
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 9, 2008 Page 3

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

GOP Calls for Limit on Spending,
Hiring, ‘Frivolous’ Expenses

Campaign Release: Union County Republicans

In response to the nationwide eco-
nomic downturn, Union County Re-
publican candidates for freeholder,
Roselle Park Councilman Michael
Yakubov, John Russitano of Westfield
and Joe Franchino of Berkeley
Heights, are demanding that the all-
Democrat freeholder board call a spe-
cial meeting and adopt a resolution
instructing all county departments to
sharply curtail their spending now
and to submit reduced budgets for
2009.

The Republican candidates call for
the freeholders to do the following:

First, freeze all new hires until
2009. All vacant positions must be
reviewed over the next 60 days to
determine whether they will be
funded in 2009.

Second, eliminate or severely limit
expenditures. All county expenditures
are to be reviewed and approved by
department heads prior to being sub-
mitted to the county purchasing divi-
sion. Any expenditure between now
and the end of 2008 in excess of
$5,000 must be approved in advance
by resolution of the freeholder board
unless essential to public safety, to
avoid an interruption in operations
(i.e., utility bills) or in response to an
emergency. The county must also fo-
cus on reducing fuel costs and con-
sumption through the further reduc-
tion of automobile use by county
employees as well as the use of hy-
brid and alternative-fuel vehicles and
other liquid fuel reduction technolo-
gies.

Third, eliminate all non-essential
travel, whether within Union County,
within New Jersey or out of state. No
out-of-county travel (other than pris-
oner transfers and other mandatory
travel) will be permitted unless justi-

fied, subject to department head and
freeholder board approval. All de-
partment heads shall submit a list of
mandatory travel to the board for
the remainder of 2008 within seven
days.

Fourth, eliminate taxpayer-funded
entertainment expenses. Only hold
events such as MusicFest if they are
100 percent privately funded.

Fifth, propose spending cuts up to
10 percent. All divisions and agen-
cies are to submit 2009 budget re-
quests that reflect a 5-percent reduc-
tion from the adjusted 2008 budget,
and to identify options to reduce bud-
gets an additional 5 percent if neces-
sary.

“Economic conditions in New Jer-
sey have reached crisis levels,” Mr.
Yakubov said. “The county must be
more fiscally conservative in its bud-
get approach. The freeholders have
been in spend, spend, spend mode for
several years now.”

“If elected, we will take a sharp
pencil to all county programs and
services as we prepare the 2009 county
budget,” Mr. Russitano said. “We
pledge to provide needed services in
the most economical and cost-effec-
tive manner.”

“Union County government must
adopt a taxpayer-first mentality, fo-
cusing on sound fiscal management,”
Mr. Franchino said. “Instead of being
known for profanity-laden, taxpayer-
funded concerts, we want to be known
throughout the state for cost efficiency
and lower taxes.”

WINES WITH
RATINGS OF

Henry’s Drive
Pillar Box Red 2006
Purple-colored, it offers an enticing,
fruity nose including aromas of
cassis, black cherry, black rasp-
berry and blueberry. Full-bodied,
ripe and layered with flavor.

$10.99Wine Advocate : 91

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Not responsible for typographical errors. In
the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It
is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Oct. 8 thru Tues., Nov. 4, 2008.

Tin Roof Merlot 2005
Ripe, luscious black cherry and plum fruit
Hints of tobacco, herbal spice and chocolate,
with smooth supple tannins and a long, rich
finish. Pair with grilled red meats, 
herb-roasted chicken, pork chops.

$9.99

Your Choice!

Wine Enthusiast: 90

Taja Jumilla Reserva 2003
Deep loamy and gamey flavors wrap around
cherry and kirsch fruit in this dense red. 
Sun-baked and solid, with well-integrated
tannins and fresh acidity. A traditional style.

$8.99Wine Spectator: 90

Robert Arnoux
Vacqueyras Cuvee
Jean Marie Arnoux 2004
This voluptuous and opulent wine
is full-bodied and possesses loads
of seductive black cherry and 
cassis fruit intermixed with subtle
notes of Provençal herbs and
roasting spices. It is best drunk
during its first 5-6 years of life.

$13.99Wine Advocate: 90

Evans & Tate 
Margaret River
Chardonnay 2006
Starts off with layers of elegant
oak resembling roasted nuts
and creme brulée, but backs
those notes with plenty of 
honeyed citrus flavors.

$14.99Wine Enthusiast : 90
Colosi 
Nero d’Avola 2007
Gorgeous, full-bodied and 
bursting with sweet dark cherries,
menthol, sage and flowers. 
It offers notable clarity and 
elegance. An incredible wine.

$13.99Wine Advocate : 90

DaVinci Riserva
Chianti 2004
Distinctly fruity with dark 
cherry overtones that are in
balance with hints of vanilla
and cinnamon. Pairs well with
steaks, roasts or pasta with
red sauce.

