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Robert J. Muselli, 33, Was Employed
With County Parks and Recreation

Robert J. Muselli, 33, of Westfield,
formerly of Fanwood, died on
Wednesday, October 1, at University
Hospital in Newark.

Born in Plainfield, he lived most of
his life in Fanwood before settling in
Westfield.

Mr. Muselli was a 1993 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and a 1999 graduate of Kean Univer-
sity in Union with a degree in adult
fitness.

He was employed by Union County
in the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation. Previously, he had been a
sales representative for B.B.J. Inc.
Mr. Muselli also was a personal trainer
at The Club in Woodbridge.

Surviving are his wife, Melissa J.
(née Alicandri) Muselli; his children,

Brianna G., Joseph D. and Jenna G.;
his father, Michael J. Muselli; a sis-
ter, Amy G. Robinson, and a brother,
Michael T. Muselli.

His mother, Gail Muselli, prede-
ceased him in 1990.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
October 4, at the Rossi Funeral Home
in Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment took place at St. Mary’s
Stony Hill Cemetery in Watchung.

Contributions may be made to a
foundation for Mr. Muselli’s children
and may be addressed to Melissa
Muselli, in care of Rossi Funeral
Home, 1937 Westfield Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Burton E. Michaels, Jr., 68, Executive;
Active In Special Olympics New Jersey
Burton E. Michaels, Jr., 68, of

Scotch Plains, formerly of Westfield,
died on Sunday, October 5, at the
Center For Hope Hospice surrounded
by his loving wife of 37 years, Nancy
(Cavanaugh), and his adoring daugh-
ters, Patricia of Scotch Plains and
Christine of North Plainfield. Burt
fought a very courageous and val-
iant battle for 22 months against
Glioblastoma, an aggressive form of
brain cancer.

Born July 20, 1940 in Jamaica,
N.Y., he was the son of the late Burton
E. Michaels, Sr. and Lucy (Whiting)
Michaels.

He was a 1962 graduate of Syra-
cuse University, where he was a mem-
ber of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.

Burt was senior vice president at
Statistical Research, Inc. of Westfield
(now known as Knowledge Net-
works/SRI) from 1969 until June
2008. He worked in the Yellow Pages
Industry, where he was well re-
spected and known as “the guru of
the Yellow Pages.”

In April 2007 he was awarded the
Stuart Stanze Award from the Yellow
Pages Association – the only supplier
ever to receive this honor.

He also was named the “Volunteer
of the Year” in 1990 for the Associa-
tion for Retarded Citizens for the State
of New Jersey. Burt had been presi-
dent of the Union County ARC and
also held various positions at the state
level and was instrumental in organiz-
ing state conventions.

An active coach and chaperone for
Special Olympics New Jersey, he
loved being out on the ski slopes with
his team from Bergen County – he
felt honored to be a part of their lives.

Also surviving are his sister, Bar-
bara Michaels of Jamaica, N.Y.; his
three daughters from his previous
marriage, Kim, Lori and Kelly, and
four grandchildren.

The funeral service will be held at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, October
10, at the First Congregational Church
of Westfield. Visitation will take place
from 4 to 8 p.m. today, Thursday,
October 9, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
sent to: Special Olympics New Jersey,
3 Princess Road, Lawrenceville, N.J.
08648 or to the Brain Tumor Center,
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, Box 71, c/o Desert Horse-
Grant, 1275 York Avenue, New York,
N.Y. 10065.
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Evelyn Moran, 86
Evelyn Moran, 86, widow of former

Westfield Police Chief James Moran,
died on Monday, September 22, in
Littleton, Colo.

Born in Jersey City, she and her
husband moved to Westfield in 1951
when he joined the Westfield Police
Department. She relocated to
Littleton in 1997.

Mrs. Moran was a homemaker and
had been a member of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

Her husband predeceased her in 1996.
Surviving are two daughters, Jan

Corless of Atlantic Beach, Fla. and
Joan Craig of Littleton; seven grand-
children and 13 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, September 24, at
Drinkwine Mortuary in Littleton. In-
terment followed a Mass on Thursday,
September 25, at St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church in Littleton.

