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FCC Requests Nominations
For Marc Hardy Award

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church currently is seeking
nominations for the Marc Wesley
Hardy Human Rights Award for 2009.
Candidates must be young adults be-
tween the ages of 16 and 22, partici-
pating in a Westfield-based organiza-
tion, who have distinguished them-
selves in the area of human rights.

The award is presented annually
to an individual who has demon-
strated openness and friendliness to
persons of all races, creeds and na-
tionalities; involvement and leader-
ship in organizations and activities
committed to improving human re-
lations; unusual personal dignity; the
willingness to risk for what he or she
believes is right; unqualified accep-
tance of others; respect for diversity;
personal integrity; caring and will-
ingness to listen, and the ability to
lead by example.

Nominations should be type writ-
ten, no more than two pages in length,
and should indicate the names of
applicable organizations in which
the candidate is involved, his or her
responsibilities and examples or sto-
ries that illustrate this criteria. The
names, addresses and telephone
numbers of two references also
should be included.

Nominations should be mailed or

e-mailed to First Congregational
Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or
uccfcc@verizon.net.

The deadline for submissions is Fri-
day, November 14. Presentation of the
award, which consists of a certificate
and a monetary award, will be made in
early 2009. All nominees will be ac-
knowledged in appropriate ways.

A member of the First Congrega-
tional Church, Marc Hardy was a
National Merit Scholar, singer and
actor committed to human rights. He
was killed in an automobile accident
in 1990, one month before he was to
graduate from Westfield High
School. Marc personified the quali-
ties that are sought in this annual
award named in his honor.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494 or
Sharilyn Brown at (908) 233-5375.

Mothers’ Center Slates
Fall Open House Event

GARWOOD – The Mothers’ Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey will hold its
fall open house on Tuesday, October
14, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the
Garwood Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 341 Spruce Avenue.

The Mothers’ Center of Central
New Jersey is a non-profit, non-sec-
tarian organization that provides
friendship, education, outreach and
support to all parents across Central
New Jersey.

Now in its 30th year, the group
offers daytime and evening discus-
sion and craft groups, book clubs,
morning and afternoon playgroups,
library and referral resources and spe-
cial events. On-site babysitting is
available for most daytime activities.

New members are welcome at any
time. For more information, call (908)
561-1751 or visit the Mothers’ Cen-
ter website, westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

Financial Crisis Prompts Us
To Seek Just Solution For All

By REV. ED CARLL

Within the last week, the House of
Representatives rejected the $700
billion bailout devised by the Ad-
ministration and Congressional lead-
ers; then, the Congress passed an-
other of the famous bills which have
become known to even novice ob-
servers as “another pork barrel
policy.” We have witnessed another
major piece of legislation to which
many politicians have added their
own particular special interests.
There has been enormous anxiety, if
not outcry from the American people,
opposing any plan that does not hold
Wall Street barons accountable for
the financial morass they helped cre-
ate.

The anxiety is in the prospects that
the rich may have grown richer and
the poor poorer. There is little appe-
tite among the people to rescue the
rich from their excesses.

Many worshipping congregations,
in response to the anxiety and fear
that has surfaced, will be asking that
God provide guidance to those con-
tinuing to work diligently to find a
legislative remedy for the financial
crisis, and that a sound banking and
financial system will emerge, assur-
ing that our national and global
economy will not continue to disin-
tegrate.

The prophetic voices of the Bible
repeatedly warn against a society
that favors the rich over the widows,
aliens, orphans and the poor. Most of
our traditional theology around these
critical issues of global economy
and economic justice recognizes the
responsibility of governments to de-
velop and implement sound fiscal
and monetary policies that provide
for the economic life of individuals
and corporate entities.

My particular denomination, the
United Methodist Church, supports
measures that would: 1. Reduce the
concentration of wealth in the hands
of a few, 2. Revise tax structures and
eliminate governmental support pro-
grams that now benefit the wealthy
at the expense of other persons, and
3. Enable bankruptcy law reform,
caps on credit card interest rates, and
provide aid to homeowners so des-
perately needed.

It is fairly clear that the financial
bubble has burst. What replaces it
has yet to be created, even though
legislation may have been passed in
Congress by the time this week’s
Leader and Times goes to print. As
the Administration and Congress
work to devise legislation that em-
braces the pressing concerns of the
whole society, I would issue an invi-
tation to pray that our elected offi-
cials act with wisdom in this crisis.
Perhaps you might also sense an
urge to engage in the political pro-
cess and contact your members of
Congress to insist they work out a
just and equitable response to the
financial crisis, now that the initial
urgency of a bailout plan has passed.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Carll is senior pastor of

the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield, located at One East
Broad Street.

