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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
REPUBLICANS RALLY...Earlier this month in Summit, New Jersey Republi-
cans held a rally for the Presidential ticket of Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) and
Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin. Republican nominee for U.S. Senate Dick Zimmer,
who will face Frank Lautenberg in November, is flanked by State Senators
Leonard Lance, who will battle Linda Stender for the open U.S. House seat in the
Seventh District, and Tom Kean, Jr. Mountainside councilman Glenn Mortimer
appears in the background.

Asw. Stender Favors Middle Class
Tax Cut, Tapping Iraqi Oil Profits

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood, the Demo-
cratic candidate for Congress in the 7th
District, said last Wednesday, during an
interview at The Westfield Leader of-
fice, that she would have voted for the
$700-billion rescue bill in Washington
to help shore up the nation’s financial
markets and lending institutions.

The candidate also said she opposes
nuclear power but favors alternative
energy sources, including wind- and
solar-generated power. (For the full in-
terview, see goleader.com/services/
video.)

Mrs. Stender, a former mayor and
councilwoman in Fanwood and county

freeholder, is making a second run for
Congress after coming within 1 per-
cent of defeating four-term Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R, New Providence) in 2006.

The candidate said the economy is
the top issue in the campaign. “Every
person I have talked to is fearful and
uneasy about the future, and they are
really furious in many cases over the
lack of oversight, the lack of trans-

parency and regulation that allowed
our financial markets to go into such
distress,” Mrs. Stender said. “Never
in my lifetime have I heard people
question the safety of our financial
institutions the way they are ques-
tioning them now.”

When asked about her views on the
$700-billion bailout bill and billions
of dollars in tax breaks, Mrs. Stender
said, “I would have voted for that bill.
Not taking action would have had a
worse outcome.”

“It wasn’t a perfect bill, but I be-
lieved that, at the essence, we have to
take steps to start to fix the mess and
start to restore trust in the system,”
she said. She said the bill addresses
“oversight, regulation, transparency”
while “making sure there were no
golden parachutes [for corporate
CEOs].”

She said she was “discouraged and
appalled” by the billions of dollars in
pork projects thrown into the legisla-
tion. “But that was how they got the
votes, and the bill did pass.”

“I believed that instead of the pork
that got funded, we should have cre-
ated infrastructure investment out of
that and put people to work,” she said.

Mrs. Stender called the rise of fore-
closures, up 187 percent in Union
County, a “very nightmarish version
of trickle down economics.”

“When businesses can’t have access
to credit so they can make their payroll,
that’s going to start to have very bad
repercussions,” she said. “Until we
know who the next President is going to
be and the makeup of the Congress, I
think we are going to see this very
volatile [stock market] situation, which
just contributes to the unease.”

The candidate said the government
should pursue a Roosevelt
Homeowners Corporation-type pro-
gram, which, she explained, would
allow the Federal government to ac-
quire mortgages, thus enabling
homeowners in those properties to
refinance their loans “into an afford-
able level and time of repayment.”

“When that (Roosevelt Homeowners
Corporation) was done, it did keep
people in their homes. It helped to
stabilize the housing market,” she said.

She said the United States should
receive financial assistance from Iraq.
“The Iraqi government now has a $79-
billion surplus as we’re broke. There is
something wrong with that picture.”

She said she opposes “tax breaks and
subsidies to the oil companies,” saying
the United States must reduce its de-
pendence on fossil fuels while support-
ing “renewable energy resources of
wind and solar and bio fuels.”

“I think there are so many instances
of American ingenuity that we have not
allowed to come to market that needs to
come to market, so that we’ll have the
energy to run our country and to run our
future,” Mrs. Stender said. “I was the
author of the Global Warming Response
Act [in the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture]. I am somebody that believes we
should…take action based on what sci-
ence is telling us, especially on issues
like climate change.”

An opponent of nuclear power, Mrs.
Stender said “nobody wants” nuclear
waste. On the safety issue, she cited the
Chernobyl nuclear reactor accident in
Russia that occurred in 1986. “Why
would we risk that when I believe we
can, in fact, not only support wind and
solar [but bring] to market other tech-
nologies and ways of providing en-
ergy?”

