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BRODY MAKES 7 SAVES, GAME-SAVER IN OVERTIME

Soccer Blue Devil Girls Duel
To 0-0, OT Tie With Bears
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scoring opportunities were slim
but the quality of play was hefty in a
showdown meeting between the No.
19 Westfield High School girls soc-
cer team and No. 6 East Brunswick,
which concluded with a 0-0, double
overtime deadlock at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on September 24.

Parity was in deed in play as the 3-
0-1 Blue Devils and Bears finished
with six shots on goal each in regula-
tion and four each in the overtime
periods. Both teams had three corner
kicks in overtime but the Bears had a

3-2 edge in regulation.
The Blue Devils had four very good

scoring opportunities in regulation
and the Bears had one. In the first
half, forward Samantha Costello
managed to slip the ball past Bear
charging goalie Kerri Williams to the
left side of the net but her angle was
too acute to get off an easy shot at the
goal. Senior birthday girl Tara Handza
drilled the hardest shot of the after-
noon but it crashed right into the
hands of Williams. Bear Monica Farag
eluded the Blue Devil defenders in
front of the net but her shot hooked
left of the post.

In the second half, midfielder Brit-
tany Cortinhal had a clear shot from
seven yards out but the ball slid to the
right of the post.

“We put her in a position that she
doesn’t normally play and she did a
nice job. The thing that was great
about today was we had a lot of differ-
ent people doing a lot of different
things,” Blue Devil Head Coach Katie
Wertheimer said.

Toward the end of regulation,
Costello broke toward the goal from
the left side and, as her foot struck the
ball, Bear goalie Gina Policastro
charged in and deflected it.

“We definitely had our chances.
Sam is working on being composed.
We are constantly working on finish-
ing and putting the ball away. We are
doing our best to take advantage of
our scoring opportunities. At one
point, East Brunswick had lots of
girls in the box, so it would make any
shot difficult to get by. Overall, offen-
sively we did a good job. The fact that
we got it down there and were able to
create the scoring opportunities is
exciting. Now we got to put those
away,” Wertheimer said.

A scoreless tie also meant that the
defense was on their toes and junior
back Grace MacKenzie was con-
stantly in the mix of the action.

“Grace is one of our key players
out of the back. She’s consistently
winning the balls in the air and keep-
ing us calm in the back. She is not
afraid to be physical,” said
Wertheimer. “Our defense did a great
job with Katie Esler, Becky Kape,
Briana Gonsalves and Julia
Spiridliozzi. They were all over the
place. At one point, Julia was the only
one pressuring their keeper, but yet
she was able to come all the way back
and mark her girl.”

The Bears held the edge on danger-
ous shots in the overtime periods but
Blue Devil goalie Meghan Brody,
who made three saves in regulation,
had to make four more, including a
game-saving diving smother near the
end of the second overtime.

“She came up big! We know she
has the capabilities. That kept us in
it,” said Wertheimer. “East Brunswick
is always tough. They are tradition-
ally a good team. This has always
been a big rivalry. I think it was an
even game. I am happy with the way
we played. It showed we have a lot of
people who can contribute.”
East Brunswick 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 0 0 0 0 0

coach did a great job having them
prepared and they played hard the
whole game.”

With quarterback Ahmad connect-
ing with wide receiver Leo Wyckoff,
East Side drove down the field and
took a 6-0 lead when Ahmad scored
from 11 yards out. A little later, Green
inflicted a well-timed hit on an East
Side receiver and recovered the ball
that put the Raiders in business on the
47-yard line. Three plays later, Green
hit pay dirt on Binkiewicz’ 17-yard
toss into the end zone for the tie. The
PAT failed.

East Side took to the air in the sec-
ond quarter. After a nice drive, Ahmad’s
screen pass was picked off by Ferrara
at the 32. From there, Binkiewicz ex-
ecuted a great pass down the middle to
Green for 12 yards, then hooked up
with Clark for the 18-yard TD with
5:18 left in the half. Domanski’s PAT
was good for a 13-6 lead.

In the third quarter, Ferrara recorded
his second pick on the East Side 45.

“Our defensive line and lineback-
ers did a great job pursuing the quar-
terback. He made a high throw. I was
in position to get it, which was a good
momentum shift for the offense,”
Ferrara said. “The second one, I was
playing zone defense. They were driv-
ing for a touchdown and we needed a
big play. Luckily, the pass came my
way. I made a good break on the ball
and came down with it, again another
momentum shift.”

Taylor, behind a host of blockers,
followed with rushes of four and 13
yards, respectively. Three plays later,
he rolled left for an 11-yard TD. Tay-

lor also ran in the two-point conver-
sion, making the score 21-6.

The Red Raiders rumbled 60 yards
up field on six plays for their second
score, highlighted by Ahmad’s 21-
yard keeper. The two-point conver-
sion was good.

The Raiders’ fourth TD consisted
of six plays and ended with Green’s
11-yard TD run. The Red Raiders
made it interesting when Ahmad, on
a second and goal, attempted to score
on a quarterback sneak. Green antici-
pated the play and laid on a vicious
hit, causing the fumble.

“I lined up right behind our center
and, as soon as he snapped the ball, I

came up and hit him, took the ball and
ran around the corner to the twenty. I
was surprised he gave it to me,” said
Green.

“You have to play hard every play
and you got to play every weekend.
People don’t understand that. Oregon
went to USC the other night. USC has
more All-Americans and potential
number-one draft choices by far and
you have to get that across young
kids. We were not ready to play and,
as a coach, I have to take the respon-
sibility and make sure we’re ready to
play,” concluded coach Ciccotelli.
Nwk East Side 6 0 8 0 14
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 6 7 8 7 28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A LEG UP…Blue Devils Katie Ponce, above, and Samantha Costello,
below, attempt to gain control of the ball in the game against East Brunswick.
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WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,279,000

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,895,000

SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT $649,900

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home built in an excellent location. Many options
available. Very deep properties close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your
perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork,
and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035
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Pristine Split Level home situated on a large wooded lot on a tree lined street. The home
features an eat-in-kitchen, Formal Dining Room, entertainment sized Living Room, 4
generous bedrooms and 2.5 baths. The large Family Room has a wood burning fireplace
surrounded by a custom crafted wood and tile mantel. The spacious screened porch and
the large cedar deck overlooking the private property provides plenty of room for outdoor
family living and entertainment. MLS # 2579123

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $2,590,000
Magnificent 4000 sq ft home, situated on a private lane in Wychwood. This custom built
home contains 4 large Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces, butler‘s pantry with sink and
wine cooler. Gourmet kitchen with two subzeros, professional double over range, two
dishwashers and microwave. The grand staircase leads to a bridge overlooking the Great
Room. The custom woodwork is a must see, triple tray ceiling with crown molding in the
Dining Room and coffered tray ceiling in the Master Bedroom. The Master Suite includes
closet systems, marble bath with steam shower and Jacuzzi tub. MLS # 2574043

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano
is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4 Full
and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding amenities include:
exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized chandelier lift, 2
Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining Room, 1st Floor
Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens to the Great
Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious Master Bedroom
Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the Finished Basement and
walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $659,000
Do not miss this one! Set on a cul-de-sac, this center hall colonial offers everything you are
looking for. The first level floor plan offers a large Living Room with a wood burning
fireplace, Formal Dining Room and eat in kitchen with new stainless appliances. Light and
airy, a family room off the kitchen has a picture window overlooking a “storybook” back
yard. The second floor offers 4 generous bedrooms and 2 full baths including the master`s
renovated private bath (2008) with an oversized shower and travertine tile floor. Additional
renovations include a new 30 year Timberline roof, refinished gleaming hardwood floors,
new 6-panel interior doors, a new electric panel & complete interior painting. A 2 car
attached garage and large full basement finish this great home. MLS # 2507423

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JARRING THE FOOTBALL LOOSE…Raider linebacker/fullback Marcus
Green, No. 21, drops an East Side receiver and jars the ball loose.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AGGRESSIVE LEADS TO YARDAGE…Raider junior quarterback Gary Binkiewicz, No. 9, rolls over two East Side
defenders into Red Raider territory. Binkiewicz with the help of this blockers completed TD passes of 18 and 17 yards