$19.99Wine Spectator : 91

Jacopo Biondi-Santi
Sassoalloro 2005
Ripe with aromas of mature
berry, maple syrup, resin and
leather. Chewy, succulent 
tannins characterize this plush,
fruit-flavored Sangiovese.

$29.99Wine Enthusiast : 91

Arrowood
Chardonnay 2005
A polished Chardonnay with an
elegant balance to a variety that
often lacks both. Ripe tropical
fruit, rich oak, crisp acidity and
mineral trimmings.

$21.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Yangarra Shiraz 2006
A unique blend of spice and 
blueberry sets this Shiraz apart
from the pack, and pulls away
even further due to a lush
creamy texture and long,
mouthcoating finish. There’s
great purity to the fruit, but
enough peppery spice from
complexity. 

$15.99

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2007
Bright & juicy, with bracing
acidity against lightly sweet,
expressive pear, apricot and
quince aromas and flavors,
remaining vibrant as the finish
persists. Drink now thru 2017.

$17.99Wine Spectator : 91

Bodegas LAN Rioja
Reserva 2004
A silky texture carries expressive
flavors of black plum, violet,
licorice and smoke in this focused,
balanced red. Has good intensity
yet remains vibrant and 
accessible. Drink now thru 2012.

$13.99Wine Spectator : 90

Tiefenbrunner 
Pinot Grigio 
Alto Adige 2007
Pretty and floral on the nose,
with peach and lemon.
Medium-bodied, with lively
acidity, beautiful fruit and 
wonderful intensity. Drink now.

$10.99

Chardonnay 2006
Generous fruit flavors developed richness through fermen-
tation in oak. Tropical notes of pineapple and papaya layer
over mellow acidity, all combined in a soft, velvety texture.

Sauvignon Blanc 2007
Seductive flavors of quince meld with the gunflint aromas
of this wine. It’s built on a pure and vibrant acidity.

Syrah 2005
This voluptuous and chocolatey red wine seduces with
its roundness and generosity of ripe flavors.

$19.99Wine & Spirits : 90

Travaglini
Gattinara 2003
This wine has lots of dried flowers
and very ripe fruits, with a
Christmas pudding undertone.
Full-bodied, with chewy tannins
and a long, rich finish. A little 
Port-like, but rich and impressive.

$24.99Wine Spectator : 91

Matanzas Creek
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
The wine is thoroughly dry and
very crisp in acidity, with a
grassy, lemony, minerally profile
that makes it savory.
Approximately one-fifth was 
barrel fermented, adding just the
right touch of cream and smoke.

$16.99Wine Enthusiast: 91

Alain Corcia
Chateauneuf du Pape
Crème de la Crème
2006
It boasts more mineral, flowery
black raspberry and cherry
characteristics, medium to full
body, sweet tannins, and 
outstanding depth as well 
as richness.

$26.99Wine Advocate : 
90 to 93

Rosenblum Petite
Syrah Rhodes 2005
This “monster” boasts blueberry,
currants and dark cherry fruit, 
with notes of vanilla and a hint 
of smoke. Perfect with steak, 
BBQ beef ribs or spit-roasted 
leg of lamb.

$19.99Wine Spectator: 93

Wine Enthusiast: 91

Wine Spectator : 90

Casillero del Diablo
Reserva Privada 2005
This Reserva Privada offers
currant and black pepper scents
over a firm texture; its tannins
support the wine’s refreshing
fruit character.

$14.99Wine & Spirits : 90

OF THE MONTHSPECIALSPECIAL

Banfi SummuS 2004
Summus is a brawny, powerful wine with meaty extraction 
and layered aromas of plum, blackberry and cherry. These
fruity notes are framed by elegant mineral tones.

$54.99

St. Clement Oroppas Proprietary Red 2005
Its deep ruby/purple hue is followed by notes of licorice, black currants,
cedar, bay leaves and toast. Ripe round, medium to full-bodied,
and opulent. It should drink well for 10-15 years.

$39.99

Fossacolle Brunello di Montalcino 2003
Bright dark red. Spicy red berries, cherry and a flinty nuance on
the nose. Silky, supple and sweet with chewy black and red
cherry flavors. Finishes with rather soft tannins and good length.

$49.99

Chimney Rock Cabernet Sauvignon 2005
Dark red with purple undertones. Beautiful dark fruit aromas of 
blackberry, huckleberry, vanilla, cedar, black currant, toffee 
and a hint of lavender. Lush, full, round and elegant.

$39.99

9191WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

9090 WINE & 
SPIRITS
POINTS

90Points or More... For $30 or Less!90Points or More... For $30 or Less!