All Saints’ Posts Date
For Family Fun Fest
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church will hold a
Family Fun Fest on Saturday, Octo-
ber 18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. featur-
ing various activities for children and
adults alike.

Attendees will be able to build a
scarecrow, with all supplies provided
including clothes, straw, a frame and
face. Construction will take place
outside in front of the parish house.
Artistic advisors will be on hand to
get things started.

There also will be games for chil-
dren, along with face painting and
pumpkin painting. Attendees are in-
vited to bring their cameras to take
pictures at the event.

Additionally, visitors will have an
opportunity to shop for hand-made
items from the All Saints’ Crafters. An
assortment of gift baskets will be fea-
tured. Hotdogs will be served indoors;
doughnuts and cider will be available
outside. There also will be a bake sale,
a Fun Fest 50/50 raffle and a raffle of
a handmade quilt from the Midwest.

The Family Fun Fest will take place
rain or shine. All Saints’ Church is
located at 559 Park Avenue, across
from Park Middle School, in Scotch
Plains. Parking is available behind
the church and may be accessed via
School Place. For more information,
call (908) 322-8047.

Pie-Baking Contest Among
‘Four Centuries’ Festivities

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Sunday,
October 19, in conjunction with the
Union County “Four Centuries in a
Weekend” festivities, the
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee will hold its first ever pie-
baking contest.

Pies will be judged at 2 p.m. at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House, located at Constitution Plaza
near the Mountainside Public Library
off Birch Hill Road. At the conclu-
sion of the judging, slices of the pies
will be sold to raise funds for
Mountainside’s historic restoration.

The contest is open to all amateur
bakers. Judges will include local food
professionals who will score the pies
on the following categories: flavor,
filling, crust, overall appearance and
creativity.

Only fruit pies are eligible for judg-
ing. They must be made with fresh,
canned or frozen fruit and can have
one or two crusts in eight- or nine-
inch disposable pans. Ribbons will

be awarded to the pies with the high-
est scores. Invited judges include
Elena Bentey, Life Skills teacher at
Deerfield School in Mountainside;
Effie Jones, owner of Pies by Design
in Cranford, and Richard and Liyan
Grignon, chef/owners of Restaurant
89 in Mountainside.

For details and an entry form, access
mountainsidehistory.org. Entry forms
also may be picked up at Mountainside
Borough Hall, Mountainside Public
Library, Deerfield or Beechwood
Schools. Entry forms are due by Friday,
October 17, no later than 5 p.m. For
more information, call Carol Goggi at
(908) 789-9420.

Genealogical Society
To Gather Today

WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will fea-
ture “Show and Tell, Part I” at its
monthly meeting today, Thursday,
October 9. It will begin at 1 p.m. in
the Westfield Memorial Library
Meeting Room, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Vice President Nancy Humphrey
will display various articles from her
genealogical collections and relay her
experiences since beginning her re-
search in 1997. Handouts will include
a November calendar with 30 sugges-
tions for re-energizing research and a
membership update form that will be
used to produce a member yearbook.

“Show and Tell, Part II” will take
place at the group’s December meet-
ing, when a panel of longtime mem-
bers will discuss research techniques,
address storage and organizational
problems and share anecdotes about
their research. The public is welcome.
For further information, call Nancy
Humphrey at (908) 612-6029.

Jim Scott to Give
Concert at FUSP

AREA – Contemporary folk musi-
cian Jim Scott will perform songs
about peace and the environment in a
benefit event to provide low-income
families with long-lasting, energy-
saving home light bulbs.

The concert will begin at 7 p.m. on
Friday, October 24, at the First Uni-
tarian Society of Plainfield Church,
724 Park Avenue in Plainfield. Ad-
mission is $15 for adults and $5 for
children under 12.

Free childcare will be available for
children under 6. The church’s Green
Sanctuary Committee will sponsor
the event. For more details, call
Heather Brown at (732) 287-5181.

5 DAYS

ONLY!

