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Bards Cease Their Wandering
For a Stop at Garwood’s Crossroads

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Late last month,
on a Friday night, The Wandering
Bards, a folk-inspired quintet, brought

its energetic and unplugged show to
the Crossroads, filling the club with a
style of music all its own, even when
playing other artists’ songs.

Comprised of guitarist Colin
McKay, bassist Rob Baumann, vio-
linist Ray Fyhr, percussionist Mike
Cardone and vocalist/multi-instru-
mentalist Kenny Allen, the Bards
began the show with a rhythm-driven
cover of Elvis Presley’s “All Shook
Up” before moving into an original
and slightly dirty original called
“Loose Juice.”

This set the tone for the evening, as
the set was divided between covers
and original material, all performed
in the Bard’s unique style. This in-
cluded Mr. Allen’s John Popper-esque
[Blues Traveler front man] harmonica
work on the original song “Moods of
the Ocean” and the Eastern European
stomp on their cover of the Rolling
Stones’ “Paint it Black.”

“When it comes to covers, we do
have to work with our instrumenta-

tion,” Mr. Allen, who has also worked
with local artists Tom Vella and the
Wayside, said. “We have to get it
‘Bardified’ before we play it before
anyone. But it’s a great thing to do

because it helps to warm up the crowd
before playing our original stuff.”

“We also try to stick with songs
people don’t hear all the time; al-
though, it does change depending on
the venue,” added
Mr. McKay, who
has played on and
off with Mr. Allen
and Mr. Cardone
for 20 years.

While the
“Bardification”
process can be
difficult, the band
is committed to its
folky, acoustic
sound.

“It gives us a
lot less equipment to carry,” said Mr.
Cardone, who passes on a drumset in
favor of a cajón, a square, Spanish
drum on which he sits and beats like
a box. “Plus, we all love this music,
and we have a lot of fun playing it.
We’ve all tried doing ‘rock and roll,’

and we’ve been more successful do-
ing this.”

The group’s lineup and talents has
certainly led the Bards to a unique
sound that mixes in folk, reggae, rock,
Irish and European-style musical
touches. They are also aided by Mr.
Allen’s musical skill; Mr. McKay de-
scribes his band mate as having the
ability to “turn anything into a musi-
cal instrument.’

Mr. Allen more then demonstrated
his musical acumen at the Crossroads,
playing harmonica, accordion, jaw-
harp and even playing a saw – all
while singing in a voice that adapted
to every musical twist his band mates
threw at him.

The other members were no
slouches either, whether playing
reggae or their Mexican-influenced
song “Love For Sale.” They also found
time to put their own twists on the
Grateful Dead’s “Ripple” (calling
their version “how Bob Marley
would’ve played it”) and a version of
the folk song “Froggy Went A’
Courtin.” However, the night’s big-
gest surprise was the Bards’ cover of
the dance classic “Lady Marmalade.”

The Bards also
developed a good
rapport with the
audience before
and during the
show, happily
thanking them for
“skipping the
[Presidential] de-
bate and coming to
join us instead.”
The Bards even
managed to be en-
tertaining during

their sound check, as they said at one
point, “We need more on the fiddle,
he’s our main instrument. Without
him, we’re like [Led Zepplin’s] Jimmy
Page on acoustic.”

They also demonstrated great show-
manship as they performed, not miss-
ing a beat when Mr. Allen’s accor-
dion strap broke on stage. In fact,
once the song was finished and they
were able to check on the instrument,
the Bards continually called to ask if
there was an “accordion doctor in the
house,” to which more then a few
patrons responded.

The Bards brought the show and
the house down with their final num-
ber, Charlie Daniel’s “The Devil Went
Down to Georgia,” of which Mr. Allen
said, “Every band with a fiddle has to
do this one.”

More on the Wandering Bards can
be found on wanderingbards.com.