95-100  . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . .Outstanding
85-89  . . . . . Very Good
80-84  . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79  . . . . . . . Average
60-69  . . .Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

Morgante Nero d’Avola
Sicilia 2006
Aromas of crushed blackberry
and asphalt persists in the
mouth with loads of fruit. A full-
bodied focused and delicious
red with a great finish.

$13.99Wine Spectator : 90

Maycas delL imari RESERVA
ESPECIAL

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Nov. 4, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store
Open 

Sunday

92WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS92

9090 WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

Postal Service Encourages
Voters to Mail Ballots Early

Greg Ryan  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD BY TO SHEA… A packed Shea Stadium crowd enjoys festivities to mark
the closing of the stadium on September 28 after 44 years. The New York Mets will
move into their new home, CitiField, next spring.

SCOTCH PLAINS – With more
than 31 million ballots will be mailed
this fall, the U.S. Postal Service is
encouraging voters to mail early this
election season.

Voters are asked to mail com-
pleted absentee ballots five days
before they are due to ensure the
safe, timely delivery of their vote.
Americans overseas, including men
and women in the Armed Services,
should plan on sending ballots back
at least two weeks before Novem-
ber 4, the date of the federal general
election.

“Even in times of war, we have
delivered the most fundamental sym-
bol of democracy – a ballot. The
Postal Service recognizes the impor-
tant role mail plays in the election
process,” Scotch Plains Postmaster
Butch Belanger said. “We’re com-

mitted to providing voters with first-
class service.”

Service members and Americans
living abroad can mail their completed
ballots free of charge by bringing the
ballot to APO/FPO Post Offices or to
a consulate of the United States. The
Postal Service also reminds voters to
use proper postage and to place com-
pleted ballots inside the envelope
correctly. Most return envelopes for
ballots have a clear window on the
front so the mailing address can be
clearly seen.

Voters should check with local
election offices for rules on request-
ing and completing absentee bal-
lots. Visit the state’s website online
to find out where election offices
are located in the state and to get
information governing voting by
mail.

Voting 101: Easy And
Painless, County Clerk Says

By Joanne Rajoppi, Union County Clerk

The history of voting in the United
States of America is one of increased
voting rights and ease of voting, from
granting 18-year-olds the right to vote
to adapting voting laws to permit
voting by mail. Election Day 2008 is
fast approaching and all eligible
Union County voters can look for-
ward to ease and efficiency in regis-
tering to vote and voting by mail. Two
recently enacted New Jersey laws
permit later voter registration, up to
October 14, as well as voting by mail
without a reason.

Those residents 18 years of age or
older who have resided in the county
for at least 30 days prior to November
4 have until October 14 to mail a voter
registration form to the Union County
Board of Elections in order to vote in
the November 4 Presidential Elec-
tion. Union County has witnessed a
dramatic increase of more than 14
percent (1,680 out of 11,479 new
voters) by the end of September in
registrations of 18-year-olds since the
June 2008 primary election. Forms
and information to register to vote are
available on the County Clerk’s
website at ucnj.org/ctyclerk.

Once registered to vote, a voter can
choose to vote by mail instead of
traveling to the polls. Recently, I made
a video to assist anyone wishing to
vote by mail with easy, step-by-step
instructions. The video is viewable at
our website. Anyone who wishes to
vote by mail for any reason whatso-
ever may submit an application for a
ballot by mail up to seven days prior
to the election. To be eligible, the
application must be postmarked no
later than October 28. After Tuesday,
October 28, a voter can obtain a ballot

up to 3 p.m. on Monday, November 3
by appearing in person at the County
Clerk’s office, 2 Broad Street, Room
113, Elizabeth. As a public service,
our office will be open from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. on Saturday, November 1 for
anyone wishing to receive and vote a
ballot. Secured locked ballot boxes
will be available to cast your ballot.

There are many misconceptions
about absentee or voting by mail. You
do not need a reason for voting by
mail. Every absentee ballot that is
received by the deadline of the close
of polls on Election Day is opened
and counted. The tally of the absentee
vote is included in the total voter
count.

There are some reasons an absen-
tee ballot is not opened and counted.
These reasons include the following:
the voter signature does not match
the signature on file, the voter failed
to sign affirmation, an ID is required,
or the ballot was hand-delivered by
someone other than the voter or a
duly authorized messenger. A valid
ID is required under federal law for
anyone who has never voted in a
Federal election prior to January 1,
2003. The voter has until 4 p.m. on
Thursday, November 6 to provide ID
to the Board of Elections either by fax
or in person.

The importance of voting cannot
be over-emphasized. Many recent
local elections in Union County have
been determined by a two or three
vote differential. In a Presidential elec-
tion, every single vote is important. I
urge everyone to vote either at the
polls or via mail. Please be sure to
contact my office at (908) 527-4996
with any election-related questions.
Happy Election Day.

More Government
News on Page 19


