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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

October 2, 1998: All cylinders
were firing for the Blue Devils as
they impressed the crowd of over
2,000 by defeating the Raiders, 42-
20, at Gary Kehler Stadium. Senior
quarterback Brandon Doerr hit for
three, touchdown passes (Chris
Giacone, Gabe Perez, Maurice
Boatwright) and kicked six extra
points. Raider junior halfback
Nathan Jones took on added respon-
sibilities and rushed for 126 yards
and scoring on a 64-yard blaze in the
third quarter.

September 30, 1999: Sophomores
Jackie Lavery and Lindsay Church
each captured two first places to
breeze the Raider gymnastics team
past the Brearley Bears, 98.6-52.1 in
Scotch Plains. The Raider girls swept
the top three places in every event.

October 2, 2000: The Blue Devil
girls volleyball team defeathered the
Plainfield Cardinals, 15-2, 15-3, in
Westfield. The Blue Devils notched
13 kills led by Kelly Masterson and
Patty Oslislo, who had four each.
Oslislo, who finished with eight ser-
vice points and four aces, was the
leading scorer in Game 1 with six

service points.
October 2, 2001: At Donald Van

Blake Courts in Plainfield, the Union
County (UC) Girls’ Tennis title had
yet to be claimed with only one fi-
nals match remaining, first doubles.
Top-seeded Ali Bennett and
Katherine Kielar defeated Summit’s
Megan Lyons and Emily Moore, 6-
1, 6-4, and to earn themselves the
UC first doubles title and Westfield
the team title, edging Summit by just
one point, 68-67.

September 26, 2003: The slightly
smaller-sized Raiders, including
their “Wild Dogs” defense, humbled
the larger visiting Blue Devil foot-
ball team, 27-6. Raider halfbacks
Kyle Baker rushed for 177 yards and
two touchdowns on 20 carries and
Lakiem Lockery rumbled 169 yards
on 14 carries and scored twice.

October 2, 2004: The 6-1-1 Raider
girls soccer team dazzled No.7
Bridgewater-Raritan, 2-0, in Scotch
Plains. Lisa Carmada and Tri-Cap-
tain Jenna Balestriere both hit the
mark with sizzling goals.

It’s Enough to Drive
An “Old School” Guy Nuts!

Can’t remember if I took my anti-
aggression meds before writing this,
so be forewarned.

In case you hadn’t been paying
attention, things have gotten way out
of control in sports at the sub-profes-
sional and sub-collegiate levels. Call
me old school, but it appears that
sports on the high school and sub-
high school levels are spinning far
outside what should be the realm of
normalcy.

Here are a couple examples:
There’s the online scouting services,

which “rank” prospects as early as the
fifth and sixth grades, in multiple
sports. Imagine being only the 14th-
ranked “power forward” at age 12?
There’s a magazine that rates the “best
ballers of the Class of 2013” or when-
ever. And there are college coaches
who subscribe to these services!

There’s the “travel teams” for third
and fourth graders, sometimes even
younger.

There’s the coaches who convince
kids, and their parents, that a college
scholarship is only attainable if their
Jack/Jill gives up all other sports and
concentrates on that coach’s special-
ity (for a hefty fee, of course) … oh,
and forget that Jack/Jill is only in the
second grade! (And don’t you love it
when Americans mock the Chinese
for their “Olympic factories.”)

There’s the “national” rankings in
the sports like football, basketball,
baseball, soccer, even volleyball.
Please. It’s hard enough to rank one
county in New Jersey, pretty much
impossible to accurately rank an en-
tire state, and absolutely beyond im-
possible to have any idea nationally.
Who’s going to tell me that the sup-
posedly second best team in New
Jersey or Massachusetts is better than
the supposedly third best team in
Texas or Alabama, or the fifth best
team in Ohio, etc., etc.

There’s the “showcase” events,
tournaments and camps, where you
know – or should know – that the
promoters don’t do this stuff out of
the goodness of their hearts. They
make out much better than the ath-
letes, who spend plenty of their par-
ents’ hard-earned money to get on the
fast track to a college scholarship or
pro contract, but mostly end up with
a number pinned to their chest.

There’s basketball tournaments like
“AND1,” where the players are given

Devil of the Week
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free reign to hot dog, to not pass the
ball to open teammates and to try
outrageous dunks and ridiculous off-
balance shots, by coaches usually
wearing their caps backward or side-
ways.

There’s kids, often a 6-foot-8 fresh-
man but usually gifted more athleti-
cally than academically, who live in,
say, Camden County but opt to go to
high school in, oh, say, Elizabeth,
mostly for the educational facilities,
but also to maybe play some hoops,
or whatever sport. (Camden Catho-
lic, Holy Cross, and Saint Augustine
Prep not nationally ranked?)

