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FW Recycling Center is
Manager Ebersole’s Passion

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Alan Ebersole runs
the Fanwood Recycling Center with
an iron fist.

The Fanwood resident and Bell
Telephone retiree has managed the
center since 1987, soon after the State
of New Jersey mandated that munici-
palities begin recycling.

The center began as a joint venture
between Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
but after less than a year, Scotch Plains
turned to curbside recycling. “Out of
the 21 municipalities in Union County,
we’re the only ones doing this,” Mr.
Ebersole said.

What Fanwood is doing is having
its residents bring their recyclable
trash to the center instead of leaving
it at the curb of their home. “Our
residents have to work harder [at re-
cycling] than other residents in the
county,” Mr. Ebersole said.

Not only do Fanwood residents
have to drive to the North Avenue
facility with their recyclables, they
have to separate everything before-
hand. Colored glass has to be sepa-
rated from clear glass. Newspapers
have to be tied in bundles. Tin cans
have to be separated from aluminum.
Rings and lead covers must be re-
moved from bottles.

After separating everything and
arriving at the center, the cars are
unloaded and the items are put into
the appropriate bins. Plastics, marked
with numbers one, two and three, are
separated for recycling. “Other num-
bers can’t be recycled,” Mr. Ebersole
said.

Both volunteers and people as- CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

signed to the center by the courts to
serve community service do the work.
“I’m dealing with people’s lives here,”
Mr. Ebersole said. “They [commu-
nity service workers] are here be-
cause of drugs, shoplifting, DWI
(driving while intoxicated) and simple
assault. They come from all walks of
life from laborers to lawyers.”

The World War II Army veteran
said he runs the place like he’s still in
the military. “I don’t coddle anyone,”
he said.

Mr. Ebersole said that some of his
“volunteers” are students from local
high schools serving Saturday deten-
tions.

Last year the center made close to
$120,000. That money is divided
among 25 civic organizations, which
are paid $400 each for four hours of
work on a Saturday. Each of the civic
organizations must provide 10 people
to the site on Saturdays. “It’s a source
of fundraising for them,” Mr. Ebersole
said.

The civic organizations involved
are from Plainfield, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Mountainside.
“They have to be here no matter the
weather because the public has to be
served,” he said.

Last year extra funds were donated
to the Fanwood Rescue Squad, fire
department and library.

What began as a mission for Mr.
Ebersole has now become a passion.
“Nature is beginning to get our atten-
tion,” he said. “Things are happening
right before our eyes and I believe in
educating the public.”

The center welcomes anyone with

Hsing Favors Slashing Fed
Budget, ‘Fairer’ Tax System

Lance Favors Regulation on
Mortgages, Less Fed Spending
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — State Senator and
7th Congressional District Republi-
can candidate Leonard Lance gave
his views during an interview with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
last week on a range of topics from
the federal bailout bill to the state’s
finances to the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars. See the video of the interview at
goleader.com/08election.

He said last week’s $700-billion
federal bailout of the nation’s finan-
cial system shows the crisis is not just
impacting Wall Street but “small busi-

nesses across America.”
Mr. Lance said the bill approved by

the Senate and House on Friday con-
tained “pork spending,” which he has
opposed in Trenton. As an example, he
said the new legislation contained tax
breaks for everything from producers
of rum in Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands to the production of American
bows and arrows. He called the addi-
tional spending “inappropriate.”

He said a year ago, the United
States had five investment banks.
“Lehman Brothers no longer exists.
Bear Sterns, of course, has been sold,
and Merrill Lynch is now part of
Bank of America, and
Goldman Sachs and
Morgan Stanley have
indicated that they will
become commercial
banks.” He said com-
mercial banks are un-
der stricter regula-
tions, which he favors.

“I think part of the
problem has been that
there has not been
enough regulation.
But I think that era is
ending and that there
will be greater regula-
tion as these banks
merge into commer-
cial banks,” he said.

Mr. Lance said in 1999, during the
administration of President Bill Clinton,
a Republican majority in Congress re-
pealed the Glass-Stiegel Act, a law
dating back to the Great Depression
that “separated commercial banking
from investment banking.”

“As a result of the repeal of Glass-
Stiegel, these investment banks have
been involved in matters that were not
formerly permitted,” Mr. Lance said.

