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POLICE BLOTTER

FW Man Re-Arrested As
Probe Finds More Victims

FANWOOD — Lee Marks, 55, a
Fanwood businessman, was re-arrested
at his home on Thursday, October 2, after
an investigation revealed eight new vic-
tims, according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. Marks was charged
with eight counts of third-degree endan-
gering the welfare of a child.

On Friday, September 19, Marks was
arrested and charged with second-degree
sexual assault, third-degree aggravated
criminal sexual contact, third-degree en-
dangering the welfare of a child, and
multiple acts of lewdness, a disorderly
person’s offense. At the time, seven counts
were signed against Marks, Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow said.

There are now a total of 12 victims, all
under the age of 16, authorities said.

Mr. Romankow commended Fanwood
Police Department Lieutenant Richard
Trigo for his role in the investigation.

Marks was free on $150,000 bail from
the original charges, but last week State
Superior Court Judge John S, Triarsi in
Union County set a new bail totaling
$320,000 — $40,000 for each new vic-
tim. Marks was also ordered to have no
contact with the victims, authorities said.

The investigation is continuing. Any-
one with information related to this inves-
tigation is urged to contact Lt. Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-
5000, extension 117.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LA MAGIA GUARDA...This trio of lovely ladies displays their magic eyes last
Friday night during the banquet at Pantagis Restaurant in Scotch Plains for the
St. Bart’s softball league.

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader
KING OF THE SKIES...The Westfield Red-Tailed Hawk enjoys his free rein in
the skies as he overlooks his domain perched atop the Christmas Tree in
downtown at the Northside Train Station.

Hearings for Cell Tower Near
To an End in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The 120-foot cell
tower application drawing strong op-
position from Westfield and Cranford
residents is nearing its end.

Attorney John Schmidt, represent-
ing the Westfield and Cranford resi-
dents opposed to the cell tower, ques-
tioned his last witness at Monday
night’s Cranford Zoning Board of
Adjustment hearing for the applica-
tion of SMSA Limited Partnership,
composed of Verizon, AT&T and T-
Mobile, for a cell phone monopole
and equipment shelter at the location
of the Cranford Swim Club on County
Park Drive.

Mr. Schmidt’s radio frequency en-
gineer expert Ronald Graiff was re-
called to the stand for Gregory Meese,
the applicant’s attorney, to cross-ex-
amine Mr. Graiff.

Mr. Meese asked questions about
Mr. Graiff’s familiarity with the tes-
timony given by Mr. Meese’s radio
frequency expert, Glenn Pierson.

Mr. Meese questioned him about
the drive test data, which measures
wireless signal performance that Mr.
Pierson supplied to Mr. Schmidt at an
earlier meeting. “I have seen no drive
tests in testimony,” Mr. Graiff re-
sponded. “I saw calculated coverage.”

Mr. Graiff said that “the stack of
paper” given in response to Mr.
Schmidt’s request for the data had no
meaning because “the algorithm used
to analyze was not presented.”

“Mr. Pierson danced around at how
they were done,” he said.

Mr. Meese responded saying, “You
made no effort to make a request of
this data in another form?”

“When someone asks for drive test
data it is provided in a map with over-
lays,” Mr. Graiff said, noting in his expe-
rience in cell phone tower cases this
form of the information is provided.

“I thought, quite frankly, it was a
smart expletive way to get Mr.
Schmidt the data,” he said.

Then Mr. Meese and Mr. Graiff got
into a word definition argument as
Mr. Meese questioned what Mr. Graiff
thought the definitions were for seam-
less, “without seams,” he replied;
ubiquitous,” the same, he replied; “re-
liable,” “there is no hard measure of
reliability,” he responded.

Mr. Meese presented new data to
the board that showed the capacity of
calls made during legal holidays.

“He doesn’t list the holidays he
(Mr. Graiff) testified to [at the last
meeting],” objected Mr. Schmidt,
noting Mother’s Day as an example.

Then Mr. Meese brought up the
topic of cell site placement.

Mr. Graiff said cell carriers “typically
place it (the tower) in the search ring.”

“It is not in the search ring,” he said
regarding the proposed site place-
ment of the monopole.