There’s the recruit … I mean, en-
ticing of athlete-students by certain
private and parochial schools, where
all the best athlete-students from sev-
eral counties and/or states gather to
produce all-star-type teams, which
then go around beating up on the
schools whose towns they pillaged of
the best talent. Rooting for them is
like rooting for the Huns or the
Mongols.

There’s the English language’s two
most overused words – dee, one. As
in D-1. As in Division 1. “That kid’s
a D-1 player,” “Is he going D-1?”
“That’s kid’s got a D-1 body,” “That
kid’s got a D-1 fastball,” etc, etc. Or
my personal favorite, “With all that
D-1 talent, they should be nationally
ranked!” It’s like if you’re merely ‘D-
2’ or ‘D-3’ potential, or just a schol-
arly type of individual, you’re just a
steamy pile of horsepoop.

And, the cherry on the top of the
whipped cream, there’s the trips to
play other powerhouse teams in other
states, and not necessarily states you
can drive to tomorrow. St. Patrick of
Elizabeth, St. Benedict’s Prep of New-
ark and St. Anthony of Jersey City
have been doing it for years in basket-
ball. Now leading the way in football
is Don Bosco Prep of Ramsey. To me,
Bosco will always be the chocolate
syrup used to make chocolate milk,
and thus a sort of funny name for a
school. But to kids (and parents) in
Bergen, Passaic, Hudson, Essex and
who knows how many other NJ coun-
ties, plus Westchester, Rockland and
New York counties, and probably parts
of Connecticut, Bosco has become
the place to send their sons to become
athletic gods.

Three weeks ago Bosco went to
Ohio and played Cincinnati St. Xavier
(losing to a team that is currently 3-
3). Last Saturday the Boscovites
headed to California … yes, you read
that right, C-a-l-i-f-o-r-n-i-a … and
surprised fabled Concord De La Salle,
23-21, on a last-second field goal; the
game was nationally televised on
ESPNU.

Is this high school sports we’re talk-
ing about here? The nation’s economy
is totally in the crapper, people are
losing their jobs, businesses and banks
are folding, we’re sort of at war –
people in uniform (and not) are dying
in foreign countries, so we must be at

war – we’re billions, maybe trillions,
of dollars in debt, and high school
teams are traveling across the country
for football games?

It’s all too much.
The chasing of mythical national

titles, the worrying about how many
D-1 players so-and-so has, the kids
who live in one end of the state but go
to school (illegally, since it’s bla-
tantly for athletic advancement) at
the other end, the rankings of the best
sixth-grade power forwards and wide
receivers and goalies.

What’s next? High school Frisbee?
Trick-shot pool? Poker teams? With
national rankings and travel teams, of
course.

Arggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhh!
Pass me a valium, or two.

REALIGNMENT UPDATE
Here are the NJSIAA’s new

“tweaked” divisions of the Skyland/
Union Superconference … for foot-
ball only. This, and “tweaks” in other
leagues, will be voted on by the
NJSIAA membership on Monday. If
approved, it will be in operation next
fall. (Schools listed by enrollment):

A: Hunterdon Central,
Bridgewater-Raritan, Hillsborough,
Watchung Hills, Franklin,
Phillipsburg;

B: Elizabeth, Union, Linden,
Westfield, Plainfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood;

C: Montgomery, Ridge, North
Hunterdon, Warren Hills, Voorhees,
Immaculata;

D: Rahway, Summit, Cranford,
Governor Livingston, Hillside, A.L.
Johnson;

E: Somerville, Hackettstown, Dela-
ware Valley, North Plainfield, North
Warren;

F: Roselle, Roselle Park, New
Providence, Jonathan Dayton, David
Brearley;

G: Belvidere, Bernards, Bound
Brook, Manville, Pingry, South
Hunterdon.

In addition to its five B Division
opponents, look for WHS to add
Bridgewater, Watchung Hills and
possibly Ridge. A great ninth oppo-
nent would be Phillipsburg, a first-
time matchup of two of the state’s all-
time winningest football programs.
A two-year home-and-home would
be awesome.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
After putting up 46 points on Lin-

den last Saturday, WHS has scored
119 in its first three games. That total
ties the school record for points in the
opening three games. The 1973 team,
featuring backs Bob Davis, Jim Reid,
Glen Kehler and Tim Green (the fa-
ther of current SP-F standout Marcus),
also had 119 points on the way to a 7-
1-1 record. Other top three-game years
include: 1970 (112, finished 9-0),
1977 (102, 11-0), 1972 (99, 9-0),
1965 (97, 9-0).

The competition starts getting
tougher this Saturday, when Union
comes to town for a 2 p.m. kickoff.

The Farmers have won 27 times and
lost 19 in the 46-game series, which
started in 1930. But WHS won 16-0
last year at Union, and also swept the
junior varsity (19-14) and freshman
(33-6) games.

Union is currently 1-1, having lost
to Irvington and beaten Plainfield.

WHS is 3-0 for the first time since
2001.

SOCCER UPDATE
The WHS boys soccer team’s 1-0

loss to Kearny last week should be a
mere speed bump on the way to great
things in November. Consider this:
Rancocas Valley, arguably the best
Group 4 team in the state this fall, was
tied last week by tiny Bordentown,
which has three losses. So WHS los-
ing to Kearny is only as big a deal as
you want to make of it.

After Saturday’s 3-1, triumph over
St. Peter’s Prep in Jersey City and
Monday’s 4-0 win over Shabazz,
WHS is 6-1, and has allowed two
goals. And a sweet 1-0 win for the
WHS girls over Cranford, too!

TENNIS UPDATE
Congratulations to first-year coach

Frank Geiger and the WHS girls tennis
team, which captured the Union County
Tournament last Monday. The Devils
won four of their five head-to-head
matches with runner-up Kent Place to
win by a narrow 88-76 margin.

Tara Criscuolo, who lost a 6-4, 7-6
heartbreaker to top-seeded Allie
Tierney of Gov. Livingston in the first
singles semifinals, rebounded for a 6-
2, 6-1 third-place win over her Kent
opponent. Debbie won 6-1, 2-6, 6-3
over Kent’s top seed at No. 2 singles,
while WHS swept Kent in the doubles
finals, Sam Borr and Morgan Murphy
knocking off the top seeds 6-1, 6-4,
and Melissa Morawski and Amanda
Simmons rolling 6-3, 6-1. Only fresh-
man Marilyn Kowalski lost to her
Kent foe, and that was a 6-4, 7-5
thriller against the top seed in the No.
3 singles final.

IN PASSING
It was with deepest sorrow that The

Den learned of the death last Thurs-
day of Vic Liske, the longtime
Plainfield High School swim coach
and N.J. swimming official, at the age
of 98. Liske was also the father of
Pete Liske, a star quarterback at
Plainfield and Penn State, who had a
long career in the American, Cana-
dian and National football leagues.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Debbie
Wu. The sophomore second singles, a
winner at second doubles last year,
upset the top seed in three tough sets,
helping WHS capture its fourth straight
Union County Tournament title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Excellence is
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A UNIQUE WESTFIELD OPPORTUNITY~
EXPANDED RANCH ON MORE THAN 2.5 ACRES

THREE YEARS NEW AND LOTS OF SQUARE

FOOTAGE CLOSE TO WILSON SCHOOL
EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED CLASSIC CENTER

HALL COLONIAL IN THE GARDENS

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built 
expanded Ranch spares no attention to detail, exuding quality 
throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 acres.  
Redefining park-like property, this fine home is cleverly positioned 
on its oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown 
Westfield and top rated schools.  Displaying extraordinary 

craftsmanship, this home awaits its most discerning buyer.                   
               Offered for $1,550,000

Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial in the 
prestigious “Gardens” section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts 
5 Bedrooms and 3.5 new Baths, a formal Dining Room and Living 
Room with fireplace, first floor Office and Family Room, new 
gourmet eat-in Kitchen with top of the line appliances, Master 
Bedroom Suite with luxurious Bath and dressing room closet, 2nd

floor laundry, new patio, hardwood floors, central air  and more!                                                    

                                                                   Offered for $1,650,000 

Three year old Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space 
borders the sought after Wychwood section of Westfield.  This fine 
home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center 
island and desk, hardwood floors accented by walnut inlay, first floor 
Office and Family Room with fireplace, 5 Bedrooms on the second 
level, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace and oversized closet for 
him and her, a Juliet balcony, Second floor laundry and 3-car garage. 

     Offered for $1,499,000

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

Soccer Devils Blank
Cardinal Boys, 1-0

Senior Mike Irving drilled in an
unassisted goal in the second half to
give the 4-1 Westfield High School
boys soccer team a 1-0 victory over
host Plainfield on September 25.
Keeper Mike Lessner made one save
to notch his third shutout.

See HS Sports Photos
www.goleader.com

See More High School
Sports Shorts on Page 16