Memorial donations may be made to
a hospice organization of one’s choice.
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Cecily Albert Cossio, 48
Cecily Albert Cossio, 48, died on

Wednesday, October 1.
Born in New York, she resided in

Westfield for many years before mov-
ing to Lorton, Va. 16 years ago.

She graduated from Westfield High
School in 1977 and later graduated
from George Washington University.

Her father, Mitchell A. Albert, prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are her mother, Glenda
Albert; her children, Darya and her
father, Ali Beheshtin, John and Julia
and their father, Dalton Cossio; three
brothers, Hugh, Craig and John, and
her sister, Meredith Evans.

A service was held on Saturday,
October 4, at the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.
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TEAM ROTH…Nick Roth of Westfield Boy Scout Troop 77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, pictured at center of the group, is working towards his Eagle rank. On
October 4, he gathered a group of Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and parents to help him
start his project, which is to create a picnic area within Brightwood Park. Prior to
that, however, some cleanup work had to be done. Eighty volunteers performed 150
man hours of work to help clean the park. Enough material was collected to fill an
entire dumpster supplied by the Westfield Department of Public Works.

Presbyterian Church to Be
Group Life Conference Host
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield will be a regional
host for Group Life Conference 2008,
a national conference now in its 10th
year on community-based group life
and small groups. It will be simulcast
live from the Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church in Chicago, Ill.

This community-wide event will
take place on Friday, October 17, from
6:30 to 10 p.m. and again on Saturday,
October 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. It will be held in Assembly Hall in
the church’s Parish House, located at
140 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Participants will hear from pastors
regarding group life in churches in
America. Topics will include why
community is essential; where com-
munity grows best; what stunts com-
munity growth, and how community
transforms.

Group Life Conference 2008 is
designed not just for small group lead-
ers but for everyone who belongs to a
small group, is thinking about start-

ing or joining a small group, or just
wonders what small groups are all
about.

Associate Pastor Michael Samson
will be on-site host for this event. For
access to this nationwide live simul-
cast event, tickets must be purchased
in advance at a cost of $59, and are
available in the church office.

Speakers featured on this live si-
mulcast will include nationally recog-
nized leaders in areas related to church
group life, including John Burke, Bill
Donahue, Mark Batterson, Heather
Zempel, Will Miller, Miles
McPherson, Russ Robinson and Mindy
Caliguire. For more information about
this national conference, visit the Wil-
low Creek website, willowcreek.com/
events/grouplife/2008.

All members of the community are
invited to participate in this nation-
wide event. For more information,
call The Presbyterian Church office
at (908) 233-0301 or visit
westfieldpc.org.

CROP Walk on October 19
To Raise Funds For Hunger
FANWOOD – The 2008 Fanwood-

Scotch Plains CROP Walk will take
place on Sunday, October 19. All
walkers will gather at 1:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues, with the walk to begin at 2 p.m.

 CROP Walks are ecumenical, in-

SUPPORTING HER DREAM…P.E.O. Chapter U awards a $2,000 grant to
Kathleen Bruns-Meyers to enable her to continue her education and pursue her
dream of becoming a teacher. Pictured, from left to right, are: Midge Hogan,
Chapter U president; Virginia Toenes, Committee Chairman for Continuing
Education; Mrs. Bruns-Meyers and her mother, Lois Bruns.

Mrs. Bruns-Meyers Receives
P.E.O. Grant For Education
WESTFIELD – P.E.O. Chapter U

of Westfield recently announced a
grant of $2,000 to Kathleen Bruns-
Meyers. Committee Chairman for
Continuing Education Virginia
Toenes of Westfield presented this
special award on August 25 at a break-
fast attended by 18 members at the
Westfield Diner.

Mrs. Bruns-Meyers is married and
the mother of two children, ages 3
and 18 months. She attended Union
County College but put her education
on hold after starting a family.

A Union resident, Mrs. Bruns-
Meyers spends much of her free time
working with groups that are child-
oriented. She is very active in running
the Family Fellowship at her church,
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, and chairs the board of di-

rectors of Wesley Hall Nursery School.
The grant will help to pay for tu-

ition and books in order for her to
continue her education and complete
her degree in Early Childhood Edu-
cation within the next two years. She
presently attends Kean University in
Union.

