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Correction
A headline on page 2 in last week’s

edition contained an error. The cor-
rect headline should have said “Re-
publican Seventh District Congres-
sional candidate Leonard Lance did
not benefit from a state slush fund.”
We apologize for the error.

HELLO WESTFIELD…Jill Dispenza mans the phones with other volunteers at
a recent Westfield United Way telethon. Calls encourage donations to support the
18 member agencies. Mrs. Dispenza said these uncertain economic times make it
even more essential to help those who are in need.

Tickets Are Available
For Mayor’s Gala

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tickets for
the annual Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Charity Gala on Friday, December
5, are now on sale in the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department. Tick-
ets for the event are $75.

The gala will be held at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains. A non-partisan event,
it serves to bring all segments of the
community together for an evening
of dining, dancing and a silent auc-
tion. Proceeds from the event ben-
efit the Municipal Alliance Commit-
tee and other local non-profit orga-
nizations.

The event also recognizes citizens
and groups that have made volun-
tary contributions to Scotch Plains.
Awards are presented in the follow-
ing categories: female volunteer of
the year, male volunteer of the year,
volunteer couple of the year and
volunteer organization of the year.

For information about tickets, the
Mayor’s Gala or how to donate a
gift, call the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 1221.

Korean War Memorial
Group Achieves its Goal

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public
is invited to the dedication ceremony
for the Korean War Memorial clock
in Scotch Plains on Veterans Day –
“the 11th month, the 11th day, the
11th hour” – November 11. The
ceremony will be held at Town Cen-
tre on Park Avenue and Front Street.

Korean War veteran Donald
Wussler of Scotch Plains spear-
headed the successful effort in
reaching out to the public for funds
for the memorial, and the public
responded by contributing more
than $16,600. Events sponsored by
the recreation department, minia-
ture golf and senior citizen day at
Scotch Hills Golf Course, gener-
ated $1,500 for the project.

Westfield Bellmaster John Panosh
and his crewmembers will trans-
port the Westfield Town Bell to
Scotch Plains in support of the cer-
emony. Scotch Plains Department
of Public Works members will help
with readying the site.

Mr. Wussler, grateful to the pub-
lic, said [due to the level of sup-
port], “we’ll definitely be able to
put the words ‘Freedom is not Free’
on the face of the clock and put a
plaque with an inscription on gran-
ite or the like at the base. We’re
going to use any excess for land-
scaping, maybe a bench and upkeep
of the clock and of the area where
the clock will stand.”

For more information, contact Mr.
Wussler at (908) 889-1709.

Cranford Residents Seek
Support for Skate Park
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Two Cranford
residents took their quest for a local
skate park to the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday
night. Board members said they
wanted to see how two new skate
parks being added in Linden and Clark
would work out before talking about
adding a fourth facility. Elizabeth also
has a skate park.

The Cranford township committee
earlier this month turned down a pro-
posal for a park due to fears of liabil-
ity and the lack of a suitable location
for the park, given opposition from
residents over the potential for noise
and traffic a state park might gener-
ate, according to localsource.com.

Monica Shimkus said she has gar-
nered 500 signatures for a petition in
support of a park for skateboarders.
“I’d like to make this a non-political
issue,” she said. She said kids, par-
ents and merchants have all signed
the petition.

“We are looking for a piece of land
that everyone can agree on,” she said.
Ms. Shimkus said a recent meeting
announced “by word of mouth” at-
tracted more than 80 youngsters,
mostly from Cranford and
Kenilworth. She said the Westfield
YMCA has offered help in fundraising
efforts for the project.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said the county has a skate
park in Elizabeth and that two more
will open soon at Wheeler Park in
Linden and Esposito Park in Clark.
“We are very much committed in
terms of skate parks.”

“There are many communities that
would like to have a skate park, but
[they say] ‘not in their backyard,’”
Mr. Estrada said.

Kristopher Beck, a teenager from
Cranford, said that “location [for the
skate park] is a huge point of this.” He
said those supporting the initiative
are seeking a “compromise” on the
project. He said he didn’t want to
skate too close to homes as he “[didn’t]
want to bother anyone.”

According to The Cranford
Chronicle, the Cranford Police Ath-
letic League (PAL) had considered
raising funds for the project three
years ago but opted not to pursue a
park on municipal property after pro-
posals for a skate park at Adams and
Orange Avenues were opposed by
area residents.

At last Thursday’s meeting, Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said while the
board does not have anything against
a skate park, the county wanted to
wait for the two new skate parks to
open before deciding on any addi-
tional facilities.

She said the county has a “long
record of providing funds” for sports
facilities and programs.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, chair-
woman of the board’s open space
committee, said the skate park to open
at Wheeler Park is similar to one
previously  located atDobson Park in
Linden.

“Let’s see if that (Wheeler and
Esposito Parks proposal) works out.
It might resolve the issue,” Ms. Ward
said.

In other business, Ms. Ward thanked
the board for moving ahead with a
$1.4 million grant from the state’s
Homeland Security and Preparedness
Program, which, she said, includes
$140,465 for a school safety pro-
gram. She said the county would use
the money to hire a consultant to
work with all of the school districts in
the county.

“It (school safety programs) will
affect every child in Union County,”
Ms. Ward said.

The board also approved, on a sec-
ond and final reading, a $33.4-mil-
lion bond ordinance to implement the
county’s capital budget. Among the
projects included are $500,000 for
the construction of a bike trail at
Lenape Park and boiler and electrical
system upgrades, as well as other
improvements at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains, totaling $1.6 million.

John Bury of Kenilworth ques-
tioned the board on a resolution to
spend $174,426 to provide benefits to
employees not covered under the
state’s Public Employees Retirement
System (PERS).

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said that there are 60 workers covered
by the Workforce Investment Plan who
are not eligible for PERS. Officials
said, although not identical, the de-
fined contribution plan being offered
by the county, similar to a 401(k),  is
compatible to what PERS offers.

Lance Comments
On State Toll Tax

Seventh District Congressional
Candidate Leonard Lance issued
the following statement concerning
Governor Jon Corzine’s plan to
boost tolls in New Jersey. The New
Jersey Turnpike Authority on Fri-
day approved the Corzine toll-tax
plan.

“Governor Corzine’s proposal for
sharp increases in tolls on the Turn-
pike, Parkway and Atlantic City Ex-
pressway is wrong. New Jersey’s
depressed economic and business
conditions cannot sustain the Turn-
pike Authority’s plan to impose such
a large new tax on residents and
visitors to the state. And I also have
repeatedly questioned the legality
of using $1.25 billion from the pro-
posed toll hikes to help finance the
Trans-Hudson rail tunnel to New
York. I will continue to work with
like-minded officials and citizens
against the Corzine toll-tax plan.”

“I am disappointed that my oppo-
nent for Congress, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, has not joined me in
vocal opposition to the Corzine plan.
This current economic crisis is hurt-
ing too many Central New Jersey
families. The last thing these work-
ing families need are more taxes.”

Campaign Release: Garwood Republicans
GOP Favors ‘Careful’ Redevelopment
It can be expected that over the next

several years, the view up and down
North and South Avenues will prob-
ably change dramatically. Recognized
as the original industrial center of
Union County, the manufacturing fa-
cilities in Garwood have been gradu-
ally moving out, a scenario that has
been taking place in much of the Gar-
den State. As New Jersey becomes
more service-oriented, Garwood will
be confronted with several redevelop-
ment situations, which are sure to cre-
ate community controversy.

Residents are becoming savvier
when it comes to what is going to be
built in their communities. This was
certainly evident when age-restricted
housing with underground parking was
being proposed for the St. Anne’s prop-
erty and when a convenience store/gas
station combo was being discussed for
North Avenue. Neither project moved
forward; in the case of the conve-
nience store/gas station, this was a
good thing because it would have cre-
ated some unique traffic concerns,
which the developer was not address-
ing thoughtfully.

To its credit the Garwood Planning
Board has been sensitive to the vision
that the residents have of their com-
munity so far, but as more projects
come before the board, things will
become increasingly challenging. The
borough’s Master Plan is currently
being reworked, with officials seek-
ing input from the community; it is
said that another opportunity for pub-
lic comments/suggestions will be of-
fered. Should that be the case, we
would urge that residents attend if
possible so that there will be a greater
understanding of why things happen
the way that they sometimes do.

What takes place in the communities
adjoining our own must also be fac-
tored into any decisions that the bor-
ough makes. Currently, Garwood has
age-restricted housing within our bor-
ders as does Westfield and Cranford.
Cranford Crossing still has available
retail space on the ground floor of that

project, and recently, a very large parcel
was purchased by a developer and an-
other is in the planning stages as well.

There is now a major vacancy at the
Garwood Mall on South Avenue
where Walgreen’s was for years, and
shortly, two other facilities near the
Pathmark store are expected to be
vacated. Just a bit down North Av-
enue is the huge Romerovski prop-
erty in Roselle Park, where munici-
pality and developer are embroiled in
a legal morass, which entails afford-
able housing — something that every
town will be dealing with thanks to
the new and convoluted state COAH
(Council on Affordable Housing) re-
quirements.

The term “smart development” has
been bandied about quite a bit, with
candidates calling for it when refer-
ring to “hot-button-issue building
projects” at election time. But what
does it really mean and who is to
determine what is “smart” and what
isn’t? We believe that there are many
elements to be considered when the
discussion turns to what should hap-
pen to the large parcels which are
sure to come up for development along
North and South Avenues.

These areas are the gateways to our
community and how those passing
through will be perceiving our town;
after all, we know what is said about
first impressions being important. The
retooled Master Plan should serve as a
guide but not be thought of as an air-
tight blueprint for our community be-
cause just like families, communities
are ever-growing and ever-changing
entities, which need nurturing to en-
sure they remain fiscally stable, pro-
ductive and cohesive.

The GOP candidates, Tim Hak and
Patricia Quattrocchi, will support a
carefully planned redevelopment of
the North and South Avenue corridors.
We cannot blindly support the prac-
tice of eminent domain and are eager
to exchange views with the residents
as we canvass the borough in the days
leading up to the General Election.

County Lab Receives
Nat’l Accreditation

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Forensic Labora-
tory has been accredited in the disci-
plines of Controlled Substances and
Biology through the American Soci-
ety of Crime Laboratory Directors/
Laboratory Accreditation Board
(ASCLD/LAB) for a period of five
years.

Union County is the first county
lab in the state to received DNA cer-
tification from ASCLD/LAB.

The lab will provide DNA analysis
and profiling and conduct DNA test-
ing for criminal cases.

Health Dept. to Hold
Rabies Clinic Oct. 27
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Health will be conducting a
free rabies clinic, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m., on Monday, October 27. The
clinic will be held at Westfield Fire
Station 2, located 1029 Central Av-
enue. No appointments are required.

The public can limit exposure to
rabies by making sure all their dogs
and cats are vaccinated against ra-
bies, that they do not leave family
pets outdoors overnight or feed ani-
mals outdoors and that they avoid
contact with all wild animals.

The healthy department said par-
ents should discuss with their chil-
dren not to bring home pets or at-
tempt to “help” a sick wild animal.

Anyone bitten by an animal should
consult his or her physician immedi-
ately or contact the health depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070 to report the
incident.

2 Hickory Road Summit, NJ 07901
— Serving the area for over 19 years —

www.classicconstructionservice.com

Renovations Additions Kitchens Bathrooms
Basements Decks Ceilings Tiling Stairs

EXCELLENT LOCAL REFERENCES

C A R P E N T RY PA I N T I N G
R O O F I N G M A S O N RY G R E E N B U I L D I N G

908-233-6161
No job is too large or too small!

Ian Woodcock, Master Builder

G92662


