. Quattrocchi also expressed
concern over the status of the Myrtle
Avenue field project, which has been
delayed due to a wetlands issue on the
property. Ms. Quattrocchi, who served
on the council when the project was
initially explored, said it “disappoints”
her that the wetlands issue was not
discovered until this stage of the
project.

“What has me concerned, is that
we get stuck in a situation where we
have to hold off on the construction of
this. Are we going to be losing any of
that grant money because it hasn’t
been used within the allotted amount
of time?” Ms. Quattrocchi questioned.

Mr. Hak and Ms. Quattrocchi will
face Democrats Jonathan Linken and
Louis Petruzzelli for two expiring coun-
cil seats in the borough. Currently, the
council is comprised of five Democrats
and one Republican.

TAX HOLIDAY...Republican leaders in Trenton on Tuesday call for a state sales
tax holiday for the Christmas season from the day after Thanksgiving to January
4 to spur business and boost consumer confidence. Pictured, left to right, are
Republican Whip Asm. Jon Bramnick and Senate Minority Leader Sen. Thomas
Kean Jr. (both District 21, Westfield).

Courtesy of Jeffrey Stein
THE BEST PUMPKIN...Finding the best pumpkin is a fun chore at the Scotch
Plains Marketplace last Saturday due to the large selection available. The
marketplace has extended its season to November 15 because of the nice weather
and high turnout by residents.

Former Rep. Matt Rinaldo
Dies at 77; Served 20 Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Former 10-term Congress-
man Matthew J. Rinaldo Jr. died Mon-
day of complications from Parkinson’s
disease. He was 77.

Mr. Rinaldo, who was residing in
Crane’s Mill Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community, an assisted living
facility in West Caldwell, served 20
years as a Republican member of
Congress representing the 12th Con-
gressional District. As a result of re-
districting in 1980, the 12th District
became the modern-day 7th District.
The district includes parts of Union
County. During his tenure, he served
as the ranking Republican member
on the House of
Representa t ive’s
Telecommunications
and Finance Com-
mittee. Mr. Rinaldo
also served on the
Banking and Cur-
rency Committee and
the Interstate and
Foreign Commerce
Committee.

Prior to his tenure
in Washington, he
served two years as
member of the Union
County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, in
1963 and 1965. He
was defeated, by one
vote, by Arthur C.
Fried of Westfield in 1965, and the two
became best friends. Mr. Fried died
August 31, 2008. Mr. Rinaldo later
served in the state Senate from 1967 to
1972, when he was elected to Con-
gress. A former Union resident, he was
president of the Union zoning board of
adjustment from 1962 to 1963.

Mr. Rinaldo opted not to seek re-
election in 1992, and was replaced in
Congress by then-Republican State
Assemblyman Bob Franks.

“Matt Rinaldo set the ultimate stan-
dard for serving his constituents,”
Mr. Franks said. “He had a reputation
for providing truly extraordinary ser-
vice. Political figures from all over
New Jersey continue to [attempt to]
reach the bar set by Matt.”

“Despite being a strong Republican,
Matt Rinaldo knew how to establish
effective relationships with those who
did not share his political affiliation.
His concern for working people and
taxpayers were the hallmarks of his
career. Congressman Matthew J.
Rinaldo Jr. served New Jersey with
great distinction. New Jersey and the
United States are better today because
of that service,” Mr. Franks said.

A number of news accounts reported
that Mr. Rinaldo listed his top accom-
plishments in Congress as sponsoring a

law prohibiting countries that harbor
terrorists from getting loans from the
Export-Import Bank, a measure pro-
viding public access to pollution data
and legislation to limit commercials
during children’s television programs.

Current Rep. Mike Ferguson, a Re-
publican, said Mr. Rinaldo “believed
public service was not about seeking
personal gain or partisan advantage.”

“Hyper-partisanship is not a recent
phenomenon, but Congressman
Rinaldo developed friendships and
working relationships across the aisle
because lawmakers of both parties rec-
ognized, valued and trusted his skills,
insights and understanding of policy. In
a time of spin and posturing, Congress-

man Rinaldo was a
legislator,” he contin-
ued.

“Those of us in
Congress who were
elected after his retire-
ment didn’t just suc-
ceed him; we try ev-
ery day to live up to
the example of public
service that Congress-
man Rinaldo estab-
lished,” Mr. Ferguson
said.

Union County Re-
publican Committee
Chairman Phil Morin
said the party mourns
the “passing of a man
who served as a leader

in Union County Republican politics
for many decades.”

“He left a legacy of being known as a
Congressman who, despite his years in
Washington, always served his constitu-
ents first, whether it was help in expedit-
ing a passport or attending a local com-
munity function. He enjoyed having per-
sonal contact with the residents of his
district, and it was not uncommon to see
Congressman Rinaldo at an Eagle Scout
Court of Honor, local Chamber of Com-
merce dinner or other events within his
district,” Mr. Morin said.

Mr. Rinaldo received a Bachelor of
Science degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity, Master of Business Administration
degree from Seton Hall University and a
Doctorate Degree in Public Administra-
tion from New York University.

Following his retirement from Con-
gress, Mr. Rinaldo worked as a public
affairs consultant. He is survived by
two brothers, Donald W. and James E.
Rinaldo, and his sister, Nancy Lattman.

A Funeral Mass will be held today,
Thursday, October 16, at 10:15 a.m. at
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church,
1212 Kelly Street, Union. Burial will
be at St. Teresa’s Cemetery in Summit.
Arrangements are being handled by
the Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home in Westfield.

 Rep. Matthew J. Rinaldo, Jr.

Westfield
Friday, October 10, Daniela Bowers,

43, of East Orange was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing traffic warrants from East Or-
ange, for $350, and Montclair, for $750.
Bowers was processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, October 11, Darlene
Didonato, 42, of Wall Township was ar-
rested in the area of the 200 block of
South Avenue, West, on an outstanding
traffic warrant for $350 from Middletown
Township. She was unable to post bail
and was turned over to the Middletown
Police Department.

Saturday, October 11, Donavon
Soumas, 38, of Jersey City was arrested in
the area of the 400 block of North Avenue
in Garwood after a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding traffic warrant from Scotch
Plains. He was released on his own recog-
nizance after posting $215 bail.

Sunday, October 12, Wilson Cabrera-
Maya, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union,
for $120, and Roselle Park, for $235. He
was stopped in the area of the 600 block
of South Avenue, West, for a traffic vio-
lation and a further investigation revealed
the outstanding warrants. Cabrera-Maya
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 10, Randal Wiley, 46,

of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Friday, October 10, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
damaged her fence. According to police,
the damage was estimated at $100.

Saturday, October 11, a resident of
Redwood Road reported that someone
removed political signs valued at $15
from his lawn.

Saturday, October 11, Dayton Stevens,
29, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, Anthony Locacio,
26, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of Union
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed a cell
phone and radio valued at $150.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of
O’Donnell Avenue reported that he pur-
chased an item on the Internet and that the
seller never sent the item, even though the
victim sent him the money for the purchase.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 8, Matthew J.

Laird, 41, of Fanwood was arrested in the
100 block of Helen Street after a field
investigation for an outstanding Newark
warrant. he was processed and released.

Wednesday, October 8, Hernan G.
Hernandez, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with numerous traffic viola-
tions after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road after he was unable to produce
proper identification documents. Accord-
ing to police, he was released after a third

party brought the documentation to head-
quarters.

Thursday, October 9, a 14-year-old
Plainfield juvenile was arrested and
charged with possession of stolen prop-
erty after removing a bicycle from Forest
Road Park. According to police, the bi-
cycle was returned to its owner, and the
juvenile was released to his parents pend-
ing a court date in Elizabeth Family Court.

Friday, October 10, a resident of Burns
Way reported that sometime between
Friday, October 3 and Friday, October
10, someone made unauthorized credit
card purchases at a local store in the
amount of $94.

Sunday, October 12, Christopher A.
Deprospero, 23, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and resisting arrested after being
involved in a fight at a Scotch Plains bar
located on North Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Monday, October 13, Reshonda R.
Laberth, 30, of Hillside was arrested on
an outstanding Greenbrook Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in the
400 block of South Avenue. According to
police, she was also charged with posses-
sion of prescription drugs not prescribed
to her. She was processed and released
after posting $1,500 bail for both inci-
dents, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 7, a resident of Force

Drive reported that a man trespassing in her
backyard with a chainsaw stated that he was
going to cut down trees that are on the
property line. According to police, the inci-
dent stems from a lawsuit filed against the
suspect by the victim and other neighbors
regarding the removal of trees that lie on a
property line. Police instructed both parties
to not have any contact with each other.

Tuesday, October 7, a purse was found
at a commuter lot and returned to head-
quarters. According to police, it had been
stolen from a Lamberts Mill Road health
club in Scotch Plains earlier in the day.
Several store cards and cash were re-
moved from the purse, authorities said.

Tuesday, October 7, Troy Smith, 45, of
Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Bayonne in the amount of
$120. According to police, he was turned
over to the Bayonne Police Department.

Tuesday, October 7, Minna Wang, 50,
of Mountainside was arrested on an out-
standing Somerville warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle accident. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to the
Somerville Police Department.

Friday, October 10, Eladio Meda-Soto,
42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter police responded to a report of an
erratic driver on Route 22. According to
police, Meda-Soto also was charged with
refusal to submit to a breath test.

Friday, October 10, Jonah M. Klein,
27, of Springfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he also was charged with an out-
standing warrant out of New Gretna in the
amount of $500.

Sunday, October 12, Miran A. Mosley,
37, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $150.

crowds,” he said. “If they’re standing
around drinking coffee and smoking
cigarettes, that’s [not something we
can address].”

He disputed the presence of a home-
less man in the lot, calling that “not
true.” He said kids do use foul lan-
guage, but unfortunately, the chief
said that happens “everywhere.”

Stricter loitering laws could help,
but the chief said they have been
deemed “unconstitutional” in many
circumstances.

Larger cities with “heavy drug traf-
fic” have enacted more stringent loi-
tering laws to keep kids away from
bad areas, but the chief said Westfield
would not meet the “criteria” for en-
acting such a law.

Ultimately, the chief said his staff
is “undermanned,” and he is not able
to dedicate officers to police that lot
constantly.

He said Westfield has fewer offic-

Resident Concerned Over
Tree Removal, Development

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During the public
comment portion of Tuesday’s
Garwood council meeting, local resi-
dent John Conlin expressed concern
over the number of trees he has seen
removed in his neighborhood recently
and asked if the borough has taken
steps to prevent this from occurring.

“In my neighborhood, I can count
maybe 13 or 15 trees that have been cut
down,” Mr. Conlin said.

Although Garwood does not regu-
late the removal of trees on private
property, Municipal Clerk and Shade
Tree Officer Christina Ariemma said
she does keep track of and replace the
trees that the borough removes. Ms.
Ariemma estimated the borough has
replaced more than 400 trees in the past
three years.

“For every tree that we take down,
we replace it with two or three trees,”
Ms. Ariemma said.

Mr. Conlin also asked the council if
there was a way to prevent high density
development in the borough, saying
that “longstanding” houses were being
torn down and replaced by “two or
three two-story apartments.” Mr. Conlin
asked if the council could increase the
minimum lot size or declare a morato-
rium on certain types of development
until the borough’s Master Plan is final-
ized.

Borough Council President Kathleen
Villaggio said increasing the lot size
would create problems for current resi-
dents because most of the lots are 50 by
100 feet. Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud also said moratoriums are not
legal under municipal land use laws.

In other business, Ms. Villaggio asked
the council to consider a resolution
supporting State Senate Bill 155, the
“Jessica Lunsford Act.” Named for a 9-
year-old Florida girl who was kidnapped

and murdered by a convicted sex of-
fender, the bill calls for tighter restric-
tions on sex offenders.

“The gist of the law would not allow
people who are a Megan’s Law Person
within 2,500 feet of a school or child
care center,” Ms. Villaggio said.

The council will vote on the resolu-
tion during its next meeting.

Also on Tuesday, the council ap-
proved a request by Councilman An-
thony Sytko to have Ed Friedman from
the renewable energy company
Ecokinetics appear at an upcoming
council meeting. Mr. Friedman has been
working closely with Mr. Sytko to re-
search renewable energy options for
municipal buildings.

“Ed offered to come to a council
meeting and hold a presentation on it,”
Mr. Sytko said. “I will be following up
with him this week and hopefully he
can come to a meeting sometime in
November.”

The council also passed an ordinance
on Tuesday to repeal parts of the mu-
nicipal code regarding massage par-
lors. Mr. Renaud said the repealed por-
tions of the code relate to plumbing
requirements.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood GOP

ers per capita than any other town in
Union County; Westfield has an aver-
age of 1.9 officers per 1,000 people,
while the average municipal police
force in the county has 2.7 officers
per every 1,000.

When asked if parking-enforcement
officers could be used to monitor the
lot in question, he said the “activity”
occurs after their shifts end in the early
evening hours.

Chief Parizeau said the police de-
partment does not have overtime funds
to keep people there “as much as we
would like to.”

When asked if Union County police
officers could assist, he said they handle
county duties such as monitoring the
county parks. If mutual aid were
needed, the county’s force could as-
sist, but the chief said they would not
be able to help patrol a parking lot.

“We simply don’t have the resources
to be everywhere,” he said.

MS BOE Discusses QSAC
Reports, Performance, Books

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE –Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeannette
Baubles and Supervisor of Curricu-
lum and Instruction (SCI) Thomas
Conroy made presentations on cur-
riculum revisions, textbook status,
state and public reporting, require-
ments and compliance during the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) meeting, Tuesday night at
Beechwood School.

Mrs. Baubles presented the perfor-
mance review. The district is required
to post responses to the performance
review on its website five days prior
to presenting them to the board. It
was not clear that this was done or
whether the board will hold another
public meeting for this purpose.

Per the Open Public Meetings Act
(OPRA), all districts are required to
publish a notice that the performance
review will be discussed. While the
board approved what it called a “dis-
trict-scored” performance review, it
did not approve a required statement
of assurance verifying the accuracy
of the responses in the report.

Mr. Conroy and Mrs. Baubles dis-
cussed curriculum revisions and the
Quality Single Accountability Con-
tinuum (QSAC) – a report required
by the county superintendent’s of-
fice. The QSAC is to cover the last
three school years and is mandated
by the N.J. Department of Education.

A discussion ensued whether
Mountainside’s QSAC is in full com-
pliance with the state’s QSAC guide-
lines in that the process requires that
a committee be formed to evaluate
performance and capacity in instruc-
tion and program, personnel, fiscal

management, operations and gover-
nance.

CSA Baubles was responsible for
appointing a committee consisting of
herself, one or more members of the
administrative staff, the district’s busi-
ness administrator, head of curricu-
lum, one or more members of the
teachers’ local collective bargaining
unit and one or more members of the
BOE selected by the board. Mrs.
Baubles mentioned that she also ap-
pointed certain teachers, which she is
permitted to do.

The board also could have estab-
lished a subcommittee of its own to
consult with the committee formed to
complete the review.

“We scored ourselves highly,” Mrs.
Baubles said. However, “we did come
across some areas where we would
like to improve.” These areas included
financial and budgetary controls, stu-
dent support services and governance.

The board was unclear whether
Mrs. Baubles presentation met the
state’s requirement that a public hear-
ing be held for public comment. It
was not stated which member of the
board, chosen by the board, had been
on the committee.

Despite that, Mrs. Baubles praised
the teaching and support staff who
participated in the review. She said
that the staff contributed greatly to
the process.

“They have a sense of where we
have been, to know where we are
going,” she said.

SCI Conroy discussed curriculum
revisions. He said he is excited about
the proposed changes and what they
will mean for students and faculty.
He said core curriculum standards
are the basis for classroom planning.

“We really needed to work on our
grades 6 to 8 reading and writing
program,” he added before describ-
ing the effort to make it easier for
students to comprehend and develop.

Mr. Conroy said, “We want to push
the kids. It’s time to dial things up on
them.”

Board Member Anthony Tinnirella
said he hoped that a teacher’s contri-
bution to curriculum development is
considered when performance is re-
viewed. He also said that some sec-
tions still do not have textbooks.

Mr. Conroy attributed the shortage
of textbooks to a “huge influx of
students” enrolling this year.

Mrs. Baubles said the textbook
shortage “has been a little bit tough,”
but blamed it on the supplier shipping
three palates of the wrong books. She
said that the correct books have been
requested and she anticipates them to
arrive soon.

The board praised the Mountainside
Public Library staff, who make books
available to students that complement
their education.

The next Mountainside BOE pub-
lic meeting will take place at
Beechwood School on Tuesday No-
vember 11, at 7:30 p.m.

has spent us into ruin at this point. Our
economy is in shambles. That $10 bil-
lion a month being spent over there

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stender on Economy, Iraq

not match, we request the voter to
sign again and perhaps give us some
form of identification with it,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “So we do check.”

Ms. Rajoppi said when informa-
tion for an absentee ballot is entered,
it goes to the Board of Elections
which produces the poll books that
are sent to each polling place. The
poll books will show that a voter
requested an absentee ballot, and the
voter will not be permitted to vote at
the machine.

“Whether or not he voted absen-
tee, he cannot vote on that machine,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

Voters who request absentee bal-
lots but do not use them have the
option of filling out a provisional
ballot, which Ms. Rajoppi said is
only opened after checking to make
sure that an absentee ballot was not
completed.

Voters may request an absentee bal-
lot by mail up until seven days before
the election and in person until 3 p.m.
the day before the election.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Voting

(Iraq) has really hurt our economy in a
very significant way,” Mrs. Stender said.
“We have to set a timeline and get out
responsibly, safely and soon.”

“But I also do think we should have
finished the job in Afghanistan,” she
said, adding that the United States
“needs to find Osama Bin Laden and
bring him to justice for the heinous
crimes on our country.

“I believe we have to have a strong
military, but we also have to be smart in
our diplomacy. We can’t continue the
cowboy diplomacy of the last eight
years if we are going to work with other
nations…to build a better peaceful
world,” Mrs. Stender said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cronin, Chief Parizeau
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REPUBLICANS RALLY...Earlier this month in Summit, New Jersey Republi-
cans held a rally for the Presidential ticket of Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) and
Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin. Republican nominee for U.S. Senate Dick Zimmer,
who will face Frank Lautenberg in November, is flanked by State Senators
Leonard Lance, who will battle Linda Stender for an open U.S. House seat in the
7th District, and Tom Kean, Jr. Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer
appears in the background.
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Asw. Stender Favors Middle Class
Tax Cut, Tapping Iraqi Oil Profits

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood, the Demo-
cratic candidate for Congress in the
Seventh District, said last Wednes-
day, during an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times offices, that
she would have voted for the $700-
billion rescue bill in Washington to
help shore up the nation’s financial

markets and lending institutions. The
candidate also said she opposes
nuclear power but favors alternative
energy sources, including wind- and
solar-generated power. (For the full
interview, see goleader.com/services/
video.)

Mrs. Stender, a former mayor and
councilwoman in Fanwood and
county freeholder, is making a sec-
ond run for Congress after coming
within 1 percent of defeating four-
term Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-New
Providence) in 2006.

The candidate said the
economy is the top issue in the
campaign. “Every person I have
talked to is fearful and uneasy
about the future, and they are
really furious in many cases
over the lack of oversight, the
lack of transparency and regu-
lation that allowed our finan-
cial markets to go into such
distress,” Mrs. Stender said.
“Never in my lifetime have I
heard people question the safety
of our financial institutions the
way they are questioning them
now.”

When asked about her views
on the $700-billion bailout bill
and billions of dollars in tax
breaks, Mrs. Stender said, “I
would have voted for that bill.
Not taking action would have
had a worse outcome.”

“It wasn’t a perfect bill, but I be-
lieved that, at the essence, we have to
take steps to start to fix the mess and
start to restore trust in the system,”
she said. She said the bill addresses
“oversight, regulation, transparency”
while “making sure there were no
golden parachutes [for corporate
CEOs].”

She said she was “discouraged and
appalled” by the billions of dollars in
pork projects thrown into the legisla-
tion. “But that was how they got the
votes, and the bill did pass.”

“I believed that instead of the pork
that got funded, we should have cre-
ated infrastructure investment out of
that and put people to work,” she said.

Mrs. Stender called the rise of fore-
closures, up 187 percent in Union
County, a “very nightmarish version
of trickle down economics.”

“When businesses can’t have ac-
cess to credit so they can make their
payroll, that’s going to start to have
very bad repercussions,” she said.
“Until we know who the next Presi-
dent is going to be and the makeup of

the Congress, I think we are going to
see this very volatile [stock market]
situation, which just contributes to
the unease.”

The candidate said the government
should pursue a Roosevelt
Homeowners Corporation-type pro-
gram, which, she explained, would
allow the Federal government to ac-
quire mortgages, thus enabling
homeowners in those properties to
refinance their loans “into an afford-
able level and time of repayment.”

Malool, DePaola Weigh In on
Issues in SP Township Races

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
and PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Council-
woman Nancy Malool and Mary
DePaola, GOP candidates for mayor
and council, respectively, participated
in an interview last week at the of-
fices of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Topics discussed included the
municipal budget, the township’s
Special Improvement District and
parks and recreation projects. (A video
of the interview is available on the
newspaper’s website at
goleader.com.)

Ms. Malool, who has served as a
member of the council since 2002,
discussed this year’s $24.6-million
municipal budget, which increased
property taxes by 5.6 percent. Ms.
Malool said that the council needs to
be “realistic” at a time when it faces
rising pension and Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) costs and
decreases in state aid. Ms. Malool
said that costs in 2009 and 2010 are
likely to be “even worse,” especially
since Governor Jon Corzine said last
week that state aid may be affected by
the difficulties on Wall Street.

“I think it’s disingenuous to tell
people you’re going to lower their
taxes in the coming years because it’s
just not reality,” Ms. Malool said.

Ms. DePaola, who is a member of
the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment, said many residents are
not aware of the costs associated with
pensions and the RVSA, and that she
and Ms. Malool have spoken with
voters about these issues during their
campaign.

Ms. Malool said that although
Scotch Plains has to be “fiscally pru-
dent,” the township will look for other
ways to save money and reduce costs
in order to minimize the residents’
tax burden, including shared services
and attracting more ratables.

“We are trying to get some more
shared services with more munici-
palities,” Ms. Malool said. “We are
always trying to come up with differ-
ent ways to raise money, different
kinds of projects, innovative capital
projects that will make money for
us.”

Ms. Malool said that Township
Manager Michael Capabianco is look-
ing at different options for the
township’s health insurance contract,
which is set to expire, but said that
any savings would have to be weighed

against the disruption a change in
carrier would cause employees.

“It’s very disruptive to people’s
lives, so it’s kind of something you
have to balance, you have to weigh —
okay, here’s what we’re doing to our
employees, but here’s the cost, the
cost savings,” Ms. Malool said.

Regarding the Special Improve-
ment District, which was approved
by the council at its June 24 meeting,
Ms. Malool said the SID board is “in
the process of incorporating and pre-
paring some bylaws.” Ms. Malool
said she hopes those in the public and
business community who opposed
the SID will “work to make this suc-
cessful.”

Ms. DePaola, who said she attended
many of the council’s meetings re-
garding the measure, said, “while
there is a voice of people who are
fearful about what that change means
and fearful about what they’re going
to be assessed, there’s another larger
voice of residents who are very ex-
cited.”

“They are loyal to their own local
merchants and they look forward to
seeing the town being built up and
being a place where they can spend
most of their time and their money,”
Ms. DePaola said. “I think it will be a
great thing for Scotch Plains.”

In terms of recreation, Ms. Malool
said the major projects remaining are
renovations at Brookside Park and
the former Terry-Lou Zoo property
and a senior center.

“Those are all things that need to be
done,” Ms. Malool said. “Everything
of course is dependent upon money,
but our seniors have been promised a
center for years and I really want to
deliver on that.”

Ms. Malool said the township
should get increased use out of turf
playing fields at the south side field
and on the county’s Ponderosa prop-
erty when that project is completed.

“That will really increase the avail-
ability of fields, and artificial turf
doesn’t have to be rested…even after
a rain storm, some of these other fields
you can’t use (now) because they’re
muddy,” Ms. Malool said. “It really
will enable us to expand the number of
games that we have going on.”

Ms. Malool is running against
Democrat Councilman Kevin Glover
for the office of outgoing Mayor
Martin Marks. Ms. DePaola is chal-
lenging Theresa Mullen for a seat on
the five-member council.

CAMPAIGN...Democrats celebrate Columbus Day in Scotch Plains. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Councilmen Jeffrey Strauss and Kevin Glover, along with
Theresa Mullen. Mr. Glover is candidate for mayor, and Mrs. Mullen is candidate
for council.

Courtesy of Jeffrey Stein
THE BEST PUMPKIN...Finding the best pumpkin is a fun chore at the Scotch Plains Marketplace last Saturday due to the
large selection available. The marketplace has extended its season to November 15, because of the nice weather and high
turnout by residents.

County Officials Prepare for
‘Unprecedented’ Voting Numbers
By RAYNOR DENITZIO and

MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — As the deadline
for New Jersey residents to register
for November 4’s General Election
came and went on Tuesday, Union
County election officials were work-
ing overtime to process the new reg-
istrants.

“We’re working a minimum of 13
hours a day,” said Dennis Kobitz,
deputy administrator of the Union
County Board of Elections. “My staff
has been great. They’re working from
8 a.m. to a minimum of 9 p.m.”

Mr. Kobitz said the county is expe-
riencing “unprecedented voting num-

bers,” with 11,000 new registrations
in September alone. He estimates that
his office was getting between 1,000
and 1,500 new registrations a day.

Mr. Kobitz said there were 269,699
registered voters in the county for the
June 3 Primary, and placed that num-
ber at more than 280,000 as of Octo-
ber 10.

In addition, many voters are apply-
ing for absentee ballots. Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said her office
expects to receive close to 600 absen-
tee ballot requests per day as the
election nears.

“As of Friday, we had close to 9,000,
and that includes civilian, Federal,
overseas and military ballots,” Ms.

Rajoppi said.
Ms. Rajoppi said she expects up-

wards of 12,000 requests in total since
this year is a presidential election
year.

“We’re about on target at this point
for numbers, as to number of absen-
tees,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray
said she is seeing an “influx” of new
voters since the presidential primary
in February. “There’s a lot of voter
registration right now,” she said. She
said she is not involved with input-
ting the names in the system.

The clerk’s office is basically the
registrar of votes. So, she said, “We’re
not going to turn anyone away. We
don’t check IDs.” She said her office
essentially forwards the registrations
over to the Board of Elections in Eliza-
beth. “We just accept them,” she said.

Election officials said there is a
system in place to ensure the integrity
of votes, although, so far neither Mr.
Kobitz nor Ms. Rajoppi have seen
any irregularities in the registrations
or absentee ballot requests. News re-
ports over the past week have identi-
fied numerous irregularities, espe-
cially concerning registrations made
through the Association of Commu-
nity Organizations for Reform
(ACORN).

“I haven’t noticed any fraudulent
activity thus far,” Mr. Kobitz said.
“Everything seems to be matching
up.”

Mr. Kobitz said in 2006 and 2007
when ACORN did a massive registra-
tion drive in the county, half of the
names were fraudulent. They were
mostly pulled out of a telephone book
or did not exist.

Scotch Plains Township Clerk Bar-
bara Riepe said her office has not
noticed anything out of the ordinary
as far as registration. She said the
township was getting a lot of registra-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Merger Talk Resurfaces;
DEP Monitors Dean Oil

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The issue of
Fanwood’s potential merger with an-
other municipality was raised Tues-
day night at the borough council’s
regular monthly meeting.

The discussion came during the
public comment portion at the end of
the meeting; Democratic council can-
didate Russell Huegel asked whether
the governing body has “collectively
started having conversations on the
budget.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr directed Mr.
Huegel’s question to Council Presi-
dent Joan Wheeler, who is running
for re-election on the same ticket as
Mr. Huegel.

“The 2009 [budget] numbers look
more bleak than 2008,” began Mrs.
Wheeler in her response. “We can
expect that revenues will be reduced.
I can assure the citizens of Fanwood
that we have looked at every single
line item, every single [municipal]
service we provide, [and] taken every
opportunity to share services.”

After saying “shared services might
not do it for us,” the council president
said, “The time has come for us to
develop a team to look at [potential]
mergers with other municipalities.”

Mrs. Wheeler emphasized that “it’s
not going to happen this year or next”
and added, “It’s going to be a very
tough decision” that would require a
referendum.

Also Tuesday night, Mayor Mahr
pointed to the effects of a slumping
economy on the downtown’s rede-
velopment.

“The reality is, the economy has
slowed things down,” Mayor Mahr
said, referring specifically to ongo-
ing efforts to get newly built retail

space occupied.
“Retail has taken sort of a hit,” said

Mayor Mahr; however, she added that
plans are in the works for a day spa in
the South Avenue building owned by
Helen Ling.

Mayor Mahr also reported that “site
remediation” work is underway at the
former Dean Oil property at LaGrande
and Second Avenues, where the Sta-
tion Square townhouses will be con-
structed.

“As I understand it, the line is form-
ing for people interested in living
downtown,” the mayor said regard-
ing the Station Square project. “The
site is being monitored by the [state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection] to make sure everything’s
going smoothly there.”

Remediation of contamination at
the old Dean Oil operation has been
underway for the past two or three
weeks and will continue over the next
few weeks, according to Mayor Mahr.

Resident Michael D’Antono asked
whether the DEP’s soil testing and
cleanup will delay construction, but
the mayor said the DEP “knew they
had some environmental issues” with
the site and that permits and other
preparations have been two years in
the making.

Mayor Mahr said the Station Square
townhouses should be completed
“within a year.”

The mayor also said the former
Internet Café building, at the corner
of South and Martine Avenues, which
was recently sold, will be demolished
by the end of the year for redevelop-
ment.

“This will be a significant piece of
architecture for the community [and]
part of the gateway to downtown,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DISCUSSING ISSUES...Asw. Linda Stender
discusses issues with editor Paul Peyton related
to her candidacy for Congress in the Seventh
District. See video at goleader.com.

SP Council to Appraise
Hedge Property for Sale

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday evening au-
thorized the hiring of a certified ap-
praiser to prepare a formal appraisal
of the property adjacent to the mu-
nicipal building commonly known as
the “hedge property.”

Two years ago, despite the opposi-
tion of the planning board and some
concerns about how the 9,000-square-
foot property might be developed, the
township council approved the re-
zoning of the property in hopes that
the tract can be sold to a private devel-
oper. The zoning change formally
designated the property, which is situ-
ated between the municipal parking
lot and Park Avenue, as “B-2-Busi-

ness” versus the previous “P-Public,”
thus allowing it to be sold to a private
entity that would then be able to build
a mixed-use building containing re-
tail and professional office space, and
possibly second-story apartments.

Timothy Hoffman of Westfield will
be paid $1,600 to appraise the prop-
erty, according to Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, who presided over the
council’s meeting in the absence of
Mayor Martin Marks.

In other business, the council au-
thorized the release of $7,500 for
Robert Pansulla to represent the town-
ship in a lawsuit brought by D. Villane
Construction against the planning
board. The firm is appealing the
board’s rejection of its application to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Music Boosters Set
Pasta Night for Oct. 29

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Fanwood Music Boosters Association will
sponsor a Pasta Night on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 29, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) caf-
eteria.

Tickets are $5 and can be purchased now
or at the door. Dinner includes pasta, meat-
balls, sausage and peppers, chicken, salad
and bread. Second helpings, drinks and
desserts are extra. Music will be provided
by the SPFHS band and choral students.
The public is invited to this evening of good
food. Please support the talented music
students at this fundraising event. For more
information and tickets, call (908) 654-
8676.

“When that (Roosevelt Homeowners
Corporation) was done, it did keep
people in their homes. It helped to
stabilize the [housing] market,” she said.

She said the United States should
receive financial assistance from Iraq.
“The Iraqi government now has a $79-
billion surplus as we’re broke. There is
something wrong with that picture.”

She said she opposes “tax breaks and
subsidies to the oil companies,” saying
the United States must reduce its de-
pendence on fossil fuels while support-
ing “renewable energy resources of
wind and solar and bio fuels.”

“I think there are so many instances
of American ingenuity that we have not
allowed to come to market that needs to
come to market, so that we’ll have the
energy to run our country and to run our
future,” Mrs. Stender said. “I was the
author of the Global Warming Response
Act [in the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture]. I am somebody that believes we
should…take action based on what sci-
ence is telling us, especially on issues
like climate change.”

An opponent of nuclear power, Mrs.
Stender said “nobody wants” nuclear
waste. On the safety issue, she cited
the Chernobyl nuclear reactor acci-
dent in Russia that occurred in 1986.
“Why would we risk that when I
believe we can, in fact, not only sup-
port wind and solar [but bring] to
market other technologies and ways
of providing energy?”

Talking about the current $9.8-tril-
lion national deficit, Mrs. Stender
said Congress should provide tax
breaks to the middle class while end-
ing tax breaks to corporations who
move jobs overseas. She said loop-
holes must be closed that permit cor-
porate CEOs to “rape and pillage
their companies…as they walk out
the door with millions of dollars.”

She listed energy independence,
repairing the nation’s infrastructure,
and healthcare as her top priorities.

“Fifty percent of the bankruptcies
stem from healthcare costs. So, we

have to reduce the costs there and
create a system of shared
responsibility…to make sure that
everybody is covered,” she said. “I
am not a supporter of the single-
payer system because I am concerned
about how we would ever pay for
that.”

Mrs. Stender said healthcare costs
can be reduced by providing medical
records electronically to reduce du-
plication of medical tests. Mrs.
Stender said she would work to elimi-
nate “waste, fraud and abuse” in the
healthcare system. She favors tax
breaks to companies that offer health
insurance to their employees and sup-
ports allowing small businesses to
pool together with others to purchase
health insurance at a lower rate.

Mrs. Stender said she ran for Con-
gress in 2006 because of her opposi-
tion to the Iraq War. “I was very
opposed to it. I think we should never
have gone into that war. I still feel
strongly that [that] war was a mis-
take, especially for the families who
have lost their loved ones.”

“For us, as a nation, I think it really
has spent us into ruin at this point.
Our economy is in shambles. That
$10 billion a month being spent over
there (Iraq) has really hurt our
economy in a very significant way,”
Mrs. Stender said. “We have to set a
timeline and get out responsibly,
safely and soon.”

“But I also do think we should have
finished the job in Afghanistan,” she
said, adding that the United States
“needs to find Osama Bin Laden and
bring him to justice for the heinous
crimes on our country.

“I believe we have to have a strong
military, but we also have to be smart
in our diplomacy. We can’t continue
the cowboy diplomacy of the last
eight years if we are going to work
with other nations…to build a better
peaceful world,” Mrs. Stender said.

TAX HOLIDAY...Republican leaders in Trenton on Tuesday called for a state
sales tax holiday for the Christmas season from the day after Thanksgiving to
January 4 to spur business and boost consumer confidence. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Republican Whip Asm. Jon Bramnick and Senate Minority Leader
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (both District 21, Westfield).

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HIGH FIVE – Young students at Westfield’s Lincoln School learned about safety
last week from police officers in the DARE program. Roughly 30 officers from
New Jersey, Connecticut and Kansas delivered mini-lessons on safety to kinder-
garten and pre-school children in Westfield. Discussions included “stranger
danger,” use of “911,” answering telephones and doorbells, and Halloween safety.

Former Rep. Matt Rinaldo
Dies at 77; Served 20 Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Former 10-term Con-
gressman Matthew J. Rinaldo Jr. died
Monday of complications from
Parkinson’s disease. He was 77.

Mr. Rinaldo, who was residing in
Crane’s Mill Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community, an assisted living
facility in West Caldwell, served 20
years as a Republican member of
Congress representing the 12th Con-
gressional District. As a result of re-
districting in 1980, the 12th District
became the modern-day 7th District.
The district includes parts of Union
County. During his tenure, he served
as the ranking Re-
publican member
on the House of
Representative’s
Telecommunica-
tions and Finance
Committee.

Prior to his ten-
ure in Washing-
ton, D.C., he
served two years
as member of the
Union County
Board of Chosen
Freeholders, in
1963 and 1965.
He was defeated,
by one vote, by
Arthur Fried of
Westfield in 1965,
and the two be-
came best friends.
Mr. Fried died Au-
gust 31, 2008. Mr.
Rinaldo later served in the state
Senate from 1967 to 1972, when he
was elected to Congress. A former
Union resident, he was president of
the Union zoning board of adjust-
ment from 1962 to 1963.

Mr. Rinaldo opted not to seek re-
election in 1992 and was replaced in
Congress by then-Republican State
Assemblyman Bob Franks. Mr.
Rinaldo served on the Banking and
Currency Committee and the Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce Com-
mittee.

“Matt Rinaldo set the ultimate stan-
dard for serving his constituents,”
Mr. Franks said. “He had a reputation
for providing truly extraordinary ser-
vice. Political figures from all over
New Jersey continue to [attempt to]
reach the bar set by Matt.”

“Despite being a strong Republi-
can, Matt Rinaldo knew how to estab-
lish effective relationships with those
who did not share his political affili-
ation. His concern for working people
and taxpayers were the hallmarks of
his career. Congressman Matthew J.
Rinaldo Jr. served New Jersey with
great distinction. New Jersey and the
United States are better today be-
cause of that service,” Mr. Franks
said.

A number of news accounts re-
ported that Mr. Rinaldo listed his
top accomplishments in Congress
as sponsoring a law prohibiting
countries that harbor terrorists from
getting loans from the Export-Im-
port Bank, a measure providing
public access to pollution data and
legislation to limit commercials
during children’s television pro-
grams.

Current 7th District Rep. Mike
Ferguson, a Republican, said Mr.
Rinaldo “believed public service was
not about seeking personal gain or
partisan advantage.”

“Hyper-partisanship is not a recent
phenomenon, but
C o n g r e s s m a n
Rinaldo devel-
oped friendships
and working rela-
tionships across
the aisle because
lawmakers of both
parties recog-
nized, valued and
trusted his skills,
insights and un-
derstanding of
policy. In a time of
spin and postur-
ing, Congressman
Rinaldo was a leg-
islator,” he contin-
ued.

“Those of us in
Congress who
were elected after
his retirement
didn’t just succeed

him; we try every day to live up to the
example of public service that Con-
gressman Rinaldo established,” Mr.
Ferguson said.

Union County Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Phil Morin said the
party mourns the “passing of a man
who served as a leader in Union
County Republican politics for many
decades.”

“He left a legacy of being known as
a Congressman who, despite his years
in Washington, always served his
constituents first, whether it was help
in expediting a passport or attending
a local community function. He en-
joyed having personal contact with
the residents of his district, and it was
not uncommon to see Congressman
Rinaldo at an Eagle Scout Court of
Honor, local Chamber of Commerce
dinner or other events within his dis-
trict,” Mr. Morin said.

Mr. Rinaldo received a Bachelor of
Science degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity, Master of Business Administra-
tion degree from Seton Hall Univer-
sity and a Doctorate Degree in Public
Administration from New York Uni-
versity.

Following his retirement from Con-
gress, Mr. Rinaldo worked as a public
affairs consultant. He is survived by
two brothers, Donald W. and James
E. Rinaldo, and his sister, Nancy
Lattman.

A Funeral Mass will be held to-
day, Thursday, October 16, at 10:15
a.m. at St. Michael’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, 1212 Kelly Street,
Union. Burial will be at St. Teresa’s
Cemetery in Summit. Arrangements
are being handled by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home in Westfield.

Westfield
Friday, October 10, Daniela Bowers,

43, of East Orange was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing traffic warrants from East Or-
ange, for $350, and Montclair, for $750.
Bowers was processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, October 11, Darlene
Didonato, 42, of Wall Township was ar-
rested in the area of the 200 block of
South Avenue, West, on an outstanding
traffic warrant for $350 from Middletown
Township. She was unable to post bail
and was turned over to the Middletown
Police Department.

Saturday, October 11, Donavon
Soumas, 38, of Jersey City was arrested in
the area of the 400 block of North Avenue
in Garwood after a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding traffic warrant from Scotch
Plains. He was released on his own recog-
nizance after posting $215 bail.

Sunday, October 12, Wilson Cabrera-
Maya, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union,
for $120, and Roselle Park, for $235. He
was stopped in the area of the 600 block
of South Avenue, West, for a traffic vio-
lation and a further investigation revealed
the outstanding warrants. Cabrera-Maya
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 10, Randal Wiley, 46,

of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Friday, October 10, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
damaged her fence. According to police,
the damage was estimated at $100.

Saturday, October 11, a resident of
Redwood Road reported that someone
removed political signs valued at ap-
proximately $15 from his lawn.

Saturday, October 11, Dayton Stevens,
29, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, Anthony Locacio,
26, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of Union
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed a cell
phone and radio valued at $150.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of
O’Donnell Avenue reported that he pur-
chased an item on the Internet and that
the seller never sent the item, even though
the victim sent him the money for the
purchase.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 8, Matthew J.

Laird, 41, of Fanwood was arrested in the
100 block of Helen Street after a field
investigation for an outstanding Newark
warrant. he was processed and released.

Wednesday, October 8, Hernan G.
Hernandez, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with numerous traffic viola-
tions after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road after he was unable to produce
proper identification documents. Accord-
ing to police, he was released after a third

party brought the documentation to head-
quarters.

Thursday, October 9, a 14-year-old
Plainfield juvenile was arrested and
charged with possession of stolen prop-
erty after removing a bicycle from Forest
Road Park. According to police, the bi-
cycle was returned to its owner, and the
juvenile was released to his parents pend-
ing a court date in Elizabeth Family Court.

Friday, October 10, a resident of Burns
Way reported that sometime between
Friday, October 3 and Friday, October
10, someone made unauthorized credit
card purchases at a local store in the
amount of $94.

Sunday, October 12, Christopher A.
Deprospero, 23, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and resisting arrested after being
involved in a fight at a Scotch Plains bar
located on North Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Monday, October 13, Reshonda R.
Laberth, 30, of Hillside was arrested on
an outstanding Greenbrook Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in the
400 block of South Avenue. According to
police, she was also charged with posses-
sion of prescription drugs not prescribed
to her. She was processed and released
after posting $1,500 bail for both inci-
dents, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 7, a resident of Force

Drive reported that a man trespassing in
her backyard with a chainsaw stated that
he was going to cut down trees that are on
the property line. According to police,
the incident stems from a lawsuit filed
against the suspect by the victim and
other neighbors regarding the removal of
trees that lie on a property line. Police
instructed both parties to not have any
contact with each other.

Tuesday, October 7, a purse was found
at a commuter lot and returned to head-
quarters. According to police, it had been
stolen from a Lamberts Mill Road health
club in Scotch Plains earlier in the day.
Several store cards and cash were re-
moved from the purse, authorities said.

Tuesday, October 7, Troy Smith, 45, of
Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Bayonne in the amount of
$120. According to police, he was turned
over to the Bayonne Police Department.

Tuesday, October 7, Minna Wang, 50,
of Mountainside was arrested on an out-
standing Somerville warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle accident. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to the
Somerville Police Department.

Friday, October 10, Eladio Meda-Soto,
42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after police responded to a report of an
erratic driver on Route 22. According to
police, Meda-Soto also was charged with
refusal to submit to a breath test.

Friday, October 10, Jonah M. Klein,
27, of Springfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he also was charged with an out-
standing warrant out of New Gretna in
the amount of $500.

Sunday, October 12, Miran A. Mosley,
37, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $150.

tions but no different than Presiden-
tial election years. When asked about
registrations without complete ad-
dresses or incorrect information, Ms.
Riepe said there hadn’t been any-
thing unusual this year.

Mr. Kobtiz said to be entered as a
voter, new registrants must provide a
driver’s license or the last four digits
of their Social Security number. In
addition, the county’s system also
checks to ensure that registrants are
not currently on probation or parole.
If the information provided does not
match, voters are asked for identifi-
cation at their polling place. Only
homeless voters are allowed to vote
without an address, and they are only
permitted to vote in person.

For absentee ballots, Ms. Rajoppi
said county clerks have access to a
voter database where they can check
the information in their county. The
database includes the voter’s address,
voter number and signature. Ms.
Rajoppi said that the person’s signa-
ture is the “primary identifier.”

“In the case of a signature that does
not match, we request the voter to
sign again and perhaps give us some
form of identification with it,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “So, we do check.”

Ms. Rajoppi said when informa-
tion for an absentee ballot is entered,
it goes to the Board of Elections,
which produces the poll books that
are sent to each polling place. The
poll books will show that a voter
requested an absentee ballot, and the
voter will not be permitted to vote at
the machine.

“Whether or not he voted absentee,
he cannot vote on that machine,” Ms.
Rajoppi said.

Voters who request absentee bal-
lots but do not use them have the
option of filling out a provisional
ballot, which Ms. Rajoppi said is only
opened after checking to make sure
that an absentee ballot was not com-
pleted.

Voters may request an absentee
ballot by mail up until seven days
before the election and in person until
3 p.m. the day before the election.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cty. Voting

said Mayor Mahr, noting that the new
building will feature three stories of
commercial and retail space.

In other business, Mayor Mahr
said the borough is looking into
“possibly piggybacking onto the
county’s Verizon system” to poten-
tially save as much as 30 percent on
telephone and communications
costs “in the spirit of looking at
everything to try to save money in
the budget.”

The governing body also approved
several measures, including an ordi-
nance to rezone all Staggard Place
properties as residential, an ordinance
establishing salary ranges for non-
unionized borough employees, in-
cluding a new civilian police dis-
patcher, and a resolution aimed at

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Merge Discussion
changing the distribution of fines lev-
ied for motor vehicle offenses.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
the fines are currently split about 50/
50 between municipalities and the
county, but he said it is the munici-
palities that “bear the expenses” of
police and court operations.

The resolution supports changing
that to give municipalities 80 per-
cent, “which would be a bit more
equitable,” said Mr. Parenti, a former
borough police chief. “It’s picking up
some support,” he added.

“Good leadership on that,” said
Mayor Mahr, adding that the approved
resolution will be sent to other mu-
nicipalities and the New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors, which she cur-
rently heads.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council
Discusses Property, Leaves

build a two-story office building on
South Avenue. Mr. Pansulla serves as
the board’s attorney.

The council also renewed an
interlocal agreement with Westfield
regarding the storage of leaves dur-
ing the two towns’ fall leaf-collection
programs. Scotch Plains will be able
to deposit leaves collected on the
south side of town at the Westfield
Conservation Center on Lamberts
Mill Road while Westfield will de-
posit leaves it collects on the north
side of town at the public works prop-
erty on Plainfield Avenue.

Mrs. Malool reminded residents
that the emergency room at
Muhlenberg Hospital remains open
and will be open “for the foreseeable
future.” At last week’s conference
meeting, she told her colleagues that
various shuttle and taxi services are
available from Muhlenberg to other
area hospitals for people needing to
be admitted. A brochure containing
details of the shuttle services will
soon be available at the municipal
building, and a link on the township
website will connect users to
Muhlenberg’s website, where similar
information will be available.

In addition, a transportation hotline,
(866) 479-4848, also provides infor-
mation about transportation options
to and from the hospital.

The council passed a resolution
accepting a $74,824 federal grant that
will be used, according to Council-
man Jeffrey Strauss, to purchase new
software for the police department.

In other business, a Clark Lane
resident read a letter signed by neigh-
borhood residents requesting sewer

access for homes on that street. The
letter stated that Clark Lane residents
pay combined property taxes in ex-
cess of $100,000, “including for sewer
services that we do not receive.” Act-
ing Mayor Malool said the council
would discuss the matter at its confer-
ence meeting next week.

Sonia Ash of Everts Avenue said
political lawn signs were taken from
her home sometime during the over-
night hours last weekend and ex-
pressed concerns that someone was
trespassing on her property. Mrs.
Malool said she would speak to Po-
lice Chief Brian Mahoney about the
matter.

Acting Mayor Malool issued an ex
post facto proclamation designating
September 27 and 28 as Parker Gar-
dens Day in Scotch Plains in honor of
the horticultural business’s 60 years
of operation. A proclamation was also
issued designating October 15 as New
Jersey Orators’ Day. Several mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains Chapter of
the New Jersey Orators, an organiza-
tion dedicated to improving the speak-
ing skills of minority youth, were in
attendance at Tuesday’s meeting,
during which sixth-grader Alex
Jardine recited a poem and received a
standing ovation from the council
and the audience.

The council passed resolutions con-
gratulating Dan Michalak on achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America, supporting the
Crop Walk to fight hunger on Sunday,
October 19, and recognizing October
as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on October 28.

Rep. Matthew J. Rinaldo, Jr.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stender on Iraq, Healthcare

Fanwood Candidates
Forum, Oct. 27

FANWOOD – The public is in-
vited to the Fanwood Candidates
Forum on Monday, October 27,
at 7 p.m. at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. The event is spon-
sored by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and the League
of Women Voters. Fanwood TV35
will televise the event. The public
is invited to email questions to be
considered for the candidates to
editor@goleader.com.
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Correction
A headline on page 2 in last week’s

edition contained an error. The cor-
rect headline should have said “Re-
publican Seventh District Congres-
sional candidate Leonard Lance did
not benefit from a state slush fund.”
We apologize for the error.

HELLO WESTFIELD…Jill Dispenza mans the phones with other volunteers at
a recent Westfield United Way telethon. Calls encourage donations to support the
18 member agencies. Mrs. Dispenza said these uncertain economic times make it
even more essential to help those who are in need.

Tickets Are Available
For Mayor’s Gala

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tickets for
the annual Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Charity Gala on Friday, December
5, are now on sale in the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department. Tick-
ets for the event are $75.

The gala will be held at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains. A non-partisan event,
it serves to bring all segments of the
community together for an evening
of dining, dancing and a silent auc-
tion. Proceeds from the event ben-
efit the Municipal Alliance Commit-
tee and other local non-profit orga-
nizations.

The event also recognizes citizens
and groups that have made volun-
tary contributions to Scotch Plains.
Awards are presented in the follow-
ing categories: female volunteer of
the year, male volunteer of the year,
volunteer couple of the year and
volunteer organization of the year.

For information about tickets, the
Mayor’s Gala or how to donate a
gift, call the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 1221.

Korean War Memorial
Group Achieves its Goal

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public
is invited to the dedication ceremony
for the Korean War Memorial clock
in Scotch Plains on Veterans Day –
“the 11th month, the 11th day, the
11th hour” – November 11. The
ceremony will be held at Town Cen-
tre on Park Avenue and Front Street.

Korean War veteran Donald
Wussler of Scotch Plains spear-
headed the successful effort in
reaching out to the public for funds
for the memorial, and the public
responded by contributing more
than $16,600. Events sponsored by
the recreation department, minia-
ture golf and senior citizen day at
Scotch Hills Golf Course, gener-
ated $1,500 for the project.

Westfield Bellmaster John Panosh
and his crewmembers will trans-
port the Westfield Town Bell to
Scotch Plains in support of the cer-
emony. Scotch Plains Department
of Public Works members will help
with readying the site.

Mr. Wussler, grateful to the pub-
lic, said [due to the level of sup-
port], “we’ll definitely be able to
put the words ‘Freedom is not Free’
on the face of the clock and put a
plaque with an inscription on gran-
ite or the like at the base. We’re
going to use any excess for land-
scaping, maybe a bench and upkeep
of the clock and of the area where
the clock will stand.”

For more information, contact Mr.
Wussler at (908) 889-1709.

Cranford Residents Seek
Support for Skate Park
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Two Cranford
residents took their quest for a local
skate park to the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday
night. Board members said they
wanted to see how two new skate
parks being added in Linden and Clark
would work out before talking about
adding a fourth facility. Elizabeth also
has a skate park.

The Cranford township committee
earlier this month turned down a pro-
posal for a park due to fears of liabil-
ity and the lack of a suitable location
for the park, given opposition from
residents over the potential for noise
and traffic a state park might gener-
ate, according to localsource.com.

Monica Shimkus said she has gar-
nered 500 signatures for a petition in
support of a park for skateboarders.
“I’d like to make this a non-political
issue,” she said. She said kids, par-
ents and merchants have all signed
the petition.

“We are looking for a piece of land
that everyone can agree on,” she said.
Ms. Shimkus said a recent meeting
announced “by word of mouth” at-
tracted more than 80 youngsters,
mostly from Cranford and
Kenilworth. She said the Westfield
YMCA has offered help in fundraising
efforts for the project.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said the county has a skate
park in Elizabeth and that two more
will open soon at Wheeler Park in
Linden and Esposito Park in Clark.
“We are very much committed in
terms of skate parks.”

“There are many communities that
would like to have a skate park, but
[they say] ‘not in their backyard,’”
Mr. Estrada said.

Kristopher Beck, a teenager from
Cranford, said that “location [for the
skate park] is a huge point of this.” He
said those supporting the initiative
are seeking a “compromise” on the
project. He said he didn’t want to
skate too close to homes as he “[didn’t]
want to bother anyone.”

According to The Cranford
Chronicle, the Cranford Police Ath-
letic League (PAL) had considered
raising funds for the project three
years ago but opted not to pursue a
park on municipal property after pro-
posals for a skate park at Adams and
Orange Avenues were opposed by
area residents.

At last Thursday’s meeting, Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said while the
board does not have anything against
a skate park, the county wanted to
wait for the two new skate parks to
open before deciding on any addi-
tional facilities.

She said the county has a “long
record of providing funds” for sports
facilities and programs.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, chair-
woman of the board’s open space
committee, said the skate park to open
at Wheeler Park is similar to one
previously  located atDobson Park in
Linden.

“Let’s see if that (Wheeler and
Esposito Parks proposal) works out.
It might resolve the issue,” Ms. Ward
said.

In other business, Ms. Ward thanked
the board for moving ahead with a
$1.4 million grant from the state’s
Homeland Security and Preparedness
Program, which, she said, includes
$140,465 for a school safety pro-
gram. She said the county would use
the money to hire a consultant to
work with all of the school districts in
the county.

“It (school safety programs) will
affect every child in Union County,”
Ms. Ward said.

The board also approved, on a sec-
ond and final reading, a $33.4-mil-
lion bond ordinance to implement the
county’s capital budget. Among the
projects included are $500,000 for
the construction of a bike trail at
Lenape Park and boiler and electrical
system upgrades, as well as other
improvements at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains, totaling $1.6 million.

John Bury of Kenilworth ques-
tioned the board on a resolution to
spend $174,426 to provide benefits to
employees not covered under the
state’s Public Employees Retirement
System (PERS).

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said that there are 60 workers covered
by the Workforce Investment Plan who
are not eligible for PERS. Officials
said, although not identical, the de-
fined contribution plan being offered
by the county, similar to a 401(k),  is
compatible to what PERS offers.

Lance Comments
On State Toll Tax

Seventh District Congressional
Candidate Leonard Lance issued
the following statement concerning
Governor Jon Corzine’s plan to
boost tolls in New Jersey. The New
Jersey Turnpike Authority on Fri-
day approved the Corzine toll-tax
plan.

“Governor Corzine’s proposal for
sharp increases in tolls on the Turn-
pike, Parkway and Atlantic City Ex-
pressway is wrong. New Jersey’s
depressed economic and business
conditions cannot sustain the Turn-
pike Authority’s plan to impose such
a large new tax on residents and
visitors to the state. And I also have
repeatedly questioned the legality
of using $1.25 billion from the pro-
posed toll hikes to help finance the
Trans-Hudson rail tunnel to New
York. I will continue to work with
like-minded officials and citizens
against the Corzine toll-tax plan.”

“I am disappointed that my oppo-
nent for Congress, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, has not joined me in
vocal opposition to the Corzine plan.
This current economic crisis is hurt-
ing too many Central New Jersey
families. The last thing these work-
ing families need are more taxes.”

Campaign Release: Garwood Republicans
GOP Favors ‘Careful’ Redevelopment
It can be expected that over the next

several years, the view up and down
North and South Avenues will prob-
ably change dramatically. Recognized
as the original industrial center of
Union County, the manufacturing fa-
cilities in Garwood have been gradu-
ally moving out, a scenario that has
been taking place in much of the Gar-
den State. As New Jersey becomes
more service-oriented, Garwood will
be confronted with several redevelop-
ment situations, which are sure to cre-
ate community controversy.

Residents are becoming savvier
when it comes to what is going to be
built in their communities. This was
certainly evident when age-restricted
housing with underground parking was
being proposed for the St. Anne’s prop-
erty and when a convenience store/gas
station combo was being discussed for
North Avenue. Neither project moved
forward; in the case of the conve-
nience store/gas station, this was a
good thing because it would have cre-
ated some unique traffic concerns,
which the developer was not address-
ing thoughtfully.

To its credit the Garwood Planning
Board has been sensitive to the vision
that the residents have of their com-
munity so far, but as more projects
come before the board, things will
become increasingly challenging. The
borough’s Master Plan is currently
being reworked, with officials seek-
ing input from the community; it is
said that another opportunity for pub-
lic comments/suggestions will be of-
fered. Should that be the case, we
would urge that residents attend if
possible so that there will be a greater
understanding of why things happen
the way that they sometimes do.

What takes place in the communities
adjoining our own must also be fac-
tored into any decisions that the bor-
ough makes. Currently, Garwood has
age-restricted housing within our bor-
ders as does Westfield and Cranford.
Cranford Crossing still has available
retail space on the ground floor of that

project, and recently, a very large parcel
was purchased by a developer and an-
other is in the planning stages as well.

There is now a major vacancy at the
Garwood Mall on South Avenue
where Walgreen’s was for years, and
shortly, two other facilities near the
Pathmark store are expected to be
vacated. Just a bit down North Av-
enue is the huge Romerovski prop-
erty in Roselle Park, where munici-
pality and developer are embroiled in
a legal morass, which entails afford-
able housing — something that every
town will be dealing with thanks to
the new and convoluted state COAH
(Council on Affordable Housing) re-
quirements.

The term “smart development” has
been bandied about quite a bit, with
candidates calling for it when refer-
ring to “hot-button-issue building
projects” at election time. But what
does it really mean and who is to
determine what is “smart” and what
isn’t? We believe that there are many
elements to be considered when the
discussion turns to what should hap-
pen to the large parcels which are
sure to come up for development along
North and South Avenues.

These areas are the gateways to our
community and how those passing
through will be perceiving our town;
after all, we know what is said about
first impressions being important. The
retooled Master Plan should serve as a
guide but not be thought of as an air-
tight blueprint for our community be-
cause just like families, communities
are ever-growing and ever-changing
entities, which need nurturing to en-
sure they remain fiscally stable, pro-
ductive and cohesive.

The GOP candidates, Tim Hak and
Patricia Quattrocchi, will support a
carefully planned redevelopment of
the North and South Avenue corridors.
We cannot blindly support the prac-
tice of eminent domain and are eager
to exchange views with the residents
as we canvass the borough in the days
leading up to the General Election.

County Lab Receives
Nat’l Accreditation

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Forensic Labora-
tory has been accredited in the disci-
plines of Controlled Substances and
Biology through the American Soci-
ety of Crime Laboratory Directors/
Laboratory Accreditation Board
(ASCLD/LAB) for a period of five
years.

Union County is the first county
lab in the state to received DNA cer-
tification from ASCLD/LAB.

The lab will provide DNA analysis
and profiling and conduct DNA test-
ing for criminal cases.

Health Dept. to Hold
Rabies Clinic Oct. 27
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Health will be conducting a
free rabies clinic, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m., on Monday, October 27. The
clinic will be held at Westfield Fire
Station 2, located 1029 Central Av-
enue. No appointments are required.

The public can limit exposure to
rabies by making sure all their dogs
and cats are vaccinated against ra-
bies, that they do not leave family
pets outdoors overnight or feed ani-
mals outdoors and that they avoid
contact with all wild animals.

The healthy department said par-
ents should discuss with their chil-
dren not to bring home pets or at-
tempt to “help” a sick wild animal.

Anyone bitten by an animal should
consult his or her physician immedi-
ately or contact the health depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070 to report the
incident.

2 Hickory Road Summit, NJ 07901
— Serving the area for over 19 years —

www.classicconstructionservice.com

Renovations Additions Kitchens Bathrooms
Basements Decks Ceilings Tiling Stairs

EXCELLENT LOCAL REFERENCES

C A R P E N T RY PA I N T I N G
R O O F I N G M A S O N RY G R E E N B U I L D I N G

908-233-6161
No job is too large or too small!

Ian Woodcock, Master Builder

G92662
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inence (SUI) because they think it’s a natural 

ms when we can treat these conditions in 

Many women live with the pain, pressure and dropping sensation of pelvic organ prolapse 
or with the inconvenience of stress urinary incont
part of getting older. These conditions affect millions of women, causing discomfort and 
embarrassment. But why cope with these proble
one day–with less discomfort and faster recovery than with traditional procedures. To learn 
more, visit www.beatprolapse.com and www.beatsui.com or contact us at our office.

Labib E. Riachi, M.D.
240 Williamson Street, Suite 304
Elizabeth NJ 07202
908-282-2000 • www.RiachiSurgery.com

©2008 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

No secret ingredients.
Just really fresh ones.

We put great care into everything on our
menu. Every delicious sandwich is built
on our fresh-baked bread, using only
fresh, high-quality meats, cheeses and
vegetables. All our salads are hand-
tossed and made to order. Our Harvest
Orchard Salad is made with naturally

sweet D’Anjou pears harvested at peak
flavor, tossed-to-order with toasted
pecans, dried cherries from Michigan,
where they grow best, Gorgonzola
cheese and cherry balsamic vinaigrette.
Once you try it, it’s safe to say that our
secret will be officially out.

panera-nj.com

GETTING THE VOTE OUT...Genevieve Mooers of Westfield participates in
making phone calls to gauge the support for Senator John McCain and Governor
Sarah Palin, and also identify the most important issues to voters. On Wednesday
evenings, the McCain headquarters in Woodbridge hosts “Women calling Women”
events.

Dining Outfor

Proceeds to Benefit Homebound Citizens

October 21st, 2008
Dine out for those who can’t

For more information please call 
Mobile Meals at: 908-233-6146

By dining out in one of these participating 
restaurants on October 21, these restaurants 

will make a donation from that evening’s 
profits to Mobile Meals.

PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS:
Theresa’s • Isabella’s • Mohave Grill

Rockin’ Joe’s • Buona Pizza • 16 Prospect
Sweetwater’s • Ferraro’s

Campaign Release: Scotch Plains Republicans

Malool, DePaola Stress Bipartisanship
In January 2007, two new members

of the Scotch Plains Township Council
were sworn into office, and the council
has had bipartisan representation ever
since. During the last two years, the
atmosphere in local government has
been at times contentious, yet four of
the five members of the township coun-
cil have worked admirably in a biparti-
san manner on the important issues that
have arisen. Regardless of the outcome
of the 2008 mayoral and council elec-
tions, the  council will continue to have
two-party representation in 2009.

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, Re-
publican candidate for mayor, and Mary
DePaola, Republican candidate for
township council, commented on the
importance of setting political postur-
ing aside once campaigning is over and
working in a bipartisan matter for the
best interests of township residents.

 Deputy Mayor Malool stated, “While
most of the everyday actions taken by
the township council enjoyed unani-
mous bi-partisan support, over the last
20 months, some of the more important
issues confronting the council resulted
in political grandstanding by one mem-
ber. Fortunately, the remaining four
members of the council have worked in
a bipartisan manner on these important
issues with noteworthy results.”

Councilwoman Malool said, “With
the cooperation of the board of edu-
cation and the Fanwood Borough
Council, we enacted new parking
regulations on the residential streets
around our high school that appear to
be working nicely. It really is a model
of cooperation and compromise
among the three governmental bod-
ies, our police departments, our high
school students and our residents. We
also moved forward on a much-
needed artificial turf soccer field
project at Southside Park that, ulti-

mately, was completed on time and
on budget, and it is a pleasure to see
the youth of our community now en-
joying this new facility.

“We recently enacted the Special
Improvement District (SID) ordinance
that will empower our downtown busi-
nesses and land owners with the ability
to improve our central business district
and make our downtown something to
be proud of. In all three instances, a
bipartisan coalition of four council
members; Mayor Marks, council mem-
bers Coronato and Strauss and I put
politics aside to do what was in the best
interests of our community. ”

Mrs. DePaola added, “Perhaps
more importantly, we saw the biparti-
san efforts of the four above-refer-
enced council members in the adop-
tion of the 2007 and 2008 municipal
budgets. They worked closely with
the township’s professional staff and
crafted budgets that provide our resi-
dents with the services they expect
and deserve, while continuing to be
fiscally responsible. Unfortunately,
it was once again Councilman Glover
making some outlandish budget pro-
posals that were described by town-
ship professionals as imprudent.
When it comes to our municipal bud-
get and our property tax rate, it is
unfair to our residents to say ‘We can
do better,’ when you know that to do
so is reckless and would jeopardize
the township’s financial condition for
the foreseeable future. In this race for
Scotch Plains mayor, it is incredibly
important to elect someone who has
demonstrated an ability to put poli-
tics aside, avoid public grandstand-
ing and work in a bipartisan manner.

“Dep. Mayor Nancy Malool has been
a true leader, especially when it comes
to fostering a bipartisan approach to the
issues that concern this town the most.”

Pledging to End Fiscal Irresponsibility
The Republican Union County

freeholder candidates recently gave
an overview of New Jersey’s eco-
nomic mess and offered voters a
change.

“One of the roles of a freeholder is
to advocate for the citizens of Union
County. I will not hesitate to make
the voice of Union County heard on
matters of importance. For far too
long, the freeholders have been si-
lent while we spend and borrow our-
selves into a giant hole,” John
Russitano of Westfield said.

The candidates summarized some
of the events that have led to the
“fiscal mess we are in” and said the
current Corzine administration had
opportunities “to change its ways.”

“The borrowing binge started dur-
ing the Whitman administration. De-
spite the strong objections of Sena-
tor Leonard Lance, the administra-
tion borrowed against the workers’
pension fund. Through this crisis,
our freeholders were silent. During
the McGreevey administration,
spending and borrowing increased
at an unprecedented rate.

“The logic was: why pay for some-
thing today if someone else will pay
for it tomorrow? The borrowing was
expanded beyond capital improve-
ments and was now used to pay cur-
rent expenditures. This borrowing
was also done without voter approval,
which is a violation of the New Jer-
sey State Constitution,” according
to a joint press release by the Union
County GOP candidates.

“Being in violation of the Consti-
tution did not deter McGreevey or
the Democratic-controlled Legisla-
ture. Once again, Senator Lance op-
posed this borrowing and success-
fully sued the McGreevey adminis-
tration. The state Supreme Court

confirmed this borrowing was un-
constitutional, and it was stopped.
To make up for the lack of borrowing
ability, and not wanting to cut spend-
ing (or even spending increases for
that matter), (Governor) McGreevey
raised a host of taxes and fees. Two
of the larger hikes were in the in-
come tax and the realty transfer fee.

“Through this crisis, our freehold-
ers were silent. Governor Corzine
has used his Wall Street acumen to
find another way around New
Jersey’s constitution. He has had state
agencies issue debt. This debt does
not have to be voted on by the public.
The largest borrowing has been an-
other $4 billion for the Schools Con-
struction Corporation. After largely
wasting the initial $8 billion in fund-
ing, it was determined that another
$4 billion would do the trick. Spend-
ing has continued to increase at a
rate well in excess of the rate of
inflation.

“To pay for this spending, other
spending needed to be cut, so the
cuts were made in municipal aid.
Towns of less than 10,000 residents
were especially hard hit. He also
proposed a massive 800 percent toll
increase for the Parkway and Turn-
pike to help ease the debt burden.
The protests of the residents of New
Jersey stopped the 800 percent toll
increase. Through this crisis, our
freeholders have been silent.”

Candidate Councilman Mike
Yakubov of Roselle Park said, “The
time for freeholders to be silent on
state matters has long passed. We
must combat the runaway borrow-
ing and increased taxation that will
result. We support ballot question 1.
This question is known as the ‘Lance
Amendment’ and would prohibit any
and all state borrowing without voter
approval.”

Candidate Joe Franchino of Ber-
keley Heights added, “Only in New
Jersey would a 100 percent toll hike
as approved by Governor Corzine be
sold to the public as a bargain. The
Governor wants us to thank him for
only raising tolls 100 percent. I don’t
know about you, but my salary hasn’t
doubled this year.”

“As freeholders, all three Repub-
lican candidates have pledged to
make the tough choices that are in
the best interests of the taxpayers.
They have also pledged to speak up
against fiscal irresponsibility on the
state level,” according to the candi-
dates joint press release.

“We invite our incumbent oppo-
nents to join us in opposing runaway
state spending and borrowing, mas-
sive toll increases and hidden ‘slush
funds’ for the use of a few career
Democratic political insiders,” Mr.
Russitano said.

Campaign Release: Union County Republicans

SPBPA Hosts Networking
Night, Workplace-Safety Talk

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) and its member,
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, will
host a Networking Night on Wednes-
day, October 22, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m., in the upstairs meeting room at
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
building, 1916 Bartle Avenue.

October’s event will feature a pre-
sentation by Dan Sullivan, presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, who will discuss “Safety In
the Workplace.”

Drawing from his years of pro-
viding emergency medical services
to the citizens of Scotch Plains and
its neighboring towns, Mr. Sullivan
will teach business owners how to
provide a safe environment for both
their customers and employees. In
his years of service to the commu-
nity, Mr. Sullivan has entered nu-
merous stores, offices and work-
shops to treat injuries – many of
which, he said, could have been
prevented. He will offer tips on what
dangers to look for in the workplace
and how to reduce those risks.

“Many companies are not aware
of the steps they should take if a
customer or employee is injured,”
Mr. Sullivan said. “Frequently, em-
ployees don’t think to take down
the customer’s name at the time of
the incident. They call the rescue
squad to get the information hours
later. Once we treat a patient, that
information becomes confidential,
and we are not able to release it.
Properly recording the event in an
incident report can be crucial to a
company’s survival if a lawsuit en-
sues,” he said.

Each SPBPA member may bring
one complimentary guest. Non-
members are asked to pay a $10
per-person fee at the door. Proceeds
will benefit the SPBPA Scholarship
Fund. Food and beverages will be
served.

Those interested in attending or
needing more information on this
event should call SPBPA board
member, Jean Ann Honig at (908)
663-2183 or e-mail to rsvp-
spbpa@comcast.net with the name
of your company/organization and
contact information (names of at-
tendees and phone numbers).

Membership information on the
SPBPA can be found at
visitscotchplains.com.

SP Market Extends
Season into November
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Farmers' Marketplace sea-
son has been extended through Sat-
urday, November 15, from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the municipal parking lot
on Park Avenue. The market pro-
vides New Jersey farm orchard fruits
and root vegetables arriving weekly,
along with an array of baked goods,
including granola, muffins and
cookies. Also sold are handmade
snacks such as hard pretzels and
kettle corn.

“The weather has been excep-
tional, and the forecast looks simply
great,” said marketplace director Jef-
frey Stein. “Most vendors have
agreed to continue to participate at
the popular marketplace, weather
permitting.”
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Nothing Positive From
Campaign Literature
I am dismayed by the tone of Linda

Stender’s campaign for congress. Over
the past month, I have received an endless
barrage of campaign leaflets, all of which
are critical of her opponent, Leonard
Lance. They are nasty, negative and do
nothing to tell us why Ms. Stender should
be elected. I have yet to see anything
positive from her campaign.

It’s time we, the public, reject this form
of campaigning. If Linda Stender wants
to tell us why she’s more qualified to
represent us, I’m willing to listen. If all
she can do is smear her opponent, we
should send her packing.

Henry Altszuler
Westfield

Angry and Annoyed About Fine
For Not Parking Between Lines

How Does Woman Know Obama
Supporters Stole Her McCain Sign?

Burslems Greatly Appreciate Work
Westfield DPW Has Done on Trees

Mr. Glover and Ms. Mullen,
Please Reconsider and Debate

Since 1976, the Presidential candidates
have had at least one debate every Presi-
dential year. It didn’t matter if they were
going to win in a landslide such as Ronald
Reagan’s reelection or if it was a close
election such as in 2000 and 2004.

The urge to debate comes from one of
the founding principles of America – the
First Amendment’s Freedom of Speech.
Some of politics’ greatest moments have
come from debates, whether it be Reagan’s
“I am not going to exploit, for political
purposes, my opponent’s youth and inex-
perience;” or Bentsen’s “Senator, you are
no Jack Kennedy.” It is the utmost form of
political speech that speaks to America’s
ideals.

As such, I am deeply offended at Coun-

cilman Glover and Ms. Mullen’s refusal
to participate in the debate scheduled for
the end of October. Are they so afraid of
their own ideals that they won’t discuss
them in public? Councilman Glover has
implied on numerous occasions that the
people of Scotch Plains agree with his
positions on the issues. Wouldn’t it make
sense, then, to reaffirm where he and Ms.
Mullen stand on the issues to remind the
people of Scotch Plains why to vote for
them?

Please, reconsider your decision for the
good of Scotch Plains and allow for the
free and passionate discourse that repre-
sents what America is.

Sean Gaynor
Scotch Plains

I would like the opportunity to respond
to the letter by my fellow Westfielder
Maria Carluccio in last week’s Westfield
Leader. To recap, she was the unfortunate
victim of yard-sign theft, a petty crime
that inevitably takes place to varying ex-
tents each November.