SHIFMAN MATTRESS

COLUMBUS DAY SALE

SAVE 35% - 50%
on Handcrafted Shifman Mattresses

Crystal

Sugg. Retail       Sale          EExxttrraa 1100%%

Twin Ea. Pc.       $ 420          $ 206         $ 1120.60

Full Ea. Pc.        $ 570          $ 278         $ 1163.80

Queen Set          $ 1300       $ 629         $ 3376.20

King Set             $ 2000       $ 989         $ 5578.70

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  * (908) 756-7623

Jade

Sugg. Retail       Sale          EExxttrraa 1100%%

Twin Ea. Pc.       $ 570          $ 287         $ 1163.80

Full Ea. Pc.        $ 720          $ 359         $ 2207.90

Queen Set          $ 1670       $ 809         $ 4482.40

King Set             $ 2490       $ 1259       $ 7722.70

Sapphire

Sugg. Retail       Sale          EExxttrraa 1100%%

Twin Ea. Pc.       $ 770          $ 386         $ 2221.40

Full Ea. Pc.        $ 920          $ 467         $ 2265.50

Queen Set         $ 2080        $ 1061       $ 6603.00

King Set            $ 3080        $ 1574       $ 8891.90

Diamond

Sugg. Retail       Sale          EExxttrraa 1100%%

Twin Ea. Pc.       $ 2110        $ 1079         $ 6612.00

Full Ea. Pc.        $ 2580        $ 1331         $ 7747.00

Queen Set          $ 2860       $ 1484         $ 8828.90

King Set             $ 4070       $ 2114         $ 11180.80

5 ddays oonly! Come for tremendous
savings on Shifman Mattresses,
plus an  additional 10% on 
our best selling quilted
styles. Shifman is the
ultimate in handcrafted
quality, comfort, and 
durability. So if you’ve
been thinking of 
purchasing a 
mattress, now is
the time to do it.
Don’t hhesitate!

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%

on our best selling quilted styles.

Exceptional CComfort
Natural MMaterials

Two-Sided MMattresses
Handcrafted QQuality

additional styles starting at $149 ea. pc.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Our Latex mattress provides you 
with up to 33% more pressure 
relief than conventional or 
memory foam bedding.

A surface that is Hypo-Allergenic,
environmentally friendly.

A breathable mattress that 
dispenses body heat, you sleep 
cooler.

Our Nirvana collection is the 
highest quality & quantity of
latex. No turning or flipping.

“We created the Nirvana Latex 
collection & each mattress is 

hand made on the premises. This 
is the ultimate sleep environment.”

Rick Shovlin & Ron Shovlin

35 South Avenue Fanwood, NJ  |  908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ  |  973-428-0511

www.mattressfac.com

HOW DO YOU GET THE SLEEP YOU DESERVE?

MATTRESS FACTORYTH
E 

TRUST  |  QUALITY |  FULL SERVICE  |  LUXURY & VALUE
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(Closed Sun./Mon.)

JOSEPH DELLA BADIA JR., ESQ.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

SERVING CLIENTS THROUGHOUT NEW JERSEY

RUSSO & DELLA BADIA, LLC
554 S. Livingston Avenue, Livingston, NJ 07039

973-597-9696  www.russodellabadia.com

Family Law, Personal Injury, Real Estate

Municipal Court Matters,

Wills and Trusts, Environmental Law, Municipal Law,

Construction Law

Library Plans Events
For Teens This Month
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will host two
events this month just for teenagers.
Both will take place in the lobby of
the library’s Community Room.

On Wednesday, October 15, teens
are invited to play the popular video
game Rock Band™. Snacks will be
served and participants can preview
brand-new books during their visit.
The following Wednesday, October
22, teens will be able to decorate
their own spooky pumpkin cookies
for Halloween.

Both events will begin at 3:30 p.m.
and are open to teens in grades 6 and
up. Registration is encouraged for both
activities. Teens can register by call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mailing library@scotlib.org.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the
township. For more information or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

Screening to Be Held
For Hypertension

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will spon-
sor its next hypertension screening
on Tuesday, October 14, from 10
a.m. to noon at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

The screenings are open to all Scotch
Plains residents. However, those who
either have not had their blood pres-
sure checked in a while or who smoke,
are overweight or have a family his-
tory of hypertension, heart disease or
diabetes are particularly encouraged
to attend. For more details, call (908)
322-6700, extension no. 306.

FUN IN THE FALL…Youngsters get into the spirit as they await the All Saints’
Episcopal Church Family Fun Fest, to be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 18. A variety of activities will be available for all ages. All Saints’ Church
is located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Samantha Loop, Matthew Landale and William Loop. See release on this page.