He said there was “too much pres-
sure” on Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac to make loans “that were inap-
propriate” to persons without the abil-
ity to make their mortgage payments.
Mr. Lance said further federal regula-
tion is needed to stop banks from
making these types of loans, as well
as on credit rating agencies that
bundled these mortgages and sold
them as securities.

“These credit rating agencies gave

these bundled mortgages a high rat-
ing, sometimes Triple-A, and clearly,
that was not the case,” he said.

Looking at state politics, Mr. Lance
said, “New Jersey’s financial situa-
tion is not good.” A ranking member
of the senate budget committee, he
said New Jersey income tax is based
on gross, not adjusted, income, and is
“very heavily reliant on upper in-
come New Jerseyans.”

He said the top 1 percent of wage
earners account for the top 40 percent
of the state’s income tax revenue,
while the top 10 percent account for
80 percent of the income tax.

He said Wall
Street’s troubles
would likely spread to
Trenton’s coffers, as
bonuses are much
lower. Mr. Lance said
one of the main rea-
sons he decided to run
for Congress was due
to the growing na-
tional debt.

“I believe the tran-
scendent issue of our
time is fiscal respon-
sibility. A great indi-
cation of lack of fiscal
responsibility is a
$10-trillion federal

deficit,” he said. Mr. Lance pointed to
last year’s $300-billion farm bill,
which was vetoed by President George
W. Bush but later overridden by Con-
gress. He said he would have opposed
the legislation.

Mr. Lance said he has a record as a
fiscal conservative in Trenton, saying
he has opposed state borrowing with-
out voter approval. He said New
Jerseyans would vote on a referen-
dum in November that, if approved,
would make this practice state law
under a proposed state Constitution
amendment he sponsored.

On the topic of alternative energy,
Mr. Lance said he wants to be sure
that there is an appropriate location to
dispose of nuclear waste before con-
structing more facilities. He said some
European nations reprocess this
waste. Mr. Lance favors wind and
solar power, as well as cellulosic-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Bridgewater
Councilman Michael Hsing admits
he faces a tough uphill battle as an
Independent candidate against the
more established main party candi-
dates, Republican State Senator
Leonard Lance of Clinton and Demo-
cratic Assemblywoman Linda Stender
of Fanwood. See the video of the
interview at goleader.com/08election.

Born and raised in Taiwan, Mr.
Hsing immigrated to the United States
in 1983. A registered Republican, he
is now serving his second term on the
Bridgewater council after first being
elected in 2001.

During an interview Thursday at
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the candidate said as a councilman in
a community of 45,000 residents and
with a municipal budget of $20 mil-
lion, he has had “the opportunity to
learn a lot about how to govern a
community of this size and of this
kind of population,” including land
use law and government structure.

While saying he would “probably
have had to vote” for the $700-billion
bailout bill in Congress for the nation’s
financial system, Mr. Hsing said there
remains a lot of room for improve-
ment in both the defeated House bill
and the bill approved by the Senate
and House late last week and signed
by President George W. Bush.

“This is huge money. We are not
talking about $700 million; this is $700
billion. It’s a lot of money,” he said.
Mr. Hsing said he sees the legislation
not as a “bailout,” but a “cleanup” of
the nation’s financial system.

“The federal government doesn’t
have a penny. Each and every penny
comes from you and me the taxpayer.
So the government really does not
have the right to say ‘bailout,’” he
said. “I think we need to do some-
thing. We cannot let the country crash
and burn.”

The candidate said the nation needs
to clean up the “incorrect” practices
of Wall Street and the financial sector
or face the “next disaster to come in
the next five or 10 years.”

“We need to get to the root cause,”
Mr. Hsing said.

The candidate favors “a simpler
and fairer” federal tax system. “Right
now, the tax system is really squeez-
ing the hard-working middle class
people.”

He said he does not feel the United

States would be able to implement a
“flat tax system.” Mr. Hsing favors
changing the threshold on the capital
gains tax although he did not provide
an actual percentage saying a de-
tailed analysis was needed to provide
that number.

Mr. Hsing said he was “open to”
either repealing or replacing the fed-
eral estate tax “with a more reason-
able system or more reasonable tax
code.”

On federal spending, the candidate
said the level of current federal spend-
ing is “unacceptable.”