Theft of personal property, especially
in an ostensibly safe town such as
Westfield, is troubling and disturbing.
What is additionally disturbing is Ms.
Carluccio’s reaction to her and her
husband’s losses. Without a shred of evi-
dence or proof, she blames the theft of her
yard sign on “[Obama] supporters” and
“members of the party that always cries
‘free speech.’”

How can Ms. Carluccio be so certain
that an Obama supporter stole her yard
sign? Perhaps it was a fellow McCain
supporter wanting yard signs for him or
herself. Perhaps it was a supporter of a
third-party candidate. Perhaps Vladimir
Putin reared his head over New Jersey
and absconded back to Moscow with your
yard sign.

Perhaps the wind caused it to blow

away. Either way, your baseless accusa-
tions reflect poorly on all parties involved.

Matt Brosseau
Westfield

I am writing to let you know of yet
another parking injustice that I experi-
enced while on a recent shopping trip to a
local retailer. We all know how difficult
it is to find a parking spot in downtown
Westfield, so you can imagine how glad
I was to find a spot on Quimby Street
recently.

I parked my car, put 25 cents in the
meter with nine minutes left and walked
to East Broad Street. I returned 33 min-
utes later and put another 25 cents into the
meter, relieved that I did not go over the
time limit. I came back 10 minutes later
only to find a summons on my wind-
shield.

The summons was barely legible, but I
managed to read that I was parked in an
“unmarked” spot. You can imagine my
shock since I had no idea what that meant.
I immediately called the parking bureau,
and the woman who answered the phone
called the officer who said I was probably
parked on a line.

Apparently there is an ordinance and a
fine for not parking between lines. This is
difficult to do when there is a car parked
on either side of you and you want to
safely have your car situated in the park-
ing place. I am now faced with either
having to pay the fine or plead not guilty,
take a day off work and lose up to six
hours in court pleading my case to the
prosecutor.

I have been a Westfield resident for 30
years, yet the Town of Westfield is mak-
ing it extremely hard to support the local
businesses. This experience has left me
angry and annoyed, and will make me
think twice before coming back to down-
town Westfield.

It is sad that the parking officers need
to find a way to issue summonses to
citizens who try to obey the meter rules
while supporting the local stores.

Sheraine Arbitsman
Westfield

Dear Mayor Skibitsky and Westfield
Town Council: These few words are to
express our continued gratitude to all at
the Department of Public Works. The
endless tree work that has been done
throughout town, especially with the re-
cent storms we’ve had, has been terrific.

Given the amount of seemly endless
aging trees and the problems that go with
them, we have been so impressed with the

attention to these noble giants. Claude
Shaffer, Scott Erlicher, Jim Van Blarcom
and their crews have been quick with
everything from their return phone calls
to their response time when there have
been concerns throughout town.

We are most grateful.

Bob and Debby Burslem
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Botryoid – Resembling a grape clus-

ter in form
2. Olf – The bullfinch
3. Eroteme – The question mark
4. Gallimaufry – Hash made of meat

scraps; jumbled

ESCULIC
1. Excessively fond of one’s wife to the

point of submission
2. Mundane; worldly
3. Pertaining to the horse chestnut
4. Elliptical in shape

FURUNCULOSIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. The state of being afflicted with

boils
4. A nervous disorder causing a state of

uncontrollable quivering
CARKING

1. A small piece of artillery
2. Distressing; perplexing
3. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Coughing up or spitting

CARCAJOU
1. Idle babble or chat
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. The wolverine or badger
4. A light, four-wheeled carriage, drawn

by either one or two horses

All that Open Space ‘Slush’ Fund
Preserves Is Freeholder’s Seats

I welcome Freeholder Daniel Sullivan’s
suggestion (Westfield Leader, October 9
letter to the editor) about researching the
county’s Open Space Trust Fund. I did,
and here’s what I found.

In November 2000, Union County vot-
ers decided to pump 1.5 cents per $100
of assessed value for 20 years into an
Open Space, Restoration and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund to purportedly
keep us green. That was just a MacGuffin.
They could have made up any pleasant-
sounding name, maybe the Cuddly-
Bunny Preservation Fund, to sell the
public and justify the additional mon-
etary activity from which politicians
could extract their vig. Who could be
against open space?

But the space that this fund is now
preserving is freeholder seats. For ex-
ample, the 2007 transfers included $1.2
million in payouts for the “Kids Recre-
ation Trust Fund” which was allocated
among the 21 municipalities in Union
County at a freeholder meeting last Octo-
ber. Freeholder Sullivan, one month be-
fore his re-election, handed out over-
sized checks ranging from $15,446 to

Hillside up to $100,000 to the Demo-
cratic strongholds of Elizabeth, Plainfield
and Linden.

There was ritual, ceremony, picture
taking, and a good time had by all —
except possibly taxpayers, who were just
plain had. Like at the Miss America pag-
eant, everyone got one question. In this
case, it was about what they would do
with the money. Clark would redo gym
floors. Berkeley Heights would get swing
sets. In Plainfield, it’ll be scholarships;
apparently they were green enough.

What this fund has devolved into is a
wish list that freeholders get to grant to
compliant municipalities which get to do
borderline projects because they can tell
their taxpayers that it’s ‘free’ since it is
paid for by a county grant.

So, if redoing gym floors in Clark is so
vital, then why don’t Clark taxpayers pay
for all of it? This fund is a perfect example
of political expediency trumping effec-
tive budgeting as taxpayers get their pock-
ets picked again.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Kline Says: ‘What Really Counts’ is
16-Percent Increase on Your Tax Bill

Denial of Free Speech Should Be
Condemnned, But Don’t Generalize

Garwood GOP Chides
Stender’s Mailings

With numerous campaign pieces ex-
tolling the virtues of not voting for and
blatantly lying about Sen. Leonard
Lance’s record arriving in our family’s
mailbox daily, we yearn to be cut from
“Linda Stender the Spender’s” mailing
list.

We realize that the only way to do that
is to give up our right to vote, and we will
not do that for anyone, ever. So, with no
other recourse, we have decided to stop
using these nasty campaign pieces as bird-
cage liners — but rather to relegate them
to the place that they truly belong — the
bottom of the trashcan. Our birds are so
relieved.

Pat and John Quattrocchi

Editor’s note: Mr. Quattrocchi is the
chair of the Garwood GOP Committee,
and Mrs. Quattrocchi is a candidate for
Garwood Council.

Brightwood Park Gets
Boy Scout Cleanup

On Saturday, October 4, I organized a
trash pickup in Westfield’s Brightwood
Park to help clean up that very nice natu-
ral park. This was the first part of my
Eagle Scout Service Project, the second
part of which is the establishment of a
picnic area. I am happy to say that our
cleanup was very successful.

More than 80 people joined in the ef-
fort. Over the course of five hours, the
volunteers filled hundreds of garbage bags
and put in 150 man-hours of work. After-
wards, the park was noticeably cleaner,
and a dumpster full of trash was removed
from the area.

I would like to thank all the volunteers
who came to help clean up the park for
their efforts. I would like to give a special
thanks to the D’Amato family who, on
top of their help during the cleanup, do-
nated much-needed trash bags towards
the effort. I would also like to thank
William Hutchinson Company for its
donation of water bottles and work gloves
for volunteers who didn’t have their own.

Once again, I’d like to say that it was a
very successful cleanup and that I couldn’t
possibly have done it alone. Thank you
everybody, and I hope to see you during
the next phase of my project.

Nicholas Roth
Life Scout, Troop 77, Westfield

I write to you in response to a letter that
was published in last week’s Westfield
Leader, in which a Westfield resident
expressed her anger towards the theft of a
presidential sign from her property.

I support the condemnation of such an
act. As an American citizen, I am fortu-
nate to live in a country where the free-
dom of speech is a right bestowed to all
people, regardless of belief. The fact that
we can discuss differences of opinion in a
civil manner is a blessing that should not
be overlooked. When our voice is stifled
without provocation, it should be con-
demned, regardless of where you stand
on the issues.

However, I must also stand against this
resident’s unfortunate generalization. Her
statements insinuate that all Democrats
cry for free speech unless that speech
disagrees with their beliefs.

Furthermore, she generalized that “his
supporters” (referring to Barack Obama)
found it necessary to violate her right to
free speech. This blatant generalization is

an irresponsible display of anger, which
should be directed at one idiotic indi-
vidual rather than an entire group of
people.

I am a supporter of Barack Obama for
president. A few months ago I, too, had
my lawn sign stolen from my property.
When this act occurred, I did not blame all
supporters of John McCain for the act. I
have many friends who support the
McCain/Palin ticket, and I respect their
difference of opinion. This was a crime
committed by one individual, not an en-
tire group of people.

Let this be an example of the divisive-
ness that must be countered with respect
and understanding. The stifling of free
speech is not partisan act; it is an unfortu-
nate crime committed by individuals on
both sides.

If you are wronged, point the finger at
who wronged you, not an entire group of
people. That is the first step towards the
change that this country needs.

Shawn McCabe
Westfield

I am writing in response to the letter by
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr appear-
ing in the October 9 edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, obviously in re-
ply to my letter the previous week.

First, any claims or assertions con-
tained in that letter were my own. The
letter was not written on behalf of a Re-
publican organization or any Republican
candidates. Indeed, no candidates were
named or supported in my letter.

Secondly, I did not call the budget per
se irrelevant, but the “introduced” bud-
get. As anyone can imagine, the “intro-
duced” budget undergoes several weeks
of intense scrutiny and revision. To make
any comparisons to the introduced bud-
get is absurd. What Fanwoodians care
about is the bottom line; i.e., the final
budget.

To assert that the final budget was
$600,000 lower than the introduced bud-
get is nice— but meaningless. What re-

ally counts is when the average resident
gets a kick in the backside in the form of
a 16 percent municipal tax increase.
Swiftboating? No, simply look at your
tax bill.

To focus on a meaningless $600,000
reduction when we have to pay out an-
other $282 in property taxes (plus another
$65 for bulk pickup for the first time in
Fanwood’s history) is to deliberately con-
ceal and mischaracterize the budget.

Finally, I need not have attended any
budget sessions to be qualified to com-
ment on the unprecedented magnitude of
this year’s tax increase. Must I attend
Congressional hearings to comment on
national issues? No, of course not. I’ve
lived in this town for 19 years and served
on the council for nine of those years. I’m
as qualified as anyone to comment on the
budget and tax situation.

Stuart Kline
Fanwood

SP Mayoral Candidate Says Malool ‘Sat On Sidelines
For Two Years, Unwilling to Change Ineffective Policies’

Let’s get the facts straight. For two
years, I have publicly debated my oppo-
nent on the real issues facing our town-
ship, on the need to stabilize our local
municipal taxes and correct the misman-
agement in our municipal government.
For two years, she has sat silently on the
sidelines, unwilling to change ineffective
polices which have resulted in placing a
higher municipal tax burden on all of us.
During her term on the council, she has
voted to raise our taxes by 40 percent. She
voted for the largest tax increase, 18 points,
in township history and has promised a
double-digit increase in 2009.

She has voted to increase our debt
burden by promoting pet projects, includ-
ing the $500,000 mini golf course that has
failed miserably to meet the $100,000
annual revenue projected income that was
used to justify its construction. She ig-
nored the need to provide professional
oversight of the $4 million township hall
renovation, resulting in it being com-
pleted a year behind schedule and over

budget.
Although she was in a position to act on

and promote a program to insure proper
maintenance of township properties, she
failed to do so. Having a proper mainte-
nance program would have avoided our
being cited by a state agency of the need
to correct serious deficiencies that could
have resulted in injury to our employees
or residents.

While we are witnessing significant
retail store closings and going out of
business signs on “Main Street” and in the
malls, she drew a line in the sand with our
local business community. In this diffi-
cult retail and real estate economic envi-
ronment, she ignored their pleas not to
add a further financial burden on them at
this time. She instead imposed higher
taxes on them with her sponsorship and
support of the SID, claiming that the
money collected will be used to revitalize
their businesses, a lofty claim from some-
one who never ran a retail business.

She has ignored the calls of residents to

improve the former Terry Lou Zoo prop-
erty that was purchased by the town 10
years ago for $1,000,000 and sits mostly
overgrown by weeds and high grass. She
did not question why the bathrooms at
Brookside Park were inoperable for years,
finally getting repaired when I promoted
a Volunteer Appreciation Day to be held
at the park. Now she wants to tear down
the historic Shady Rest building at Scotch
Hills and replace it with a $4-million
community center by borrowing more
money.

My opponent claims she wants trans-
parency in government but allowed our
township’s website to go dormant for
years until I pushed for it to be revitalized.
As liaison to TV34, she watched as our
community channel TV34 failed to pro-
vide timely and regularly scheduled pro-
gramming of township events and at the
very least a bulletin/announcement board.

She calls for open government but did
not support my request to put our entire
working budget online, as other commu-
nities have done, for all our residents to
review.

It’s time to bring common sense back
to our municipal government. These are
clearly difficult economic times, and we
all now feel the results of tax-and-spend
practices coupled with a lack of over-
sight. I believe we will get through this
economic crisis, but undoing the failures
of my opponent and her cohort’s years of
a lack of leadership and competence will
take time. But we need to begin now; we
can make our township even better.

I have worked for almost two years
putting the residents needs first. My op-
ponent had two years to put aside her
partisan positions and work with me to
ease our taxpayers’ burdens. Let me again
suggest to her that she can better serve the
citizens by thoughtful and caring action
rather than with her election rhetoric.

It is unfortunate that Ms. Malool has
not kept her promise to run a civil cam-
paign and has resorted to the same tactics
that led to her past public apology.

Councilman Kevin Glover (D)
Scotch Plains Candidate for Mayor

Political Chuckle
“If there had been any formidable body

of cannibals in the country he would have
promised them with free missionaries,
fattened at the taxpayer’s expense.”

– H.L.Mencken, on Harry Truman’s
1948 presidential campaign.

D.C. Agreed on Our $700 Billion;
Can Trenton Act by Halloween?

The New Jersey Republicans announced on Tuesday a
proposal to trim the state sales tax during the five weeks
from Thanksgiving through January 4, 2009. Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. told this newspaper on Tuesday: “New
Jersey needs the tax holiday this season to help consumers
and small businesses.” Assemblyman Jon Bramnick said,
“I love it,” when asked about the proposal.

In thinking about it, we believe it is a good idea.
Looking around our downtowns – Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford and others of the county — we see
things are slow. Most businesses and people are wonder-
ing what to do. This proposed program gives direction and
promotes confidence.

We wondered about the potential for lost revenue in the
state sales tax coffers. Senator Kean pointed out that
revenue projections in the current state budget are based

on last year’s figures and that things are close to a
standstill now – so getting things restarted now can only
help. This program is a short-term way to get things
started again until long-term fixes in the business climate
can be made by the state.

We hope Governor Jon Corzine considers this bill and
doesn’t dump the idea for partisan reasons. To achieve
this, a bill would need to pass the Assembly, the Senate
and then be signed into law by the Governor. It would take
too long, you say? If Washington, D.C., can spend $700
billion of taxpayer money in a weekend, can’t Trenton get
something done before Halloween?

Along with this, wouldn’t it be interesting if towns in
the area joined in on the holiday spirit and waived all
parking fees and parking tickets during this five-week
period?

Untruths, Paper and
Police Partisan Politics

Leads to No Debate
In my recent letter to the editor, I urged

Ms. Malool to stand by her vow to run a
positive campaign, noting “It is not enough
for her to stay out of dishing the dirt, she
and her running mate, Mary DePaola,
must put a stop to it.”

Over the last few weeks I have seen a
marked increase in negativity, namely: 1)
what appears to be partisan tactics by
some members of our police department,
who in my opinion have no business
inserting themselves into the political
arena while in uniform; 2) untruthful state-
ments by Ms. Malool and Ms. DePaola in
press releases; and 3) what appears to be
partisan tactics by this newspaper. Most
despicable is the exploitation by my op-
ponents or by those who support them, of
our high school children.

Let me explain. On October 2, a Demo-
cratic supporter observed her “Glover/
Mullen” signs being removed from her
lawn by a uniformed member of the Scotch
Plains Police Department. No attempt
was made to contact her before doing so.
Another called to say her Glover/Mullen,
Linda Stender and Obama sign (a sign
which she paid for) were gone. Similar
complaints were made by other Demo-
crats. All of the signs had been on these
lawns for over one month. I do not think

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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To w n B a n k . c o m

44 Elm St.
Westfield, NJ 07090  

908.518.9333

520 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800

328 South Ave.
Fanwood, NJ 07023

908.564.0030

104 Walnut Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.931.0050

N.P.D. Batman

See you in Fanwood
on October 25th!!!

Saturday 11:00-3:00, 
328 South Avenue!!!

Come to the Town Bank Grand Opening.
There will be a very special guest for the kids

and special rates for the grown-ups.

Pony Rides, Petting Zoo, 
Pumpkin Decorating,
Face Painting & Balloon Art,

Live Dixieland Jazz Trio Band, 
Hotdogs, Popcorn, Pretzels, Ice Cream!!!

Enter to Win 
a Caribbean 

Vacation!!! ***

APR**

Home Equity Line of Credit3.99%

Home Equity Line of Credit3.99%
APR**

Presti
ge Savings

 Account

4.00
%Presti

ge Savings
 Account

4.00
%

APY
*

APY
*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for new Prestige Savings Accounts opened as of 9/30/08.  A minimum daily balance of $50,000 must be maintained in the Prestige Savings Account and the accountholder must also have a Town Bank personal checking account in order
to receive the APY.  If the balance falls below $50,000.00 the standard tiers and variable rates for this account will apply.  No interest is paid on balances less than $1,000.00.  As of 9/30/08, the APY for balances of $1,000.00 to $9,999.99 is 1.00%, for account balances
of $10,000 to $49,999.99 is 2.00%, and for account balances of $50,000.00 or greater is 4.00%.  Tiers, rates and APY’s are subject to change without notice.  $5.00 monthly fee on balances below $100.00.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Variable rate account, interest
compounded daily and paid monthly.  **3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a promotional rate and will expire six months after the loan closing.  The loan must close by 12/31/08.  The APR for this product is variable.  The promotional APR requires an automatic
payment from a Town Bank checking account or the rate is Prime plus 1.00%.  Prime is equal to the Wall Street Journal Prime which, as of 9/30/08, is 5.00%.  After the promotional period, the APR will be Prime minus 1.00% for the life of the credit line 
with a rate floor of 4.50%.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  Offer of credit is subject to credit approval.  Maximum line amount is $350,000.  If you cancel your line of credit within 24 months of
the loan closing, you will be required to pay a cancellation fee of $800.  Property must be an owner occupied 1 to 4 family residence (including townhouses or condominiums) located in New Jersey.  Property
insurance is required.  Collateral located in special flood hazard areas requires flood insurance.  ***Must visit Fanwood Office for entry form and rules.  Drawing Oct 25, 2008.  

Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?

Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:

• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.

• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.

With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Letters to the Editor Slurs Against U.S. Military are
Beneath Office of Fanwood Mayor

Before I address the content of Mayor
[Colleen] Mahr’s letter, which appeared
last week in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, let me take a moment to express
my disgust at the extreme inappropriate-
ness of her using the name of U.S. ser-
vicemen synonymously with the act of
lying. I for one don’t think those who
fought valiantly to protect our country in
a time of war are liars.

Our military service people are cred-
ible and honest patriots. Her comments
are a blood libel against those who paid in
blood for our freedoms. Many Fanwood
residents served in the U.S. military and,
frankly, deserve more respect. Whatever
her personal prejudices, as mayor of all of
Fanwood, she should refrain from addi-
tional slurs against the U.S. armed forces.

I mean no disrespect to Mayor Mahr,
but it is impossible to address her remarks
without pointing out their illusionary and
contradictory nature. As with her opinion
on the honesty of our war veterans, the
mayor seems to believe things that just
are not so. Let me start with her justifica-
tion for cutting our police force. When
writing of alternatives, she stated, “There
has been a deafening silence from the
Republican candidates.” In the very next
sentence, she refers to my comments
where I explained the counterproductive
nature of eliminating the officer. Well, do
we believe what the mayor says in sen-
tence number nine (deafening silence) or
do we believe what she says in sentence
10 where she summarized my comments
as “the wrong thing to do”? I guess she
takes exception to something she alleges
I never said? This would be comical were
she not planting the seeds for even bigger
tax increases next year.

These are not the only instances of
Colleen Mahr statements that are just
plain contrary to the facts. She rejects all
criticism of the deceptive manner in which
she conducted the budget process by stat-
ing “those individuals making the claim
did not attend any of the 20 public hear-
ings on the budget including the well-
publicized meeting at Forest Road Park in
July.” But excuse me, we were all there!
Hmm, four people, she didn’t see or hear
any of us. Maybe that’s why fair-minded
Democrats and Republicans are disturbed
with her lack of candor. Not only was I
there, I went to the podium and spoke, in
the spirit of bipartisanship and thanked
Mayor Mahr for her efforts, and proposed
we work together to keep Fanwood a nice

place to live.
Since Ms. Mahr’s memory seems a bit

faulty (see I’m giving her the benefit of
the doubt), let me remind her, she also
promised at that very meeting to create a
Citizens Budget Committee. A commit-
tee that she never created! Is it really fair
to not create the promised committee and
then say we didn’t offer any solutions?
This is not a “he said, she said” finger-
pointing issue. Channel 35 was there. It’s
all on tape. A tape that played on channel
35 numerous times. I’m sure the mayor
can get a copy if she likes.

Perhaps she could debate the tape and
ask the audience, “Who are you going to
believe, your own eyes or me?” Unfortu-
nately the Democratic Council members
do seem to believe the mayor over their
own eyes. That’s why we need change.
Fanwood needs an independent voice to
stop risky real estate and debt schemes
before they blow up in our town’s face.

Perhaps this is all a big misunderstand-
ing. In that spirit, I invite the mayor to tell
us in which of 20 budget meetings did she
tell the town our municipal taxes were
going up 16 percent? Not the Forest Road
Park meeting — I know, I was there.
Remember? For your part Mayor Mahr,
perhaps you could see why claiming a
$600,000 “savings” while municipal taxes
are increasing by 16 percent, outstripping
both school and county tax increases
would incense many of your townspeople.
This is just plain being less than candid.

Why spend most of the Forest Road
meeting showing pie charts that separate
the school and county taxes from the
municipal portion you control, only to
merge the figures together in the
Fanwoodian and elsewhere giving a
misimpression of the town’s financial
condition.

I’ve taken the time to detail these issues
because, much to our town’s detriment,
the mayor and Democrat-dominated town
council just seem to believe things that
aren’t so. Councilwoman [Joan] Wheeler
was recently reassuring readers of this
paper that a restaurant was opening up
downtown. Unfortunately not true. Wish
it were so, but hope is not a development
strategy.

Interested voters can go to this paper’s
website and watch the videos. Hey Joan,
I’ve got lunch. Just as soon as your imagi-
nary restaurant opens, let me know.

Robert Manduca (R)
Candidate for Fanwood Council

GOP’s ‘Voter Integrity’ Program
AREA — The Union County Republi-

can Committee (UCRC) has announced
the continuation of its “Voter Integrity
Program” (VIP) for the year 2008.

“The program was initiated in 2004
following complaints of voter intimida-
tion, fraud and miscounting of ballots
around the country,” UCRC Chairman
Phil Morin said.

“The program’s goal is to ensure the
integrity of the electoral process and as-
sure the ‘one man, one vote’ principals
upon which this country was founded,”
commented Councilman James Foerst of
Westfield, the 2008 chairman of the pro-
gram. “I was taught that every citizen of
this country has the right to vote and my
goal is to ensure that all votes are properly
counted and equally weighted. We want
to ensure that the days of stuffing ballot
boxes and rigging voting machines are
behind us.”

According to a county GOP press re-
lease, the program consists of three com-
ponents, maintaining a presence at elec-
tion headquarters in Elizabeth and assist-
ing those in court who are denied legiti-
mate access to the polls; staging lawyers
around the county at strategic locations to
respond to reports of voter fraud, illegal
electioneering or improper denial or ac-
cess to the polls; and having attorneys
visiting targeted locations where prior
issues have arisen and randomly auditing
various polling places around the county
to ensure the law is being followed.

The UCRC is looking for additional
volunteers to participate in this year’s
program. Attorneys admitted to practice
law in New Jersey may contact Mr. Foerst
to submit an application at
jamesfoerst@gmail.com, fax a written
request to (908) 322-4887 or call (908)
322-4886.

Rinaldo, in 1992, Outlined Actions
Needed to Stimulate the Economy

In my view, strong and immediate ac-
tion is needed to move the nation out of
the economic doldrums.

To boost the nation toward economic
recovery, the federal government must
act – but it must act wisely.

Recently, I outlined my own five-point
economic recovery plan for President
George Bush and Congressional leaders
that I believe includes a number of impor-
tant steps to help stimulate a recovery in
1992.

In urgent letters to the White House
and to key Congressional leaders, I have
called for an all-out assault on our nation’s
economic problems as decisive and over-
whelming as that in Operation Desert
Storm.

If there was any doubt about the gravity
of the situation, we have only to look at
the recent action of the Federal Reserve
Board.

Led by Chairman Alan Greenspan, the
Federal Reserve Board has dropped the
discount rate a full percentage point so it
stands at its lowest point in over a genera-
tion.

Certainly, that is welcome news, and it
will help the economy. But we cannot
afford to do this job by fits and starts. It
takes strong action, comprehensive pro-
posals, and a committed, bipartisan plan
in Washington to get America back to
work.

As a senior Republican on the Finance
Subcommittee in the House of Represen-
tatives, I have heard first-hand about the
problems of the economy and the hard
times that are facing businesses and indi-
viduals alike.

Since Congress adjourned in Novem-
ber, I have been in the 7th District fre-
quently, and I have made it a point to meet
with a broad range of businessmen, union
leaders, small business owners and oth-
ers. I am astounded by the pessimism that
is running rampant.

This recession is unlike any other I’ve
seen before, because people are genuinely
pessimistic. They read about the layoffs of
blue-chip companies; they see their neigh-
bors, who are in middle- and upper-man-
agement positions, being laid off and un-
able to find work and they are concerned
for themselves and their families.

The 7.2 percent unemployment rate in
New Jersey underscores the recovery
stalled.

But as any doctor will tell you, a patient’s
will has a lot to do with his recovery. And
right now, America doesn’t seem to have
the economic will to spring back.

That’s why I have prepared my own
five-point economic recovery plan to help
stimulate the economy and also rectify
some of the mistakes in tax policy that
stem from the 1986 tax act. I have been a
frequent critic of provisions in that legis-
lation that removed economic incentives
from the tax code and have prolonged the
recession.

The economic recovery plan I outlined
to President Bush and Congressional lead-
ers includes the following:

President Bush and Secretary Nicholas
Brady of the Department of the Treasury
should take action with representatives of
the commercial banking industry to loosen
up credit. Over-reaction on the part of the
industry to the savings and loan crisis has
dried up credit across the nation, which
has put a stranglehold on business and job
creation.

In the wake of the recent General Mo-
tors announcement of job cutbacks, Con-
gress should temporarily restore the in-
terest deduction on automobile loans, and
I will introduce legislation to accomplish
this when Congress reconvenes in Janu-
ary. To help stimulate domestic produc-
tion, consumers should be allowed to
deduct the interest on new automobile
loans made to purchase domestically-
manufactured automobiles.

Congress should examine the need for
further job-creation measures. With this
goal in mind, I am proposing a special
program of public works projects in con-
junction with state and local governments
to be funded by federally-guaranteed rev-
enue bonds. Massive new public works
construction – a rebuilding of the nation’s
deteriorating infrastructure – could be
financed with bonds to be paid for with
the rents, fees and tolls charged to the
users of the facilities. The financing
method – similar to that used for con-
struction of toll roads – could be used to
fund major new projects nationwide, from
bridges to new water and sewer lines.
Such government financing would re-
quire no new taxes.

In order to assure a program of sus-
tained economic revitalization, I am push-
ing legislation to restore economic growth
incentives that include tax breaks for in-
vestment and job creation. As a sponsor
of legislation to reinstate tax credits for
research and development, I believe Con-
gress must further revise tax laws to re-
duce the tax rate on capital gains and
allow faster write-offs of capital invest-
ment for business. In addition, first-time
homebuyers should be allowed to use
money from their individual retirement
accounts without penalty, and the 10 per-
cent federal tax on luxury merchandise
should be repealed.

Congress should immediately pass leg-
islation to revitalize the real estate indus-
try by restoring at least some of the pas-
sive loss provisions that were repealed in
1986. This action would help stimulate
the real estate market, which has tradi-
tionally been a key force in leading the
nation out of recession.

Rep. Matt Rinaldo
January 2, 1992

The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: Mr. Rinaldo died Mon-
day, October 13, 2008

Subscribe Now at

goleader.com
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John and Barbara Donnelly

John and Barbara Donnelly
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
On Sunday, July 20, 2008, Mr. and

Mrs. John L. Donnelly participated in
a Liturgy of Thanksgiving celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary.

The Reverend Edward F. Salmon,
S.J. presided at the Mass at St.
Catharine Roman Catholic Church
in Spring Lake. A party followed at
The Breakers Hotel, also in Spring
Lake. Jimmy Byrne provided enter-
tainment, and family and friends re-
called memories of the couple’s 50
years together.

Mr. Donnelly and the former Miss
Barbara Butler were married on July
12, 1958 at St. Mary’s Our Lady Star
of the Sea Church in Bayonne.

Mr. Donnelly is a 1954 graduate of
St. Peter’s Prep and a 1958 graduate
of St. Peter’s College, both in Jersey
City. Upon graduation, he accepted a
regular commission in the United
States Marine Corps.

Mrs. Donnelly, a 1954 graduate of
Holy Family Academy in Bayonne
and 1958 graduate of New Jersey
City University in Jersey City, ac-
companied her husband first to

Quantico, Va. and then to Camp
Pendleton, Calif. She taught school
in both Virginia and California.

Upon Mr. Donnelly’s retirement
from the Marine Corps in 1963, the
couple settled in Westfield, where
they resided for 37 years. In 2000
they moved to Wall Township, where
they live today.

Mr. Donnelly had a successful ca-
reer in mortgage banking, retiring
from PNC Bank in 1996. Mrs.
Donnelly was a teacher of English in
the Westfield Public School system,
retiring in 1997 after 17 years.

The couple has four children and
10 grandchildren, including Mary
Ann and Iain Little and their children,
Thomas, Kate and Rosie, of Zurich,
Switzerland; Elizabeth and Kevin
Clancy and their children, Connor
and Caroline, of Holliston, Mass.;
John and Paula Stinson Donnelly and
their children, Katie, Matthew and
Sean, of Ramsey, N.J., and Thomas
and Laura McCord Donnelly and their
children, James and Emma, of
Hingham, Mass.

Westfield Y’s Men’s Parade,
Costume Contest Set Oct. 26
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y’s

Men’s Club will host its 47th annual
Halloween Parade and Costume Con-
test on Sunday, October 26.

Children and parents wishing to
take part in this year’s festivities are
asked to assemble at the Elm Street
Field in Westfield at 11:30 a.m. Judg-
ing of costumes will take place and
free treat bags will be given to par-
ticipating children between 11:30
a.m. and noon.

The parade will begin at noon from
Elm Street Field and travel up Elm
Street to East Broad Street and into
Mindowaskin Park. Leading the pa-
rade will be the Westfield Fire
Department’s Super Truck and the
Westfield High School Marching
Band.

Awards will be given following the
parade at the gazebo in Mindowaskin
Park. Trophies will be awarded for
first, second and third places for each
age group. For groups of five or more,
cash prizes will be awarded for first
($35), second ($25) and third ($15).
Children of all ages up through fifth
grade may participate.

The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club is a
non-profit organization best known

for its Christmas Tree Sale at the Elm
Street Field between Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Funds raised by the
sale enable the Y’s Men’s Club to
make substantial contributions to vari-
ous community organizations.

The club is always seeking new
members to join its ranks. All the
club expects from members is a little
time, determination and a willing-
ness to participate in its events. For
more information, visit the recruit-
ing page of the Y’s Men’s Club
website: westfieldnj.com/ysmen/
recruiting.htm.

Chelsea Invites Public
For Pumpkin Painting
FANWOOD – Chelsea Assisted

Living, located at 295 South Avenue
in Fanwood, will host a pumpkin
painting event and free refreshments
on Thursday, October 30, from 4 to
5:30 p.m.

Participants of all ages are invited
to come in costume to this annual
event. All pumpkins, paints and other
supplies will be provided. Those in-
terested are asked to respond by Mon-
day, October 27, to (908) 654-5200.

Library Events to Feature
DTV and Cranford Author

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced two
programs that will take place this
month at the library, located at 550
East Broad Street.

On Monday, October 20, the Ameri-
can Library Association and Radio
Shack will present a program at 7
p.m. on what people may need to do
before the transition to DTV occurs
on February 17, 2009. By law, full-
power televisions nationwide must
switch from the old method of trans-
mitting television signals, known as
analog, to digital television (DTV).

Viewers who currently use an ana-
log television set that is not connected
to a pay television service, like cable
or satellite, will need to take action
before the date of transition.

Attendees will learn why the DTV
transition is occurring, what benefits
digital television offers, what view-
ers need to do in order to continue
receiving over-the-air television
broadcasts after the conversion oc-
curs and how to apply for up to two,
$40 government coupons per house-
hold to help reduce the costs of ob-
taining a digital converter box.

Registration is required, but the
program is free and open to the pub-
lic. Those interested are asked to visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4122.

On Wednesday, October 22,

Cranford author Naomi Desiderio will
give a talk at 7 p.m. on the writing and
publication of her first book, “Hell at
Sea.” Set in 1942, it tells the story of
an 18-year-old American girl taken
aboard a German U-boat off the coast
of Long Island and how her faith in
God saves her sanity and ultimately
gives her the courage to reach out to
the captain and his men.

Ms. Desiderio initially was in-
spired to write the book more than
20 years ago after reading “Iron
Coffins” by a former German U-
boat captain. Her research included
trips with her family to World War II
sites, including multiple visits to
Germany. They also took trips with
the Shark Hunters, a group of histo-
rians and U-boat veterans.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. To register, visit
wmlnj.org and click on calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

‘Four Centuries’ Weekend
To Include Miller-Cory

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will be among the
historical sites featured during Union
County’s Four Centuries in a Week-
end 2008. Located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield, the museum
will be open on Saturday, October
18, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun-
day, October 19, from noon to 5 p.m.

Activities for the weekend will
include a special program entitled
“Looking at Quilts.” Quilting was an
integral part of homemaking that
helped make survival in early
America possible. Beautiful as well
as practical, quilts highlighted the
artistic skills of the women and girls
who made them.

Jean Groszmann of Fanwood will
display a portion of her collection of
quilts over both days.

Costumed docents will be avail-

able to show visitors around the fully
furnished 18th-century farmhouse.
Members of the museum’s Cooking
Committee will demonstrate the
skills and techniques used in 18th-
century open-hearth cooking, using
authentic recipes and seasonal foods.
Taste treats will be offered for sam-
pling.

The museum’s gift shop, stocked
with Colonial reproductions, toys,
crafts, books and educational items,
also will be open.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Halloween Hocus
Pocus” on October 26, “Antiques
Appraisal” on November 2, “There’s
Something in the Air – 18th Century
Odors” on November 9 and “Spoon
Dolls” on November 16. For more
information, call the museum at (908)
232-1776.

Church Offers Group
To Separated, Divorced

AREA – The Holy Spirit Roman
Catholic Church in Union offers a
support group for those who are sepa-
rated and divorced.

Meetings are held on Thursdays at
7:30 p.m. in Drexler Hall, located at
984 Suburban Road in Union. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call John
at (908) 964-1683 or the rectory at
(908) 687-3327.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Dining Fundraiser
To Aid Mobile Meals
WESTFIELD – Area residents

are invited to support Mobile Meals
on Tuesday, October 21, by dining
at their choice of Westfield restau-
rants that are taking part in this
fundraiser.

These restaurants will donate a
percentage of the evening’s pro-
ceeds to Mobile Meals, a local,
non-profit meal delivery service for
the elderly and homebound.

Participating eateries include 16
Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro,
Ferraro’s Restaurant, Hershey’s
Deli, Isabella’s American Bistro,
Mojave Grill, Rockn’ Joe Coffee
House and Bistro, Sweet Waters
Steak House, Theresa’s and Buona
Pizza.

Roselle Catholic Class
Of ’78 Plans Reunion
AREA – The 1978 Graduating

Class of Roselle Catholic High
School and Girls Catholic High
School will  hold its 30th Class Re-
union on Saturday, November 29, at
the Kenilworth Inn at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $78 per person and
include a full dinner, open bar and
dancing. Checks are payable to “RC/
GC 78 Reunion” and should be sent
c/o Rocco DiPaola, Esq., 312 North
Avenue, East, Suite 1, Cranford,
N.J., 07016. The deadline for re-
sponses is Saturday, November 1.
For more information, contact
rcgc78reunion@yahoo.com.

College Night on Tap
At SPFHS October 23
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, in
collaboration with the Counseling
Department, will host its 57th Annual
College Night at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Thursday,
October 23, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

All 11th- and 12th-grade students,
whether attending Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School or any of the
local private or parochial high schools,
and their parents are invited to attend
and learn more about various colleges.

Representatives from more than
100 colleges, among them Lehigh,
Princeton, Penn State, University of
Michigan, Tufts University, Rutgers,
United States Naval Academy and
Villanova, are expected to attend.

For a complete listing of participat-
ing colleges, as well as for additional
information, visit spfk12.org/spfhs. On
College Night, attendees are requested
to use the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School main entrance at 641 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

 

Scotch Plains Public Library Presents: 

 

The New Jersey Beat:  

Top Journalists Cover the Garden State 

 

Tuesday, October 28 at 7:30 PM 

Scheduled to Appear: 
Pamela Brownstein, New Jersey Law Journal; Steve Chambers, The Star Ledger; 

Fred Rossi, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times; Andrew Silow-Carroll, NJ Jewish News; 

Linda Stamato, NJ Voices on NJ.com; Sharon Waters, NJ BIZ 

Q&A to follow. Light refreshments will be served.

RSVP to: library@scotlib.org or 908 322 5007 x204

1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

http://www.scotlib.org

Engrossed by events in the economy, political arena, and local

community? Curious about emerging issues and their impact on us?

Don’t miss this event, as some of New Jersey’s most outstanding

journalists talk about the news they cover & the audience they reach.

908.317.9100
 

Come and meet the new 

scruples dynamic duo.  

Bring this coupon with you 

and get 20% off on your 

next color process.  MEN 

something for you too. 

 

FFAALLLL  TTRREENNDD  EEVVEENNTT  

&&  

MMiinnii  HHaaiirr  SShhooww  

ON 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 

16
TH

 FROM 4-8PM! 

 

WWW.SALON1100.COM 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!! 

1100 South Avenue 

2
nd
 Floor 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

110A Central Ave, Westfield

(Across from Starbucks)

(908) 233-5512

Exclusively from

Serving the Westfield Community for 3 generations

Visit us on the web at:   www.bkubick.com NJHAD # 987

Get the best hearing science has to offer

at Our Open House Event! October 23, 24 & 25
*Special incentive during this open house:   Trade in your old

hearing aids for $1,000 OFF a new pair of Destiny hearing aids !*
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

S.A.R. Meeting to Enable
Public to Visit Mansion

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Sons of the American Revolution
(S.A.R.) will meet on Sunday, Octo-
ber 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the historic
Belcher-Ogden Mansion, located at
1046 E. Jersey Street in Elizabeth.

Closed to public view the past few
years, the mansion will be open to the
public only during this meeting, which
the S.A.R. will hold with the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution.

The mansion was the residence of
John Ogden in the mid-18th century
and later Royal Governor Jonathan
Belcher. While Belcher was gover-
nor, the New Jersey Colonial legisla-
ture held many of its meetings in this
building.

Kimberly Costa, executive direc-
tor of the James Wilson Marshall
House in Lambertville, will give a
demonstration on Colonial cooking

and discuss utensils used during the
early period of the house.

Governor Belcher’s bedroom/liv-
ing room, where he took his meals,
will feature an exhibit of china and
serving pieces associated with resi-
dents of the home. The Governor’s
wife’s bedroom also will be open,
with exhibits of recent projects done
by organizations associated with the
building.

A DVD presentation by Dr. Paul
Mattingly, a New York University
professor, will be shown on the his-
tory of the building in the library,
which was added circa 1750. It is
believed the charter to establish
Princeton University was signed in
this room.

Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, call Ken Ward
at (908) 232-3104.

Historical Society Program
To Spotlight Lighthouses

WESTFIELD – “New Jersey
Lighthouses” will be the topic of the
Westfield Historical Society meet-
ing on Friday, October 24, at 7:30
p.m. It will take place in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Bill Volpe of the New Jersey Light-
house Society will discuss early
lighthouse history, provide examples
of several different structure styles
and paint colors and relate some
stories about heroic lighthouse
women.

The New Jersey Lighthouse Soci-
ety sponsors the annual New Jersey
Lighthouse Challenge, which draws
thousands of lighthouse fans to the
eight southern New Jersey counties
as they try to visit all coastal light-
houses and two additional lenses in

one weekend. The 2008 event will
be held this Saturday and Sunday,
October 18 and 19. More informa-
tion is available at njlhs.org.

There currently are 11 accessible
lighthouses in New Jersey, including
structures at Sandy Hook, Highlands,
Sea Girt, Barnegat, Tucker’s Island,
Absecon, Hereford Inlet, Cape May,
East Point, Finns Point and Tinicum.
They were established between 1764
(Sandy Hook) and 1938 (Finns Point).
The tallest structure – at 172 feet – is
Barnegat Lighthouse.

Mr. Volpe also will exhibit a di-
orama of New Jersey lighthouses
and display lighthouse photographs.
Light refreshments will follow the
presentation. This program is free
and open to the public. For more
information, call the Westfield His-
torical Society at (908) 654-1794. Journalist Panel to Offer

Look at News Reporting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will welcome
a panel of journalists on Tuesday,
October 28, at 7:30 p.m. for a pro-
gram entitled “The New Jersey Beat:
Journalists Cover the Garden State.”

Among the journalists scheduled
to appear are Fred Rossi, reporter for
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times;
Pamela Brownstein, executive edi-
tor of The New Jersey Law Journal;
Steve Chambers, reporter for The
Star-Ledger; Andrew Silow-Carroll,

editor-in-chief of New Jersey Jewish
News; Linda Stamato, co-director,
Center for Negotiation and Conflict
Resolution at Rutgers and author of
a NJ Voices blog on NJ.com, and
Sharon Waters, editor of NJ BIZ.

The panelists will discuss how
their publications target the news
and issues of interest to their readers
and what they consider to be the key
current and emerging issues they are
watching.

They will look at how they per-
ceive their impact on public policy
and how their own coverage is influ-
enced by their readers and subscrib-
ers. Panelists also will speak about
their own backgrounds and address
what they look for when they hire, as
well as answer questions from the
audience after their presentations.
Light refreshments will be served.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Pre-registra-
tion is recommended, as space is
limited.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township. For further
information, to register or get direc-
tions, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

Church Invites Adults
For Movie on Sunday
MOUNTAINSIDE – Adults are

invited to a movie night on Sunday,
October 19, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Mountainside Community Presby-
terian Church, located at 1459 Deer
Path.

The feature presentation will be
Door to Door, the true story of a man
born with cerebral palsy who refuses
to let his disability prevent him from
succeeding as a door-to-door sales-
man during a 40-year career.

Starring William H. Macy, the film
also features Kathy Baker, Helen
Mirren and Kyra Sedgwick. A dis-
cussion and dessert will follow the
screening.

KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY CLEAN…Garwood Girl Scout Junior Troop
446 heads out to lend a hand in keeping their community clean. This marks the
fifth year these girls have ventured out to grab a bag and plastic gloves and search
the sidewalks, grass and alleyways for trash. Afterward, all participating troops
meet back at Borough Hall and enjoy refreshments.

Library Continues Activities
For Youngsters and Adults

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library is offering a variety of
ongoing programs for both children
and adults this fall.

The library’s “Movie Time!” se-
ries is held every Friday at 10 a.m.,
featuring new releases as well as old
classics. The staff is open to sugges-
tions if there is a particular film
anyone would like presented. Light
refreshments are provided or attend-
ees may bring their own.

Toddler Storytime continues ev-
ery Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. for
children age 4 and younger. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to call
the library at (908) 789-1670.

A book discussion group is held
on the third Monday of each month
at 1 p.m. On October 20, the group
will discuss “Three Cups of Tea,” a
non-fiction book by Greg Mortenson.
Anyone needing a copy of the book
or wishing to participate in the dis-
cussion is asked to call the library.

On Saturday, October 25, a pump-
kin painting craft activity will take
place at 11 a.m. Participation will be
limited to 20 children, in third grade

and up. Registration is required for
this event, as space is limited. Indi-
viduals may call the library or regis-
ter in person. The signup sheet is
available at the Circulation Desk.

Anyone who might benefit from
home delivery and pickup of library
books due to permanent or temporary
disability, or who knows someone
who may benefit from this service,
may contact the staff of the library.
The staff will provide individuals with
reading materials based on their in-
terests, either general or specific, and
arrange a delivery/pick-up time.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue. Library hours are
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. For more details, call the library
or visit its website, youseemore.com/
Garwood.

LIGHTING THE WAY…Pictured above is the Hereford Inlet lighthouse in
North Wildwood. The lighthouses of New Jersey will be the focus of the Westfield
Historical Society meeting on Friday, October 24, at 7:30 p.m. in the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal Building. Admission is free and all are invited.

Shabbat Play ‘n Pray
To Be Held at Temple
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community with children
ages 4 and under to a special Shabbat
Play ‘n Pray event featuring music,
maracas, puppets and parachutes.

Led by Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro Abraham and Stu-
dent Cantor Vicky Glikin, the 30-
minute service will begin at 11:15
a.m. on Saturday, October 25, and will
be followed by a free bagel brunch in
the playroom.

Temple Sholom is located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
Participants should enter through the
doors facing Martine Avenue. For more
information, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

‘Chores For Charity’
To Benefit Wil Kehler

WESTFIELD – The Junior
Women’s Club of Westfield will
host a “Chores for Charity” event
from Monday, October 20, through
Thursday, October 30, to benefit
the Wil Kehler Fund.

Wil Kehler is a 5-year-old
Westfield resident who has been
diagnosed with bone cancer. Dur-
ing this event, Westfield students
can do chores at home or for a
neighbor, such as babysitting, mow-
ing the lawn or raking leaves, and
donate a portion of their earnings to
the Wil Kehler Fund.

A national organization, Chores
for Charity empowers youth by giv-
ing them an opportunity to give to a
worthy cause.

More details about the event are
featured on fliers being sent home
with students and on school
websites. Interested persons also
may call Mary Boland at (908) 389-
9780.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

O P E N  H O U S E S

October 15 Open House Program October 19/ 
November 16

Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Wednesday, October 15, 2008, 9-11 a.m.

Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 19, 2008, 1-3 p.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 16 , 2008, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

Michael Rozanski, 87
Michael Rozanski, 87, of Fanwood

died on Wednesday, October 8, at the
Center For Hope Peggy’s House in
Scotch Plains.

Born in Poland, he came to the
United States through Ellis Island in
1953 and settled in the Bronx, N.Y.
He moved to Fanwood after retiring
in the mid-1980s.

Prior to retiring, Mr. Rozanski had
been employed as a supervisor for
more than 30 years with Montefiore
Hospital in the Bronx.

He was a member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Senior Citizens.

Surviving are two brothers, Joseph
Rozanski and Eugene Rozanski.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, October 13, at the Our Lady
of Czestochowa Cemetery in
Doylestown, Pa.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to St. Theresa Roman Catholic
Church, 122 Liberty Avenue, Linden,
N.J. 07036.

October 16, 2008

Mary Rita Balogh, 45, WHS Alumna;
Artist, Triathlete and Philanthropist

Mary Rita Balogh, 45, died after
suffering a stroke while cycling in a
Santa Barbara, Calif. fundraiser on
Saturday, September 20. The stroke
was a lingering complication of the
aortic aneurysm she miraculously and
heroically survived two years ago.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Class of 1980, Mary Rita
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Washington University in St. Louis,
Mo. in 1984. She lived in Long Beach,
Calif. for the past 18 years.

Her love, beauty and laughter will
be dearly missed by her mother,
Josephine, of Burlington, Wis.; her
brothers, Vincent, also of Burlington,
Michael, of Summit, N.J. and Lon-
don, England, and Peter, of Washing-
ton, D.C. and Honolulu, Hawaii, and
their families; four recent “sisters,”
who have been by her side through

the last two years; her five beloved
godchildren; an army of friends and a
multitude of lives that breathe easier
because she touched them.

A memorial is being set for a later
date. Information can be found on a
website that is being built at
www.MaryRita.com. Friends also can
check for updates on the memorial by
calling (888) 333-6406 or join a mail
group to receive updates by sending a
note to RememberMaryRita@aol.com.

Donations may be sent to the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society,
American Cancer Society and Susan
G. Komen for the Cure.

October 16, 2008

FCC to Resume Classes
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-

tion classes will resume at the First
Congregational Church on Mondays,
October 20 through November 17,
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.

Designed for beginners and open
to everyone, classes will be held in
Room 21 on the second floor of the
church’s McCorison Christian Edu-
cation Building, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

Moving Meditation is a gentle,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems.
Benefits include stress reduction and
flexibility. The practice is performed
standing and ordinary street cloth-
ing is appropriate.

Laura Berzofsky, a certified Inte-
gral Tai Chi and Qigong instructor,
will lead the group practice. The
church’s Board of Christian Educa-
tion will sponsor this program.

Free-will offerings will benefit the
church’s outreach initiatives. The fall
offerings will raise funds for
Waysharers, a faith-based outreach
program for adults with develop-
mental disabilities. For more infor-
mation or to register, call Ms.
Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169. Drop-
in students are always welcome.

Donna J. Doremus, 52
Donna J. Doremus, 52, of Scotch

Plains died on Tuesday, September
30, after a valiant, 10-year struggle
with cancer.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Northern Virginia before
moving to Scotch Plains in 1987.

She was the loving wife for 25
years of Bruce Doremus, the devoted
mother of Steven, Christopher and
Katherine, and the beloved sister of
Maureen Galligan and Randy and
Chris Powers. Also surviving are
many other loving family members.

Donna lived every day of her life to
the fullest and enriched the lives of
everyone around her. She enjoyed
spending time with her family and
friends, and will be forever loved and
forever missed.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, October 4, at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
her memory to The Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation would be
appreciated, www.komen.org.
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La Leche to Gather
Today In Scotch Plains

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information group of Union County
women, will hold its monthly meet-
ing today, Thursday, October 16, at
10 a.m. at 1 Black Birch Road in
Scotch Plains.

This month’s topic is “Baby Arrives:
The Family and the Breastfed Baby.”
Topics for discussion will include how
childbirth choices can affect
breastfeeding, getting breastfeeding off
to a good start, the father’s role and
sibling adjustments to a new baby.

Experienced, new or expectant
mothers are all invited, and children
are always welcome. Ample time is
allotted for questions during and af-
ter the discussion. A library and re-
prints are available, and refreshments
will be served.

For more information, call any of
the four group leaders, including
Michelle at (908) 687-2518, Ronnie
at (908) 964-1360, De at (908) 233-
7164 or Mari at (908) 233-6513.

Westfield Day Care
Plans Clothing Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Day
Care Center, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, will hold its annual clothing
sale on Friday, October 24, from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, from 9 a.m. to noon.

Featured items will include
children’s clothing from infant
through size 12, plus books, puzzles,
games and educational toys. All pro-
ceeds from the sale will benefit the
scholarship program at the center.

For more information about the sale
or the Westfield Day Care Center, call
Thera Rocco at (908) 232-6717.

Visitors Are Invited
To Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House Museum will be a
featured site during the annual Union
County “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” event.

The museum will be open on Satur-
day, October 18, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and on Sunday, October 19, from
noon to 5 p.m. It is located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains.

This year a display of period wed-
ding gowns from the museum’s ex-
tensive collection will be showcased,
dating from 1883 to 2000.

Opening of Visitors Center
At Village Set For Sunday

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – On Sun-
day, October 19, at 1 p.m., the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal will celebrate the grand open-
ing of the Visitors Center in the De-
serted Village’s general store. The
store also was used for religious ser-
vices during village founder David
Felt’s era in the mid-19th century.
The public is welcome to attend.

According to Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada, the Deserted
Village of Feltville of today contains
10 buildings and the archaeological
remains of a vibrant community
nestled in Union County’s largest
park, the 2,065-acre Watchung Res-
ervation, in Berkeley Heights.

“In 1980, the area in and around
Feltville was designated an historic
district on the State and National
Registers of Historic Sites,” said Free-
holder Estrada. “This includes a Revo-
lutionary War period cemetery of
some of the area’s earliest residents.

“Union County is in the process of
restoring the buildings and grounds.
The recent construction of utility
lines into the area allows us to open
this Visitors Center in the church/
general store building to serve the
public,” he added.

On Saturday, October 18, and Sun-
day, October 19, the “ghost” of David
Felt will return to lead tours of the
factory town that once housed hun-
dreds of workers and family mem-
bers. The mile-long tours, starting at
2 p.m. each day, will occur during
the weekend-long open house of the
historic site, as part of Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” celebration.

Staffed activities will occur at the
Deserted Village from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday and from noon to 5
p.m. on Sunday. Visitors may pick
up a map and narrative for a self-
guided tour at Feltville’s parking lot.
Most of the village’s buildings and
grounds can be seen from a hayride,

which will run continuously both
days.

Parks Department staff will be sta-
tioned at the restored church/gen-
eral store all weekend to answer ques-
tions. This building also houses an
exhibit of artifacts found at the site
and photographs of the building be-
ing restored.

A hands-on demonstration of
apples being pressed into cider will
be ongoing. Elsewhere in the vil-
lage, children will be able to play
old-fashioned games or learn how to
make paper. All of these activities
are offered free of charge. Light re-
freshments will be available for pur-
chase at the general store. Picnic
tables are available for families want-
ing to pack a lunch.

All activities for the Four Centu-
ries weekend will be held rain or
shine. Visitors may enter the De-
serted Village via Cataract Hollow
Road, off of Glenside Avenue on the
Berkeley Heights side of the
Watchung Reservation. Visitors are
advised to wear warm clothes and
sturdy walking shoes.

Tickets are still available at
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, for Haunted Hayrides
that will run at the Deserted Village
from October 24 to 26.

Information about 24 other Four
Centuries in a Weekend sites is avail-
able from the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
(908) 558-2550, or on the Union
County website, ucnj.org/cultural/
4centuries/4Centuries08.pdf.

Robert C. Kirby, Cherished His Family;
Art History Major Who Enjoyed Music
Robert Christopher Kirby of Scotch

Plains suffered a grand mal seizure
and passed away suddenly at his home
on Tuesday, October 7.

Bob was born on October 16, 1986
in New Rochelle, N.Y. but lived most
of his life in Scotch Plains. He was
diagnosed with epilepsy when he was
five years old. However, he never let
this illness interfere with his love of
life or family.

A 2005 graduate of Union Catholic
High School, Bob was in the process
of completing a degree in art history
at Raritan Valley Community Col-
lege. He had a strong passion for the
arts that included his love of music
from the Woodstock era. Bob had an
extensive collection of music from
this period. His favorite bands in-
cluded the Beatles, Rolling Stones,
The Who, The Doors and Bob Dylan.

His greatest joy came from spend-
ing time with his family. A perfect day
for Bob would be listening to his mu-
sic and spending time with his ex-
tended family, who he loved so much.

Bob was the beloved son of Chris-
topher and Kelly Kirby, the adored
brother of Brendan and Siobhan, the
cherished grandson of Charles

Schoenherr and Barbara Kirby, and
the much-loved nephew to Charles
and Rosemary Schoenherr, Richard
and Pauline Kirby and Mary Kirby.
Cousins Bobby, Melissa, Thomas,
Kayla, Matthew and Dillon all held a
special place in his generous heart.
He will be greatly missed by family
and friends.

His maternal grandmother, Joan
Schoenherr, paternal grandfather, John
Kirby, and uncles Robert Schoenherr
and Robert Kirby, predeceased him.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
October 11, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. In-
terment took place at the Beechwood
Cemetery in New Rochelle, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, donations to NYU
Faces (Finding A Cure for Epilepsy
and Seizures) would be greatly appre-
ciated. They may be sent to: NYU
Faces, 724 Second Avenue, New York,
N.Y. 10016, (www.med.nyu.edu/
faces). For additional information or
to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Arboretum Invites Public
To Celebrate Fall Event

SUMMIT – The Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum invites the community to its
2008 Celebrate Fall event on Sunday,
October 19, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This year’s event will again feature
a Pumpkin Carving Contest, during
which children and adults will have an
opportunity to show off their pump-
kin-carving skills. Summit Mayor Jor-
dan Glatt will be the judge, with prizes
to be awarded to the three top designs.

Pumpkins will be available for pur-
chase, or entrants may bring their
own. Participants are required to sup-
ply their own pumpkin-carving tools.
A parent must accompany all contest
entrants under 14.

Additional activities will include
children’s arts and crafts, face paint-
ing, honey tasting, a lecture on bees
and a family scavenger hunt. Photog-
rapher Bruce Lorenz will be avail-
able for family photographs.

Artist and special guest Jenny Lynn
McNutt will speak about her project
entitled “Precise Breathing or Why I
Call My Baby Honey,” through per-
spectives of art, science and the envi-
ronment relative to honey bees. Her
artwork is on display in the Wisner
House through Friday, October 31.

The day also coincides with Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” event. Performer Molly Watson
will sing period-appropriate songs in
costume. Ms. Watson’s performance
is made possible in part by a HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reaching
Thousands) Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The Arboretum is located at 165
Hobart Avenue in Summit. A $3 per
person fee will be charged for those
participating in the pumpkin carving
and children’s activities. Children un-
der 3 may attend for free. No advance
registration is required. Refreshments
will be served and door prizes will be
awarded. For more information, con-
tact the Arboretum at (908) 273-8787,
extension no. 11, or at
d.kasten@reeves-reedarboretum.org.

Jack Dazzo, 77, Advertising Salesman;
Loved Singing, Gardening and Fishing
Jack R. Dazzo, 77, of Westfield

passed away peacefully at his home
on Thursday, October 9, surrounded
by his loving family.

Born and raised in Brooklyn,
N.Y., he lived in Westfield for 45
years. He graduated in 1956 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree from City
College of New York.

He had been an advertising space
salesman with Penton Publishing
Co. in New York City for more than
20 years, retiring in 1996.

Jack had a passion for singing his
entire life and was a member of
choirs in New York, New Jersey and
Nantucket, Mass.

An avid gardener, he also loved
fishing and clamming in Nantucket.
He was a volunteer for the Atlantic
Hospice since his retirement.

Jack was the beloved husband for
53 years of Anita Schepis Dazzo,
and the devoted father of Margaret

Worden and her husband, Robert,
Michael Dazzo, Donald Dazzo and
Nicholas Dazzo and his wife, Su-
san. He was the loving brother of
Joseph and Albert Dazzo, and also
will be deeply missed by his five
grandchildren, Sean, Thomas, Ri-
chard, Anita and John.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, October 13, at
St. Teresa’s Roman Catholic Church
in Summit.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in his name to Atlantic
Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, N.J. 07041 or to The
Lustgarten Foundation for Pancre-
atic Cancer Research, 111 Stewart
Avenue, Bethpage, N.Y. 11714.
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College Woman’s Club
Posts Fall Coffee Event

WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield will hold
its annual fall coffee for new and
prospective members on Wednesday,
October 22, at 7:30 p.m. in the stu-
dent lounge of Westfield High School,
located at 550 Dorian Road. It is free
and open to the public.

This year’s event will feature a
conversation with new Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick. Mr.
Renwick, former vice-principal of
Montclair High School, was ap-
pointed to his current position this
summer following a two-year search.

After his remarks, the club will
hold a short membership meeting.
Refreshments will be served and in-
formation on the club’s activities will
be available.

Founded in 1917, the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield is dedi-
cated to promoting higher education
for women. Its primary purpose is the
awarding of scholarships to young
women from Westfield based on aca-
demics, character and financial need.

The club also sponsors enrichment
activities for its members, such as in-
terest groups, social events and speak-
ers. Membership is open to all area
women with a college degree. For
more information or if interested in
attending, contact cwclub@aol.com.

Library Friends Slate
Book Sale October 25
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Public Library
will hold their semi-annual book sale
on Saturday, October 25, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the library.

The sale will include adult and
children’s books. “Bag Days” will
be held on Monday and Tuesday,
October 27 and 28, where an entire
bag of books can be purchased for
$5.

Donations of books in good con-
dition will be accepted Monday
through Thursday, October 20 to 23.
No textbooks or encyclopedias can
be accepted. All proceeds will sup-
port library programs. The library is
located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 233-0115.

WELCOME, VISITORS…Members of the public are invited to join officials for
the grand opening of the Visitors Center at the Deserted Village of Feltville in
Berkeley Heights at 1 p.m. this Sunday, October 19. The center will be housed
inside the village general store, pictured above.

Service Auction Event
To Aid Helen’s House
WESTFIELD – The 19th Annual

Service Auction to benefit Helen’s
House will take place on Saturday,
November 1, at 6:30 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Parish Center, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Established in 1990, Helen’s
House in Elizabeth has provided a
stabilizing home to more than 60
homeless and displaced families.
Often these families arrive as a re-
sult of sudden job loss or serious
illness.

Helen’s House offers these fami-
lies an opportunity to attain stability
in their lives and, while living in the
transitional house, families work
with a case manager who helps them
transition to permanent housing.

This year’s event will feature a
live auction conducted by Roger
Love, a longtime supporter of
Westfield civic organizations, and a
silent auction. Past auction items
have included an African safari,
sports and theater tickets, dinner/
party/golf packages, hotel/condo
vacation stays, local home/business
services and themed baskets.

Tickets are $25 per person and
include food, wine, beer and des-
serts. To make a donation or pur-
chase tickets, call or e-mail Jerry
Maloney at (908) 233-2634 or
gerald.maloney@vonage.com.

Edward Ford, Sr., 89, Military Veteran;
Was Continental Insurance Retiree

Edward Dexter Ford, Sr., 89, died
on Monday, October 13, at his
daughter’s home in South Plainfield.

Born in Boston, Mass., he had lived
most of his life in Scotch Plains be-
fore moving to his daughter’s home
two years ago.

A graduate of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy at Kings Point,
N.Y., Mr. Ford served in the Merchant
Marine and Coast Guard before serv-
ing in the Navy during World War II.

He was employed as a field repre-
sentative and boiler inspector for Con-
tinental Insurance in Newark for many
years prior to retiring.

His wife, Elizabeth Runyon Ford,
predeceased him in 1962.

Surviving are two sons, Edward
Dexter Ford, Jr. and Robert Andrew
Ford; two daughters, Terri-Lee

Wiggins and Elizabeth Kelly Farrell;
his sister, Rhoda Quinn, and three
grandchildren, Yolanda Wiggins,
Michelle Moody and Patricia
Bucciarelli.

Services will be held at 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday, October 18, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment with
military honors will follow at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains. Visi-
tation will take place tomorrow, Fri-
day, October 17, from 2 to 4 and 7 to
9 p.m. at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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An independent day school for boys grades 7-12 led by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey
DELBARTON SCHOOL • 230 Mendham Road • Morristown, NJ 07960 (973) 538-3231, x3019 • www.delbarton.org

Run. Throw. Lift. Try.

ADMISSION
TESTING

on Oct. 25, Nov. 8,
Nov. 22 and Dec. 6

For more information
visit our website

and click ‘Admissions’.

DELBARTON.orgwww.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

A GREAT BEG I NN I NG  FOR  BOYS  AND  G I R L S

October 16 Open House Program November 16 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 16, 2008, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 16 , 2008, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

T H E  P R I M A R Y S C H O O L A T

Come learn about our new hours and enhanced program.

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E S

Want to learn to sew?

Learn to create your own fashion clothing,
home décor, and accessories for less!

Private & Group Lessons

Classes start soon! Call for times.

908-247-6758

Let us help you create!

116 Hillcrest Rd., Warren Township

info@campriverbend.com

www.campriverbend.com

Bring your family to meet our family!

Open House

 
At Camp Riverbend
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���
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Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008

11am-2pm

1-888-THE CAMP

Please RSVP by October 23rd

Games...Crafts...BBQ Lunch

Fun for all!

Edison Mayor, Bramnick
Lead Political Forum at W-H
EDISON – On Friday, October 3,

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
hosted a forum on the upcoming Gen-
eral Election for President of the
United States.

Edison Mayor Jun Choi (Demo-
crat) and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield,
Republican) ad-
dressed the Upper
School students and
parents.

Mayor Choi fo-
cused on the cam-
paign of Senator
Barack Obama and
the Democratic
party, while Mr.
Bramnick focused
on the campaign of
Senator John
McCain and the Re-
publican party.
Both politicians
also addressed the
role of local poli-
tics in national is-
sues. Andrew Webster, Head of
School, moderated the forum.

The Upper School student body,
which vastly supports the election of
Senator Obama, listened to Mayor
Choi and Assemblyman Bramnick

describe the reasons why they sup-
port their particular candidate.

They questioned the mayor and
assemblyman about how much expe-
rience Senator McCain truly holds
and whether or not Alaskan Governor

Sarah Palin is
“the most sound
choice” for Vice
President.

Other students
addressed con-
cerns over the
gover nmen t ’s
bailout during the
nation’s fiscal cri-
sis and posed
questions about
each candidate’s
tax policies. The
a s s e m b l y m a n
and mayor also
addressed inter-
national relations
and the involve-
ment of the
United States in
the Iraq War dur-

ing the forum.
Next, reporters from The Beacon,

the school newspaper, had the oppor-
tunity to ask the assemblyman and
mayor questions for their newspaper
articles and columns.

NOT POLITICS AS
USUAL…Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, left,  and Edison Mayor Jun
Choi took part in a political forum at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in which
they represented the candidacies of
Senators John McCain and Barack
Obama, respectively. Andrew Webster,
Head of School at Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, center, moderated the forum.

Scotch Plains Television
Wins National Acclaim

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — There was no
fancy red carpet, swarming paparazzi
or any kind of reference to what de-
signer he wore when William
McMeekan Jr. accepted three Home-
town Video Awards for Scotch Plains
Television (SPTV) at a conference in
Washington, D.C., but he couldn’t have
been more delighted.

Competing against thousands of com-
munity channels nationwide, SPTV
received the “Overall Excellence
Award” for stations with a budget un-
der $200,000.

“It really is kind of like the Emmy or
Oscar for community television,” Mr.
McMeekan said. “This was the big one
and a surprising one… Usually, you
could spend your whole career work-
ing toward this.”

As station manager, Mr. McMeekan
selected and submitted six clips total-
ing one half hour for the competition. It
included both school and community-
related footage, such as sports compe-
titions, graduation, the fire at Charlie
Brown’s restaurant, a Fanwood build-
ing collapse and Union County’s
MusicFest.

The latter also earned two additional
awards in the “Local
Performances” and
“Government Activi-
ties” categories.

But Mr. McMeekan
remains as humble as
he is passionate about
the work he does, not
only as station man-
ager, but as a television
production teacher at
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). He also heads the school’s
TV Production Club.

“Local TV brings a community to-
gether and the more I can encourage
that, the better,” Mr. McMeekan said.

He spoke highly of his students, cit-
ing many put in hours way beyond what
is required.

“Their involvement extends well
beyond the classroom and the school
district,” he added. “They shoot sports,
council meetings… It really gets them
to see what’s going on in their town.”

And as much as he encourages learn-
ing and working hard, he hopes they
enjoy the process as well.

He fondly recalled one project in
which students had to write a script,
hold tryouts, rehearse, shoot and edit a
“Zombie Thriller” at the high school.

“I was up all night scrubbing fake
blood off the lockers, but it was great!”
he said.

Before joining the staff of SPFHS,
Mr. McMeekan had additionally taught
in Union and Westfield, where he’s also
done community television.

He explained he had originally
worked in social services, which helped
him realize how much he enjoyed work-
ing with teenagers. He said his interest
in TV production began years back
when he simply started “fooling around
with a video camera and two VCRs” at
home.

When Mr. McMeekan first came to
SPTV in 2003, the channel was quite

different. He said the high school had
some airtime during the day and the
town aired some weeknight program-
ming, whereas now the entire schedule
is filled.

“One of the big things was also to get
the studio up and running in Town
Hall,” he said.

Additionally, early on they employed
the use of VHS tapes, which have since
been upgraded to DVDs and then this
past summer, a digital server. A local
family helped SPTV acquire three cam-
eras from CBS Television.

“We’re really just coming into the
technology,” Mr. McMeekan said.

He pointed out how costly televi-
sion production can be and how some
community stations have million-dol-
lar budgets and even employ a full-
time staff. That made winning the
“Overall Excellence Award” in the
“Budget Less Than $200,000” sector
even more special to him.

“It shows you’re not always inhib-
ited by the equipment you have and that
you can do a lot with very little,” he
said. “It makes you more creative in a
way, not having the resources… We’ve
pulled off some really unique shoots.”

The fact that Mr. McMeekan also has
volunteer firefighter experience is what

allowed him to get up
close and personal
footage at the scene of
the Charlie Brown’s
restaurant blaze,
whereas much of the
media was held back
for safety.

Mr. McMeekan dis-
cussed different meth-
ods of filming, ex-
plaining that every
shoot is different.

Sometimes they have access to a
Comcast truck, which he described
as a “mobile TV studio” that allows
most of the work to be done on site.
Otherwise, it can be quite time con-
suming to film and edit together a
three-camera shoot.

“It’s just the nature of television,”
Mr. McMeekan added. “You work re-
ally hard, and you make it look easy.”

Upcoming events to air on SPTV
include A Midsummer Night’s Dream
at the Westfield Community Playhouse,
as well as political coverage for local
candidates. The station plans to go live
on the air Election Day, broadcasting
local voting results as they’re collected
and counted.

“It’s quite rewarding to be doing this
for the community,” he said. “A lot
more people watch than we think.”

He spoke about the “incredible” num-
ber of complaints received a while back
when only cable customers were able
to get SPTV on Channel 34. Since then,
FiOS customers can also watch SPTV,
now available on Channel 22.

Mr. McMeekan plans to continue
dividing his time between his two pas-
sions – community television produc-
tion and teaching.

“I wouldn’t want to go work for a
network or major cable station be-
cause it’s all about business there,”
Mr. McMeekan said. “Here, the fo-
cus is on your community… What
could be better?”

THEY SHOOT, THEY SCORE...Scotch Plains Television (SPTV) recently won
national acclaim, earning the “Overall Excellence Award” for stations with
budgets under $200,000.  See story at left. Above, Wes Lorenzini of SPTV shoots
as Stephanie Santiago interviews Jennifer Berry, Miss America 2006.

Union Catholic Honors
FW Student Carey

SCOTCH PLAINS – Principal Sis-
ter Percylee Hart of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced that Melissa Carey of Fanwood
has been named commended students
in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship
Program. Two Edison residents were
also honored.

The principal will present a letter of
commendation from the school and
National Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion, which conducts the program, to
these scholastically talented seniors.

About 34,000 commended students
throughout the nation are being recog-
nized for their exceptional academic
promise.

Although they will not continue in
the 2009 competition for National Merit
Scholarships, commended students
placed among the top five percent of
more than 1.5 million students who
entered the 2009 competition by taking
the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

“Recognition of academically tal-
ented students and the key role played
by schools in their development is es-
sential to the pursuit of education’s
excellence in our nation,” said a spokes-
person for NMSC.

Principal Renwick Announces
WHS’s Commended Students

WESTFIELD – Twenty-nine
Westfield High School students have
been named “Commended Students”
in the 2009 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program.

Commended students placed
among the top 2.5 percent of more
than 1.5 million students who entered
the 2007 competition by taking the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

According to the National Merit
Scholarship program, these high scor-
ers on the PSAT receive letters of
commendation in recognition of their
outstanding academic promise.

The commended students from
Westfield High School include: Paul
Bai, Sara Birkenthal, Julia Burns,
Charles Cary, Amanda Chang,
Amanda Garfinkel, Aileen Grogan,
Eric Hagstrom, Kyle Hayden,
Kathryn Kiefer, Christopher Latimer,
Jenna Leopold, Jason Lipschutz,
Maria Lomaka, Catherine Maguire,
Ezra Margolin, Kiran Patankar,
Alexander Powell, Philip Queller,
Ryan Ragoza, Joshua Schwartz, Kyle
Sexton, Jeannette Sharpless, Eriene-
Heidi Sidhom, Colleen Smith, Marisa
Stotter, Jennifer Weidman, Amy
Weiss and George Wharam.