“I look forward to obtaining my
degree and to be able to continue my
dream of teaching and working with
children,” Mrs. Bruns-Meyers told
Chapter U members. “I have always
wanted to be a teacher, as long as I can
remember.”

P.E.O. is a Philanthropic Educational
Organization that supports the educa-
tion of women through loans, grants
and scholarships. So far this year, nine
New Jersey residents have been
awarded grant money totaling $16,700.

Auda Wins College Club
Calendar Cover Contest

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Matt Auda won this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood College
Club calendar-design competition.
He was a fourth grader at Brunner
Elementary School when he entered
the contest and is
now a fifth- grade
student at Park
Middle School.

Matt created the
calendar cover af-
ter driving around
both towns with his
mother and taking
pictures of differ-
ent scenes in
Scotch Plains and
Fanwood that he
felt were interest-
ing. He then chose
his favorite scenes
and created art-
work that included
what he believed
was most impor-
tant and special
about Scotch
Plains and
Fanwood.

When Matt is
not creating art, he
is busy participating on the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA swim team,
where he competes in the butterfly
stroke. He also takes piano lessons
and enjoys writing poetry.

Matt’s winning drawing was based
on the theme “A Child’s View of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood...Seeing our towns
through the eyes of our children.”

The calendar cover contest was
open to all elementary school stu-

dents, kindergarten through fourth
grade. Honorable mentions in the
contest this year went to Madelyn
Ostrander, Melissa Rasahl, Emma
Rogers, Kelsey Werkheiser, Hayley
Pletscher and Sara Greene.

This year marks
the 75th anniver-
sary of the College
Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains and
the 45th year of
publication of its
community date
calendar.

The calendar
provides informa-
tion and dates for
school events
throughout the
2008-2009 year.
Additionally, vari-
ous community
phone numbers
and addresses are
easily located on
the back pages.
Coupons can be
found on each
monthly page.

Calendars are
available for pur-

chase through club members as well
as at Irma’s Hallmark, Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop, Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department, Scotch Hills
Pharmacy, Young’s Paint and Varnish
and the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
public libraries.

All proceeds from the calendar
are used for college scholarships for
students from Fanwood and Scotch
Plains.

Scotch Plains resident Matt Auda
and his calendar design

Candidate Russitano Discusses
Union County Freeholder Issues

Jersey more efficiently.
I will fight for people that overpay

taxes and do not receive their fair share of
services, as well as families that have to
work two or three jobs just to make ends
meet. I will properly represent the people
and towns that receive a great deal of
financial support from the county taxes.
We need to make sure the money is used
properly.

Sadly, in our country, counties and
towns, there is a problem morally, re-
spectfully and financially partially be-
cause of our politicians’ bad judgment
who are not looking after the better inter-
ests of the people’s tax money and well
being. If they did, the world, the county,
and your town wouldn’t be in the position
they’re in.

I’m John Russitano and I am running
for Union County Freeholder. I believe
we can do better as a community on all
levels. I’m asking for a chance to prove
myself. I’m asking for Republicans,
Democrats and Independents to vote not
by party, but for me who wants to repre-
sent all people equally. My mission is to
make our lives as best as it can be in this
county.

I’m asking you to vote for me, John
Russitano, and for my running mates,
Mike Yakubov and Joe Franchino. Thank
you.

Candidate John Russitano
Westfield

My name is John Russitano and I am
running for Union County Freeholder for
the second year in a row. My message to
everyone is still as clear as it was last year.

Consider the present situation: a 5.5
percent tax increase in Union County,
escalating gas prices and the cost of living
increasing rapidly. I am an average guy, a
working class person. I feel the need to
run for office so I can try to make a
change. There has been a pattern of bad
decisions and mismanagement by the very
people that were elected.

People like me trusted and depended
on people with a heart to run our towns,
counties and country. Sadly, we, as tax-
payers, have been let down. Now I want
to step up, with my two running mates, to
make a change. Most people don’t even
realize what a Freeholder is or what they
do or represent.

I’m angered by the fact that many towns
pay 15 to 20 cents out of every tax dollar
collected to run their town, and the county
wants that much, if not more, to run the
county. This seems excessive and there
are little services that we receive (or none
at all) for our county tax.