Crossroads crowd gets a “Bardification”

The Wandering Bards; from left to right: Colin McKay, Mike Cardone, Ron Baumann, Ray Fyhr and Kenny Allen

Brad Meltzer ‘Tells No Lies’
At Westfield’s Memorial Library

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Brad Meltzer, the
#1 New York Times bestselling author
of “The Book of Fate,” knits together
the unrelated mysteries of the Bibli-
cal story of Abel’s murder at the hands
of his brother, Cain, and the unsolved
1932 death of the father of Jerry
Seigel, the creator of Superman, in
his latest thriller “The Book of Lies.”

Mr. Meltzer spoke to a standing-
room-only audience at the Westfield
Memorial Library (WML) on Satur-
day, September 20, about his new
book, as well as his struggles to be-
come a writer.

“I sent out my first novel to 20
publishers and got 24 rejection no-
tices,” he quipped. “They wanted to
be sure I got the point.”

“I was stubborn and young. [Soon
after] I started the book that would
become [the instant New York Times
Bestseller] “The Tenth Justice,” he
continued.

“The Book of Lies” holds some of
Mr. Meltzer’s personal history as well.

While writing the book, his mother
was diagnosed with breast cancer and
subsequently passed away.

“The main character is also dealing
with the loss of his mother,” the au-
thor said about his new book.

The author of seven best sellers
was raised in Brooklyn and Miami,
and is a graduate of Columbia Law

School, a preamble to his career as
novelist.

“Law school prepares you for re-
search and writing. [It] gave me some-
thing to write about…a world, a uni-
verse,” he explained in a question-
and-answer session following his pre-
sentation. “Every layer is telling a

“ASK ME NO QUESTIONS, AND I’LL TELL YOU NO LIES...”Brooklyn
native Brad Meltzer, right, a New York Times bestselling author, came to the
Westfield Memorial Library on September 20, to speak about “The Book of Lies.”

story. You are trying to get a judge and
jury to believe your side of the story.”

Mr. Meltzer’s research has taken
him all the way to the White House.

“Someone from the Secret Service
read one of my books and got me in,”
he said, adding that his visit occurred
“pre-9/11.”

Mr. Meltzer had also tried his hand
at political drama on the small screen,
when a few years ago he co-created
the television show, “Jack & Bobby.”

He is also the author of the criti-
cally acclaimed comic books, featur-

ing Superman and other DC Comics
heroes, “Identity Crisis” and “The
Justice League of America.”

“Mr. Meltzer’s visit resulted in a
great time for everyone who attended
the program. He was funny and per-
sonable. Everyone who commented
on their way out said they enjoyed the
program and were very pleased that
they attended,” said Philip Israel, di-
rector of the WML.

For more information about the
author, visit his website at
bradmeltzer.com.

Westfield Art Association

Autumnal Exhibition 2008

paintings, drawings, sculpture, prints, photographs

Westfield Community Room

425 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ  07090

October 19, 21, 22, 25, 26 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Artists’ Reception  Sunday, October 19, 2008

LIGHT REFRESHMENT SERVED

- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - - EVERYONE WELCOME -

-always free of charge- -handicapped accessible-

WCP Presents Shakespeare ‘Comedy Night’
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By SUSAN MYRILL. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Westfield Commu-
nity Players’ production of William
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s
Dream reminds us, “The course of
love never did run smooth.”

As one of the bard’s early com-
edies, Midsummer is a convoluted
tale that intertwines two sets of
couples that are in love, but not al-
ways with each other.

Set during ancient Greek times, the
play features Hermia and Lysander,
and Helena and Demetrius, who fall in
and out of love. When Hermia’s father
tries to force her to marry someone
other than the man she adores, sparks
of rebellion fly. The couples’ fates
become even more entangled when

they escape through an enchanted for-
est to find themselves in the middle of
magical mischievous doings.

The Athenian woods are the resi-
dence of King Oberon and Queen
Titania. An impish character named
Robin Goodfellow, but called Puck,
casts spells as she sprinkles her en-
chantments.

Another set of characters, featur-
ing Nick Bottom the weaver and his
crazy band of “rude mechanicals”
(would-be actors), stumbles into the
same enchanted woods to rehearse a
play they hope to perform for the
marriage of Duke Theseus of Athens
and Hippolyta, the Amazon Queen.

CONTINUED: ‘COMEDY’ NIGHT21

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield


