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Ghost Town:
A Haunting Comedy

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

The effervescent reincarnation of a
romantic comedy sub-genre that’s
been haunting silver screens ever since
“Topper” (1937), David Koepp’s
“Ghost Town” does its spectral pre-
decessors proud. You know the deal.
A cynic can suddenly see ghosts.
He’d rather not. Making it worse,
concomitant with said power he’s
assigned a soul-saving mission.

Handling the drill this time, liter-
ally and figuratively, is Bertram
Pincus, D.D.S., portrayed with per-
fectly defining lack of joie de vivre by
Ricky Gervais. The sourpuss, who
quizzically left his native London for
New York because “it was too crowded
there,” is entirely bereft of people
skills. Oh, that he could stuff cotton
wads in the world’s mouth.

Acquiring his apparitional sense
following seven minutes of momen-
tary death during a routine
colonoscopy, now the loner has to
suffer not only the intrusions of the
quick, but the dead as well. Leading
the charge of this new contingent hell-
bent on precluding his much sought
isolation is Greg Kinnear’s Frank
Herlihy, former pitchman personified.

Happily for the plot, unhappily for
Dr. Pincus, dead Frank hasn’t lost his
stuff. Impelled to make one big last
sale, the unwelcome vision in a tux-
edo (you wear what you died in)
explains that, while a philanderer, he
nevertheless loved his wife, Gwen
(Tea Leoni). And, well, he just doesn’t
like this guy to whom she’s engaged.
He pleads mortal intervention.

Fat chance, says the doc, repeat-
edly, in hallways, anterooms, eleva-
tors and streets, inevitably also heard
by those living folk who just so hap-
pen to be in attendance. Though in on
the signature cliché, we still can’t
help but laugh when these abashed
observers puzzle over the solitary,
round-faced fellow screaming, “Just
shut up and get out of here.”

OK then, retorts Kinnear’s niftily
etched lead phantasm. To make his
case, he’ll show Bertram what it’s
like to be on the receiving end of a
full-court haunting. He’s here, he’s
there — he’s everywhere. Still, while
beleaguering, it’s to no avail. And
then it happens. Serendipitously, in-
tercession seemingly arrives of its
own power. Bertram meets Gwen.

It’s at a lecture the archeologist is
giving as prelude to a mummy exhibit
she’s mounting at the museum. She is
bright, intelligent and winsome. And
while there’s no sense in trying to
conceal where that will take the
storyline, here’s the rub: she’s the gal
in his apartment building he’s closed
elevator doors on and from whom
he’s stolen cabs.

While trying to ameliorate that past
rudeness, the D.D.S. is also inun-
dated with requests from a host of
other ghosts, all beseeching him to
right or correct a situation that keeps
them in their Manhattan purgatory.
However, while engaged in a plan
that just might free Frank from his
limbo, he’s hardly a ghost-itarian.
The others can go to, well, you know.

Granted, whether it’s helping an-
gels get their wings or levering lost
souls from the afterlife’s halfway
house, this is all familiar shtick. But
that’s OK, so long as each filmic
visitation possesses its own consis-
tency and novelty. Let’s face it. There’s
an inherent fantasy here. Walking
around N.Y.C. as a specter sure beats
the big white light.

Hosting this latest cinema haunt-
ing, Kinnear puts on the charm like
nobody’s business. He is a swell an-
tithesis to Mr. Gervais’ selfish cur-
mudgeon, their mutual incomplete-
ness apt glue for the friendship of
convenience that evolves. As the pair
gad about town, chiding each other’s
shortcomings, the one-liners zing, and
the running gags keep the levity aloft.

Unfortunately, despite its
otherworldly pontifications and solid
scenario, it can’t shake its Earthly
bounds. Which means a traditional
denouement, when she mistakes this,
and he fails to comprehend that, and
it sure doesn’t look like things are
going to work out in the end, for
anyone. It serves to remind that nei-
ther life nor death is all fun and games.

Once this clearinghouse of seri-
ousness has passed, the frivolity tries
to kick in again, replete with a some-
what surprising if not completely
convincing twist. Bare in mind, be-
yond the afterlife thing, we’re also
supposed to buy an unlikely affaire
de coeur not exactly made in Heaven.

All of which points to the fine sus-
pension of disbelief Ricky Gervais’
character inspires. It is a multifold per-
formance, chiseled with both humor
and brine. Somewhere in that cold shell
we suspect, or at least want to think,
despite the Brit’s disassociating behav-
ior and consistently deadpan renounc-
ing of humanity, a good person resides.

Tea Leoni as the widow lends a bit
of emotional prestidigitation herself.
Vulnerable without forsaking movie
star appeal, she gives the improbable
romance just the smidgen of credibil-
ity it needs. Alas, blame it on human
imperfection that there’s no big nu-
ance to turn things totally ethereal.
Otherwise, “Ghost Town” makes for
spirited movie going.

“Ghost Town,” rated PG-13, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by David Koepp and stars Ricky
Gervais, Greg Kinnear and Tea Leoni.
Running time: 102 minutes.

Former Clark Native ‘Chases
The Green’ with New Book

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK – Golf enthusiasts will
recognize the expression “chasing the
green” as one that motivates a player
to approach every hole aggressively
and with full commitment.

When translated
into the world of
high finance,
“chasing the green”
is an appropriate
title for a book that
describes the first-
ever case brought
by the Federal
Trade Commission
(FTC) against a
company in the
credit card process-
ing industry.

Co-written with
Emilio Iasiello,
“Chasing the
Green” is the story
of former Clark na-
tive Craig Frankel
and his brother –
referred to in the
book as “Ross” –
two entrepreneurs who got into the
electronic credit card processing busi-
ness when it was in its infancy and
grew their business into a muti-mil-
lion dollar empire.

The names of the people and insti-
tutions referred to in the book have
been changed, but the story is very
real.

The two brothers, neither of whom
had a college education, were at the
top of the world when they learned in
early 2002 that their bankcard busi-
ness was under investigation by the
FTC for fraud.

Placed into receivership by the FTC,
the company, referred to in the book
as A & R Bankcard, spiraled down-
ward even faster when the people
assigned to its custody committed
their own version of fraud by selling
company secrets to its competitors.

Ultimately, the brothers settled out
of court with the FTC for what is
explained in the book as “nothing
that wasn’t an accepted and regular
practice in the industry.”

They had to sell their business to

pay the settlement, and at the age of
38, Mr. Frankel, who now lives in
Dallas, devoted much of his time to
his lifelong passion of golf.

From business to the game of golf,
Mr. Frankel continues to “chase the
green.”

“Chasing the
Green [is] what
life is all about. It’s
the thing that
pushes you to go
beyond yourself,
to strive for that
one goal that per-
petually seems out
of reach and cata-
pults you to reach
out just enough to
grab it,” he writes.

“….[It’s about]
finding what you
love and pursing it
with all your
heart.”

Mr. Frankel also
produces motion
pictures.

One of his latest
p r o d u c t i o n

projects is a feature-film version of
“Chasing the Green,” for which he
co-wrote the screenplay.

“I have always been a fan of true
stories, and I think most people enjoy
reading or seeing a movie based on a
true story,” he said.

The movie version stars William
Devane, of “24,” Jeremy London and
Heather McComb of “Party of Five,”
Ryan Hurst of Remember the Titans,
Robert Piccardo of “Star Trek: Voy-
ager,” Dan Grimaldi of “The Sopra-
nos” and Patricia Rae of Maria Full
of Grace.

“The cast of the film, which in-
cludes actors from [many well-known
films], sure does give this amazing
story even more pop,” Mr. Frankel
said.

“I felt like this was a great story. [It
is a] good success story, funny, histori-
cal and compelling,” he continued.

Mr. Frankel has had two serious
offers to distribute the movie version
of “Chasing the Green.”

“Chasing the Green” is available at
all local and online bookstores.
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WF Violinist Andy Bhasin
To Perform Saturday

WESTFIELD — The first perfor-
mance of the 93rd season of the Mu-
sical Club of Westfield will take place
on Wednesday, October 8, at 1 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street. Featured on the program is
music for voice, flute and instrumen-
tal trio.

Four days prior to the performance
by Musical Club members, a former
recipient of a Musical Club scholar-
ship returns to Westfield to give a solo
recital. Violinist Andy Bhasin will
present a recital of solo and chamber
works for violin at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, on Saturday,
October 4, at 7 p.m. Mr. Bhasin is a
2001 Westfield High School gradu-
ate who received an undergraduate
degree in violin performance from
New York University in 2005, a Mas-
ter of Music degree from the Hartt
School of Music in 2007, and is cur-
rently working on a graduate profes-
sional diploma from Hartt.

On the program will be the Allegro
from the Brahms Sonata No. 3 in D
Minor, Op. 108; the Preludio from
Bach’s Partita for Violin Solo No.3 in
E, BWV 1006; the Romance for Vio-
lin and Orchestra No 1 in G, Op. 40,
by Beethoven; Debussy’s Sonata for
Violin and Piano in G minor;
Zigeunerweisen, Op. 20, by Pablo
Sarasate, a Spanish violinist and com-
poser of the 19th Century, and the
second movement of the Trio for trum-
pet, violin and piano in E flat major
by the living American composer Eric
Ewazen.

Mr. Bhasin’s older brother, Paul,
who was also a Musical Club scholar-
ship recipient, will join him on trum-

pet for the last selection. Accompa-
nying on piano will be Walter
Aparicio, of New York City. The re-
cital is free and open to the public.

At the Musical Club program on
October 8, baritone Glen Crane will
perform selections from 19th-Cen-
tury French composer Charles
Gounod’s opera “Faust,” including
“Le veau d’or,” “Vous qui faites
l’endormie” and “Avant de quitter ces
lieux.” Mary Beth McFall will ac-
company Mr. Crane on the piano.

Flutist Jenny Cline, also accompa-
nied by Ms. McFall, will perform
“Pastorale Suite” by Swedish com-
poser Gunnar de Frumerie. Although
written in 1933, the “Suite” follows
the form of a baroque suite
(Preludium, Gavotte, Sarabande,
Sicilienne and Finale).

Ms. Cline and Ms. McFall will be
joined by clarinetist George Toenes
for a “tango-canción” entitled “Por
Una Cabeza” by Argentinian com-
poser Carlos Gardel, who was known
as “The King of the Tango.” This
particular tango was heard in the
soundtrack of the 1992 film Scent of
a Woman, starring Al Pacino.

The October 8 performance is free
and open to the public. Refreshments
will be served after the program, with
an opportunity to meet the perform-
ers.

The Musical Club of Westfield offers
scholarships to promising young musi-
cians who are pursuing a musical edu-
cation. Membership to the club is open
to anyone who is interested in music.
For information about membership as a
performer or an associate member, call
(908) 232-2173.

BBQ Dinner, Barn Dance Set For
Mountainside Watchung Stable

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter are offering an outdoor barn dance
and barbecue dinner, cooked by Fa-
mous Dave’s restaurant, at Watchung
Stable in Mountainside. This is a new
event and is part of Trailside’s fall
series of activities for adults, ages 18
years and older.

It will take place rain or shine on
Saturday, October 11, from 7:00 to
10:00 p.m. The deadline to register for
the barn dance is Thursday, October 9.

Rusty Burns will host the square
dance and a fiddler will play. Line
dance instructor, Georgeanne Valis,
courtesy of the Colorado Café in
Watchung, will teach some new dance
routines. A hay wagon will give rides
through the reservation.

The fee is $20 per person for resi-
dents of Union County and $25 per
person for out-of-county participants.
For directions to the stable, or addi-
tional information about this event or
other upcoming programs at Trailside,

call (908) 789-3670, or go online at
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road. Watchung Stable is located at
1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.

VIOLIN VIRTUOSO…Violinist Andy Bhasin, a 2001 graduate of Westfield
High School, will perform on Saturday, October 4, at 7 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street.

Free Opera Course for
Seniors at Wharton Ctr.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Limited
openings are still available for The
Judith G. Wharton Music Center’s,
formerly Suburban Community Mu-
sic Center, new free course for se-
niors (55+) entitled The Drama of
Opera. Classes take place Thursday
mornings 9:30 to 11 a.m., beginning
September 25, at the Center’s new
location, 60 Locust Avenue. New se-
niors are invited to join the class.

This course, taught by composer
John Sichel, includes a series of lec-
tures, which look at the great operas
and the complex and fascinating in-
terrelationship between music, text
and drama. Recorded scenes from the
operas of Mozart, Verdi, Wagner,
Mussorgsky and Puccini will be
watched or listened to in each lecture.

Along with teaching a variety of
music courses at the Center, Mr. Sichel,
a Yale graduate, teaches theory, com-
position, piano, and music and rock-
and-roll history at Raritan Valley Com-
munity College, and is the curator of
the A. Louis Scarmolin Trust.

For more information, call the
Wharton Music Center at (908) 790-
0700, or visit the center’s website at
whartonmusiccenter.org.

This program is made possible in
part by a grant from The Wallerstein
Foundation.

Summit Symphony’s
Season Begins Oct. 19
SUMMIT – The Summit Sym-

phony Orchestra’s 71st season will
begin with a concert on Sunday, Oc-
tober 19, at 3 p.m., at the Summit
High School, located on Kent Place
Boulevard. The concert will include
music by Russian composers. There
will be a pre-concert lecture begin-
ning at 2:15 p.m. for this performance.

Under the direction of conductor
James Sadewhite, the Summit Sym-
phony Orchestra will perform the
Overture to Russlan and Ludmila by
Glinka, le Coq d’Or and
Scheherazade, both by Rimsky-
Korsakov.

Admission to this concert is free.

Fanwood Writer to
Speak Sunday

HOBOKEN – Poet Adele Kenny
of Fanwood will read from her works
this Sunday, October 5, at 3 p.m. at
Stevens Institute of Technology, in
the Babbio building, 2nd floor, lo-
cated on the corner of Sixth and River
Streets in Hoboken.

Ms. Kenny is the author of 23 po-
etry and nonfiction books. Over 700
of her poems, reviews and articles
have been published worldwide, and
her poems have appeared in books
and anthologies published by Crown,
Tuttle and McGraw-Hill. Her new
chapbook, “The Kite & Other Poems
from Childhood,” is forthcoming from
Finishing Line Press.

Among other honors and awards,
she has received two N.J. State Arts
Council poetry fellowships, a Merton
Poetry of the Sacred Award, a Writer’s
Digest Poetry Award and a first place
Merit Book Award.

A former professor of creative writ-
ing in the Graduate School at the
College of New Rochelle, she is the
founding director of the Carriage
House Poetry Series and is currently
completing her Ph.D. in theology.

For more information about Ms.
Kenny, visit
home.att.net.~yorkshirehouse.

Directions to the Stevens campus
are available at debaun.org.

Emotions Fly High
In Defying Gravity

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Americans who
lived through President Kennedy’s as-
sassination can recount where they
were when they learned of the tragedy.

The Space Shuttle Challenger’s ex-
plosion, killing all seven astronauts
on board, may not be as prominent an
historical event, but Defying Gravity,
a play by the award-winning Jane
Anderson, deals with the life-altering
experience of that subject and the
handling of unexpected sorrow.

The Theater Project’s production
speaks to the way in which the
Challenger’s tragic end touched
Americans.

Through an effective kaleidoscope
montage of vignettes, the play is an
uplifting celebration of life, of pas-
sion for the space program and
people’s quest in life to dare to reach
higher than expected.

Although Christa McAuliffe, the
first teacher selected to participate in
the space program, is not mentioned
by name in the 90-minute intermis-
sion-free play, a character called
Teacher represents her. Ms. McAuliffe
was a household name in 1986 when
the disaster occurred.

Director Mark Spina offers a memo-
rable production that lets the audience
experience the tragedy through the eyes
of the Teacher’s daughter Elizabeth,
two retired Americans — Ed and Betty
— a bartender, Donna, and a space
shuttle ground crew member, CB.

Playwright Anderson alternates her
kaleidoscopic view with fantasy and
realism. With each click of the imagi-
nary cylinder, time and space are altered.

Acting as omniscient narrator and
commentator is the character of Im-
pressionist artist Claude Monet (Gary
Glor). Mr. Glor is perfectly reflective,
and wry in his comments. A master at
timing, he delivers lines thoughtfully
through the character that is the glue
between reality and fantasy.

Set Designer Julia Hahn’s stark

white canvas of colorless cubes and
benches sets an appropriately somber
tone. A gigantic movie screen pro-
vides the backdrop for PowerPoint
Designer Benjamin Myers’ selection
of landscapes and seascapes that
present Monet’s artwork, as well as
nature’s handiwork.

Director Spina adroitly utilizes
scaffolding to reinforce the motif of
man’s quest to reach to the heavens.

As the daughter Elizabeth, both as
a six-year-old girl and then a 25-year-
old woman, Jenelle Sosa taps nicely
into the energy and confusion of a
young girl’s haunting memories of
the loss of her mother.

Mr. Maschi nicely plays Ed, the
round-shouldered, longsuffering hus-
band, whose wife loves to talk.

Ms. Della Ventura’s Betty marvel-
ously charms those she meets (and the
audience) with her sheer optimism.

Bartender Donna and CB give a
glimpse of a different type of Ameri-
can couple. Daaimah Talley’s Donna
beautifully delivers gut-wrenching
dialogue about guilt and blame to
CB, well played by André DeSandies.

Harriett Trangucci’s empathetic por-
trayal of Teacher does the profession
justice with her patience, warmth, pas-
sion and inspiration while speaking to
her students. Ms. Trangucci’s emotional
resonance as a mother rings true.

As usual, Director Spina has se-
lected a drama that delivers the unex-
pected, uplifts the spirit and chal-
lenges people to think. These charac-
ters, like all of us, are searching for
meaning after an unexpected disaster
impacts their world. Each character
defies limitations to break free from
the confines of personal gravity.

The play runs Thursdays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3
p.m. through October 12, at The The-
ater Project located in Union County
College at 1033 Springfield Avenue
in Cranford. For more information,
visit thetheaterproject.org or call (800)
838-3006 for tickets.