Talking about the current $9.8-tril-
lion national deficit, Mrs. Stender said
Congress should provide tax breaks to
the middle class while ending tax breaks
to corporations who move jobs over-
seas. She said loopholes must be closed
that permit corporate CEOs to “rape
and pillage their companies…as they
walk out the door with millions of
dollars.”

She listed energy independence, re-
pairing the nation’s infrastructure, and
healthcare as her top priorities.

“Fifty percent of the bankruptcies
stem from healthcare costs. So, we
have to reduce the costs there and create
a system of shared responsibility…to
make sure that everybody is covered,”
she said. “I am not a supporter of the
single-payer system because I am con-
cerned about how we would ever pay
for that.”

Mrs. Stender said healthcare costs
can be reduced by providing medical
records electronically to reduce dupli-
cation of medical tests. Mrs. Stender
said she would work to eliminate “waste,
fraud and abuse” in the healthcare sys-
tem. She favors tax breaks to compa-
nies that offer health insurance to their
employees and supports allowing small
businesses to pool together with others
to purchase health insurance at a lower
rate.

Mrs. Stender said she ran for Con-
gress in 2006 because of her opposition
to the Iraq War. “I was very opposed to
it. I think we should never have gone
into that war. I still feel strongly that
[that] war was a mistake, especially for
the families who have lost their loved
ones.”

“For us, as a nation, I think it really
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Quattrocchi and Hak Discuss
GW Budget, Development

By RAYNOR DENITZIO and PAUL J.
PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Republican can-
didates for council, Patricia
Quattrocchi and Timothy Hak, sat
down for an interview at the offices of
The Westfield Leader last week to
discuss topics including the munici-
pal budget, the possibility of merging
and redevelopment in the borough.
Video of the interview is available at
goleader.com.

Ms. Quattrocchi, a former council-
woman and free-
holder candidate,
said although she
felt the tax in-
crease of this
year’s $6.8-mil-
lion municipal
budget, which
taxed homeowners
$177 per house as-
sessed at
$100,000, was “a
bit much,” there
are “certain ex-
penses that a bor-
ough, just like a
household, has to
maintain,” such as
pension costs and police coverage.

“It’s very painful for a conscien-
tious council person to sit there and
say ‘I have to raise taxes,’” Ms.
Quattrocchi said. “That’s really hard,
it’s a hard thing to do.”

Mr. Hak, who is active in the
Garwood Lion’s Club and Knights of
Columbus, said that efforts to save
money should focus on smarter spend-
ing rather than cuts in municipal ser-
vices.

“It’s difficult to start to try and cut
things, if you will, but it’s more a matter
of trying to budget the money that we
do have and take a little more control of
that, [that] is how I see that we can
make a difference on the town council,”
Mr. Hak said.

Ms. Quattrocchi said Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy and the council’s deci-
sion to reduce their salaries this year
set “a good example” and that “those
are the things that we would like to
continue to see happen.” The mayor’s
salary was cut from $2,400 to $1,800
and each salary of the six council
members was reduced from $2,000

to $1,500.
Ms. Quattrocchi said although

Garwood received $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid this year, the borough
paid $2.3 million in county taxes. Ms.
Quattrocchi said rather than the bor-
ough reducing services available to
residents, the county should reexam-
ine its budget so there would be less
of a burden on municipalities.

“Tim and I believe that Garwood’s
money, as much as possible, should
stay in Garwood and that the county
needs to look at what services and what

things they’re do-
ing that they don’t
need to do because
they pass those ex-
penses on to the mu-
nicipalities and
towns like ours,”
Ms. Quattrocchi
said.

Both candidates
said the council
should have given
more consideration
to a resolution that
called for a vote on
electing certain
members of the
board of freehold-

ers by district. The resolution was voted
down 4-2 during the council’s Septem-
ber 9 meeting.

“What the resolution called for was
to put the vote to the general public and
I felt like it was almost a slap to the
residents of the town that they are not
allowed to have a say in how their
county officials are elected,” Ms.
Quattrocchi said.

Ms. Quattrocchi and Mr. Hak also
said that they would be open to ex-
ploring the possibility of merging with
other towns to reduce costs, but Mr.
Hak noted that many residents “seem
to feel they want to keep it Garwood.”
Ms. Quattrocchi also said although
merging might seem like a way to
save money, the neighboring munici-
palities of Cranford and Westfield
both have higher property taxes than
Garwood.

Regarding redevelopment in the bor-
ough, Mr. Hak and Ms. Quattrocchi
praised the planning board for how it
has handled development thus far. Ms.
Quattrocchi said she would like to see
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Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HIGH FIVE...Young students at Westfield’s Lincoln School learned about safety last week from police officers in the DARE
program. About 30 officers from New Jersey, Connecticut and Kansas delivered mini-lessons on safety to kindergarten and
pre-school children in Westfield. Discussions included “stranger danger,” use of “911,” answering telephones and doorbells,
and Halloween safety.

Cronin Voices ‘Frustration’ With
Teen Situation Outside Starbucks

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Echoing the con-
cerns of Linda Augustine last week
that the area adjacent to Starbucks has
become a “hellish” neighborhood,
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin voiced her “frustration” with
the situation.

Ms. Cronin, when asked if Ms.
Augustine’s claims of “raucous” and
“lewd” behavior were exaggerated,
responded, “Not in my opinion. I’m
very frustrated by this activity. We
work to make the downtown attrac-
tive, and some insist on making it
unpleasant for others.”

Between 2005 and 2007, the DWC
funded extra police presence in the
vicinity of Starbucks, but due to bud-
getary constraints this year, the pro-
gram has not continued.

“We’ve stopped throwing money at
the problem,” she said. “That wasn’t
working.”

Ms. Cronin said the kids are congre-
gating on private property outside the
coffee shop, and she has discussed

with the property owner the possibil-
ity of redesigning the sidewalk or sim-
ply taking it away.

“We’re investigating it to see if it
makes sense,” she said.

She added that the DWC has exam-
ined the issue for years, meeting with
the police department, discussing a
community-policing grant, video sur-
veillance and even considering the
sounds of classical music as a deter-
rent.

Regardless of how the situation is
quelled, Ms. Cronin believes it has to
be a “group effort.” She emphasized
that Westfield is still a “great, safe
downtown;” however, Ms. Cronin said
she feels a few “disrespectful” teens
have disrupted the lives of people liv-
ing, working and shopping in the area.

“The kids need to be educated,” she
said. “It’s not OK to shake light poles,
break tree limbs, spray graffiti, tear off
business signs.”

In many instances, she said the chil-
dren do not respond to authority fig-
ures, and if no laws are technically
being broken, it is difficult to super-
vise them.

“The police said it’s not their job to
babysit teens,” Ms. Cronin said.
“Whose responsibility is it to babysit
them?”

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
provided The Westfield Leader with
data dating back to 2005 on activity in
Parking Lot 5, located behind the
Starbucks and Rialto Theatre. The data
show peak activity in 2006 and 2007,
with numbers tapering off this year.

In 2005, 133 incidents were re-
ported; of these, 22 were considered
disorderly conduct; curfew and loiter-
ing, 13; gathering of youth, 13; dis-
turbing the peace, 10, and narcotics,
four.

The same parking lot saw 225 inci-
dences in 2006; disorderly conduct,
57; curfew, 36; thefts, four; weapons
charges, three; disturbing the peace,
39, gathering of youth, 36.

In 2007, the number of incidents
swelled to 247; disorderly conduct,
72; curfew-related, 37; disturbing the
peace, 58, thefts, two.

Through October 14, 2007, 207 of-
fenses were logged in Lot 5. Through
the same date in 2008, the number has
dropped to 192; disorderly conduct,
20; curfew-related 40; gathering of
youth, 40; thefts, three, assaults, five.

Chief Parizeau, who commands a
police roster of close to 60, said his
officers are in the vicinity of Starbucks
“all the time, perhaps too much. It
takes our resources away from other
areas of the town.”

The chief said while there is cer-
tainly “bad” behavior occurring, it
might not be considered “criminal.”
He insists that drug arrests have been
made. Officers have been placed in
plain clothes to monitor the area, which
remains an option for addressing the
situation in the future.

If, however, kids are merely hang-
ing out in large numbers, officers have
little recourse to demand they dis-
perse.

“We have no right to throw them off
the sidewalks [if they are not breaking
any laws]. Starbucks draws large

County Officials Prepare
For ‘Unprecedented’ Voters

By RAYNOR DENITZIO and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — As the deadline for
New Jersey residents to register for
November 4’s General Election came
and went on Tuesday, Union County
election officials were working over-
time to process the new registrants.

“We’re working a minimum of 13
hours a day,” said Dennis Kobitz, deputy
administrator of the Union County
Board of Elections. “My staff has been
great. They’re working from 8 a.m. to a
minimum of 9 p.m.”

Mr. Kobitz said the county is experi-
encing “unprecedented voting num-
bers,” with 11,000 new registrations in
September alone. He estimates that his
office was getting between 1,000 to
1,500 new registrations a day.

Mr. Kobitz said there were 269,699
registered voters in the county for the
June 3 primary and placed that number
at more than 280,000 as of October 10.

In addition, many voters are apply-
ing for absentee ballots. Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said her office
expects to receive close to 600 absentee
ballot requests per day as the election
nears.

“As of Friday, we had close to 9,000,
and that includes civilian, Federal, over-
seas and military ballots,” Ms. Rajoppi
said.

Ms. Rajoppi said she expects up-
wards of 12,000 requests in total since
this year is a presidential election year.

“We’re about on target at this point
for numbers, as to number of absen-
tees,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray
said she’s seeing an “influx” of new
voters since the presidential primary in
February. “There’s a lot of voter regis-
tration right now,” she said. She said
she isn’t involved with inputting the
names in the system.

The clerk’s office is basically the
registrar of votes. So, she said, “We’re
not going to turn anyone away. We
don’t check IDs.” She said her office
essentially forwards the registrations
over to Board of Elections in Elizabeth.

“We just accept them,” she said.
Election officials said there is a sys-

tem in place to ensure the integrity of
votes, although, so far neither Mr. Kobitz
nor Ms. Rajoppi have seen any irregu-
larities in the registrations or absentee
ballot requests. News reports over the
past week have identified numerous
irregularities especially concerning reg-
istrations made through the Associa-
tion of Community Organizations for
Reform (ACORN).

“I haven’t noticed any fraudulent
activity thus far,” Mr. Kobitz said. “Ev-
erything seems to be matching up.”

Mr. Kobitz said in 2006 and 2007
when ACORN did a massive registra-
tion drive in the county, half of the
names were fraudulent. They were
mostly pulled out of a telephone book
or didn’t exist.

Scotch Plains Township Clerk Bar-
bara Riepe said her office hasn’t no-
ticed anything out of the ordinary as far
as registration. She said the township
was getting a lot of registrations, but no
different than Presidential election
years. When asked about registrations
without complete addresses or incor-
rect information, Ms. Riepe said there
hadn’t been anything unusual this year.

Mr. Kobtiz said to be entered as a
voter, new registrants must provide a
driver’s license or the last four digits of
their Social Security number. In addi-
tion, the county’s system also checks to
ensure that registrants are not currently
on probation or parole. If the informa-
tion provided does not match, voters
are asked for identification at their poll-
ing place. Only homeless voters are
allowed to vote without an address, and
they are only permitted to vote in per-
son.

For absentee ballots, Ms. Rajoppi
said county clerks have access to a
voter database where they can check
the information in their county. The
database includes the voter’s address,
voter number and signature. Ms.
Rajoppi said that the person’s signature
is the “primary identifier.”

“In the case of a signature that does

GARWOOD THOUGHTS...Timothy
Hak and Pat Quattrocchi, Republican
candidates for Garwood Council, dis-
cuss borough issues with editor Paul
Peyton. See video at goleader.com.

DISCUSSING ISSUES...Asw. Linda
Stender discusses issues with editor
Paul Peyton on matters of her candi-
dacy for Congress in the 7th District.
See video at goleader.com.
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