A search ring is a hole identified
through analysis of drive test data
that shows the area to place the tower
to achieve the service results desired.

Mr. Graiff also said a carrier could
place antennae on two 50- or 60-foot
buildings to “get the coverage they
needed.” Though he said it is not
ideal. He said there were building
sites to the south and the east that
were suitable, but could not recall the
exact locations.

Mr. Meese said Mr. Pierson testi-
fied to the need to go further north to
achieve the desired coverage.

Mr. Graiff also said, “There is no
fact that states the antennae has to be
above the tree line to propagate.”

At the last meeting Mr. Graiff tes-
tified that there is no evidence stating

“that calls will fail when you get
outside of that sea of green,” referring
to the area that has cell phone cover-
age.

He also said that because of “con-
fusing testimony” that he could not
say there was a gap in coverage.

After Mr. Meese’s hour-and-15-
minute cross examination, board
member alternate Ronald Marotta said
to Mr. Meese about not receiving a
test data map, “This has been going
on a long time. Something like that
(drive test map) would have helped
move this forward.”

Cranford resident Leonard Waldman
informed Mr. Graiff that the test drive
data received is not the original data
because in an earlier meeting Mr.
Pierson said the data was purged from
the system due to space issues on the
hard drive, and so he used data avail-
able at the time of the request.

Mr. Schmidt also called Thomas
Kachelreiss, his real estate appraiser
expert to the stand. He said he re-
viewed the Springfield site referred
to by the applicants’ appraiser.

He called the area the cell tower is
located in an “industrial park.” He
said since this area has had industrial
use for some time that the home val-
ues there are already diminished due
to that zone and so an appraiser can-
not use it in a paired sales analysis.

Mr. Meese’s real estate appraiser
used this analysis for testimony.

He also said he could not find a cell
tower “solely in a residential area.”
He said the applicant only mentioned
areas that are school zones.

Mr. Meese then said that some of
these school locations surround resi-
dential areas.

Mr. Meese asked about the tower in
Mendham, which he said “is a three-
acre residential zone in a residential
property.”

“There haven’t been any sales in
2,000 feet of that property,” Mr.
Kachelreiss responded as to why he
did not do an analysis there.

Board member Christopher Drew
told the appraiser that Union County
College’s public safety director sent a
letter to the board stating its reasons
for not wanting a tower on its grounds.
The college was approached by the
applicant before the swim club. Mr.
Drew asked the appraiser why he thinks
the college would not want it on its
property.

“I would think they would be op-
posed because of their Astronomy de-
partment,” he answered, saying the
tower would cause interference.

Then board chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht asked Mr. Kachelreiss to
give the board “something with more
meat” and not opinion.

Mr. Kachelreiss said the homes in
Springfield in the area of the tower are
larger in size than those in the Westfield/
Cranford area in question, but the val-
ues of the homes in Westfield and
Cranford are higher. He also said the
quality and maintenance were not
equal, inferring that Westfield and
Cranford were of higher caliber.

Cranford resident Marjorie Meise
asked Mr. Kachelreiss if he thought
the homes in Westfield and Cranford,
in the vicinity of the tower, would
decrease in value and he said “yes.”
She also said the homes in question do
not have acres of land like the area in
Mendham.

Then Mr. Schmidt called his final
witness, Michael Shuvart, a resident
of Manatoa Circle in Westfield. He
showed the board pictures and a map
of the area where the tower would be
placed and of the area in Springfield. It
showed a line from the tower to where
the setback from property should be at
360 feet. The proposed setback of the
tower is 14 feet.

The next meeting is set for Mon-
day, November 24, when Mr. Meese
will cross examine Mr. Shuvart, and
if time allows residents can come
before the board with comments.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 30, Jerome T.

Pinckney, 19, of Edison was arrested fol-
lowing an accident investigation at Rahway
Avenue and Cottage Place on multiple war-
rants for contempt of court.

The warrants were issued by Plainfield,
for $1,000; Watchung, for $350; Piscataway,
for $200; Elizabeth, for $120, and Fanwood,
for $89. He was turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department.