Westfield High School Principal
Peter Renwick announced the com-
mended students in his homeroom
announcement and also sent indi-
vidual letters to the students in which
he noted, “It says a great deal about

your commitment to your education.
Congratulations on this significant
achievement.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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We insure all drivers

GREANEY, SZETO NOTCH 2 GOALS; McEVOY NETS ONE

Raider Soccer Boys Bombard
Vikings in UCT 1st Round, 5-0

TAYLOR SCORES 4-YARD TD, GREEN GETS 14-YARD TD

Farmer Football Boys Bury
Visiting SP-F Raiders, 49-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fired up after their down-to-the-
wire, 24-20 loss to Westfield on Oc-
tober 4, the Union Farmers spared
very little “mercy” in their 49-14,
triumph over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
on the new turf field in Union on
October 10.

“It showed that we are a pretty
good football team because Westfield
is a pretty good football team. That
was a classic game. Unfortunately,
somebody had to lose but we move
on,” Farmer Head Coach Brian
Sheridan said. “It’s Watchung Con-
ference and you got to get ready for a
quality Scotch Plains team. Our kids
were focused. They knew what was
on the line. They know we are in a
position now that, if we want to be a
playoff team, we would have to come
out and put on a good showing to-
night. And we did!”

Raider halfback Anthony Taylor
had little chance to get into high gear
as the Farmer defense plugged the
holes and limited him to 22 yards on
11 carries, although he did have a
four-yard touchdown (TD) run. Jun-
ior quarterback Gary Binkiewicz, who
completed eight of 18 pass attempts
for 93 yards, including an intercep-
tion, could not get his wheels going

either and was sacked four of the five
times he ran the ball for minus 25
yards. Wide receiver Doran Nelson
had three receptions for 29 yards and
wide receiver Adam Clark had two
for 21 yards. Tight end Billy Johnson
had a three-yard reception.

Fullback Marcus Green, however,

had far more success with 134 yards
on nine carries, which included a 14-
yard TD run and breakaway gallops of
40 and 54 yards. Green also had two
receptions for 38 yards. But the onus
was also on Green and Taylor defen-
sively as they, along with defensive

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a 3-4 start, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team reeled off six wins and a tie after
inflicting visiting Union Catholic with
a 5-0 setback in the first round of the
Union County Tournament on Octo-
ber 11. Junior Matt Greaney and
sophomore Rory Szeto each fired in a
pair of goals and junior Brendon
McEvoy notched one goal.

“It was a matter of changes. We
only had several returning starters.
We were 3-4 at one particular point
but all four games were by one goal
and two were in overtime. We took
Joey D’Annunzio and put him in the
center back with Chris Freeman,
which tremendously solidified our
defense,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky said. “Matt Greaney, we
moved up front from center back and
he’s responded with some goals. We

had a few guys banged up, who are
back. Brian Kahn didn’t play the first
couple of games. Then our freshman,
Travis Cortes, jumping into a starting
midfielder role takes a little bit get-
ting used to and he’s played extremely
well. It’s a group that is pretty close
knit. We have 16-17 players that we
get in almost every game and we can
interchange a lot of positions.”

On the other hand, the 3-8 Vikings
were heading in the opposite direction.
“We lost our last five games and we lost
two of our best players. We are playing
with a lot of sophomores,” Viking Head
Coach John Cerimele said.

The Raiders out-shot the Vikings,

15-4, and had a 7-0 advantage on
corner kicks. Raider goalie Anthony
Zukofsky turned away all four shots,
while Viking goalie John Hao made
nine saves.

Greaney scored his first goal from
18-yards out with 9:32 left in the
first half.

“(Steve) Bello played it in from the
back to my feet. I played it to (Joe)
DelPrete. He laid it back across and I
put it in,” said Greaney.

Eight minutes later, Szeto ripped in
a shot from nine-yards out. “There
was a nice throw-in from Eddie Byron
and a flick from Mark Koransky left

COSTELLO, DAVIDSON, HANDZA MACKENZIE SCORE

Soccer Blue Devil Girls Chill
Roselle Catholic, 4-0, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four Blue Devils penetrated the
net as the top-seeded, 8-1-1 Westfield
High School girls’ soccer team, No.
16 in The Star-Ledger, overwhelmed
the Roselle Catholic Lions, 4-0, in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 11.

Westfield goalkeeper Meghan
Brody made two saves, while her
defense and offensive teammates
physically dominated throughout the

game. Lioness keeper Natalie Santillo
encountered a barrage of 20 shots
near the goal and finished with eight
saves.

From the onset, the speedier and
more physical Blue Devils displayed
their offensive fury bombarding the
Lion keeper with long shots from
every angle. With 8:37 into the game,
forward Tara Handza drew first blood
when she took a sideline cross from
Samantha Costello and nailed the
ball into the upper center portion of
the net.

“I gained the ball on the sideline,
got a great ball from Arielle Ziering,
then was lucky to cross it in to Tara
who was able to finish it,” Costello
said.

With so many shots on goal not
finding the mark, Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Wertheimer shared her
concern, “We need to work on finish-
ing. We can’t get into these situations
where we had at least 10 goal kicks
and to only finish one of those, that’s
not acceptable in my mind. We have

Football Correction
To Westfield/Union:
In the October 4 football game

between Westfield and Union, it
had been indicated that the most
dangerous weapon for Union was
wide receiver, No. 19 Wesley
Arthur, who had nine receptions
for 163 yards. No. 19 did do the
damage and Arthur was listed on
the Westfield program as No. 19,
but in reality, it was standout
Elijah Lee, listed as No. 2, who
was No. 19.

In the October 10 football game
between Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Union, Lee was still listed as
No. 2 on the Union program and
Arthur was still listed as No. 19.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate

#1 REALTOR IN THE WESTFIELD COLDWELL BANKER OFFICE YEAR-TO-DATE

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

A UNIQUE WESTFIELD OPPORTUNITY

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built expanded Ranch spares 
no attention to detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 
acres.  Redefining park-like property, this fine home is cleverly positioned on its 
Oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top rated schools.  

Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship, this home awaits its most discerning buyer.                  

                                            Offered for $1,550,000

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

2009
Registration
Underway

SPFYBA’s 2009 Registration is underway. 2009 represents the 2nd

year in a row registration fees have been REDUCED for some of
our divisions. It will also be the first year our divisions are aligned
by grade, which brings baseball in line with all other sports in our
community. Division alignments are now as follows:

Register on-line at www.spfyba.org now! In person registrations
will take place on Saturday, October 11th and October 25th from

10:00AM to 2:00PM at the SPFHS Cafeteria.

Division Grade
Junior Tee Kindergarten
Tee Ball 1st Grade
Pee Wee 2nd Grade
Junior Division 3rd and 4th Grade
Major Division 46/60 5th Grade
Major Division 50/70 6th Grade
Senior Division 7th – 9th Grade
Prep Division 10th Grade and Up

See Sports Photos at!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING A LOT OF HUSTLE TO THE GAME…Raider senior Joe DelPrete, right, beats Viking defender Evan Gingrich,
No. 13, to the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR THE GOAL…Raider running back Anthony Taylor scored a
four-yard touchdown against the Farmers.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH BRAND OF SOCCER…Blue Devil senior Brittany Cortinhal, No. 25, who possesses exceptional acceleration,
crosses off a vicious shot toward the Lion cage. Cortinhal assisted in a goal in the second half.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Essex/Union Seeks
Wrestling Officials
The Union/Essex Wrestling Of-

ficials Association is seeking new
members. For an application please
contact Rich at (908) 241-4793.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
– archives

October 17, 1998: Junior Dan
Loomis and seniors Jim Feeley and
Scott Paterson plugged up the center
and Nathan Jones, along with Matt
McCarthy, prevented any long Tiger
runs as the Raider football team won
its second game in a row by defeating
Linden, 14-6, in Scotch Plains. Jones
rushed for 135 yards and returned a
kickoff 95 yards for the touchdown.

October 16, 1999: The Blue Devil
football team muffled the Bulldogs
from Malcolm X. Shabazz for three
and one half quarters and seized a 23-
6 victory at Gary Kehler Stadium.
Sophomore halfback Diano Reavis
scored on touchdown runs of 73 and
nine yards, and totaled 125 yards
rushing on seven carries. Ryan
MacDonald kicked a 40-yard field
goal.

October 15, 2000: Records were
set by Blue Devil gymnast Lauren
Caravello as she led her team to a
109.25-95.6 victory over hosting Old
Bridge. The Blue Devils’ team total
was the highest in New Jersey to date
and Caravello’s all-around total of
37.6 became the highest in WHS his-
tory. Lauren placed first in every event
and broke another WHS record by

scoring a 9.6 on the floor exercises.
October 20, 2001: The 5-1 Blue

Devil football team scored 42 unan-
swered points to de-horse the host-
ing 2-5 Irvington Blue Knights, 42-
13. The effective use of tight ends
Bob Wilt, who had TD receptions of
18 and 28 yards, and Brian Butts,
who had a TD reception of 15 yards,
rocked the Blue Knights off their
steeds. Terrence Jenkins blocked two
punts and Jay Cook stuffed quarter-
back Andre Scott on a fourth-and-
one situation. Butts, Jenkins and
Mike Charmatz combined for a
safety.

October 15, 2003: Gusty winds
proved to play a double role in the
Raider boys soccer team’s, 1-0, vic-
tory over Cranford in Scotch Plains.
Senior Ryan Breznitsky netted the
game’s only goal. Raider goalkeeper
Bryan Meredith, who finished with
four saves, recorded his ninth shut-
out.

October 15, 2004: Raider Head
Coach Lisa Cerchio’s undefeated, 9-
0, gymnastic squad, led by seniors
Katie Zaleski, Jackie DeJohn, Katie
Breuninger and Natalie Capoccia,
recorded its highest team total by
beating Watchung Hills, 102.98-98.35
in Scotch Plains. Zaleski grabbed all-
around honors accumulating a total
of 35.675 points.

David B. Corbin (October 17, 2001 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY EFFECTIVE WEAPON...Raider Ed Zazzali, No. 8, uses his effective flip
throw in to get the ball into Farmer territory. The Raiders won, 1-0.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
SPF/Union Cath Boys Soccer
Westfield/E. Side Boys Soccer

SPF/Union Football
Westfield/Roselle Cath. Soccer

Westfield/JP Stevens Tennis

County Gymnastics Meet
Tomorrow at WHS’s Gym

The Westfield High School main
gymnasium has been the site of some
legendary athletic events over the past
56 years, although they have usually
involved basketball players or wres-
tlers.

But tomorrow evening, the Union
County Gymnastics Championships
will be coming to town, and it should
an interesting evening. Westfield has
won 11 of the last 14 county champi-
onships, and ninth-year coach Mel-
issa Bryan’s girls will be the heavy
favorite to win their third straight
title. But Cranford could make things
interesting, and there is plenty of in-
dividual talent on several other teams.

Gymnastics has quietly been an
outstanding sport at WHS, since the
sport officially started in 1973 under
coach Randi Hartnett. The first de-
cade was up-and-down, and, at one
point, the program was dropped for
three years (1986-88). But since its
return, under coaches Ellen Kovac
and Bryan, WHS has a 175-41 dual-
meet record, including six sectional
titles, four state runner-up finishes
and four individual state champions.

There have been some outstanding
individuals at WHS, including, among
others, Chrissy Diaz (’86), Aimee
Stout (’92), Christy Tozzo (’92), Sara
Rosenblatt (’93), Dana Fizzell (’94),
Alison Gorski (’95), Jill Smith (’95),
Megan Clarke (’98), Laurie Hogan
(’99), Ashley Flood, Julie Elmuccio
(’99), Lauren Caravello (’02), Jes-
sica Caravello (’02), Stacy Osborn
(’04), Claire MacDonald (’07), along
with current standouts Jenna
Rodrigues, Lacy Cummings and Tira
Chabrier.

(Though WHS has never had an
official boys team, there have been
some outstanding individuals, includ-
ing: Don Baumgartner (’68), a N.J.

Junior Olympic champion on bars;
Reinhart Struzyna (’69), a N.J. Junior
Olympic champion on bars; Mark
Tomalonis (’75), and Dave Surgent
(’95), a 1994 N.J. state champion in
all-around, pommel horse and paral-
lel bars.)

Probably the two best female gym-
nasts to ever walk the halls of WHS
were Laurie Schramm (’77) and Dawn
Vierschilling (’94). Schramm, how-
ever, didn’t compete for WHS, train-
ing full-time at a gym in Kenilworth;
Vierschilling had an outstanding
freshman year, finishing third at the
state championships in the all-around,
before going the club route.

That, of course, is the nature of
sports like gymnastics, tennis and
swimming. But WHS has nonethe-
less managed to be among the state’s
premier programs for the past de-
cade-plus, and has had four individual
state champions – Lauren Caravello
on the bars in 1998 and ’99 and on the
balance beam in 2001, and Lacy
Cummings last fall in the vault.

This year’s team is unbeaten and
won Cranford’s Cougar Invitational
for the third straight year. Rodrigues
has been at a high level all fall, while
Cummings and Chabrier were Cou-
gar winners. Add in Kelsey
Greenberg and Kelly Bohlinger and
the Blue Devils have one of their
deepest squads. In a dual meet win
over SP-F, Bryan’s girls scored a
109.775, less than a point off the
school record.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
The NJSIAA Executive Commit-

tee voted 30-5 in favor of the football
realignment plan last week, meaning
it will go into effect next fall. Barring
appeals by somebody, of course.

That means all the county schools
formerly in the Watchung and Moun-
tain Valley conferences, plus Summit
from the Iron Hills Conference will
now be known as the Union County
Conference. In all sports, there would
be three divisions: Watchung, Moun-
tain and Valley divisions. But since
not all the schools have football teams,
the 17 football-playing schools will
be similarly divided into three divi-
sions, based on size:

WHS will be in a football division
with Elizabeth, Union, Linden,
Plainfield, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. For out-of-division games,
the UCC will match up with equal-
sized schools in the Skyland Confer-
ence, which means Bridgewater-
Raritan and Watchung Hills, along
with two others from among Ridge,
North Hunterdon and (my choice)
Phillipsburg.

For those wondering, WHS’s foot-
ball record against East Side (6-0),
Irvington (12-11-2), Kearny (17-1-1)
and Shabazz (7-4) – the schools that
will be dropped from the schedule –
is a combined 42-16-3.

While they’re tinkering, a growing
number of people would love it if SP-
F and Plainfield could be switched so

the Raiders became WHS’s Thanks-
giving Day opponent and Plainfield
faced Elizabeth that day. And not just
WHS fans! Word is that a lot of folks
who are Raiders Rooters also think
this would be a good idea.

Of course, SP-F vs. Elizabeth
doesn’t quite have the history of WHS-
Plainfield. WHS has faced the Cardi-
nals 103 times, making it one of the
state’s oldest games. But, bottom line,
Plainfield is only WHS’s sports rival
for three hours a year, while SP-F is
our rival for 364 days, 21 hours a year.
The Thanksgiving game, quite often
the final game for both teams and
most of the players, should be against
your archrival.

(And those who think the Thanks-
giving opponent should remain
Plainfield because of the game’s his-
tory and tradition, are you going to
boycott games at the new Yankee
Stadium next year?)

After a bye week, WHS’s football
team takes its 4-0 record to Newark’s
Untermann Field tomorrow, 4 p.m.,
to play East Side for the final time.
The Red Raiders bring a 12-game
losing streak into the game.

This is a take-care-of-business
game for coach Jim DeSarno’s team.
After a nice win over Union, but with
unbeaten Irvington and Elizabeth
coming up next, followed by SP-F,
“looking ahead” would almost be
understandable. But you look ahead,
you get beat, you get injured or you
get embarrassed. It’s difficult to imag-
ine DeSarno and his staff letting that
happen.

THIS AND THAT
The boys soccer team (10-1-1),

which played at archrival SP-F yes-
terday, has been on a nice roll, having
recently shut out Linden (4-0),
Hunterdon Central (0-0), Union (1-
0), East Side (2-0) and Elizabeth (3-
0). The girls have also been near the
top of their game, bringing a 9-1 mark
into yesterday’s SP-F match.

The girls tennis team beat J.P.
Stevens 3-2 last Friday in the
quarterfinals of the North 2 Group 4
tournament, with four of the five
matches going deep into a third set.
Coach Frank Geiger’s team hosted
unbeaten North Hunterdon Tuesday
in the semifinals with the winner play-
ing today for the sectional champion-
ship, likely at top-seeded (but
beatable) Bridgewater-Raritan.

Congrats to the field hockey team,
which knocked off Roselle Park 4-1
in the first round of the county tour-
nament, its first UCT win since 2001.
Sophomore goalie Hannah Purdy has
been exceptional as the Devils stepped
up their level of play recently.

NO GUTS, NO GLORY
This is why Phillipsburg is

Phillipsburg, and everybody else isn’t.
This is why Phillipsburg’s football
team, with the most wins (604) in
state history (WHS is No. 6 with
558), has an aura about it, a persona,
an attitude – despite the fact it has

won just seven state titles and WHS
has won 14.

P’burg had an open date on its
schedule last weekend. So did South
Jersey parochial power St. Joseph of
Hammonton. So P’burg made the call,
and made the two-hour-plus bus ride
to the “Blueberry Capital of New
Jersey” for a noon game against a
team that has won 18 state football
titles. A couple of years ago Bergen
Catholic needed an opening-day op-
ponent. Only one team answered that
call … Phillipsburg.

No guts, no glory. (By the way,
P’burg won both games.)

SMALL WORLD DEPT.
Former WHS athletes Brian

Ciemniecki (WHS ’96) and Marcus
Mattielli (’97) recently became proud
papas (both of daughters), and their
RN at Overlook Hospital was none
other than Debbie Meyer (’71), the
mother of their former WHS baseball
teammate Bob Meyer (’97).

Debbie, whose husband Bill (’67)
coached the Post 3 Legion team for
quite a few years, is the sister of
former WHS quarterback Bud
Mueller (’63), and the aunt of WHS
athletes Chuck (’90), Brian (’90) and
Scott (’96) Mueller.

WUNDERLE KEEPS BUSY
Three triathlons in three days?

Nobody would be crazy enough to do
that, would they? What? Some guy
named Wunderle up in Connecticut?
Oh, that figures.

Yes, Max Wunderle (’88) decided
that competing in the Boston Mara-
thon on April 21 and then finishing a
solid 23rd overall and 10th among
amateurs at the Coeur d’Alene (Idaho)
Ironman on June 22 wasn’t enough to
get his competitive juices flowing
this summer. So the former WHS
swimmer and a couple of buddies
entered the Sandy Beach Triathlon
(Aug. 1), the Block Island Triathlon
(Aug. 2) and the Niantic Bay Sprint
(Aug. 3).

Amazingly, Wunderle managed a
first (Sandy Beach) and a fourth
(Niantic), getting a physical and men-
tal break when the Block Island com-
petition was postponed because of
weather conditions. Worst part of the
weekend was when a jellyfish bit him
in the face during the swimming por-
tion of the Niantic race.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Jenna
Rodrigues. The talented junior gym-
nast dominated the recent Cougar
Invitational with her third straight
all-around title, along with firsts in
balance beam and uneven bars, as
WHS won the team title for the third
straight year.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Jenna Rodrigues

Gymnastics

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/19 1-5PM
Directions: Wychwood Road to Winyah #872

WESTFIELD . . . Weichert, Realtors and Holly Cohen are pleased to re-introduce 872 Winyah Avenue
located in the premier Wychwood enclave of Westfield. This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath
Center Hall Colonial style home beautifully articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with
notable custom amenities for today’s lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch
cabinetry, granite countertops, wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized
family room (21x17) with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets &
elegantly appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed for your
enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in cabinetry, wine
cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to kitchen, guest suite,
generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air, beautifully manicured property
and storybook location. $1,289,000. MLS # 2534082
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CRISCUOLO, WU, MORAWSKI, SIMMONS GRAB WINS

Blue Devil Net Girls Stymie
J.P. Stevens, 3-2, in Sections

ISABELLA SCORES 1ST GOAL, MURPHY SCORES 2ND

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Sting
Newark East Side Boys, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting to the ball first throughout
the entire game and constantly pen-
etrating the box to place unrelenting
pressure on the goalie put the
Westfield High School boys soccer
team in total control in a 2-0 victory
over Newark East Side on the grass
field at Tamaques School in Westfield
on October 8.

“Today was great because playing
on grass is so strange and all our
games have been on turf. It’s a differ-
ent game. The ball doesn’t roll as
well. It actually bounces higher on
this than on the turf,” Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner said.

One week prior to the game, East
Side, now 9-3, had a 9-0 record but
dropped a 2-0 decision to Nutley in
the Essex County Tournament before
bowing to Elizabeth, 1-0.

“We have two of our best players
out. We were 9-0 going into the county
game with Nutley then we lost to
Elizabeth. If we were healthy, we
could have a good game with
Westfield but that’s the way it is,” said
East Side Head Coach Abilio Barros
before the game.

The 9-1-1 Blue Devils out-shot East
Side, 6-1, in the first half but that one
Red Raider shot put goalie Mike
Lessner to the test, which he won by

making a fabulous, diving to his right
save.

“I think it was the best save he has
had all year. It came out of nowhere.
We had dominated everything. They
haven’t had a shot. It was a great

shot,” coach Kapner said of Lessner,
who had two saves en route to his
eighth shutout.

Midfielder Matt Isabella, who usu-
ally sets up plays with his throw-ins

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After splitting sets in four posi-
tions, the Westfield High School girl’s
tennis team advanced to the semifinal
round of the NJSIAA North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament by
ousting J.P. Stevens, 3-2, at Tamaques
Park in Westfield on October 10.

Blue Devil Tara Criscuolo breezed
past Laura Quan at first singles, 6-0,
6-0.

“I wanted to set up, get it in and
make her hit more balls. Then when I
had the opportunity, I would go for
the winner. I was not going out blast-

ing balls. I forced errors out of her
and played smart,” said Criscuolo,
who added, “My favorite shot is fore-
hand. Today my serve was pretty good
and it got me a few points. As to my
service points, I did not have any aces
but my serves pushed her back. She
could not stand too far up in the
court.”

Deborah Wu, at second singles,
defeated Jacklin Wu, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

“Deborah was the last girl out on
the court and she showed true heart in
a match that lasted over three hours.
She knew that the match was up to her
and saved some of the best tennis I
have ever seen her play during the
second and third set. With the whole

team cheering her on, Deborah came
out with a huge win,” said Westfield
Head Coach Frank Geiger.

At third singles, Marilyn Kowalski
lost to Erin Johnson, 4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 4-6.

“The match was very tough. The
girls went back and forth in a real
battle,” said coach Geiger

The second doubles team of Mel-
issa Morowski and Amanda Simmons
proved to be a tough duo, defeating
Missy Baum and Seah Zhang in three
sets, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1.

“We made sure that we were confi-
dent to show that we were strong in
the first set; which was a good begin-

ning. They were getting the ball back
not very hard, so we took advantage
by coming to the net and finishing up
the point. Second set, I think we got a

little overconfident but it was close.
Then in the third set, many times they
would just pop the ball back up and
we were able to put it away quickly at
net,” said Simmons.

“I did a lot of volleying just to put
the point away. In addition, I hit the
volley with hard shots so that they
would get afraid and that gave us a big
advantage,” added Morowski.

Samantha Borr and Morgan
Murphy dropped two of three sets to
Priyanka Deo and Selena Suhail-
Sindhu, 4-6, 6-3, 4-6.

“The girl’s got off to a slow start but
picked up their game in the second

set. Again, it was a real battle and
could have gone to either way,” said
coach Geiger. “All of our girl’s played
really well and I couldn’t be happier
with their performance.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Soccer Raiders Unseat
Blue Knight Boys, 3-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys soccer team unseated
the hosting Blue Knights of Irvington,
3-0, on October 9. Mike Delsordi
fired in a goal and added an assist for
the Raiders, while Joe D’Annunzio
and Matt Greaney each netted a goal.
Anthony Zukofsky recorded his fifth
shutout.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PRESSURE ON EAST SIDE…Center midfielder Matt Isabella, No. 24, and the rest of the Blue Devils
heavily pressured the East Side defense in the 2-0 victory.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POWERING HOME THE WINNING SHOT…Blue Devil Tara Criscuolo proved to be an unstoppable force against J.P.
Stevens at first doubles. Criscuolo easily defeated Laura Quan, 6-0, 6-0.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

MOUNTAINSIDE
SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/19, 1-5PM
OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/19, 1-5PM

SPLIT LEVEL

COLONIAL COLONIAL NEW CONSTRUCTION

$939,000
$949,000

$679,000

$1,199,000 $1,149,900 $1,279,000

Travel along a winding road to arrive at this secluded 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Center Hall
Colonial nestled among mature evergreens, providing the ultimate in privacy. Living Room,
Family Room and Sun Room all flow in an open floor plan...perfect for entertaining or relaxing
in front of the Tennessee rock mantle and raised hearth gas fireplace. The spacious eat-in-
kitchen, remodeled in 2005, features granite countertops, tumbled marble backsplash,
Thomasville cabinetry and center island. Adjoining the kitchen area is a separate pantry, a
powder room and a first floor Laundry Room behind pocket doors. The full finished basement,
with an oak wet bar, second kitchen and separate entrance, makes this space ideal for an in-
law suite or professional office. Directions: Lawrence to Barchester, right on Brookside, right
on Chipmunk Hill #201. MLS # 2587770

Experience the charming appeal of a classic colonial. This 9 Room Custom Home, was built in
2005 –offers 4 bedrooms and 2.5 Baths with a Formal Dining Room, Den and hardwood floors
throughout. The open floor plan features a spacious gourmet kitchen with natural stone &
Travertine backsplash. It is complete with granite countertops, & center island. A Viking
professional 36” stove, Bosch stainless steel dishwasher, GE Profile refrigerator and microwave top
off the kitchen. An adjacent Family Room w/dual wood-burning/gas fireplace is perfect for
entertaining family and friends. Master Bedroom offers walk-in closet & master bath with Jacuzzi-
style tub and stall shower with double vanity. Walk out to a deck overlooking a beautifully
landscaped property. A 2 car attached garage completes this great home. Located in a lovely area
of Scotch Plains it is close to NYC transportation and ~1 mile to downtown Westfield. Directions:
North Ave. to right onto Crestwood bear left at fork #928. MLS # 2547599

This gracious 4 bedroom Split Level home offers a spacious sunlit floor plan enhanced
by quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular .947 acre complete with a
sparkling in-ground pool, just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation and
recreation. MLS # 2537361

6 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial. This notable gem sits high on a knoll overlooking 2.24 acres.
An elegantly appointed home boasting quality architectural details and modern amenities
combined with a light infused floor plan. 9 car oversized garage, 3 fireplaces, partially finished
basement, in-ground pool, eat-in-kitchen, and formal dining room. MLS # 2551346

Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4
Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite
counters, top of the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath
complete the lower level. Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath
includes granite counter, Jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the
second floor. Easily finishable walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large
lot features mahogany front porch and back deck. MLS # 2539319

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Raider Soccer Boys Bombard
Vikings in UCT 1st Round, 5-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Soccer Blue Devil Girls Chill
Roselle Catholic, 4-0, in UCT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Farmer Football Boys Bury
Visiting SP-F Raiders, 49-14

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

it right in the middle. I was in the right
spot,” Szeto said.

Eight minutes into the second half,
McEvoy penetrated the zone and
made the score 3-0 with a six-yard
bullet. “Blake (DeJohn) went down
the side. He did a couple of good
moves, got all the way to the end line
and cut it back. I made my run to the
far post. Greaney let it go through his
legs and I just picked it up from
there,” McEvoy said.

With 20 minutes remaining, Greaney
launched a shot into the upper center
of the net from the top of the box.

“DeJohn gave it to DelPrete. He
played it back (to me) and I put it in,”
Greaney said.

Szeto added the finishing touch

back Mike Ferrara were forced to make
the lion’s share of the tackles.

“They can’t do it all,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We
have to do a better job as a coaching
staff and as a team. When you step on
the field, it’s survival of the fittest. It’s
the law of the jungle. That’s what
football is. The weak and the meek
get eaten alive!”

The 2-2 Farmers plowed away on
the ground with 342 yards rushing,
including six touchdowns, and quar-
terback Dion Nesmith, who had a TD
run of 18 yards, completed five of six
passes in the first half for 162 yards
and one TD. Running back Reginald
Swinney rushed 14 times for 220
yards, including TD runs of 42 and 18
yards. Junior back Isaiah McLean

tacked up 49 yards and TD runs of
three and four yards. Standout wide
receiver Elijah Lee, who had 163
receiving yards against Westfield on
October 4, had three receptions for
125 yards, including a 49-yard TD
reception.

“Elijah, unfortunately, fractured
his collar bone in an intersquad
scrimmage during the summer. He is
an electric player. He’s got a ton of

skills and he is a great addition for us
because we love to run the ball,” said
coach Sheridan. “If teams stuff the
box, we are going to throw to Elijah
and we will hurt you that way. We
played with a lot of underclassmen
last year. We started 0-4. We finished
5-6 and we were hoping that would
springboard us this year. A 1-2 start
was a little disappointing but it’s
good to get this win and hopefully
this will propel us the rest of the
way.”

Senior Ronnie Fields gave the 1-3
Raiders some shining moments on
punt coverage when he stopped
Farmer returner Lee in his tracks
twice, first on the 13-yard line and
second on the eight.

“Ronnie Fields has been busting

his @!! all year. He’s a pleasure to
coach and he takes the special teams
seriously,” coach Ciccotelli said.

The Farmers also had their shining
moments on special teams, especially
from kickoff specialist Chris Ruiz,
who drilled the ball into the end zone
on three occasions.

“Chris does a great job on kickoffs
and puts teams in a difficult situation,
like putting the ball down at the goal
line every time. It puts us in a better
position defensively when the teams
have to drive the length of the field,”
coach Sheridan said.

After Swinney ran in a 42-yard TD
in the first quarter, the Farmers reeled
of four more TDs in the second quar-
ter before the Raiders put together an
eight-play 65-yard drive, which ended
with Taylor’s four-yard TD run with
1:29 left. The Farmers needed only
three plays to respond when Nesmith
pushed in from the one to make the
score 42-7 at the half.

The Farmers added some topping
with another TD drive in the third
quarter. Late in the final quarter, Green
began a drive with a 54-yard sprint
and ended it with his 14-yard TD
gallop.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   7   0   7 14
Union   7 35   7   0 49

the people who are capable of doing
it. It’s a matter of stepping up and
getting it done.”

The roof really caved in for Roselle
Catholic in the second half as three
different Blue Devils penetrated the
Lions’ net. Blue Devil senior Brittany
Cortinhal attacked the Lion defense,
hooked a shot to Costello, who rushed
to greet the ball and nailed it into the
net with 50:11 remaining. A little
more than two minutes later, it was
junior defender Grace Mackenzie,
who dashed through three Lion de-
fenders to wham the ball into the net

to jump the lead to 3-0.
“We spread the field with our for-

wards, had a pretty open middle, so I
cut it in and shot it low into the net,”
Mackenzie said. “Defensively, we’re
really strong. We have Katie Esler,
Briana Goncalves and Julia
Spiridgliozzi with me; that’s a really
solid defense, so it’s hard to get any-
thing past us.”

Not once during that time, were
the Lions successful in crossing into
Westfield territory. The final goal
came when junior midfielder Robyn
Knapp attacked from the right side
and passed the ball to junior forward
Katherine Davidson, who blazed it
into the right side. With mercy, coach
Wertheimer mellowed the assault
somewhat to hold the score at 4-0.

“The second half, we kept posses-
sion and we were doing a better job of
finishing but to Roselle Catholic’s
credit, they played a really tough first
half and did a good job defending. I
think they just got tired and we were
able to wear them down. We cannot
be the tail of two halves. We need to
get the job done in the first half and
give ourselves a little bit of a cushion
rather than that urgency in the second
half,” concluded coach Wertheimer.
Roselle Catholic 0 0 0
Westfield 1 3 4

with 2:58 remaining. “I got a nice
pass from Zach Flanzmann. I took a
shot at the near post and it went in,”
Szeto described.

Greaney, Szeto and McEvoy added
their input about the Raiders’ win-
ning streak. “We started out slowly
but we kept working hard and turned
it around. Coach put D’Annunzio in
the back and me up top,” said Greaney.

“Lots of shooting drills! Lots of
composure we have now. We are just
working hard,” said McEvoy.

“We have been on a roll. Every
game, we are getting more confident.
Things are working out well,” said
Szeto. “Things are looking good!”
Union Catholic 0 0 0
S. Pl.-Fanwood 2 3 5

Union County Tourney
Boys Soccer Results:

FIRST ROUND:
Elizabeth 1, Plainfield 0

Victor Miranda scored on a header
for the second-seeded Minutemen.
Cranford 4, Brearley 2

Ryan Lopes, Pat Hartnett, Pat
Kaskiw and Emerson Pavezzi scored
for the Cougars.
New Providence 2, Rahway 0

Kenny Frino had eight stops for the
10-0-1 Pioneers
Summit 6, Linden 0

Brian Garro and Dan Palma netted
two goals each for the fifth-seeded
Hilltoppers.

FIRST ROUND:
New Providence 7, Brearley 1

Rachel Schlobohm fired in three
goals and Kim Cross had four assists
for the 9-1 Pioneers.
Cranford 3, Governor Livingston 1

Natalie Englese, Jen Folger and
Michells Gargiulo scored for the
Cougars.
Union 3, Kent Place 1

Ogechi Ukaegbu netted two goals
for the Farmers.
Union Catholic 3, Oak Knoll 1

Amanda Dalton, Alyson Guzman
and Vicky Lopes scored goals for the

Vikings.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 8, Rahway 0

Corrine Walker notched two goals
and an assist for the second-seeded
Raiders. Katie Cornacchia, Raychel
Kruper, Delia McGee, Emily
Nagourney, Lauren Rosenthal and
Avika Shah each added a goal.
Summit 9, Elizabeth 0

Mary Kelly hit twice and Rachel
Cohen had a goal and an assist for the
8-2-1 Hilltoppers.
Johnson 3, Linden 0

Rachel Syko scored two goals for
the Crusaders.

Union County Tourney Girls Soccer Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG EVENING OFFENSIVELY…Raider fullback Marcus Green, No. 21, rushed
for 134 yards on nine carries, which included a 14-yard TD run and breakaway
gallops of 40 and 54 yards.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL LADY ON A MISSION…Sophomore forward Samantha Costello,
No. 23, goes airborne in an attempt to stuff the ball in the Lions cage.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen

Call For
More Information!

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . This distinctive classic Colonial style home boasts the very best of old world charm
combined with tasteful quality upgrades and amenities. This home is set on a spectacular 71X176
property on a tranquil tree lined street, just moments from picturesque downtown Westfield shops and
NY transportation. The sunlit spacious floor plan offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Formal Dining Room
with a wood burning fireplace, Den, beautifully finished basement and screened porch. Additional
amenities include Central Air, newer roof, windows, furnace and siding. $715,000. MLS # 2587167

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Marie in,
and she’ll bring results!

Marie Wojcik

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Five year old, 4 Bedroom, 2 full and 2 half Bath, Michael Mahoney Victorian
Colonial, upgraded from original model to meet today’s lifestyle. Custom moldings and hardwood
floors accentuate the open first floor plan. Large gourmet kitchen with 8 foot center island, granite
countertops, maple cabinets, Jenn-Air double ovens, 6 burner countertop range, Fisher Pay-Kel drawer
dishwasher and sliders leading to outside patio. Kitchen opens to Family Room with gas fireplace.
Master Bedroom Suite with sitting area includes walk-in closet, Master Bath with whirlpool tub and
glass enclosed stall shower. 2nd floor laundry. Finished basement with theatre and playroom. Staircase
to full attic, electric & plumbing installed, can be finished for additional room. Close to schools and
NY Transportation. MLS # 2588662

VICTORIAN COLONIAL
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Blue Devil Soccer Boys Sting
Newark East Side Boys, 2-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Living
before

ston
like neverSAVE$110,500ON SELECT UNITS

NEARLY 4,000 SQUARE FEET. PRICED FROM THE UPPER $600’S.
A luxurious home in prestigious Livingston, New Jersey has never been more within your reach. 
Cedar Gate offers 3 and 4-bedroom townhomes in one of the most exclusive, convenient 
locations in the area. You’ll also get a 2- car garage, great schools, and low taxes. In fact, 
you never got this much for this little in Livingston.

44 OLD SHORT HILLS RD., LIVINGSTON, NJ   
SALES CENTER HOURS: FRIDAY-TUESDAY 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM, CLOSED WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY. BROKERS WELCOME.

For more information call 973-992-7904 or visit cedargatelivingston.com

GRAND OPENING! PHASE 2

Westfield PAL D Boys Stop
Richmond Grid Kids, 18-0

Devon Anderson’s tackle in the
backfield on the first series set the
tone for the Westfield “D” football
team’s 18-0, shutout of Richmond
Boro of Staten Island on October 12.
Nick Mele then followed a nice inter-
ception.

Quarterback Chris Boutsikaris’s
offense got great blocking from Ethan
Prevoznak, Erik Swanson, Justin Lin,
Hopper Murray, J.D. Marner, Michael
O’Connor, Liam Heinbokel, Ben

Meltzer, Jared Glassman and Alex
Knepper.

Running back Chris Rinaldi, aided

by Jack Gorelick’s fine block, scored
the first touchdown. With the defense
back on the field, linebackers Parker
Hess, Matt McIlroy and Vin DiFilippo
plugged the holes to stop the Rich-
mond backs. Safeties Will Stern and
Owen Murray also made some nice
stops.

In the second half, Westfield drove
down the field with strong inside runs
by Jack Curry and QB Mele. Full-
backs Chris Cerrachio and Gorelick

provided blocking. Tight end Hopper
Murray had two receptions and
Rinaldi scored his second touchdown
with some nifty cutback moves.

The defensive line continued its
gang-tackling ways, with aggressive
hits by Devin Zrebiec, Matt Macik,
O’Connor, Owen Colwell and J. Mack
Rembisz. Split end Owen Murray
saved his best for last with a 55-yard
end-around touchdown.

Westfield’s defense stuffed Rich-
mond Boro on its final attempt with a
knocked-down pass and a game-end-
ing, foiled reverse by Rembisz, who
also recovered the fumble.

To date, the 3-0-1, Westfield “D”
team also shut out Irvington and Perth
Amboy, and chalked up one tie versus
Millburn.

and corner kicks, took a throw-in
from center midfielder Mike Irving,
broke past an East Side defender and
rapped a sharp right-to-left slant into
the far corner of the net only 2:33 into
the game.

“Mike threw the ball into me. It
went over the defender’s head, so I
was on goal. I tried to keep the ball
low and it went into the corner,”
Isabella said. “We work the corners
first. We are trying to possess and our
increasing possession has led us to
scoring opportunities. Our defense
has been solid. They haven’t given up
any good opportunities and our in-
creasing offense over the last couple
of games has really helped us become
a better team.”

Just before halftime, Blue Devil
senior Kevin Murphy alertly posi-
tioned himself in the right spot at the
right time when Billy Sickle’s throw-
in to the box was received by Tom
McManus, who drilled the ball off
the goalie’s hands. When the ball
rebounded, Murphy tapped it into
the net.

“It was a rebound off a big throw-
in. Tommy hit into the goalie and I
just put it in from there,” said Murphy.
“We are improving a lot on offense.”

The Blue Devils added six more

shots on goal in the second half and
East Side had only one meaningful
shot. Red Raider junior goalie
Ricardo Pinto finished with eight
saves. Blue Devil striker Mike
Forgash nearly added a third goal
when his left-footed bullet shot de-
flected off the far post.

“The really good news is that the
two goals came from people, who
haven’t scored before. That’s big!
The team is really learning but mostly
I’m excited that they handled the dif-
ferent surface. We really controlled
the midfield. My mantra is, ‘see the
ball. Go through the ball’. I don’t care
if they are on offense or defense. We
were getting the second balls,” coach
Kapner said.
East Side 0 0 0
Westfield 2 0 2

Richmond Grid Kids Beat
Westfield PAL A, 22-16

Despite the strong efforts, the
Westfield PAL A football team
dropped a 22-16 battle to Richmond
Boro on October 12. Richmond Boro
pulled ahead in the fourth quarter and
the clock ran out on Westfield’s at-
tempt to take back the lead.

Quarterback Christian Burgdorf
moved the ball downfield early on
with the strong rushing efforts of
Nick Rotondo, Frank Pinho and
Brian Githens. Rotondo rushed over
45 yards and converted a short pass
into a 20-yard gain. Pinho added
nearly 40 yards and completed four
first downs. Githens showed strength,
offensively and defensively with
nearly 20-yards rushing and a key
interception in the first half. His kick-
ing of two extra points added a new

dimension to his game.
Charlie Callinan, Brenton Harries,

Ryan Esposito and Michael Fitzhenry
led in tackling. Callinan pressured
the quarterback, added a sack and
recovered a fumble. Safety Liam
Collins limited the long pass comple-
tions of the Richmond Boro team.
Tim Walsh added a few long punts for
the special teams, helping with
Westfields’s field position.

Receivers Matt Webb and Brett
Glenn stepped it up with diving
catches and all-out efforts. Webb
completed a 27-yard pass for
Westfield’s first touchdown and
forced his way toward the goal to
position Westfield at the one-
yardline. Burgdorf rushed for the
touchdown on the next play.

MAKING A GREAT CATCH…Westfield PAL A football team receiver Matt
Webb lunges for a first down after making a great catch against Richmond Boro
at Kehler Stadium.

Blue Devil Boys Rap
Soccer Minutemen, 3-0

The Westfield High School boys
soccer team rolled over the hosting
Elizabeth Minutemen, 3-0, on Octo-
ber 13. Mike Irving netted a pair of
goals, the first after a corner kick
from Vlad Bouchouev. Tom
McManus, on an assist from Todd
Saunders, scored a goal.

FH Blue Devils Stop
Cranford Cougars, 1-0
The Westfield High School field

hockey team got a first-half goal from
Julia Conroy to stop the Cranford
Cougars, 1-0, in Westfield on Octo-
ber 10. Goalie Hannah Purdy made
seven stops for her third straight shut-
out for the 4-6-2 Blue Devils.

WH Warriors Defeat
Blue Devils in V’ball
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team dropped a tough, 25-
13, 23-25, 25-20, match to 8-5
Watchung Hills on October 10. Grace
Antonelli had 15 digs, Jennifer Dilzell
notched six kills, Katherine Payne
had 15 digs and four kills and Jessica
Thompson had 12 digs, three aces
and three kills for the Blue Devils.

Cougar V’ballers Beat
Raiders, 25-7, 25-14

The Cranford High School girls
volleyball team upped its record to
13-1 with a 25-7, 25-14, victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on October
13. Chelsea Hoeffler had 13 kills for
the Cougars. Kristin Betau had 12
digs, two blocks and two kills for the
Raiders, while Kim Shelus had 14
digs and Becky Brand had three kills
and two aces.

Soccer Blue Devils Rip
Lady Minutemen, 7-0
Katherine Davidson and Taylor

Manetti netted two goal apiece as the
No. 12 Westfield High School girl
soccer team shutout visiting Eliza-
beth, 7-0, on October 13. Tara Handza
had a goal and three assists, while
Rebecca Kape and Natalie Morrison
each added a goal.

Local Boys/Girls High School Results:

Viking V’ballers Top
Lady Blue Devils

The 11-4 Union Catholic High
School girls volleyball team needed
three games to top the Blue Devils,
21-25, 25-22, 25-16, on October 13.
Julie Monroy and Gerianna Pinto
notched eight and seven kills, respec-
tively, for the Vikings. Katherine
Payne had 14 digs and four kills,
Jessica Thompson had eight digs and
six kills, and Gabby Jakub had five
kills and three blocks.

Soccer Raiders Tame
Lady Tigers, 8-0

The No. 17 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team tamed
the hosting Linden Tigers, 8-0, on
October 13. Morgan Burke ripped in
a pair of goals and added an assist.
Sarah Canfield, Katie Cornacchia and
Avika Shah each netted a goal and an
assist, while Hailey Cornwell, Sheryl
Markovits and Delia McGee each
added a goal. Sarah Vanbuskirk had
three assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING IT DOWNFIELD…Center midfielder Mike Irving, No. 7, heads the
ball downfield against the Red Raiders.

GETTING A BIG WIN…The Westfield PAL D grid kids shut out Richmond
Boro, Staten Island, 18-0, on October 12. The D team also shut out Irvington and
Perth Amboy, and tied Millburn.

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

WESTFIELD . . . This artful renovation of an early 20th century Bungalow melds period details, warm colors,
high ceilings and a well-conceived open floor plan. The result is informal and comfortable, it feels just right! The
recently updated Kitchen with beautiful maple cabinetry & granite countertops will turn everyday entertaining
into events to remember. This 3 Bedroom Cottage is conveniently situated, just a stone’s throw away from
shopping, restaurants and the train to NYC.

Call Faith to arrange for your personal tour. With 3 Bedrooms & 2 Full Baths in this
location, this is smart move at: $499,900.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 19th  1-4PM • 923 Grandview Avenue
WESTFIELD . . . Move right in to this Classic 2 Bedroom Colonial. Lovingly maintained and boasting numerous
updates, this wonderful home has it all! The renovated Kitchen boasts extensive cherry cabinetry. The elegant
Dining Room features a handsome hand hewn built-in corner cabinet and gleaming hardwood floors. A
beautiful Fireplace is the focal point of the charming Living Room. Once you see it, you’ll want to own it!

Located in the charming Manor Park section of Westfield, this home is priced to sell
this weekend. Don’t wait for the price of homes to go back up! Take advantage of the

current market: $400,000.
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WTA MEN’S DOUBLES CHAMPS…Doug Loffredo and Peter Magierski won
the Westfield Tennis Association Men’s Doubles regular-season championship on
October 8 in a 7-5, 2-6, 6-4 victory over Rich Pardo and Weldon Chin. The pair
won all eight of their regular season matches. Loffredo, left, and Magierski display
their first place honors.

WTA MEN’S MASTERS CHAMPS…John Mancini, left, defeated Jim Oslislo,
right, in a three set match to claim his third straight WTA Men’s Masters
Championship.

Atlantic Arsenal Wins Two
Hoops Games in Memphis

The Atlantic Arsenal Basketball
Club, based in Westfield, competed
in the AAU U13 Nationals in Mem-
phis, Tenn. this past summer. It was
the first Nationals appearance for
this team, and the 10th for the club.
The Arsenal won two games, which
was a club best for their first AAU
Nationals.

In the first victory, the Arsenal ral-
lied from an eight-point third-quarter
deficit to defeat the Middlesex Magic
from Massachusetts. Reid Harrison
scored 13 of his team high 17 points
in the second half, including 5-for-6
free throws in the final two minutes.
Dylan Hoski posted a double-double
with 15 points and 15 rebounds. Pat
Skowronski led the Arsenal in steals

with four and grabbed six rebounds.
Quinn Dursee netted two points, while
Keegan Hess added three. Steven
Weidlich supplied two assists, two
rebounds, two steals and two points.
Jon Pou pumped in eight points.

The Arsenal captured their second
game with a convincing win over the
Brentwood Bandits from Tennessee.
Eric Adams poured in eight of his 11
points in the second quarter. Harrison
scored 23 points. Brian Fitzpatrick
scored all five of his points in the
fourth quarter. Weidlich muscled in
for five rebounds and seven points.
Hoski exploded for 13 rebounds and
eight points. Kyle Jones contributed a
rebound and a basket. Charlie Callinan
handed out two assists.

Jessica Bender Excels
At Conn. College Tennis

NEW LONDON, CONN – Jessica
Bender, a 2006 graduate of Westfield
High School and a junior on the Con-
necticut College women’s tennis
team, has been a starter in the rotation
in each of her three years with the
Camel program. Bender is majoring
in anthropology and architectural
studies.

In a match against Mount Holyoke
on September 24, Bender teamed up
with Andrea Soriano of Warren, N.J.
in an 8-4 victory at second doubles.
Bender made tremendous strides in
her sophomore season, competing
between second and third singles.
She led the Camels to an 8-1 victory
against New England Small College
Athletic Conference rival Colby Col-
lege last April 6.

Fabiano, Weber Nominated for Academic Honors
Juniors Marc Fabiano and Colin

Weber, both Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of
2006, have been nominated for the
2008 ESPN the Magazine Aca-
demic All-District Football Team

for their excellence in the class-
room and on the playing field. A
year ago, Fabiano was named to
the First Team All-District and
moved onto the national ballot, but
did not earn national honors.

Westfield PAL Wrestling, which
focuses on learning the fundamentals
of wrestling, instilling solid values
and having fun, will be sponsoring
the following programs:
Beginning Wrestling (K-Grade 2)
Wrestlers are taught the basics of the
sport with emphasis on skill develop-
ment and safety rather than competi-
tion.
Central Jersey League White (Grades
2-6)
Wrestlers focus on the basic fundamen-
tals and will prepare for competitive
matches.

Central Jersey League Blue (Grades 2-6)
Experienced wrestlers participate in a
competitive, 16 match schedule.
NJGSL Traveling Team (Grades 6-8)
Wrestlers compete in the New Jersey
Grade School League, the premier
league for competition in New Jersey.

To avoid a late fee, register by
November 3. Practices begin the
week of November 10. Please visit
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com to
download your form. Any ques-
tions, please email
westfieldpalwrestling@gmail.com

WF PAL Wrestling Taking Applications

John Mancini defeated Jim Oslislo
in a grueling three set match on Octo-
ber 3, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, to achieve a
“Three Peat” but he has a long way to
go before he catches Irwin Bernstein`s
six Westfield Tennis Association
(WTA) Men’s Masters Champion-
ships and Mike McGlynn’s five. Oth-
ers with multiple WTA masters wins
include Robert Errazo, Elvin Hoel
and Bill Ritter.

Mancini defeated Don Dohm in
the quarterfinals, 8-1, and Joe
Donnolo 8-1 in the semis. Donnolo
bested Chris Wendel, 8-6, in the
quarterfinals. After earning a bye in
the quarters for winning the regular

season, Oslislo edged Mike McGlynn,
8-6, in the semis. Earlier McGlynn
defeated Peter Lee, 8-3 in the quar-
ters. Chris Wendel was winner of the
most active player with 22 matches,
followed by McGlynn and Donnolo
with 15.

FINAL STANDINGS:
1. John Mancini (9)
2. Jim Oslislo (11)
3. Joe Donnolo (15)
4. Mike McGlynn (15)
5. Peter Lee (12)
6. Chris Wendel (22)
7. Don Dohm (8)
8. Henry Williams (7)
9. Brian Greenfield (1)
( ) Regular-season games

Mancini Defends WTA Men’s Masters Crown

BREAKING INTO THE OPEN…Westfield PAL C team’s Theo Brunson, No. 12,
breaks a run against Richmond Boro, with the blocking provided by Jack
Bunting, No. 80.

Theo Brunson scored three touch-
downs to lead the Westfield PAL C
football team over Richmond Boro,
20-0, on October 12.

Led by quarterback Colin Dursee,
Westfield marched down the field
on the first possession, culminating
in a five-yard Brunson touchdown.
After strong tackling from Andrew
Malacrae, Jack Simcox, Harry
Williamson, Connor Santangelo and
Luke Prybylski, the offense went
back to work with Brunson ripping

off 65 yards for the score. Brunson
ran in the extra point.

After long drive by Richmond
Boro, Sean Elliot pounced on a
fumbled handoff, giving the ball
back to Westfield. Brunson, with
great blocking from Elliott, Nick
Costa, Andrew Githens,
Williamson, James Brucia and Ryan
Harrington, electrified the crowd
with an 85-yard touchdown run.
Matt Catanzaro converted the extra
point.

WF PAL C Blanks Richmond Boro, 20-0

Jessica Bender

WF PAL C Defeats
Belleville C, 20-12

On October 7 in Belleville, the
Westfield PAL C football team handed
the hosts a 20-12 defeat. Danny
Mitchell passed and ran Westfield to
the victory.

Theo Brunson began with a five-
yard touchdown run. Mitchell ran in
the extra point. Jack Simcox went
nine tough yards for the second score,
behind the blocking of Andrew
Malacrae. Brunson ran in the extra
point. Mitchell scored the final touch-
down on a 65-yards sprint.

Colin Dursee caught two passes
for 35 yards. Joe Johnston, Ty
Harrington-Lee, John Fuller and Sean
Moore ran for first downs. Defen-
sively, Jake Maher made numerous
tackles. Casey Haviland, Brendan
Curry, Liam Boland, Zach Nitti, Ryan
Harrington and Luke Prybylski con-
tributed fine tackles.

ATLANTIC ARSENAL…The Atlantic Arsenal U13 basketball team won two
games at the AAU Nationals in Memphis, Tenn. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom
row; Keegan Hess, Steven Weidlich, Eric Adams, Brian Fitzpatrick and Quinn
Dursee; middle row, Jonathan Pou, Charlie Callinan, Dylan Hoski, Patrick
Skowronski, Reid Harrison and Kyle Jones; top row, Coaches Mike Fitzpatrick
and Mark Cleere.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Open House: Sunday, October 19th 1-4PM • 808 Lawrence Ave.

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd

flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $2,995,000.  WSF0065

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD $849,000 WESTFIELD $899,000 CRANFORD $625,000 WATCHUNG $625,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $575,000 WESTFIELD $1,800,000

Spacious Victorian on 1/3 acre offers 12 rooms and
includes 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths and is close to town
and train.  Features new windows throughout, newer
Butler’s pantry, powder room and Kitchen with stain-
less steel appliances and Corian counters, updated
electric and large wrap-around porch.

Wonderful center hall Colonial is very spacious with
lots of closets and storage, 5 Bedrooms, Family Room
with wood-burning fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen with
center island, 3.5 baths, 1st floor in-law suite, deck,
fenced rear yard and is well maintained.

Sophisticated English Colonial exudes Southern
charm.  This very special home with 8 rooms, 3 Bed-
rooms and 2.5 baths also boasts oak floors, archways,
built-ins, wainscoting, 2-story Family Room and Mas-
ter Bedroom addition.  Also includes gas lights, pe-
rennial gardens, patio and pergola.

Gracious and spacious true one floor living with a
great floor plan.  Includes a foyer, Living Room with
stone fireplace and built-in bookcases, Formal Din-
ing Room, 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, is in great condi-
tion with many recent improvements.

Lovely Colonial has quality that meets the eye. Home
offers 10 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Euro-
pean style lavatories, custom wood trim, gourmet
Kitchen, option to finish basement and is profession-
ally landscaped.  Construction and features are out-
standing.

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,000
Situated on a .36 acre lot at the end of a cul de sac
in the lovely Parkwood section, this 9 room Split
Level offers many updates including Kitchen, 2
baths, windows, roof, inviting first floor Family
Room with skylights and much more.

Well-maintained Split Level home has a Colonial feel
and charm.  Offers 9 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms,
3 baths, 1st floor Family Room, beautiful wood floors,
moldings, wood-burning fireplace in Living Room and
is convenient to NYC and major roads.

WESTFIELD $1,499,000
Wonderful to-be-built Colonial offers 4,200 square
feet and is an excellent value for this top Westfield
location.  Home will have finest detail work and will
have a 1st floor au pair suite and 5 upstairs Bedrooms.
Also includes a finished basement.

David Ackerman
• Top Units & Dollar Volume Month of September
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

David Ackerman
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite David in, and he’ll bring results!
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

CARPENTER

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

732-381-3463

98% Dust Free

KITCHEN CABINET
RESTORATION

Repairs & Installations

732-790-0939

No Mess Left Behind
Licensed & Insured

Harmony Wood Renewal LLC

WOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

C
LA

SS
IC

 C
O

N
ST

RU
C

TI
O

N

908 233 6161
www.classicconstructionservice.com

No Job is Too Small or Too Big

MASONRY

REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Porches • Steps

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242

40 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Marigliano

Cell: 732-421-0033

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE

NORTH EDISON
WESTGATE TWO
ON LINDA LANE

SAT. 10/18 & SUN.10/19
9:00 AM - 3:00PM

OLD & NEW ITEMS

RENTAL -  SEASIDE PARK, NJ

Year round rental - 1 block to
Ocean, 1 block to Bay, steps from
marina, totally refurbished inside,
3 BR, 2 Full Baths, LR, EIK, new
a p p l i a n c e s / k i t c h e n / b a t h s
hardwood flooring, short ride to
train in Bayhead $2200 per month
plus utilities (908) 654-0919

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP
FOR STATE FARM

INSURANCE AGENCY
IN MOUNTAINSIDE

This position requires excellent
People, Telephone & Computer
skills. PC license preferred but
willing to train right person.

For consideration,
email or fax resume:

(908) 233-6655
gene.lord.bug3@statefarm.com

************

************

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT

Ground floor three room office
suite in Scotch Plains currently
occupied by attorney. Ideal for
1-3 people looking for quiet work
space. $995.00 per month, in-
cludes telephone and Internet. Call
Joe at (908) 296-2142 for details.

210 Haven Avenue

STORE/OFFICE FOR RENT

Garwood - Prime North Ave
Location 1600 sq ft with plenty of
parking. Across from train station.
$20/ft modified gross lease.

Call (917) 692-1819

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available December 1, 2008

$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman looking for
houses to clean.

Good Experience & References
(908) 687-9604
(908) 494-7218

PIANO

Free Piano!!!!!
Free upright piano,

you move it.
Call (908) 654-6909

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Looking for childcare in my
Westfield home for two children
ages 3 and 5. Must have driver’s
lic. looking for one day a week
from approx. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
references and background check
required. A Nanny share welcome.
Please call: (908) 397-5308.

Great Income Potential.
Set your own days & hours.
Arbonne is a Health and
Wellness Company looking for
new consultants. Arbonne offers
an exceptional opportunity to
earn a highly lucrative income,
while enjoying the benefits of
running a home based business.
If you are interested in hearing
about the Arbonne opportunity,

Please call
Area Manager, Danielle
(732) 213-4710 or email

danielle.marino@hotmail.com

MAKE MONEY FROM HOME

POTTERY BARN BEDS -ARMOIRE

Two antique white pottery barn
twin beds, $250 each.

One matching armoire, $225.
Please call (908) 233-4940

OFFICE SPACE TO SHARE

Sensational office. Sunny, Private,
2nd fl office in downtown
Westfield. All utilities, copier, fax,
Internet & conf. room to share
included. One block from NYC
transit. $550/mo. (908) 967-4961

MONICA CLEANING LADY

Polish girl looking for more houses
to clean. Own transportation,
excellent references, 8 years
experience. Good prices. Free
estimate. Call (908) 494-2347

HOMEWORK, LET ME HELP

READING & WRITING
support for students in

grade 1-3 by qualified teacher.
Please call (908) 723-3539

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

MEDICAL BILLING

Westfield area medical billing
company seeks motivated
individual for data entry and other
general office duties. Fax resume
to Paul at (908) 317-6896 or
email paulb740@cs.com

SPF PTA to Host Fall
Educational Forum

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council will
hold its Fall Educational Forum on
Monday, October 20, at 7:30 p.m., in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School auditorium, located at 667
Westfield Road.

Those attending will hear “Cut the
Clutter and Store the Stuff,” a lecture
by Jamie Novak, who inspires people
to live a “clutter-free existence.”

Featured on HGTV’s “Mission
Organization,” Ms. Novak gives hints
for storing school projects and sup-
plies, works of art created by children
and everyday items, so a home be-
comes a safe and “clutter-free” envi-
ronment. After the presentation, there
will be an open question-and-answer
session.

For more on Ms. Novak, visit
jamienovak.com/.

All are welcome to this free pre-
sentation and are invited to bring
friends.

For more information, contact
Karen Kulikowski, PTA Council vice
president, at ptacruiser@yahoo.com.

Reeve House to Be Open
During ‘Four Centuries’

WESTFIELD – During Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” event this Saturday and Sunday,
October 18 and 19, area residents are
invited to stop by the Reeve House,
located at 314 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, along with the Miller-Cory
House Museum at 614 Mountain
Avenue. Miller-Cory is an officially
designated site on the tour.

The Reeve House History Center,
owned by the Westfield Historical
Society, will serve refreshments be-
tween noon and 5 p.m. both days and
have a fundraiser plant sale.

The fundraising campaign is un-
derway for the rehabilitation and res-
toration of the Italianate-style 1875
residence and the addition of an ar-
chives building on 1.62 acres adja-
cent to Mindowaskin Park.

The Reeve property will become a
new history and cultural center for

the community and be a permanent
home for the Westfield Historical
Society museum and extensive col-
lection of archives. Founded in 1968,
the Westfield Historical Society is a
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.

An addition of a carriage house
linked to the original house is being
planned for handicapped accessibil-
ity and a humidity and temperature
controlled environment for the more
delicate archives. A link to the gar-
dens of the house with Mindowaskin
Park also is being contemplated.

Tax-deductible contributions to this
cause may be sent to: Westfield His-
torical Society, P. O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. To volunteer,
call the Westfield Historical Society
at (908) 654-1794 or e-mail
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

PAST AND PRESENT…The Reeve House, built in 1875, is pictured above in a
photograph taken in the early 1900s. Located at 314 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, it will be open from noon to 5 p.m. this Saturday and Sunday, October
18 and 19, with refreshments and a plant sale.

Lions Club Announces
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will hold a Pan-
cake Breakfast on Sunday, October
26, from 8 a.m. to noon at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at Jerusa-
lem Road and Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will include pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage, along with juice, coffee, tea
and milk. The cost is $6; children
under age 6 may attend for free.

Tickets can be purchased at the
door or in advance from a Lions Club
member. The event is one of multiple
fundraisers held by this Lions Club,
the proceeds of which are distributed
to local charities and community ac-
tivities, with a primary focus on area
organizations that serve the blind and
visually impaired.

For more information on the break-
fast or purchasing tickets, call Pan-
cake Breakfast Chairman Ron Kelly
at (908) 753-8218.

Weekend Consignment Sale
To Benefit Mothers’ Center
AREA – The Mothers’ Center of

Central New Jersey will hold its semi-
annual consignment sale on Satur-
day, October 18, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and a new half-price sale on Sunday,
October 19, from noon to 2 p.m. The
event will be held at the Casano Com-
munity Center, located at 314 Chest-
nut Avenue in Roselle Park.

The sale will feature gently used
children’s fall and winter clothing in
sizes from newborn to children’s 12.
Other merchandise will include
children’s toys, videos and books,
sports equipment and bicycles, Hal-
loween costumes, strollers and other
baby equipment. Items will be avail-
able for less than retail prices.

The sale is cash only, and no stroll-
ers will be admitted. Proceeds will
benefit the Mothers’ Center of Cen-
tral New Jersey, a non-profit, non-
sectarian organization that provides
friendship, education, outreach and

support to all parents across Central
New Jersey.

Now in its 30th year, the group
offers daytime and evening discus-
sion and craft groups, book clubs,
morning and afternoon playgroups,
library and referral resources and spe-
cial events. On-site babysitting is
available for most daytime activities.

New members are welcome at any
time. The next group session will begin
on Monday, October 20, at 9:30 a.m. at
the Garwood Presbyterian Church. For
more details, call (908) 561-1751 or
visit the Mothers’ Center website,
westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

Borough Announces
Halloween House Event

GARWOOD – The Borough of
Garwood will hold its annual Hal-
loween House/Fall Decorating Con-
test. Judging will take place on the
nights of Saturday and Sunday, Octo-
ber 25 and 26.

Prizes will be awarded for “The
Scariest,” “Festifall” and “Most
Unique,” along with the “Honoraboo”
mention. Gift certificates will be pre-
sented to winners the following week.

Museum to Participate
In ‘Four Centuries’

AREA – The Roselle Park Mu-
seum, located at 9 West Grant Av-
enue, will participate in Union
County’s annual “Four Centuries in
a Weekend” festivities.

Historical sites throughout Union
County will hold a weekend-long
open house for visitors. The Roselle
Park Museum will be open on Satur-
day, October 18, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, October 19, from
noon to 5 p.m.

The museum will offer two exhib-
its related to this election year. One,
“Political Memorabilia,” will fea-
ture relics of past campaigns for may-
ors, councilmen, governors and
presidents. The other exhibit will be
on “Presidents and Their Wives.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-894
amending (Resolution No. 2007-622)
AWARDED TO: Richard A. Alaimo

Engineering Company, East Hanover,
New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide additional con-
struction administration and inspection
services for the replacement of the Central
Avenue Bridge over the Passaic River
New Providence (Bi-County Bridge with
Morris County)

COSTS: in the amount of $21,417 for a
new contract amount of $154,392.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2008-883
AWARED TO: The Hartford Insurance

Company, Rockaway, New Jersey
SERVICE: Renewing the Bond for John

Voytac
PERIOD: October 1, 2008- September

30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$350. (No increase)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

EYE ON THE GOLD…Claire Butler of Mountainside, a 40-year realtor with
Century 21 in Westfield, recently won her 18th gold medal in archery in the New
Jersey State Senior Olympics, shooting 90 arrows at 180, 150 and 120 feet. Held in
Woodbridge on September 12, 13 and 14, the games drew over 500 participants ages
50 and older. Ms. Butler has taken part in the New Jersey State Senior Olympics since
1984, and also has won 10 gold medals since 1989 in the National Senior Olympics,
which are held every two years. The next national event takes place in San Francisco.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-876
AWARD TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: to implement an employee

401 (a) plan to provide benefits to County
employees not covered under the Public
Employee Retirement System (PERS)

Period: July 1, 2008- June 30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$174,426 (Federal funding: $174,426)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Least Expensive Solution for Kids
Hangouts is County Funding

After reading The Westfield Leader’s
October 9 front-page article detailing
downtown Westfield’s crowd control
problem, I sympathize with Ms.
Augustine’s plight.

I am a young adult in my 20s. In the
past three or so years, I spent more than a
few nights hanging out behind Starbucks
in Westfield. I do have to admit that this
problem has gotten out of hand. In Sep-
tember of 2006, the police blotter section
wrote about a man (whom I know person-
ally) having been arrested for possession
of a stun gun in the parking lot behind
Starbucks. I agree that local government
needs to take more effective measures in
neutralizing this problem. It’s now two
years later and things haven’t gotten any
better; at this rate, I wouldn’t be the least
bit surprised if I heard about somebody
getting shot and killed back there.

When I was in high school, I used to
frequent The Internet Lounge in Fanwood
(which is now closed) where I met a lot of
the people Ms. Augustine is presumably
referring to in the article. I remember
clear as day the night The Internet Lounge
closed. I was enjoying the last precious
minutes of its existence with my friends,
discussing how once The Lounge closes,
everybody who regularly hung out there
will instead do so at the Starbucks in
Westfield. As it turned out, that is exactly
what happened.

One by one, hangouts for teens and
young adults are being shut down, forc-
ing the people who frequented those es-
tablishments to move their business else-
where. With only Westfield Starbucks
now handling the crowd once shared with
The Internet Lounge, Hamilton Street
Café in Bound Brook and other busi-
nesses, it is only natural that chaos will
eventually erupt from all these bored,
restless young personalities concentrated
in one place on a regular basis.

When problems finally do arise, the
police will get involved, and somewhere
along the line the businesses will be fined,
charged or sued, causing them to lose
money. If this happens often enough, they

will close and the kids will move some-
where else, to some other town and the
cycle will repeat itself.

The municipalities are handling this
situation with the same efficiency and
tact as someone chasing after wasps; one-
by-one with a bazooka. This just isn’t
going to work. The economic and social
collateral damage will kill these towns,
hurt business owners, anger taxpayers,
and worst of all, teach these young people
— our nation’s future — to resent and
disrespect authority and distrust govern-
ment and law enforcement. It’s just not
fair to anyone.

Don’t get me wrong though, I do think
these kids are creating a problem, but this
isn’t the way to solve it. As ironic as this
sounds, in order to solve the problem,
municipalities need to encourage and fos-
ter the growth of more places like The
Internet Lounge and activities for teens
for the hours outside of school and work.

Imagine if The Internet Lounge was
funded by Union County residents’ tax
dollars. Not only would The Lounge still
be in business, but the county would have
say over what goes on — use that influ-
ence to provide safe and positive events
for teens instead of having kids just stand
outside the back of The Lounge smoking
like they used to do.

This isn’t such a radical and expensive
idea. It costs taxpayers money to deal
with this problem the way its being dealt
with now. It actually costs more money in
the long run by perpetuating the problem
and killing commerce. So why can’t our
Union County government just allocate
that same money towards a more progres-
sive and reasonable solution? Our tax
dollars go to more ridiculous things as it
is now. A new place like this could be
used by all citizens, not just the youth. I
remember there were a good number of
older adults — people in their 30s, 40s,
50s — who hung out at The Lounge in the
evenings, just like some people choose to
hang out at bars.

Thomas Fortunato
Scotch Plains

What Time Is It on
The National Debt Clock?

While visiting New York City, go to
Avenue of the Americas at 43rd Street
and look north and slightly up to the left.
There at Building No. 1133 you will see
the National Debt Clock. Originally placed
there by New York real estate developer
Seymour Durst, in 1989, it keeps tabs on
the national debt.

Due to recent events causing the na-
tional debt to exceed $10 trillion, the
clock ran out of digits. The dollar sign had
to be removed to make way for the nu-
meral 1. At that figure, the national debt
exceeds $33,000 for every man, woman
and child in this country — or $133,000
for a family of four. What the national
debt clock does not measure, and what
nobody is talking about yet, are the un-
funded federal liabilities we face in 32
years if we do not change course.

That figure is a staggering $53 trillion
and growing; i.e., $177,000 in today’s
dollars for every man, woman and child
— or $707,000 for a family of four. The

American economy will simply collapse
and take your children, grandchildren,
and the world down with it. Today’s
problems pale in comparison.

A non-solution to that problem is for
the federal government to print money
and take us the way of the Confederacy
and the Weimar Republic. In the absence
of a true solution, this is what probably
will happen. A true solution is to change
our tax policy to encourage saving and
promote economic growth.

There is a bill in Congress to accom-
plish precisely those goals – the Fair Tax
Act, HR.25. and S.1025. For more infor-
mation, go to FairTax.org. Learn about it,
contact your local leaders and work with
them to get your representative in Con-
gress to co-sponsor the bill.

Jim Bennett
Summit

NJ Co-Director,
Americans for Fair Taxation

Students Question State Court Ruling
On Restraining Order Evidence

We wanted to bring attention back to a
judgment made by Superior Court Judge
Schultz during the Crespo v. Crespo hear-
ing in June. He deemed restraining orders
unconstitutional on the basis that there is
no due process and there is a need for
clear and convincing evidence.

Clear and convincing evidence has an
expectation of more proof than most would
be able to provide, especially in a case of
stalking. As it stands now, a preponder-
ance of evidence is enough to obtain a
restraining order. The ruling disregards
the idea that restraining orders are pre-
ventative and protective rather than puni-
tive.

The Attorney General is now in the
process of appealing this ruling to the
Supreme Court of New Jersey. An appeal
to this judgment is a must because it
threatens the only measure that can be
taken to protect an individual experienc-
ing domestic violence, stalking or sexual
abuse.

One can argue that this measure is not
always effective, nor always fair to an
innocent party, but for now it is all we
have. Out of sight, out of mind is the
problem currently facing this issue, as the
focus has shifted to more immediate is-
sues facing the American society as a
whole. As social work students, it is our
purpose to bring attention back to an issue
that needs wholehearted support on the
part of the people of New Jersey.

If this issue falls by the wayside and the
judgment is upheld, it threatens any
individual’s right for security and
wellbeing. Without the collective voice
of the people, our rights can easily disap-
pear without our knowledge.

We encourage your readers to write
letters to members of the Supreme Court,
as well as our state representatives, in
order to bring light to the issue.

Bridget Melnyk
Mountainside
Dana Epstein

Fair Lawn

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2008 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIP-
MENT USED IN THE COLLECTION OF
LEAVES FROM THE STREETS, WALK-
WAYS, AND PARKING LOTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.

EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON AN
HOURLY BASIS WITH OPERATOR, OR
AN ELAPSED TIME BASIS, WITHOUT
OPERATOR, INCLUDES TRACTOR
TRAILERS, DUMP TRUCKS, AND RUB-
BER TIRED FRONT END LOADERS.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT.   (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CER-
TIFICATE STATING THAT SAID SURETY
COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BID-
DER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFOR-
MANCE BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT
OF THE CONTRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
22), BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT
AND A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICA-
TION STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RE-
SERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY
INFORMALITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF
THE TOWN, IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE
TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $60.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolution at its May 12, 2008 meeting
for the following applications heard at its
April 14, 2008 meeting:

 David Barbosa, 400-402 East Dudley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a deck contrary to Sections
12.04G, 12.04F1, 12.04F2, 11.08E5,
11.08E6, and 19.03A of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
all improvement coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 59.6%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% without deck,
22% with deck. Proposed is 41% without
deck, 45.2% with deck. Ordinance requires
a street side yard setback of 20 feet.
Proposed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance requires a
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
4 feet. Ordinance does not allow expan-
sion of a structure that is non-conforming
because of use. Permitted is a single fam-
ily dwelling. Present is a two family dwell-
ing. Proposed is constructing a rear deck
on a two family dwelling.

Application approved with conditions.
Kathleen A. Nemeth

Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-893
amending (Resolution No. 455-2006)
AWARDED TO: The PMK Group,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the modification and

replacement of the Automatic Tempera-
ture Control System (ATC) at the Oriscello
Correctional Facility

COSTS: for an additional amount of
$17,500 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $167,500

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-884
amending (Resolution No. 2006-952)
AWARDED TO: PMK Group,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to conduct an additional

groundwater investigation at the Esposito
Property, Clark, New Jersey in conjunc-
tion with Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$45,620 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $109,355

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-879
AWARDED TO: Cartegraph Systems

Inc., Dubuque, Iowa
SERVICES: for the upgrade of propri-

etary cartegraph software to include all
licensing, professional services, mainte-
nance and support for a five (5) year

PERIOD: October 1, 2008-September
30, 2013

COSTS: in the amount of $182,100
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Perhaps Westfield Should Ban
Gas-Powered Blowers and Mowers

I know of no one who has not been
bothered at one time or another by the din
of gas powered leaf blowers or the clouds
of allergen-laden dust kicked up by these
wind machines. Some say that to buy
these machines for personal use or the
cost of landscapers’ help are a necessary
expense because we do not have the time.
As for the rest of us who want to make the
time (are there any?), whilst sitting by the
fireplace assessing your 401K this win-

ter, consider the lowly rake and broom.
No noise, no pollution. An imposition

on our hectic schedules that involves
needed physical exertion and some mea-
sure of doing something extraordinary
for the environment. There’s an opportu-
nity to meet your neighbors as you sweep
the walk. The 24-year-old electric leaf
blower I occasionally use for driveway
and walks still runs perfectly, smokeless.
No fuss or muss with gas and oil. It’s
quieter than its gas cousin. And what
about that gas powered lawn mower?
Powerful, cordless, battery operated mow-
ers are available for $400.

Change your approach to yard mainte-
nance. Contribute to a quieter neighbor-
hood next spring. Would the town coun-
cil consider a phase out and ban of gas-
powered, hand-held blowers as other
towns have done? Will local merchants
ask their customers to consider electric
powered tools? I hope so.

Rob Nehring
Westfield

Last Wednesday, I received a phone
call from my father about an interesting
letter in our mailbox entitled “A Shout
Out to Our Neighbors.” Apparently, a
woman’s lawn sign endorsing John
McCain was stolen.

I wondered why Ms. Carluccio chose
to leave her name anonymous when she
delivered the letter to our home, but thank-
fully The Westfield Leader was able to
expose just whom the author of the ran-
dom letter was.

My home too has a lawn sign, but
instead of John McCain, we happen to
support Barack Obama for the Presidency.
However, there is a difference from being
supportive of a different presidential can-
didate and by giving us the letter, being
implicated as stealing lawn signs. Our
home was picked out of the thousands in
our town solely on the reason that we
choose to let our flag fly in the direction
of Mr. Obama.

I agree with Ms. Carluccio that the op-
pression of Republicans in the town of
Westfield has gone on for too long, espe-
cially when they are such a small minority.

Now, I would like to take this time to
make three points about the letter submit-
ted to both our mailbox and The Westfield
Leader’s. First, the infringement of free

speech is simply too outrageous a claim to
be made about lawn signs, and hopefully
other readers will agree that no further
comment is needed in that regard. Sec-
ondly, she makes the point that “as a
conservative,” it would never have oc-
curred to her to steal an Obama lawn sign.
So, those who choose to support McCain
are nobler than Obama supporters? Are
non-conservatives immoral people? Also,
she speaks as if this is the first time
someone has dared steal a lawn sign off
another person’s lawn. I seem to remem-
ber the same sign-stealing happening, for
both sides, in Bush vs. Kerry, Bush vs.
Gore, and who knows, maybe a Taft/
Sherman lawn sign was found missing
one morning back in 1909.

This situation was blown out of pro-
portion enough to invoke the phrase “mak-
ing a mountain out of a mole hill.” This is
not an infringement of free speech, people
steal things no matter what political party
they belong to, and have been for a long
time. Overcome the “hardship” of being a
conservative quickly and remember that
you live in the overwhelmingly Republi-
can town of Westfield.

Brigh Gibbons
Fordham University Freshman

Student Says Stolen Lawn Signs
In Westfield Is Not Oppression

Historical Interpretation
To Be Held at Liberty Hall

AREA – A special workshop en-
titled “Historical Interpretation: Pro-
viding Memorable Experiences at a
Storied Place” will be held on Wednes-
day, October 22, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
at the Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
University, located at 1003 Morris
Avenue in Union.

Kevin Wright, a historic interpretive
planning specialist, and Alicia Wash-
ington, a historical interpreter, will be
the featured guest presenters. Mr.
Wright, a certified interpretive planner
who has worked as a historic site man-
ager and senior historic preservation
specialist, will talk about the “ins and
outs” of historic site interpretation.

He will discuss how heritage inter-
pretation employs the skills of
storytelling and how a historic inter-
preter can blend into the setting, rec-
reating the clothing, language and
skills of a past environment.

A highlight of the program will be
Ms. Washington’s portrayal of 19th-
century abolitionist and feminist So-
journer Truth. Dressed in period cloth-

ing similar to that worn by the aboli-
tionist, the professional actress and
storyteller will deliver her “Dialogue
with Sojourner Truth.” Ms. Washing-
ton, a graduate of the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers Univer-
sity, produces workshops for Wash-
ington Productions, including “Fabu-
lous Folktales in You.”

Pre-registration is required by Mon-
day, October 20, and seating is lim-
ited. The registration fee is $10. To
register or to request a workshop bro-
chure, contact the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202,
or call (908) 558-2550; relay users call
711, or e-mail: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders will present this
workshop through the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal. This program
is funded in part by the New Jersey
Historical Commission, a division of
the Department of State.

City Sets Plainfield Open
House Tour for Oct. 25

PLAINFIELD – During this time of
economic hardship, the City of
Plainfield has decided to take action to
help its resident homeowners and
homebuyers, by offering an “Open
House” Tour. On Saturday, October
25, Plainfield, a town with tremen-
dous history and an abundance of mag-
nificent properties, will host a tour for
prospective homebuyers. The “Home
Tour” will leave the City Hall parking
lot at 10 a.m. and again at 1 p.m.

Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs,
the City of Plainfield’s Office of Eco-
nomic Development, the Plainfield
Chamber of Commerce and the
Plainfield Real Estate Brokers asso-
ciation are working together to host
this unique event. The tour is free to
interested buyers, and a light break-
fast and lunch will be served.

Once the tour leaves City Hall,
prospective buyers will be shuttled
by trolley to 20 homes in various
sections of Plainfield (Cedarbrook,
Netherwood Heights and Van Wyck
Historic District, to name a few). The
tour offers an opportunity for
homebuyers to look at a variety of
homes and hopefully find one, which
suits their budget.

A local homeowner upon hearing
about the tour enthusiastically re-
marked, “Plainfield is on the right
track – helping homeowners, helps
the community.”

Interested homebuyers will find,
on the tour, some houses below mar-
ket value and in move-in condition.
Time will be allowed for a walk
through at each house, and a local
real estate agent will be available to
answer questions about the home,
while prospective buyers tour the
house.

“Growth by Unity encompasses our
community working together, sup-
porting each other and growing to-
gether,” said Mayor Robinson-Briggs.
“This Home Tour was born of a desire
to offer support and alternatives to
our community during trying times.
Building on this initiative, this ad-
ministration will continue to offer
strategies and solutions for the ben-
efit of Plainfield residents.”

To attend or for more information
about the Plainfield “Open House”
Tour, contact City of Plainfield-Of-
fice of Economic Development at
(908) 226-2513 or via email at
plainfieldopenhousetour@gmail.com.
Pre-registration is preferred.

it was a coincidence that the majority
of Malool/DePaola signs were being
erected that very same day.

Also on October 2, a Democrat went to
the police department to retrieve these
signs and she observed that only demo-
cratic signs were taken. The idea that
members of the police department would
engage in partisan politics while in uni-
form is truly reprehensible. There is no
question that if I removed property from
a resident’s lawn that I would be commit-
ting a crime — theft. There is also no
question that if a police officer removed
articles from my person that a property
inventory log would be necessary. Amaz-
ingly, I was told no record of any sign
removal exists.

On October 6, I went to the police
department and asked if any complaints
were made about our signs. I requested
copies of police reports and property in-
ventory logs, so I could see what signs
were removed from what properties. I
was verbally told that none of these items
existed, which was confirmed in writing
a few days later.

Before my words are twisted into an
opinion that I have disdain for police
officers, I have nothing but the utmost
respect for those who choose to put their
lives on the line and become police offic-
ers. I am married to one who has served in
Kenilworth for the past 30 years. What I
do not have respect for is those who
decide to play partisan politics while on
the job.

I read with interest Maria Carluccio’s
(from Westfield) Letter to the Editor who
recently had her Republican signs taken.
This type of petty and unnecessary parti-
san antics needs to stop. As Ms. Carluccio
so aptly notes, “Unbelievable, isn’t it?”

Also unbelievable and certainly not
coincidental, is Ms. Malool and Ms.
DePaola’s statement in last week’s news-
paper that the Democratic candidates have
refused to participate in a debate. In this
same issue, an article, written presum-
ably by Horace Corbin, publisher, says
the same thing. I challenge all of these
individuals to tell me exactly when and
where I made this statement to them,
because it is simply untrue. Almost 100
percent of my career requires me to de-

bate issues on a daily basis.
Before this letter appeared, I had never

met or personally spoken to Mr. Corbin.
A reading of the Malool-DePaola letter,
together with the Corbin editorial, can
only lead one to the conclusion that this
newspaper is improperly engaging in par-
tisanship. I truly hope this is not the case
and call on the newspaper to stop what is
at the very least, an appearance of impro-
priety.

The first correspondence I received
about this debate was from Fred Rossi
(reporter and designated moderator),
which in part said: “This Is The Only Date
Set For The Forum. No Other Dates Will
Be Considered.” (Emphasis supplied). I
was never given a choice, nor was I asked
if the time, place or date was convenient.
I wonder if the Republicans had any input
into the date. Kevin and I certainly didn’t.

I have a Union County Bar Association
(an organization where I serve as an of-
ficer) dinner meeting on the evening this
unilateral debate is scheduled, where the
U.S. Attorney is scheduled to speak. I had
reluctantly planned to skip this meeting. I
now intend to go. Until the partisan games
stop and until the appearance of impropri-
ety is eliminated, I will not participate in
any debate.

Finally, on Scotch Plains Day, two
high school students requested a short on-
camera interview with Kevin and me.
The last question put to us was in essence,
“Rumor has it that the both of you have
refused to debate, is this true?” Grown
adults involving high school children to
further their partisan agenda is despi-
cable, and for all those involved should be
ashamed.

Kevin and I answered the question,
stating we did not refuse to debate. Cer-
tainly our opponents and the newspaper
were aware of our response, and still
chose to write their respective spin stories
anyway. As I said in my last letter to the
editor, “The best way to run a positive and
truthful campaign is to not be negative
and to tell the truth,” and I call on the
Republican candidates to be truthful and
address the economic issues vital to our
township for the remainder of this cam-
paign.

Theresa Mullen (D)
Candidate for Scotch Plains Council

Untruths, Newspaper and Police
Partisan Politics Leads to No Debate
(––– continued from page 4 –––)

Letters to the Editor

Synagogue to Present
Presidential Forum

WESTFIELD – The Men’s Club of
Temple Emanu-El will sponsor a Presi-
dential Campaign Forum on Sunday,
October 26, at 10 a.m. in the temple’s
Greifer Sacks Hall.

Congregation member Susan Fuhrman,
president of Teacher’s College at Colum-
bia University, will be the moderator.
Barack Obama and John McCain cam-
paign representatives will appear to dis-
cuss key issues.

This event is open to all. Coffee, juice
and bagels will be served. There is no
charge to attend this event, which is being
co-sponsored by the temple’s Sisterhood
and Social Action Committee.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information, contact Carolyn Shane, ex-
ecutive director, at (908) 232-6770 or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit the temple
website at tewnj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, October 14,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2009 IN
THE TOWNSHIP

Purpose:  To allow any charitable orga-
nization to conduct games of chance (raffle)
on Sunday, April 26, 2009 provided steps
are taken to secure a license for the hold-
ing of same games of chance.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, October 28, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/16/08, The Times Fee: $32.64
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Office Suite Provides Ideal Set-Up
For Executives and Entrepreneurs
With the increasing amount of cor-

porate layoffs and cutbacks, many
area residents are taking the leap from
corporate executive to small business
owner. However, owning a business
also means taking on additional ex-
penses for items such as office space,
telephone service, Internet, office
equipment and copier leases. This
alone could
amount to thou-
sands in monthly
expenses.

To overcome
this issue, many
entrepreneurs
have opted for an
executive-style
office lease in-
stead of a tradi-
tional office. “As
our economy
changes we are seeing more and more
new business owners looking for high-
end office space,” stated Joseph
Farella, owner and managing direc-
tor for Haven Avenue Executive Suites
in Scotch Plains. “Many are looking
for office space with amenities they
grew accustom to while working for

larger corporations, without the added
expense,” added Mr. Farella.

A visit to Haven Avenue Executive
Suites shows that tenants enjoy a
luxury office combined with two pro-
fessional conference rooms, a 40-
person training room, reception area,
coffee bar, kitchen and onsite storage
for just under $900 per month. Taking

into account that
telephone calls,
Internet service,
copier leases
and utilities are
all included, this
becomes a very
attractive place
to run a new or
existing busi-
ness. We also
noticed a few
corporate ex-
ecutives using

the space as a way to cut back on
commuting costs.

To learn more about executive style
offices, visit
havenexecutivesuites.com or call
(908) 296-2142.

Paid Bulletin Board

Halloween Can Kill Your Diet
OCTOBER 13 – Local Cranford

fat loss expert Joshua Mandel, Certi-
fied Personal Trainer, has informa-
tion that everyone needs to know:
Halloween is when the holiday weight
gain really starts.

While the month of December is
typically blamed for holiday weight
gain, Mandel warns those wanting to
lose weight that the pounds actually
start to get packed on in late October.

“The amount of eats and treats that
people consume is alarming,” Mr.
Mandel said. “One of the main prob-
lems is the smaller ‘snack sizes’ that
the candy manufacturers have made
available. Eating several ‘mini’ choco-
late bars is something people see as
‘OK’ because of their smaller size. In
other words, it becomes a lot easier to
convince yourself to indulge in these
gut-swelling goodies and then you
end up eating more!”

Mr. Mandel recommends the fol-
lowing three figure-saving tips he has
used with great success with his own
clients for keeping the pounds off
while still allowing for the occasional
Halloween treat:

1) Workout with Pumpkins: use
Mandel’s “The Pumpkin Workout”
E-Book to engage in some fun and
effective seasonal fat loss workouts
involving only your body weight and
a pumpkin! These high-intensity,
metabolism-boosting workouts will
have you burning tons of calories
during the workouts and even more
calories while you’re resting. Get your
free copy of “The Pumpkin Workout”
E-Book at
NewJerseyBootCamps.com.

2) Make Healthier Halloween Reci-
pes: use Mandel’s healthy recipes to
find some great tasting treats that
won’t kill your diet for some much
needed damage control this Hallow-
een. The most popular Halloween

recipe is their Pumpkin Pecan Shake
loaded with muscle-building, fat-
starving protein plus the optimal dose
of healthy fats, fruit and fiber.

3) Use Common Sense: only buy
enough candy so that you expect to
run out before the evening is over. It’s
crucial to not have “trigger” foods
lying around - the temptation is often
too great. Allow yourself just one
piece of candy in the morning and
then one at night. Be sure to increase
your exercise activity by 30 minutes
on every day that you eat your two
pieces of candy. This will counteract
the increase in calories that you are
consuming. If you indulge a bit too
much it’s important to forgive your-
self and move on.

Mr. Mandel believes that we must
break out of the frustrating emotional
eating patterns that sabotage our fat
loss efforts during the holidays.

Mr. Mandel’s New Jersey Boot
Camps (NewJerseyBootCamps.com)
will be holding their first annual “Post
Halloween Fat Loss Workout” on Sat-
urday, November 1 at 8 a.m. The
workout will take place at 209 Dietz
Street in Cranford and features an
interval training fat loss workout to
keep you burning fat all day. The
workout is free, but all participants
must register prior to the event by
sending an e-mail to
josh@newjerseybootcamps.com.

Joshua Mandel is the president and
founder of Mandel Fitness and a Cer-
tified Personal Trainer with the pres-
tigious National Exercise and Sport
Trainers Association. As a former
professional hockey player and real
world fat loss expert, Joshua has
helped hundreds of people lose thou-
sands of pounds of body fat. Check
out his next boot camp at
NewJerseyBootCamps.com.

Paid Bulletin Board

BOOK IT…Westfield’s Lincoln School PTO recently held its first book fair fundraiser
that not only provided opportunities for students and their families to purchase their
own books but to additionally add to their classroom libraries. Pictured is Lincoln
kindergartener Kaitlyn Lynch enjoying her shopping experience.

GO FISH…Washington Elementary School’s Girl Scout Troop 769 recently
visited the NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Pequest Trout Hatchery in
Hackettstown. These fifth grade scouts learned how more than 600,000 brook,
brown and rainbow trout are raised each year for stocking the public waters of
New Jersey. The 27 Girl Scouts and their siblings also learned to cast and bait their
own hooks. This educational day was concluded by an afternoon of trout fishing
where every girl caught a trout to keep.WSO Presents Frankenstein,

Halloween Costume Contest
WESTFIELD – On November 1, at

8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) presents Monster
Music, a Halloween celebration featur-
ing the 1931 classic movie Franken-
stein with a new live symphonic
soundtrack and a Halloween costume
contest with a first
prize of $200.

Frankenstein ,
created in 1931, has
often been praised
as the definitive hor-
ror film.

Now the WSO
has brought this
movie to life in glo-
rious symphonic
Technicolor by cre-
ating, and perform-
ing, an orchestral
soundtrack to ac-
company the show-
ing of the movie.

The original
movie is a “talky,”
but contains no mu-
sical soundtrack.
Using masterworks
of the classical rep-
ertoire, the fully
professional or-
chestra, under the
direction of Mae-
stro David Wroe, will perform live a
newly created soundtrack as the classic
movie is projected above the orchestra
and in full view of the audience.

In the original movie ,Scientist Henry
Frankenstein works in a rural castle in
darkest Bavaria where he uses incred-
ibly huge and sophisticated equipment,
powered by lightning flashes, to ani-
mate his creation.

The whole animation sequence, di-
rected by James Whale, has seldom
been equaled as a cinematic experi-
ence. WSO brings a new dimension to
this creation scene with a thrilling live
performance of some of the scariest
and most intense music ever composed.

The lake scene with the little girl, and
the burning windmill at the end, to men-
tion, but a few more moments, are simi-
larly brought to life in front of everyone’s
eyes through the combination of sym-
phony orchestra and Hollywood.

Maestro Wroes’s intelligent use of
deep mood music even helps the movie
elicit sympathy for Frankenstein’s mon-
ster, who kills not out of an innate

savagery but because he is misunder-
stood.

WSO performs with split-second tim-
ing and precision, enhancing the dark,
mysterious and scary atmosphere of
the whole movie. More than 60 fully
professional musicians, performing, in
semi-darkness, from the masterpieces

of Richard Strauss,
T c h a i k o v s k y,
Beethoven, Liszt,
Mozart, Saint-
Saens and more
create a unique
symbiosis of the
popular idiom and
fine arts.

The evening will
also feature a per-
formance of ex-
tracts from
Wagner’s Ring
Cycle, as well as a
Halloween cos-
tume contest.
Concertgoers are
invited to come to
the concert in cos-
tume and compete
for cash prizes. First
prize is $200.

A short lecture
and pre-opera Hal-
loween chat de-
signed to make the

music experience more enjoyable will
be conducted by Dr. Shuang Goe Wroe
prior to the concert in the Westfield
Presbyterian Church Sanctuary at 7
p.m.

Tickets are priced between $25 and
$70. Students can get in for $10. Tick-
ets may be purchased directly from the
WSO office, located at 224 East Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at the Town Book Store in Westfield
and Martin Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, call
(908) 232 9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

MONSTER MASH...The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present Monster Music, a Halloween
celebration featuring the 1931 classic
movie Frankenstein with a new live
symphonic soundtrack. The WSO will
perform an orchestral soundtrack to
accompany the showing of the movie.

Connie Francis to Play
UCPAC on November 1

RAHWAY – Connie Francis, an origi-
nal teen idol, will perform live at Union
County Performing Arts Center on Sat-
urday, November 1, accompanied by a
full 21-piece orchestra.

Catapulting to international fame in
1958 at the age of 19 with the hit,
“Who’s Sorry Now?,” Francis was the
first female singer to have a rock-and-
roll million seller with “Stupid Cupid,”
a Neil Sedaka and Howard Greenfield
song.

Her signature song, “Where The Boys
Are,” also by Sedaka and Greenfield,
became the title song of her classic teen
film of the same name, and in 1984, it
became the title of her autobiography.

Francis’ success, from little Concetta
Rosemarie Franconero of Newark, to
international sensation, was largely due
to the influence of a weekly television
show and its host. Dick Clark of “Ameri-
can Bandstand” introduced her song
“Who’s Sorry Now?” on January 1,
1958, saying, “Here is a new girl singer
that is heading straight for the number
one spot.”

In those days, if Clark played a record,
it was an instantaneous hit, and Francis’
breakthrough song sold more than a
million copies within six months of its
release. She was the most played re-
cording artist on the radio in the early
1960s.

Her tremendous popularity was pre-
viously unheard of in the music indus-
try. She charted 35 hit singles, half of
which were in the National Top Ten,
selling more than 100 million records,
including 10 gold records in a two-year
period.

Though her hits made her a house-
hold name, Francis’s legitimate vocal
talents and her ability to deliver a song
in many different languages, garnered
her universal critical acclaim and con-
tinue to fuel her very career well into its
fifth decade.

She has recorded over 3,000 songs,
speaks two languages fluently, and has
recorded albums in 10 languages for
her enormous international fan base.

Today, her live performances encom-
pass a range of genres and styles, in
addition to her established hits, which
audiences always want to hear. She
uses video and film footage that recre-
ates the atmosphere of the era, includ-
ing original “American Bandstand”
footage with Dick Clark.

“I try to do what I know will please
the audiences, what pleases me is un-
important. I didn’t buy a ticket,” Francis
said.

Tickets range from $57 to $87. For
more information, call (732) 499-8226
or visit ucpac.org. The arts center is
located at 1601 Irving Street.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO: 672-2008
FIRST READING: 10/9/2008

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following proposed  ordinance was intro-
duced and passed on first reading at a
meeting of the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers of the County of Union, State of New
Jersey, held on the 9th day of October,
2008 , and that said ordinance will be
taken up for further consideration for final
passage at the meeting of said Board of
Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meet-
ing room in the County Administration
Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey on the 13th day of November,
2008, at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter
as said matter can be reached, at which
time and place all persons who may be
interested therein will be given an opportu-
nity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted
on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Ad-
ministration Building of the County, and a
copy is available up to and including the
time of such meeting to the members of
the general public of the County who shall
request such copies, at the office of the
Clerk of the Board in said County Admin-
istration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey
shall request such copies, at the office of
the Clerk of the Board in said County
Administration Building in Elizabeth, New
Jersey

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

ORDINANCE PROVIDING
THE CONSENT OF THE
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREE-
HOLDERS OF THE COUNTY
OF UNION TO THE ISSUANCE
BY THE UNION COUNTY IM-
PROVEMENT AUTHORITY
OF ITS MORTGAGE REV-
ENUE BONDS,
( S H A C K A M A X O N
STORMWATER MANAGE-
MENT PROJECT) IN AN AG-
GREGATE PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING
$1,800,000 FOR THE
STORMWATER MANAGE-
MENT PROJECT AND IM-
PROVEMENTS TO  A REC-
REATIONAL FACILITY LO-
CATED IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION (THE “PROJECT”).

WHEREAS, the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (the “Authority”) has been
duly created by an ordinance of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders (the “Board of Free-
holders”) of the County of Union, New
Jersey (the “County”), as a public body
corporate and politic of the State of New
Jersey (the “State”) pursuant to in accor-
dance with the County Improvement Au-
thorities Law, constituting Chapter 183 of
the Pamphlet Laws of 1960 of the State, as
amended and supplemented from time to
time (the “Act”); and

WHEREAS, the Authority has been re-
quested to provide financing for a stormwater
management project, which will act as a
stormwater detention system and facility
serving areas of the County, and will also
improve a recreational facility located at the
Shackamaxon Golf And Country Club in the
County of Union (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, the Project is a clean water
project to be financed through the New
Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust;
and

WHEREAS, the Authority is desirous of
assisting in the financing of such Project,
to the extent permitted by law; and

WHEREAS, the Authority expects to
obtain funds with which to finance the
Project through the issuance of bonds in
an amount not to exceed $1,800,000 (the
“Bonds”); and

WHEREAS, prior to the issuance of the
Bonds, the Authority may issue its Notes
in anticipation of the Bonds to finance the
Project (the “Notes”); and

WHEREAS, the debt service for the
Notes and/or Bonds will be paid by
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club, and
such additional security as may be re-
quired by the New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust to secure the Bond,
including mortgages will be provided by
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club, and
the Bonds and Notes will not be an obliga-
tion of the Authority, the County or any
governmental agency; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section
13 (“Section 13”) of the Act (N.J.S.A.
40:37A-56), prior to the issuance of the
Bonds, the Authority shall make a detailed
report with respect to such financing to the
Board of Freeholders of the County, which
report shall include copies or a description
of, without limitation, the Financing Docu-
ments; and

WHEREAS, the Authority believes: (i) it
is in the public interest to accomplish such
purpose; (ii) said purpose is for the health,
wealth, convenience or betterment of the
inhabitants of the County of Union; (iii) the
amounts to be expended for said purpose
are not unreasonable or exorbitant; and
(iv) the proposal is an efficient and feasible
means of providing for the needs of the
inhabitants of the County of Union and will
not create an undue financial burden to be
placed upon  the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREE-
HOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY, as follows:

Section 1.  In accordance with Section
13 and all other applicable law, the Board
of Freeholders hereby consents to (i) the
Project and the financing of same, (ii) the
execution and delivery by the Authority of
the Bond Resolution, the Bond Documents,
such other documents as required by the
New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure
Trust, and such other documents as  nec-
essary and reasonable for the transaction
(the “Financing Documents”), which docu-
ments shall be filed with the Clerk of the
Board prior to the issuance of any Bonds,
(iii) the adoption by the Authority of the
Bond Resolution, and  (iv) the issuance,
sale and delivery of the Bonds to effect
such purpose.  The consent hereto given
to the Financing Documents contemplates
the insertion of the final financing terms.

Section 2.  This ordinance shall take
effect at the time and in the manner pro-
vided by law.

Section 3.  Upon the adoption hereof,
the Clerk of the Board of Freeholders shall
forward certified copies of this ordinance
to the County Manager, County Counsel,
Executive Director of the Authority, and
the Law Office of  John G. Hudak, Esq.,
LLC,  Bond Counsel to the Authority.
1 T - 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $133.11

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 10/21/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Drainage Restoration Contract, North - 2009; Various locations
including North of Route 57, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union and Warren Counties; 100% State; DP  No: 08469

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/2/08, 10/9/08 and 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Library Exhibits Spotlight
Stocks and Charles Addams
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library is showcasing two ex-
hibits for the month of October. On
loan are a collection of collectible
stocks and bonds owned by Bob Kluge
of Roselle Park and the Charles
Addams memorabilia collection
owned by Ron MacCloskey of
Westfield.

The stocks and bonds exhibit de-
picts many scarce to rare items that
were issued between 1795 and 1921.
While some are reproductions and
some are originals, they all have
highly detailed engravings and his-
torical appeal.

Some specimens with New Jersey
connections are rare stocks from the
Central Railroad Company of New
Jersey, the Marconi Wireless Tele-
graph Company and the Cape May
Driving Park Company.

Several of the stocks and bonds
that were issued bear the signatures
of Robert Livingston Stevens,
founder of the Stevens Institute of

Technology; John D. Rockefeller, and
William and Cornelius Vanderbilt.

Highlights of the Charles Addams
exhibit include an original Addams
Family House kit, which comes “com-
plete with ghosts;” sheet music from
the Addams Family Values film and
photographs of the Revolutionary War
Cemetery on Mountain Avenue,
which Mr. Addams liked to visit, and
the house on Elm Street that inspired
his cartoons.

Known for his cartoons in The New
Yorker magazine and for the 1960s
“Addams Family” television show,
Mr. Addams grew up in Westfield.
Before graduating from Westfield
High School in 1929, he drew many
cartoons for the student newspaper.

Individuals wishing to display their
collections at the library are asked to
contact the head of Adult Services,
Lauren Ryan, at (908) 789-4090, ex-
tension no. 4140. The Westfield Me-
morial Library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/9/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-895
amending (Resolution No. 2008-708)
AWARDED TO: The PMK Group,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for additional on-call engi-

neering services to increase the Parks &
Community Renewal portion

COSTS: in the amount of $52,000 for a
total contract amount of $357,000

   Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, October 27, 2008, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue at 7:30 pm., in
Council Chambers to hear the Minor Sub-
division application of Enrico and Carla
Pigna for property located at 1550 Rahway
Road, Block 15901, Lots 35 & 36, Scotch
Plains. The Applicant proposes to subdi-
vide the existing property into two lots
retaining the existing home and construct
a new home on the new lot. The following
variances are requested:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 3-Lot
Area, Lots 35 & 36, Minimum Required:
40,000 square feet; Proposed: 30,938
square feet each

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 6-Lot
Width, Minimum Required: 160 feet; Pro-
posed: 112.50 feet each

Section 23-D, Secondary Buildings,
Lot 35, Minimum side yard: 30 feet; Exist-
ing & Proposed: 23.49 feet.

Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances or waivers deemed necessary
at the time of the hearing.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 10/16/08, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

JANITORIAL SERVICES
 Bids will be accepted only by mail or in

person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(attn: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk) until
October 27, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.  The
Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter
“Township”) shall not be responsible for
any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked   “ Bid for Janitorial Ser-
vices “

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) sixty days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package, Specifications and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of the
Director of Public Property, 2445 Plainfield
Avenue, Scotch Plains, between the hours
of 9am and 3pm, Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments I the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount often percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or Twenty
Thousand ($20,000) whichever is lower.

All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bid-

ders shall, if requested in writing, be re-
turned after ten days (10) from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and Holidays
excepted) and the bids of such bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.

The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an
amount equal to one hundred percent
(100%) of the amount of the accepted bid
at the time of contract execution. A Con-
sent of Surety regarding bonds required
by the Contract Documents shall also be
submitted with the bid. Sureties shall be
licensed and/or authorized to transact
business in the State of New Jersey and
be acceptable to the Authority. The term
of the contract shall be for a period of
one (1) year, commencing November 1,
2008 to November 1, 2009 with an op-
tion to renew for one (1) additional year
at the sole discretion of the Township.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A: 11-1 et seq. In the event of an equal
or tie bid, the Township shall award the bid
to the bidder, which, in the Township’s
sole discretion, best serves, the interest of
the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

All Bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N. J. S. A. 10:5-31 and
N. J. S. A. 17:27 et seq. dealing with
Affirmative Action Compliance.

If applicable, All bidders must be regis-
tered with the New Jersey Department of
Labor to engage in public work as defined
in the requirements listed under N.J.S.A.
34:11-56. 25 et seq and as well as N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY. —

KEVIN WARD
Director of Public Property

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/16/08, The Times Fee: $88.23
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
ORDINANCE: 671-2008

INTRO: 9/25/2008
FINAL READING: 10/9/2008

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State of New Jersey
on October 9, 2008 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided
in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of this
statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders’ office for members of
the general public who request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW AUTOMO-
TIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT,
NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIG-
NAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT AND NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $33,441,260 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE
STATE GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants appropriated in this
multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A.  Department of Economic Development, Division of Information Technologies -
Acquisition of new information technology and telecommunications equipment for the
use of various County departments, offices and agencies, as set forth on a list on file with
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and hereby approved and incorporated
herein by this reference thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   911,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     45,550
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   865,450
Period of Usefulness 5 years

B.  Department of Economic Development, Division of Communications - Acquisition
of new communication and signal systems equipment for the use of various County
departments, offices and agencies, as set forth on a list on file with the Clerk of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this reference
thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   258,020
Down Payment Appropriated $     12,901
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   245,119
Period of Usefulness 10 years

C.  Runnells Specialized Hospital – Replacement of flooring at One West, acquisition
and installation of a nurse call system and wall guards for resident/patient rooms and
acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consisting of
HVAC units and equipment, food preparation and delivery equipment, patient lifts and
scales, patient specialty chairs, various medical equipment, privacy curtains and
washers and dryers.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   815,550
Down Payment Appropriated $     40,778
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   774,772
Period of Usefulness 10 years

D.  Department of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities, Division of Engineering -
Undertaking of the County Traffic Signal Rehabilitation Program at various locations, as
set forth on a list on file with the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and hereby
approved and incorporated herein by this reference thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 2,639,890
State Grant Appropriated $    250,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    119,495
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 2,270,395
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E.  Department of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities, Division of Engineering –
Construction of the Lenape Park Bike Trail.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   550,000
State Grant Appropriated $   500,000
Down Payment Appropriated $       2,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $     47,500

Period of Usefulness 15 years

F.  Department of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities, Division of Engineering –
Acquisition of new information technology equipment and new additional furnishings
consisting of computer equipment and office furniture.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $    50,000
Down Payment Appropriated $      2,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $    47,500
Period of Usefulness 5 years

G.  Department of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities, Division of Facilities
Management - The undertaking of various improvements to public buildings consisting
of (i) upgrading elevators at various public buildings, (ii) replacement of roofs at various
public buildings, (iii) plumbing and electrical improvements at various public buildings,
(iv) ADA-compliance upgrades at various public buildings, and (v) upgrading mechanical
systems at various public buildings.  It is hereby determined and stated that said public
buildings being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section
22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated,
as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 2,317,500
Down Payment Appropriated $    115,875
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 2,201,625
Period of Usefulness 15 years

H.  Department of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities, Division of Facilities
Management - The undertaking of various improvements to public buildings consisting
of (i) upgrading the fire detection system in the Union County Jail and (ii) upgrading fire
alarm systems and controls in various public buildings.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   772,500
Down Payment Appropriated $     38,625
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   733,875
Period of Usefulness 10 years

I.  Department of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities, Division of Facilities
Management – Fire safety renovations and upgrades at the Union County Courthouse.
It is hereby determined and stated that said public building being improved is of “Class
B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $15,090,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     754,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $14,335,500
Period of Usefulness 15 years

J.  Department of Parks and Community Renewal, Division of Parks - The undertaking
of various park and recreation improvements consisting of (i) design phase for the
extension of the cart garage at Ash Brook Golf Course, (ii) restoration of Masker’s Barn
and installation of interpretive exhibits and signage for the Visitors Center at the Deserted
Village of Feltville, (iii) improvements to various facilities in the Watchung Reservation,
(iv) replacement of roofs at various park buildings, (v) communication and instructional
program improvements at Trailside Nature and Science Center, (vi) installation of athletic
field lighting at Rutgers Avenue Field (Hillside) and Nomahegan Park (Cranford), (vii)
development and implementation of a master plan for the improvement of the Watchung
Reservation bridle trails, (viii) erosion control improvements at Lake Surprise (Watchung
Reservation) and (ix) reconstruction of the Echo Lake Service Yard.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 4,120,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    206,001
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 3,913,999
Period of Usefulness 10 years

K.  Department of Parks and Community Renewal, Division of Parks - Acquisition of
new additional or replacement recreational equipment, as set forth on a list on file with
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and hereby approved and incorporated
herein by this reference thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   412,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     20,600
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   391,400
Period of Usefulness 15 years

L.  Department of Administrative Services, Division of Public Works - Acquisition of new
additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new automotive vehicles,
including original apparatus and equipment, as set forth on a list on file with the Clerk of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this
reference thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   748,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     37,400
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   710,600
Period of Usefulness 5 years

M.  Various Departments, Offices and Agencies - Acquisition of new automotive
vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, and new additional or replacement
equipment and machinery, as set forth on a list on file with the Clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this reference

thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 1,224,750
Down Payment Appropriated $      61,238
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 1,163,512
Period of Usefulness 5 years

N.  Department of Human Services - Acquisition of new additional or replacement
equipment and machinery, new information technology equipment and new additional
furnishings consisting of (i) a mobile data terminal system and a drive cam system for
Paratransit, (ii) kitchen air curtains for the Meals on Wheels Program, (iii) furniture for the
Youth Services Bureau and (iv) furniture for the Elizabeth One-Stop Employment Center.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   460,700
Down Payment Appropriated $     23,035
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   437,665
Period of Usefulness 5 years

O.  Department of Public Safety, Division of Police - Acquisition of new additional or
replacement equipment and machinery and new communication and signal systems
equipment, as set forth on a list on file with the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this reference thereto.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   577,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     28,850
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   548,150
Period of Usefulness 10 years

P.  Department of Public Safety, Division of Police - Acquisition of new information
technology equipment consisting of computer network enhancements and recovery
system.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   123,600
Down Payment Appropriated $       6,180
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   117,420
Period of Usefulness 7 years

Q.  Department of Public Safety, Division of Correctional Facilities – Installation of
perimeter security fencing at the Union County Jail.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   257,500
Down Payment Appropriated $     12,875
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   244,625
Period of Usefulness 15 years

R.  County Clerk’s Office – Undertaking of the index books records preservation
project.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   154,500
Down Payment Appropriated $     7,725
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   146,775
Period of Usefulness 5 years

S.  Sheriff’s Office - Reconstruction of the Springfield Firearms Range.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   334,750
Down Payment Appropriated $     16,738
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   318,012
Period of Usefulness 10 years

T.  Union County Vocational-Technical Schools -Undertaking various renovations and
improvements to facilities, including boiler upgrades (campus-wide), electrical system
updates (campus-wide), lighting, fencing, signage and other exterior building and
grounds improvements (campus-wide) and repair or replacement of rest rooms (West
Hall) and acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery
consisting of instructional equipment and machinery for various educational programs.
It is hereby determined and stated that (A) all resolutions to be filed by the Board of
Education of the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools and the Board of School
Estimate of Union County Vocational-Technical Schools in order to request the Board of
Chosen Freeholders to raise funds for the aforesaid purposes have been filed and (B) no
down payment is required for such purposes pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A.
18A:54-31.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 1,624,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 1,624,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $33,441,260
Aggregate State Grants Appropriated $     750,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $  1,553,366
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $31,137,894

Section 20 Costs:  $545,280
Useful Life:  12.21 years

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

1 T - 10/16/08, The Leader Fee: $387.60
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Proceeds of Kane Book
Help Westfield PAL

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host an author
Meet and Greet for Westfield resident
Bill Kane, author of “The Truth about
Thriving in Change,” on October 18,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This book reveals 49 proven
change-management principles and
bite-size, easy-to-use techniques that
work. These “truths” about planning,
driving, and sustaining organizational
change provide real solutions for the
tough challenges faced by every busi-
ness leader.