“We are spending money and bor-
rowing money that not only [we] can-
not pay back, that your grandchildren
from many generations cannot pay
back. We are destroying their future.
The American Dream is not just for
us to enjoy. We should really make
sure that our next generations will
continue to have the American
Dream,” he said. “The national defi-
cit is definitely something we need to
stop…. We need to stop the bleeding
right here.”

Mr. Hsing said the first priority of
the federal government must be to
“revive the economy,” while increas-
ing federal revenues and cutting
“wasteful spending.” He said the fed-
eral government could be “more effi-
cient” and “more productive” in its
defense department spending. He also
said spending on the nation’s space
program is another area that should
be looked at to save tax dollars, as
well as the federal education depart-
ment, which he said should have its
organization reduced to save money.

On health care, Mr. Hsing said the
uninsured problem, particularly chil-
dren, must be addressed. He supports
a national health care system that is
voluntary to provide minimum cov-
erage for preventive health care. He
said failing to address the uninsured
issue would result in further health
and social problems.

“People would have what I call a
safety net coverage. We will take care
of people that really need some cov-
erage,” he said, adding that doctors
would not be restricted on how much
they charge under such a system. He
fears that a “big federal system” would
limit medical charges and drive doc-
tors and laboratories “out of this coun-
try.”

He said that under his proposal,
hospitals would be able to remain
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LA MAGIA GUARDA...This trio of lovely ladies displays their magic eyes last Friday night during the banquet at Pantagis
Restaurant in Scotch Plains for the St. Bart’s softball league.

Sen. Leonard Lance

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INDEPENDENT CHOICE...Candidate for Congress in the 7th District,
Bridgewater Councilman Michael Hsing (right), takes to the Internet in express-
ing his views to reach voters for the November 4 election during a video interview
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor Paul Peyton last Thursday. See
goleader.com/08election.

Debbie Hoffman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRASH TO CASH...Recycling is a way of life at the Fanwood Recycling Center
where volunteers and residents make it one of the most successful programs in the
state.
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Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY DAY…Residents turn out and enjoy the variety of activities Sunday at
Scotch Plains Day.

Fanwood Plans
False Alarm Fines

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Borough
Council, at its monthly agenda meet-
ing Tuesday night discussed prelimi-
nary plans for an ordinance pertain-
ing to an increasing number of false
alarms triggered by home security
systems.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
said, under his draft measure, there
would be no fee for any homeowner
“with an existing alarm as long as
they register” before a deadline, while
homeowners activating new systems
would have to pay a “$10 registration
fee.”

One key detail that needs to be
worked out is whether fines would be
imposed after one or more false alarms
and how much the fine would be.

“There is always a risk responding
to any alarm,” said Councilman An-
thony Parenti, a former Fanwood po-
lice chief. “Excusing even one [false]
alarm is too many.”

Mr. Estis said alarms caused by “a
violent act of nature,” such as a storm,
would not result in a fine.

“This is really addressed at people

Scotch Plains Council Discusses
Firm for Town Hall Energy Audit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council plans to discuss further
whether to engage the services of a
company to perform an energy audit
on the municipal building, a move
that Township Manager Michael
Capabianco said could result in cost
savings to the municipal government.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Mr. Capabianco said
Metro Energy Solutions of West
Caldwell had submitted a $9,815 pro-
posal to evaluate the 34-year-old
building, which underwent a major
renovation last year.

Calling Metro Energy “the cream
of the crop,” he said an audit — which

would include finding appropriate
rebates for the township, measuring
greenhouse gas emissions, measur-
ing the useful life of equipment in the
building and recommending energy-
and money-saving solutions — could
be completed by the end of Novem-
ber. This would allow recommenda-
tions to be incorporated into the 2009
municipal budget.

The audit, Mr. Capabianco said,
“will give us the blueprint to really do
it right the first time.”

 Councilman Jeffrey Strauss asked
whether other towns that have had a
similar audit by Metro Energy could
be contacted to get their input, an idea
that Mayor Martin Marks agreed with.
Councilman Kevin Glover said it was

important to get a “sense of the poten-
tial savings and what the capital out-
lay would be to achieve those sav-
ings.”

The council will discuss the pro-
posal again at its October 21 confer-
ence meeting.

In other business, Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool said the emergency
room at Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield remains open and that vari-
ous shuttle and taxi services are avail-
able from Muhlenberg to other area
hospitals. She said she attended a
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