Thursday, October 2, Kevon Beresford,
34, of Roselle was arrested on a
Mountainside contempt of court warrant,
with bail of $89, after a motor vehicle stop
in the area of Clover Street and Summit
Avenue. He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 2, Joseph Kabutu, 33,
of Fords was arrested at the Essex County
jail on a Westfield contempt of court war-
rant, with bail of $3,460. He was committed
to the Union County jail on default of bail.

Thursday, October 2, Alfred Ott, 24, of
Mountainside was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia after
a motor vehicle stop in the area of Mountain
Avenue and Driftway. He was issued a
summons and released.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 3, Matthew Boykin, 25,

of Newark was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, October 4, a resident of Wil-
low Avenue reported that someone dam-
aged her vehicle while it was parked legally
in front of her house.

Saturday, October 4, a resident of Will-
iam Street reported that her neighbor came
onto her lawn and made remarks about her
children and her property.

 Saturday, October 4, Sandra Viglianti,
44, of Clark was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She was
processed and released.

Saturday, October 4, Carla Shefton, 24,
of Newark was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She was
processed and released.

Sunday, October 5, Dominick Russo, 19,
of Edison was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Sunday, October 5, Emanuel Mills, 44,
of Edison was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle violation. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, October 5, a resident of Seaward
Place reported that someone attempted to
enter his residence through a rear window
but fled when an alarm went off.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 1, a resident of

Friar Lane reported that someone dented
her vehicle while it was parked in the street.

Thursday, October 2, a motorist reported
that while traveling on Route 22 East a large

stone shattered the rear window of her
vehicle. According to police, the victim
believes the stone came from a wooded area
along the highway.

Sunday, October 5, a manager at a Route
22 theater reported that two individuals
attempted to get refunds from tickets they
claimed to have purchased that evening.
According to police, the tickets were pur-
chased at a different time and the refund was
denied. When the individuals were ques-
tioned about where they received the tickets
from they fled the scene, authorities said.

Monday, October 6, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone has
been leaving flyers in front of his father’s
house with a picture of a vampire on it and
the words “vampire of the early mid 90s”
and “night stalker.” According to police, the
victim feels it could be an ex-friend leaving
the flyers at the house.

Fanwood
Saturday, September 27, a resident in the

100 block of South Avenue reported that
someone made unauthorized purchases on
her credit card in the amount of $1,175.
Police said the incident is under investiga-
tion.

Wednesday, October 1, Izabel D.
Marques, 41, of Garwood was arrested for
an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop in the 400 block of South
Avenue. She was processed and released.

Saturday, October 4, Walter L. Hunter,
Jr., 38, was arrested on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Saturday, October 4, Michael J.
Belmonte, 47, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with shoplifting from a store
in the 100 block of South Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, he was also charged with an
outstanding Piscataway warrant. He was
transported to the Union County jail for
failure to make bail set at $500.

Saturday, October 4, a resident in the 50
block of Glenwood Road reported that some-
one opened a credit card in her name and
made $1,386 in unauthorized purchases at a
Westfield department store. According to
police, an investigation revealed that sev-
eral additional credit cards were opened in
her name as well. Police are investigating
the report.

Sunday, October 5, Robert M. Gittleman,
56, of Clark was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, October 7, Christopher A.
Gines, 31, of Fanwood was arrested on an
outstanding Dunellen warrant after a motor
vehicle stop in the 50 block of Second
Street. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

chemotherapy,” Ms. Augustine re-
sponded.

After the meeting, council members
debated under what committee’s pur-
view the suggestions would fall. When
asked if Ms. Augustine’s suggestions
as to anti-loitering laws could pass
muster legally, Town Attorney Robert
Cockren said there is a “fine line” that
must be respected. Ultimately, he said
no matter what is decided, an entity
could not infringe on people’s Consti-
tutional rights to assemble.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, when
asked for his reaction, said the town
needs to “strike a balance” between
prosecuting those who are violating the
law and protecting those who have
committed no crimes. “What consti-
tutes criminality?” he asked. “If we’re
talking rudeness, rudeness may not be
‘criminal…’ I think we’re a victim of
our own success. We want to be wel-
coming. Are there people not following
the law? Absolutely. But we can’t paint
with such broad strokes.”

In council business, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea announced that the
town has received four bids on leaf
collection; all are lower than last year.
On a related note, the town is making
preparations for its annual leaf-collec-
tion program.

Collection will begin simultaneously
on the north and south sides on October
20 and continue to December 5. During
this timeframe, two full passes of the
town will be made, with additional
passes if necessary. No leaves will be
permitted in the streets until Saturday,
October 11. The town encourages the
use of biodegradable leaf bags for resi-
dents who wish to have leaves picked
up. For further information, call the leaf
hotline at (908) 789-4120.

Westfield and Scotch Plains are dis-
cussing furthering their shared-services
agreement regarding leaf collection.
Beginning last year, Scotch Plains
leased space at the Westfield conserva-
tion center to perform half of its gumball
program in the spring and its leaf pro-
gram in the fall. Westfield, in turn, was
able to make use of Scotch Plains’ site
to dump leaves that originated on the
north side of town. The agreement
proved to be “very beneficial” to both
towns last year, according to Mr. Gildea.

Acting Mayor Ciarrocca, during his
public safety committee report, said
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield
has been “instrumental” in trying to
help solve the Westfield High School
parking problem. Mr. Kean has met
with the ranking general of the Westfield
National Guard Armory, and Mr.
Ciarrocca reported that Westfield might
eventually be able to lease “a portion”

WF BOE Approves First
Reading of ’09-10 Calendar

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education approved the first
reading of the 2009-2010 school calen-
dar during its meeting on Tuesday. The
draft calendar calls for classes to begin
on September 9, with the last day of
school and graduation set for June 23.

“We had a lot of discussion about
when school should start and when
school should end,” Board Vice Presi-
dent Julia Walker said.

The calendar calls for 181 student
days and three built-in snow days.
Board members said one of the main
challenges in preparing the 2009-2010
calendar was how to deal with Labor
Day, which falls on September 7 in
2009. Superintendent Margaret Dolan
said based upon past experiences and
feedback from parents, the policy com-
mittee decided to start school after the
holiday, noting that many families plan
vacations around the long weekend.

“People in this part of the United
States tend to think summer ends on
Labor Day Weekend,” Ms. Dolan said.

The board will vote on the second
reading of the school calendar during
its November meeting. Board mem-
bers said the draft calendar will be
available both on the district website
and in hard copy and encouraged the
public to review the document.

“We’ll be taking input,” Board
President Ginny Leiz said.

In other business, Ms. Dolan pre-
sented the district’s yearly report on
violence, vandalism and substance
abuse incidents. According to the re-
port, there were 20, recorded inci-
dents (based upon the state’s defini-
tion) during the 2007-2008 school
year. This number has remained rela-
tively constant over the past four years,
with 20 in 2006-2007 and 2005-2006
and 19 in 2004-2005. Ms. Dolan said
that most of the incidents occurred at
Westfield High School.

The 20 incidents resulted in 32 sus-
pensions, which Ms. Dolan attributed

to the fact that many of the incidents
included multiple students. All sus-
pensions were short-term, defined as
up to 10 days. Five of the incidents
required police notification with one
resulting in a filed complaint.

The board also presented the dis-
trict goals (which were discussed at
the workshop meeting two weeks ago)
on Tuesday, one of which is balanc-
ing enrollment in Roosevelt and
Edison intermediate schools. Coor-
dinator of School/Community Rela-
tions Lorre Korecky said that cur-
rently there are more students at
Roosevelt (which is a smaller build-
ing) than Edison (which is a larger
and newer building). The sixth grade
enrollment disparity is expected to
peak in 2009. The board has been
studying the enrollment imbalance
since 2005.

“Middle School enrollment num-
bers have been the focus of long-
range planning for quite some time,”
Ms. Walker said.

Ms. Walker said the board tried a
number of voluntary means to level
out enrollment, but none had the de-
sired result. Board members said they
hope to have attendance zones at the
end of December. The board said it
would take into account, not only
cost, but also the social implications
that changes could affect on students.

Ms. Dolan also said on Tuesday that
the district’s message alert system for
school emergencies has been installed.
Ms. Dolan said the current system would
contact parents’ home phones with
emergency messages.

“We plan to initially utilize the sys-
tem for emergency messages only,
mostly for school closings or delays
that could affect the families in one
school or district-wide,” Ms. Dolan said.

PTO members, staff and board mem-
bers tested the system. Ms. Dolan said
the system will also be expanded to
include e-mail and cell phone alerts and
parents can also include other contacts,
such as grandparents, in the system.

a desire to recycle, not just Fanwood
residents. In addition to the usual
recycling items, the center collects
clothing, CDs and DVDs, motor oil,
eyeglasses, hearing aids, household
batteries, car batteries, steel, wire
hangers, junk mail, cell phone batter-
ies, electronics and large plastics, “like
those kids picnic tables and toys,”
Mr. Ebersol said.

And for the things he cannot re-
cycle, Mr. Ebersol tries to find some-
one who will. “Home Depot will take
fluorescent light bulbs so you don’t
have to wait for county recycling
days,” he said. He also found Foam
Pack Industries in Springfield that
will take the foam packing that is
found in boxes containing items such
as televisions, computers and appli-
ances.

The Fanwood Recycling Center is
open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesdays
and Saturdays.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Recycling

United States has “stayed in Iraq long
enough.” “We should get our troops out…as
soon as possible without jeopardizing the
stability in that region,” he said. On Af-
ghanistan, he advocates for a “study and
surge analysis with stipulated goals and
measurements” before committing addi-
tional troops.

On alternative energy, the candidate said
he favors “building a new industry based on
renewable energy,” saying it would solve
the nation’s energy problems while produc-
ing an industry that would enable the United
States to “compete with other countries.”
He said development of alternative energy
sources would help “sustain this country for
another 50 or 100 years.”
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Lewd Behavior in WF
of the armory property for high school
parking. Mr. Ciarrocca emphasized that
talks are “extremely preliminary…but
at least it’s on the table. Hopefully this
will open up significant possibilities.”

The town’s traffic consultant, Gor-
don Meth, has reviewed the potential
Central Avenue corridor project sub-
mitted to the county and found it to be
“consistent” with what the town wants
to accomplish. Central Avenue is a
county road that traverses Clark and
Westfield and must receive county
approval. Westfield has requested,
among other things, a dedicated left-
turn signal on Central and South Av-
enues (for those heading west) and
pedestrian-activated lights at Central
Avenue and Clover Street. Work could
begin, according to Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada, next summer.

Mr. Ciarrocca said Fire Chief Dan
Kelly and Assistant Town Engineer
Kris McAloon have reviewed the
neighborhood roundabout on Sum-
mit Court and decided that a change
is necessary. Mr. McAloon will rede-
sign the traffic device; eventually, the
roundabout will be removed, and the
town will install two “islands” in that
vicinity. Both men had “concerns”
for drivers’ and pedestrians’ safety
when potentially navigating the circle
during difficult weather conditions.

Mr. Caruana, giving an update on
financial matters, said Westfield is
not experiencing the liquidity issues
that other communities in the state
have due to money-market funds
“freezing up.”

He said Westfield has money-market
accounts in Bank of America, JP Mor-
gan Chase, Commerce Bank and Capi-
tal One. The “bulk “of the money the
town uses to pay day-to-day operations
is vested in a Wachovia checking ac-
count; these type of accounts have not
been problematic.

He did say that on November 1,
when a “significant influx” of money
from quarterly taxes is coming into the
town’s coffers, the town may have to do
something “more defensive” than
spreading the surplus funds around to
money-market accounts.

On a related note, a Bergen Record
article on October 5 said the eco-
nomic situation nationally is impact-
ing municipalities in New Jersey. In
Leonia, the article states that due to
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
delinquent property taxes, the bor-
ough briefly delayed payments on
some bills this summer.

“We simply didn’t have the funds to
pay for them,” Myrna Becker, the
borough’s chief financial officer, said
in the article.

try. The candidate also supports a higher
CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Economy)
standard for automobile vehicles, which, he
said, has been held up in Congress due to
opposition from the Michigan delegation.
He said U.S. automakers must make ve-
hicles that are “environmentally friendly.”

He said the nation needs “basic manufac-
turing industry” not just service-based com-
panies, calling it “a matter of national secu-
rity.” Mr. Lance said investments in alterna-
tive energy would also present “employ-
ment opportunities for the American
workforce.”

When asked for his thoughts on Iraq and
Afghanistan, Mr. Lance said he believes
American troops could be withdrawn from
Iraq by the end of 2009. He points to the
“success of the surge” as the reason the
United States can “leave Iraq at an early
date.” The candidate said Iraq needs to start
paying for the United States military pres-
ence by tapping into its $80 billion in oil
profits.

Mr. Lance said he would have “read the
national intelligence estimate completely
before voting yes or no” on sending troops
to Iraq at the outset of the war, noting that
too many members of Congress instead
relied on a summary of the report.

“So I don’t know how I would have
voted,” he said, although he said he was “no
great fan of preemptive war.”

Mr. Lance said withdrawing in 2007
would not have been possible “because I
think Iraq was in chaos.”

The candidate said more troops would be
necessary in Afghanistan. He said the “cen-
ter” of al-Qaeda, terrorism, and the Taliban
are in Afghanistan and that Osama bin
Laden is hiding in the country or in neigh-
boring Pakistan.

Mr. Lance said he sees the Barack Obama-Les Marmitons Post
Dinner October 13

CRANFORD – Les Marmitons of
Cranford will hold its October dinner
event on Monday, October 13, at 5:30
p.m. at the Kenilworth Veterans of For-
eign Wars on 21st Street in Kenilworth.

Members Randy Gemenden and Barry
Obsgarten will guide the preparation of a
multi-course, locally sourced seafood
menu paired with wines. The event is
open to members and guests.

Les Marmitons is an international culi-
nary comprised of men with an interest in
the preparation and enjoyment of fine
food, wine and culinary arts.

Les Marmitons meets on the second
Monday of the month. For more informa-
tion, see lesmarmitons.org or e-mail
rdreher@cranfordmarmitons.org.

John McCain Presidential race as close in
New Jersey, although he said Mr. Obama
currently has the lead in the state.
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Lance: Exit Iraq by 2009

Mside Council Discusses
Economic Impacts

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 20-minute
public portion of the borough council meet-
ing included comments about the state of
the stock market, the impact on retirement
plans and budget challenges to be con-
fronted next year.

Council members discussed a Congres-
sional budget report saying that retirement
plans have lost an estimated $2 trillion in
value over the last 15 months. Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti cited the pension losses as
evidence of how the market turmoil is af-
fecting citizens. Council members talked
about 401(k) plans, college-tuition expenses
and failed financial institutions.

The council elaborated on hiring a new
assistant recreation director at a salary of
$37,000. The individual has been on the job
for over a week. The hiring will be formally
approved at the next public meeting, absent
any unanticipated opposition.

Discussing the loss of another employee,
Mayor Viglianti said, “these are engage-
ments and not marriages” and that it is to be
expected that young individuals use these
positions as “stepping stone” to future en-
deavors.

The council indicated that personnel de-
cisions are likely to come under increased
scrutiny during the next budget cycle.
Mountainside and other smaller munici-
palities can expect a dip in tax revenues due
to the effect of expected job losses and the
housing crisis.

With a municipal workforce of more
than 70 full and part-time employees,
Mountainside benefits from having a vol-
unteer fire department. The highest-paid
public employee of Mountainside is Tax
Assessor Eldo Magnani, who collects a
salary of $17,048 from Mountainside and
$125,000 from five municipalities, includ-
ing Colts Neck, Milltown, Holmdel,
Monmouth and Atlantic Highlands.

Mayor Viglianti mentioned he has begun
looking at the borough’s debt burden with
chief financial officer Jill Goode. Some of
the borough’s debt will mature over the next
few years, and the mayor has initiated dis-
cussions on financing options.

The mayor announced that the 15th
annual Clean Community Day would take
place on October 15; residents of all ages
will help clean up public spaces.