Mr. Kane is a sought-after speaker
and a highly accomplished global HR
executive, business change expert,
and leadership consultant. He has
extensive experience in planning and
executing the “people strategy,” as-
sociated with profitable business
transformations. His book is being
translated into Chinese and is in a
second printing in India.

The author and The Town Book
Store will donate proceeds from the
sale of this book to Westfield’s Police
Athletic League (PAL) program.
Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield will
donate a $5 gift certificate to every-
one who purchases his book.

The public can meet Mr. Kane at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
For more information, call (908) 233-
3535.

VACNJ Schedules Annual
College Arts Fair Saturday

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

It’s no secret that a good portion of
comedian Bill Maher’s career has been
devoted to questioning the world of
spiritualism, from debunking obvious
scam artists to challenging the very
nature of the First Estate itself. And
now, directed by Larry Charles, he stars
in Religulous, his own freestyle docu-
mentary devoted to that cause.

This is funny stuff, its demystifying
thoughts a raucously bittersweet
deconstruction of nearly everything the
so-called civilized world has come to
believe…all in a miraculous one hour
and 41 minutes. Indeed, he uses ex-
treme examples, collecting a rogue’s
gallery of real-life, bizarre characters to
make his point shocking, as well as
entertaining.

Yet, underneath all the kidding, the
grim undertow pulls at us. We know
how powerful organized religion is, the
countless lives it has claimed ever since
Oog and Boog disagreed on which G-
d to worship. Political leaders use it.
Marx knew his communism couldn’t
work if it had to compete with faith and
conviction.

Because, truth be told, we’re not all
sure. Awaiting the results of medical
tests, it’s akin to the adage that there are
no atheists in a foxhole. “Oh, G-d, let
the tests be negative and I’ll never ever
again charge for a car repair I didn’t
perform.” Culturally ingrained or not,
the idea of recourse is comforting. Be-
ing truly alone is alien, unthinkable.

Perhaps that’s one reason why Maher,
who wrote the script, never out and out
says he’s an atheist. Rather, in going
nose-to-nose with those whom he glee-
fully portrays as zealots and charlatans,
the comic proclaims he simply does not
know, and that what amazes him most is
the blind certitude of his motley targets.

In fact, as proof that he is an equal
opportunity blasphemer and heretic, he
exults in casting a group of atheists in
an inflexible light much like that occu-
pied by their righteously indignant ad-
versaries. What’s really stuck in his
craw is that unholy alliance between
intolerance and deceit.

However, unlike the love-hate dia-
tribes filmmaker Kevin Smith (Dogma)
indulges via his collisions with the
Catholic Church, Maher’s stance is
unsentimental. As a point of disclosure,
he informs he was raised Catholic –
Dad’s religion – until he was 13 and
intersperses humorous chats about it
with his Jewish mom.

But while the Cornell graduate as-
tutely uses humor to make some rather
intelligent points, Religulous is popu-
lar entertainment first and an anti-reli-
gion monograph second. What’s more,
the seemingly random assay of numer-
ous clergymen is really a pick-and-
choose affair, edited to make the author’s
droll points.

Although some rather well-creden-
tialed folks of the cloth are interviewed,
none are particularly great debaters.
Furthermore, not a one gets the last

Religulous: Nothing Sacred

word. Running captions below the pic-
ture whilst his subjects pontificate,
Maher will contradictorily editorialize
and point out blatant lies with things
like, “Nowhere in the Bible does it say
that.”

Still, there is a perception of even-
handedness. So extreme are some of
his examples that, more often than not,
Maher needs only to reel out enough
rope for his dogmatists to hang them-
selves. Then again, the pile on the cut-
ting floor might tell a totally different
tale.

Director Larry Charles, who previ-
ously coxswained the inflammatorily
hilarious Borat (2006) to a pitch of
unabashed, liberal ecstasy, argues with
the skill of a new-age Daniel Webster.
And while borrowing familiar tricks
from Michael Moore (Sicko), his for-
mula possesses its very own hypocrite/
fraud trap.

Let’s face it. Outlandishness
sells…both for those who perpetrate
rip-offs in the name of divinity and for
those who would expose them. An
amusement park-like venue where Bib-
lical sagas are enacted can’t help but
seem sacrilegious. A segment with a
Hispanic, bling-attired preacher who
claims to be the Messiah blows you out
of the holy water.

Then there’s the Vatican priest from
America, interviewed in front of the
building from whence Maher was just
ejected. Sporting a hearty, clucking
laugh, the jovial fellow has no com-
punction about discounting much doc-
trine and referring to Biblical tales as
just “stories.” Muslim and Jewish rep-
resentatives receive similar goings-over
as well.

Particularly mind-blowing is an in-
terview with the Holocaust-denying
rabbi who cozied up with Iran’s
Ahmadinejad; a Jew for Jesus who
owns a religious article store and a
creationist U.S. senator whose lack of
scriptural knowledge earns him the
longest stream of embarrassingly cor-
rective subtitles. It makes for dead seri-
ous fun, if you’re unbiased.

The common thread in all of this
muckraking isn’t whether or not there’s
a G-d, but rather our free speech right to
question those claiming to be Her sole
agent. Pity is, since most who will decry
Religulous will do so because they’ve
been told it’s bad, and not because they’ve
seen it, Maher is ostensibly preaching to
the choir. And that’s a real sin.

* * *
Religulous, rated R, is a Lionsgate

release directed by Larry Charles and
stars Bill Maher, Father Reginald Fos-
ter and Rabbi Yisroel Dovid Weiss.
Running time: 101 minutes.

Camera–less Photography
Emits Photograms in Exhibit

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Take a three-dimensional
object, place it on photographic paper
or other photosensitive material and
then expose it to light.

What you will have created is a pho-
tographic image called a photogram;
an artistic X-ray of sorts, this contem-
porary art form, created without the use
of a camera, results in a silhouette im-
age that is dependent upon the transpar-
ency of the object.

The highly transparent areas that re-
ceive a lot of light will turn gray. The
thicker objects that impede the light
will appear white.

An exhibit of photograms created by
artists Kunié Sugiura is currently on
display at the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ).

Titled “Kunié Sugiura: Time Emit,”
the exhibit spans Ms. Sugiura’s 40-year
career of creating photograms.

She began using nontraditional light-
sensitive photographic material to cre-
ate art in the 1960s, when she was a
student at the School of the Art Institute
of Chicago.

She now works in New York City.
Ms. Sugiura uses people, flowers and
live animals as subjects.

“It is as if the world outside her studio
in New York does not exist,” said Charles
Stainback, photography curator at the

Norton Museum of Art in West Palm
Beach, Florida and curator of “Time
Emit.”

One of the most prominent pieces of
“Time Emit” is Ms. Sugiura’s “Premo-
nitions by Roses,” a photogram based
on “I Ching,” one of the oldest Chinese
texts.

In “Premonitions of Roses,” Ms.
Sugiura positions the beliefs espoused
in “I Ching” with 64 hexagrams en-
circled by photograms of long stemmed
roses.

The stark black and white quality of
the photogram lends a beauty that rivals
photography in its most brilliant of
color.

In “Hoppings D,” Ms. Sugiura re-
corded the movement of live frogs on
photosensitive paper.

The resulting positive print casts the
frogs in dark silhouette while their sur-
roundings are contrasted in brightness.

The movement of the frogs creates
shadows. With a billowy white back-
ground surrounding them, the effect of
the photogram is reminiscent of a pic-
ture of the earth taken from outer space.

“Kunié Sugiura: Time Emit” will be
at VACNJ until November 14.

VACNJ is located at 68 Elm Street in
Summit.

For more information and for gallery
hours, contact VACNJ at (908) 273-
9121 or log onto artcenternj.org.

Kunié Sugiura’s photograms at
Visual Art Center of New Jersey

include “Premonition Roses” (top)
and “Nam (Catfish)”

Kunié Sugiura’s “Mark Suvero”
(top) and “Ushio Shinohara”;

exhibit runs until November 14

WF’s Fitzpatrick Earns
Engineering Award

WESTFIELD – Jeanne Fitzpatrick
was given an award by the Society of
Women Engineers (SWE) for out-
standing achievements in Mathemat-
ics and Science.

Jeanne, a senior at Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung, is a graduate
of Holy Trinity Interparochial School.
She is the daughter of Trish and Bill
Fitzpatrick of Westfield.

Tamaques Honoring
Dedicated Teacher

WESTFIELD – Theodora “Teddi”
Ritter, a long-time, beloved Tamaques
kindergarten teacher, passed away this
summer after a courageous battle with
brain cancer. During her 26 years as a
Tamaques teacher, Mrs. Ritter touched
the lives of countless children and
their families.

In memory of all she did for
Tamaques and the local children, the
school will be dedicating the area
outside the former kindergarten en-
trance to her. The area will be up-
graded with pavers, which will incor-
porate the dedication. Donations of
any level will be greatly appreciated.

People who would like to make
tax-deductible donations should en-
close their name/address/phone
number/how their family knew
Mrs. Ritter and a check payable to
Tamaques PTO by November 7 to:
Tamaques School, Mrs. Ritter Me-
morial, 641 Willow Grove Road,
Westfield, N.J. 07090

Any questions should be directed
to Barb Sullivan at (908) 789-3419.

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) will hold its
annual College Arts Fair on Saturday,
October 18, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
the Art Center, located at 68 Elm Street
in Summit.

Offered free to the public, the fair
provides an opportunity for high school
juniors and seniors to meet with ad-
missions officers from art schools and
colleges with established fine art cur-
riculums.

Students will be able to talk one-on-
one with the school representatives,
ask questions and learn about various
program offerings.

Some of the colleges and art schools
who will send representatives include
the School of Visual Arts, Moore Col-
lege of Art and Design, New York Uni-
versity, the College of New Jersey, Pace,
the Pennsylvania College of Art and
Design, Montclair University, the Col-
lege of St. Elizabeth, Monmouth Uni-
versity and more.

The art center will hold free work-
shops on the topics of portfolio devel-
opment and photographing artwork
for slides or digital images. Portfolio
reviews by art center instructors and
discussions on career opportunities
within the fields of fine and commer-
cial art will also be available.

The art center’s faculty consists of
expert professionals who are certified
instructors, some of whom are cur-
rently teaching at the School of Visual
Arts and PRATT Institute in New York
City.

“[Last year], the representatives were
most generous with their time, giving
each student lots of personal attention.
Because the fair was not overly large,
some of the reps were able to give
extensive portfolio reviews and spe-
cific feedback about where the students
needed to focus to enrich their portfo-
lios.

“The encouragement several of my
students received was invaluable,” said
Jody Pfeiffer, ceramics and photogra-
phy instructor at Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights.

The Visual Arts Center of New Jer-
sey seeks to inspire young artists and
give them the extra tools needed to
excel in the competitive art world. In
addition to the College Arts Fair, the
VACNJ has added to their class and
workshop offerings for teenagers. The
classes are aimed to supplement the
art curriculum currently offered at the
area schools and give the students
additional skills for successful college
preparation.

The Art Center has nine profes-
sional state-of-the-art studios designed
to enhance the student’s experience.
The fully equipped studios and pro-
fessional faculty provide an ideal set-
ting for young artists to develop port-
folios and improve their skills in a
wide variety of mediums.

Registration for the College Arts Fair
is requested. To register, please contact
Education Coordinator Vanessa Chip-
pendale at (908) 273-9121, extension
45, or vanessa@artcenternj.org.
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Brentano’s Series Promotes
‘Naturalization’ of State
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Pat Brentano is not only an artist; she’s
an environmental activist who uses her
art to make a statement.

Ms. Brentano recently installed eight
of 10 pieces in her “Missing Trees”
series in an empty lot in Highland Park
as a way of calling attention to the
Edison Wetlands Association’s (EWA)
Raritan River Project (RRP), which is
creating an international community
garden on a former Highland Park land-
fill.

“The international community gar-
den is a public-pri-
vate ‘Brownfields
to Greenfields’
project and a na-
tional model for the
ongoing return of
an industrialized
waterway to an eco-
logical treasure for
the public to enjoy,”
Ms. Brentano said.

The EWA began
in 1995, with its
mission to clean up
and protect the
lower reaches of the Raritan River by
identifying and reducing sources of
contamination.

Ms. Brentano’s “Missing Trees”
sculptures were inspired by the de-
struction of 21 trees in her neighbor-
hood, which were felled to clear land
for the construction of a new home.

“The trees were hundreds of years
old. They can never be replaced,” Ms.
Brentano said.

The “Missing Trees” series consists
of 10, four-by-five-feet wooden, three-
dimensional representations of trees,
all of which Ms. Brentano has person-
ally seen destroyed.

Even though the trees are gone, they
seem to be present. Depicted as cutouts,
there is an ethereal quality to the work.

The wispy nature and ghostly im-
ages of the trees in Ms. Brentano’s
collection will not be lost on anyone

who mourns the destruction of the en-
vironment.

“By the way they are installed, you
could easily see them as tombstones,”
said Ms. Brentano.

Collectively, the sculpture series has
been exhibited throughout the state to
call attention to environmental issues.

Locally, “Missing Trees” has been
exhibited in Westfield’s Mindowaskin
Park and the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.

“I want to keep the exhibit traveling
to places and organizations that keep
New Jersey natural,” said Ms. Brentano.

The EWA, which is currently work-
ing on 60 hazard-
ous-waste sites
throughout central
New Jersey, pro-
vided $10,000 in
funding for the in-
ternational commu-
nity garden through
a legal settlement
with Edgeboro Dis-
posal, Inc. over the
cleanup and
riverfront restora-
tion of Edgeboro
Landfill in East

Brunswick.
“This funding will enable the Bor-

ough of Highland Park to design a
scenic hiking trail connecting its resi-
dents with the newly restored Raritan
Riverfront,” explained Ms. Brentano.

The EWA, Rutgers School of Land-
scape Design and the Borough of High-
land Park jointly designed the garden.

Residents of a housing project adja-
cent to the park will plant the garden.

“Missing Trees” will be in Highland
Park until the end of October.

To see the exhibit, take Route 1 South
to the Woodbridge Avenue Exit to-
wards Highland Park. The exit will be
on your right. Stay on Woodbridge
Avenue until Crowell’s Road. Make a
left on Crowell’s. Continue until the
road ends and bear right onto Donaldson
Avenue. The sculpture will be on the
left-hand side.

Missing Tree # 3
Location: Great Swamp

Intl. Alphorn Society
Releases Holiday Music

WESTFIELD – The International
Alphorn Society (IAS), a division of
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
located in Westfield, has produced its
first-of-a-kind collection of Christ-
mas and Chanukah Music.

The collection consists of 20 tradi-
tional Christmas carols and two
Chanukah songs, all arranged for four
alphorns.

The arrangers are Ted Schlosberg,
Dana Sylvander and Martina Struck,
all performers of the IAS Alphorn
Quintet.

To learn more, call (908) 789-9696.

Wesley Reunion Choir
To Sing at FUMC Service

GETTING THE GANG BACK TOGETHER...The First United Methodist Church
(FUMC) of Westfield’s Wesley Singers, pictured above, a prominent choir of the
last four decades, will reunite this coming weekend.

WESTFIELD – During the 1970s,
80s and 90s, the First United Method-
ist Church (FUMC) of Westfield was
blessed with a special choir, The
Wesley Singers, directed by Rev.
Philip Dietterich, then the church’s
minister of music.

Rev. Dietterich and his wife, Jane,
graced the church with their talents
for more than 30 years before Rev.
Dietterich’s retirement in 1994. The
Wesley Singers and Wesley Waits
Children’s Choir consisted of FUMC
choir members and many non-FUMC
adults and youngsters.

The choirs toured Europe on nu-
merous occasions, bringing the gifts
of harmony and song to many com-
munities in Great Britain, Western
Europe, and behind the Iron Curtain,
including Leipzig, Germany, where
J. S. Bach spent most of his life.

Rev. Dietterich recently recalled
an experience when the Wesley Sing-
ers were to travel into East Germany.

“We went through much apprehen-
sion as we crossed the border into
Eastern Europe and East Germany,”
he said. “We were to sing for congre-
gations that were suppressed in the
police states who were cut off from

Christians in the West. In Zwickau,
East Germany, in 1979, we sang in a
large Methodist Church, which was
packed with 1,000 people. They lis-
tened with an intensity that I’ll never
forget and expressed their gratitude
not only with rhythmic applause, but
with heartfelt, teary-eyed hand-
shakes.”

In a unique situation, The Wesley
Singers had a sister-choir liaison with
a choral organization in West Ger-
many. The Singkreis Laudate, con-
ducted by Max Köhler, returned the
Wesley Singers visits with concerts
at the Westfield church and at other
locations in the United States.

From October 17 through 19, about
65 of the Wesley Singers and their
families, joined by Rev. Dietterich,
will gather at the Westfield Methodist
Church for a special reunion.

After a weekend of rehearsals and
musical recollections, the Wesley Sing-
ers Reunion Choir, directed by Rev.
Dietterich, will join Trent Johnson,
current FUMC director of music and
organist, in the 10:45 a.m. Sunday
service on October 19. Any and all are
invited to attend this service of wor-
ship, choral and organ music.

Kids ‘n’ Arts Celebrates
15 Years of Arts Education

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES…Children ages 3 to 5 will learn music as part
of the curriculum of Kids ‘n’ Arts, a drop-off program in art, music and drama
sponsored by the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts.

WESTFIELD – For those seeking an
initial introduction to the arts, the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts’ Kids ‘n’
Arts (KNA) program, a weekly two-
hour drop-off class that returned earlier
this week, offers an age-appropriate
course in art, music and drama.

During the past one and a half de-
cades, hundreds of children from ages
3 to 5 have benefited from this carefully
designed curriculum and the experi-
ence and talent of the arts educators
involved.

The art segment allows children to
create arts and crafts using a variety of
mediums, while they listen to the music
of Mozart. During the music segment,
the group learns about rhythm and pitch,
using their voices and percussion and
tonal instruments.

In the fall semester, they will be
introduced to playing the recorder, while
the spring semester will include intro-
ductory violin lessons. The drama seg-
ment of KNA encourages children to
express themselves through acting, the-
ater games, creative movement, dance,
puppetry and pantomime.

The KNA staff includes Diane
Burkam, who possesses a Bachelor of
Art Education degree from College
Misericordia.

“As a practicing artist, I know that
living out our imagination through cre-
ative expression adds a fullness to all
aspects of life,” she said.

Maureen Monroe, who holds a Bach-

elor of Arts degree from Vassar College
and a Master of Music degree from the
New England Conservatory of Music,
is also on the staff.

Mrs. Monroe is a vocal music teacher
at the NJWA Music Studio and has
performed in area musical theater ven-
ues. She said, “Music and theater help
children to access their imaginations
and allow them to have a great deal of
fun while building their self confidence.”

Parents may choose a Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday class at either
9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m.

For additional information, call (908)
789-9696, visit 150-152 East Broad
Street or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Publisher/Poet R.G. Rader
To Read at Carriage House

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry event on Tues-
day, October 21, at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The featured reader will be R.G.
Rader, who will speak about small
press publishing and then read from
his own works.

Poet, playwright, actor and pro-
fessor of English, Mr. Rader is also
a coordinator of the Theater Pro-
gram at Passaic County Community
College and the publisher of Muse-
Pie Press, which he founded in 1980.

Mr. Rader’s poems have been
widely published in the United States
and abroad, and his book “Neon
Shapes” received a Merit Book
Award.

A playwright-in-residence and ac-
tor with the Arrowhead Theater Com-
pany in New York City, he is a mem-
ber of The Dramatists Guild of
America and has appeared in numer-
ous Off Broadway and regional plays,
as well as in films.

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries, celebrating its 10th anniversary
this year, has featured some of the
finest poets writing today, including
Renée Ashley, Robert Carnevale,
Catherine Doty, Pulitzer Prize re-
cipient Stephen Dunn, Alicia
Ostriker and Chancellor of the Acad-
emy of America Poets Gerald Stern.

Readings are held in the Kuran
Arts Center, an historic Gothic Re-
vival structure that was once a 19th-
Century carriage house, hence the
name of the series.

An open mic will follow the fea-
tured performance. For information,
call (908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-
5298.

For directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

DEAD POETS SOCIETY…R.G. Rader portrays Lord Byron at the “Festival of
Famous Poets,” which was held at the Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood in 2006.

Urinetown Promises
No ‘Shortage’ of Laughs

CRANFORD – Cranford Dramatic
Club Theatre opens its 90th season
with three-time Tony winner
Urinetown. The musical tells a hilari-
ous tale of greed, corruption, love and
betrayal set in a future town crippled
with a severe water shortage.

A 20-year drought has led to a
government-enforced ban on private
toilets, forcing citizens to use public
bathrooms that are regulated by a
private monopolizing company.

Those who cannot scrounge up
enough money to use the “amenity”
get dragged off to the dreaded
Urinetown as punishment.

From the ruins there rises an un-
likely hero who decides he has held it
long enough and launches a revolution
to lead them all to urinary freedom.

With a lively score and libretto by
Mark Hollman and Greg Kotis,
Urinetown won the 2002 Tony Award
for Best Original Score and Best Book
of a Musical.

Urinetown is being performed at
the CDC Theatre at 78 Winans Av-
enue in Cranford on Fridays, October
17 and 24, and Saturdays, October 18
and 25, at 8 p.m., as well as Sunday,
October 19, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20
and are available by calling (908)
276-7611.

WCP’s Midsummer Offers
Special Student Matinee

WESTFIELD –Westfield Commu-
nity Players opens the 2008-2009 sea-
son with William Shakespeare’s ro-
mantic comedy, A Misummer Night’s
Dream. The show continues Friday and
Saturday evenings through October 25,
with a 3 p.m. matinee on Sunday, Octo-
ber 19.

The 24-hour ticket tape at (908) 232-
1221 is now on and all reserved seating
is $15. The October 19 matinee at 3
p.m. has special student pricing at $7
per ticket. The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue, West in Westfield.

Ms. Naomi Yablonsky directs this
tale of nature and star-crossed lovers set
in the woodlands ruled by a fairy king
and queen. She is assisted by associate
director is Jerry Yablonsky and stage
manager Barbara Ruban.

The cast is a blend of WCP veterans
and newcomers who inhabit this won-
drous glen. Steve Lemenille (Clark) is
Theseus, Debbie Badal is Queen
Hippolyta and Allen Gershenson is
Egeus.

Other cast members include Candy
Predham, Ryan Correll (Winfield),
Peter Curley, Erica Flory, Anne Marie

Viola, Joe Penczak (Westfield), Jackie
Weiner (Westfield), Rick Roberts,
Claudio Venancio, Bill Van Sant, Garry
Tamburro, Ted Satur (Westfield), Joe
Belden (Fanwood), Danielle Levitt
(Westfield), Elizabeth Minski
(Fanwood), Karina Otero and Desiree
Ewankov (Fanwood).

For more information, see
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Hedgehog, Feather Hold
One-Day Workshops
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Hedge-

hog and Feather Theatre Company, is
holding one-day workshops, includ-
ing “The Spooky World of Theatre,”
on Monday, October 20, from 5 to
6:30 p.m.

The workshops are designed for
kids in grades 3 to 5.

All classes are held in the parish
hall of St. Paul’s Church, located at
414 East Broad Street of Westfield.

For more information, contact
hedgehogandfeather@yahoo.com or
(908) 578-0756, or consult
hedgehogandfeather.org

School Presents Somewhat
True Tale of Robin Hood

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Interme-
diate School is presenting The Some-
what True Tale of Robin Hood on Fri-
day, October 24, and Saturday, October
25, with both performances beginning
at 7:30 p.m.

The Somewhat True Tale of Robin
Hood is a comical spin on the timeless
classic. The story, set in Sherwood For-
est, sprinkled with Monty Python-esque
humor, is narrated by the Town’s Guy
(Geoffrey Ko).

The charming-yet-egocentric swash-
buckling Robin Hood, played by
Connor Swingle, is once again stealing
from the rich and giving to the poor. He
is accompanied by Friar Tuck (Ed
Caralan), Will Scarlett (Asher
Horowitz), Alan Adale (Joel Seltzer),
Little John (Zachary Jaffee) and his
band of merry men (Lucas Bizarro,
Alex Breakstone and Dan Maran).

Robin Hood’s efforts are met with
resistance by the diabolical plans of the
evil Prince John (Asher Stabler) and the
conniving Sheriff of Nottingham (Aus-

tin Fishman). The tale would not be
complete without the lovely damsels,
Lady Marian (Samantha Doles) and
her Lady in Waiting (Kate Capodano).

Annie Howe directs the play, while
Tracy Pushko serves as technical direc-
tor. A crew of 20 has worked tirelessly
under the direction of stage managers
Theresa DePalma and Lily Horowitz.

The shenanigans of Sherwood For-
est include wishes of skin afflictions,
fawning ladies, a bowling tournament,
a Girl Scout, an orphan, flashy battle
scenes and, of course, a guy in green.

Written by New Jersey playwright
Mary Lynn Dobson, The Somewhat
True Tale of Robin Hood will debut at
Roosevelt Intermediate School on Oc-
tober 24 and 25, at 7:30 p.m. and prom-
ises to be a treat for the whole family.

A special performance on Thursday,
October 23, at 4 p.m. is limited to
students, teachers and senior citizens.
Tickets may be purchased 45 minutes
prior to each performance at a cost of $7
per ticket.

COMICAL SPIN ON A CLASSIC...Roosevelt students promise that the comedic
Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood will be a rollicking good time.
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Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

. . .MAKE THEM

  UNFORGETTABLE

Saturday, October 18th  11am - 3pm

TRUNK SHOW
New Fall Charms Available

FREE Silver Pandora Bracelet with $150 Purchase
(limit first 100 customers)

U.S. Pat. No. 7,007,507

FW Photographer Cummings Sees
Reflections in His Photography

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood photogra-
pher Greg Cummings is well known for
his studies of reflections and the hidden
secrets they reveal.

Recently, Mr. Cummings exhibited
his “Reflections” at the Pearl Street
Gallery in the building that houses the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in Elizabeth.

Nature, architecture and even people
– no subject escapes the revelations
uncovered by Mr. Cummings’s cam-
era.

Every photograph in “Reflections”
reveals the fine details within a larger
panorama.

An avid nature lover and
outdoorsman, Mr. Cummings invites
his viewers to share his passion in “Au-
tumn Stream,” a landscape photo-
graphed near Schooley’s Mountain in
New Jersey, and “Dingle Harbour,”
taken on the Dingle Peninsula in Ire-
land.

It is the balancing of large and small
details that gives Mr. Cummings’ work
dimension.

His “Grandpa and Me” is an inter-
twining of Mr. Cummings’ portrait and
that of his grandson Taylor Schaffner,
age 8.

It was taken at The Children’s Mu-
seum in Austin, Tex.

“ … Having a solo exhibit provides

the ultimate in artistic satisfaction for
me,” Mr. Cummings said. “I am grate-
ful to Libby Reid of the Union County
Cultural and Heritage Affair’s office
for allowing me to exhibit at their Pearl
Street Gallery.”

While Mr. Cummings has shared his
photographic note cards and calendars
with family and friends for quite a
while, it is only in the last five years or
so that he has opened up his work to the
general public through exhibits, con-
tests and retail sales.

Shunning technology as much as
possible, Mr. Cummings mostly uses a
conventional 35 mm camera, although
he has recently begun to work with a
digital camera.

Mr. Cummings has exhibited his
photographs in solo and group shows in
New Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode

Island.
He has received many awards for his

work, including first place in the 2008
Union County Senior Art Show and
Best in Show and first place in previous
years.

Mr. Cummings also earned a Best in
Show in the Friends of Wildlife Ref-
uges of Rhode Island Photo Contest, as
well as awards in the Wickford Art
Association Juried Shows in Rhode
Island.

For the last 12 years, Mr. Cummings
has chaired the Fanwood planning and
zoning board in a volunteer capacity.

Mr. Cummings’ “Reflections” has
now moved to Fanwood Bagels on
Martine Avevenue. For more informa-
tion about Mr. Cummings or to see
samples of his photographs, log onto
gregcummingsphotography.com.

Greg Cummings’ “Angles”

WF Doctor’s Memoir Tackles Female
Liberation in Post-Great Depression

Book Garners Attention of Frankfurt Book Fair
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – As a young woman,
Gloria Schrager, retired Westfield pe-
diatrician and clinical professor of pe-
diatrics at Columbia University, over-
came hardships she and her Russian–
Jewish immigrant parents faced during
the Great Depression and broke through
the glass ceiling in her field of work. In
her memoir, “Medicine, Matzoh Balls
and Motherhood: the Complex Life of
a Woman Physician,” she offers a retro-
spective of her childhood and the diffi-
culties faced by a woman who pursued
a career as a doctor in mid-20th-Cen-
tury America.

The subject has garnered the atten-
tion of the Frankfurt Book Fair, the
world’s largest trade fair for books,
held annually in mid-October in Frank-
furt-am Main, Germany.

Dr. Schrager was born in Brooklyn
in 1924, and when she was of age to
attend college, she thought she would
major in history. But that would change.
While attending Brooklyn College, she
was persuaded by a science professor
to apply to medical school.

This was in 1942, a time when, ac-
cording to Dr. Schrager, women were
encouraged to become nurses, not doc-
tors.

Dr. Schrager said her experience of
living through the Great Depression,
which she writes about in her book,
interests publishers, especially given
the current economic climate.

“I was 5 or 6 when it occurred,” she
reminisced. “I remember it distinctly. It

changed my life.”
Dr. Schrager came from a “moder-

ately prosperous upbringing,” but after
her father’s car dealership – one of the
first to exist – expanded too quickly and
failed, the family could no longer af-
ford to live in New York City.

Dr. Schrager said the “very middle-
class environment and typical expecta-
tions” were quickly dashed when her
family set up shop in upstate New York.

“I was tossed into the wilderness,
literally,” she said.

She remembers her family not own-
ing refrigeration and putting its perish-
able items on the back porch in the
cooler weather.

“We had bears nosing around our
flimsy shack...I still see the image of
milk splattered on a bear’s muzzle from
the bottles he’d smashed.”

She said the change of scenery from
the city to the forests of New York
elicited a “need to be independent,” a
streak she would display throughout
her life.

One of the primary reasons Dr.
Schrager is traveling to Germany is to
discuss the possibility of translating her
book into other languages to spread the
book’s influence.

Representatives from book publish-
ing and multimedia companies from all
over the world come to the Frankfurt

Book Fair to negotiate international
publishing rights and licensing fees.
For five days, more than 7,000 exhibi-

tors from more than 100 countries, in
addition to some 286,000 visitors, take
part.

One country that might be interested
is Japan, a country she considers “be-
hind” the United States in terms of its
acceptance of female doctors.

During her career, Dr. Schrager
helped lure the best young Japanese
doctors to an Overlook Hospital pro-
gram she ran.

“I’ve given lectures in Japan,” she
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “So,
some Japanese publishers might be in-
terested.”

She also thinks the book could do
well in France. Living close to the
Canadian border during her formative
years, she naturally picked up the French
language, which she would put to use
on multiple trips to France with her
husband.

“It could be of interest to the French
publishers. [French President Nicolas]
Sarkozy is a friend of Israel. He’s fought
vehemently to remove anti-Semitism
from Israel,” she said.

Mr. Sarkozy lost 57 members of his
family to the Nazis and comes from a
long line of Zionist leaders.

In addition to the goal of getting her
book more widely read, she said her
memoir offers people reassurance dur-
ing troubling times.

“The book delivers the message that
‘this, too, shall pass,’” she said. “De-
spite it all, despite the Depression, we
lived through it. There is a future.”

“Medicine, Matzoh Balls and Moth-
erhood” is published by Xlibris Corpo-
ration and is available for purchase
online at xlibris.com and
medicinematzohballsandmotherhood.com.
The book is also available at Barnes and
Noble, Amazon and The Town Book
Store.

The memoir of Westfield Dr. Gloria
Schrager (pictured below) should garner

attention at the Frankfurt Book Fair.

“The book delivers the mes-
sage that ‘this, too, shall pass.’
Despite it all, despite the De-
pression, we lived through it.
There is a future.”

~ Dr. Gloria Schrager

Premiere Stages Accepts
NJ Play Submissions

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University is currently accepting play
submissions from New Jersey profes-
sional playwrights born or currently
residing in New Jersey for the Premiere
Stages Play Festival.

The festival is also open to play-
wrights in the greater metropolitan area
(New York, Connecticut and Pennsyl-
vania).

“We are committed to developing
and producing the work of local play-
wrights,” said John Wooten, producing
artistic director of Premiere Stages.

“We invite playwrights and patrons
to join us in the process of creating
original work for the stage,” he said.

Interested playwrights are asked to
submit either a synopsis or full script
through an agent. All playwrights who
have been asked to submit full scripts,
including those not selected for ex-
panded development, will receive an
evaluation of the submitted play from
the panel upon request.

Three of the plays submitted will be
selected for development at Premiere
Stages. The three plays will be given
public readings and talkbacks with the

audience and panel will follow each
reading.

The panel will work with the produc-
ing artistic director of Premiere Stages
to select one of the three plays for a June
2009 Equity Staged Reading, and the
play deemed to be furthest along in its
development, will receive a fully pro-
duced Equity production in July 2009.

A cash prize will be awarded to three
of the participating playwrights. The
play selected for full production will be
awarded $2,000; the play selected for
the June reading will be awarded $750
and a runner-up will be awarded $500.

There is no fee required to submit to
the Festival. Playwrights can download
submission guidelines from kean.edu/
premierestages or call (908) 737-4092.

Premiere Stages offers free or dis-
counted tickets to patrons with disabili-
ties. All Premiere Stages facilities are
wheelchair-accessible spaces. Please
call for a list of sign- interpreted, audio-
described or open-captioned perfor-
mances. Large-print programs are avail-
able at all times. Publications are avail-
able with advanced notice in alternate
formats.

IF YOU SEE MY REFLECTION...Fanwood photographer Greg Cummings, an avid outdoorsman, takes viewers to the
Dingle Peninsula of Ireland above in “Dingle Harbour Reflections.”

Westfield Art Association

Autumnal Exhibition 2008

85 Artworks by 48 Area Artists

paintings, drawings, sculpture, prints, photographs

Westfield Community Room

425 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ  07090

October 19, 21, 22, 25, 26               1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Artists’ Reception      Sunday, October 19, 2008

LIGHT REFRESHMENT SERVED