The Freeholders of this county need to
be more vocal and visible. Freeholders
should have goals to manage the taxpay-
ers’ money better, as well as be a liaison
between the local towns and the state on
important issues like funding for the
school systems, state aid and giving the
state realistic ideas on how to run New

More Community News

Author Helps Women
‘Look Damn Good’

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Westfield native Janet
Cargill, author of “Look Damn
Good…At Your Age, With Your Body
and On Your Budget” on Saturday,
October 11, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

An image consultant and motiva-
tional speaker, Ms. Cargill is a sea-
soned traveler in the world of fashion.
She is equally skilled working with
the president of a major corporation
as with a young teenage girl strug-
gling to find a sense of style along
with her way in the world.

She has spent more than 16 years as
a wardrobe consultant, fashion show
coordinator and executive sales trainer
for Brooks Brothers, Ralph Lauren
and Liz Claiborne. Ms. Cargill’s ulti-
mate goal in her book is to help women
feel good about themselves.

The public can meet the author at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets). For
more information, call (908) 233-3535.

ter-faith and multi-cultural events
that offer participants of all ages an
opportunity to fight hunger on a glo-
bal scale.

Multiple houses of worship and
other organizations will participate
in the walk, and one, the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church, will take part
by having individuals rock in rock-
ing chairs. “Many of our members
want to be part of this event, but are
unable to walk,” said Jim Grover,
who has rounded up rocking chairs
for a rock-a-thon. “Others are in-
vited to join them.”

The route of the CROP Walk is
approximately four miles, starting
and ending at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church. All are invited to
join in this effort to raise awareness
of the need and funds to feed the
world’s hungry.

Those wishing to walk are asked
to sign up and obtain a sponsor
sheet. Registration can be done at
any of the following: All Saints’
Episcopal Church, Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, First United Meth-
odist Church, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church,
Scotch Plains Baptist Church, St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church,
Temple Sholom, Union Catholic
Key Club and Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church.

Hale Series to Debut
With Olmsted Program

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library have
announced that the first program of
the Anne Hale Speaker Series will
be “The Olmsted Historic Legacy in
New Jersey” on Wednesday, October
15, at 7 p.m. It will take place in the
library’s Program Room.

This series, funded by a grant from
The Thomas Glasser Foundation, will
present a program each year in memory
of Anne Hale, a longtime resident and
library patron of Westfield, who died
in the fall of 2007.

Presented by Historic Preservation
Consultant Kathleen Galop, the
lecture and slide show will highlight
the many New Jersey landscaping
sites designed by Frederick Law
Olmsted in the late 1800s.

Ms. Galop will discuss the
Olmsted philosophy of landscape
design as it relates to New Jersey
locations, including Branch Brook
Park in Newark, Lawrenceville
School, Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield and the park systems of
Union, Essex and Passaic counties.

The program is offered through
the Horizon Speakers Bureau of the
New Jersey Council for the
Humanities. Registration is required,
as space is limited. Interested persons
are asked to sign up at the circulation
desk of the library, located at 550
East Broad Street.

Reptiles to Be Focus
At Trailside Monday
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, in conjunction with the Trailside
Museum Association (TMA), will
offer a live animal presentation given
by Bill Boesenberg from Snakes-n-
Scales and Turtle Tales on Columbus
Day, Monday, October 13, at 1:30
p.m. and again at 3 p.m. at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center.

A recognized expert in the field of
reptile care, Mr. Boesenberg seeks to
educate people about these misun-
derstood creatures. Snakes, lizards,
turtles and crocodilians are the four
most common types of reptiles.

Tickets will go on sale 30 minutes
before each show. The fee is $5 per
person and the show is recommended
for ages 4 and older. No infants or
babies in strollers will be allowed in
the auditorium.

All members of the TMA will be
admitted free of charge. Members
wishing to attend one of the two shows
are asked to respond by calling (908)
789-3670 by Sunday, October 12.
Membership sign-up will be available
in advance and at the event. The annual
membership cost is $15 for an
individual and $20 for a family.

For a TMA membership brochure
and a complete listing of Trailside’s
upcoming programs, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside. The
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.


