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Fantini Inducted Into
Beta Gamma Sigma

WESTFIELD – Michael Fantini,
who graduated Westfield High School
in 2005, was recently inducted into
Beta Gamma Sigma at Stern School
of Business, New York University.

Only the top 7 percent of the junior
class is accepted into this honorary
business society. Michael has been
on the dean’s list for all three years
while attending NYU. He is the son
of Mauro and Bev Fantini.

SISTER ACT...Beginning now, The Thrift Shop, located at 1730 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains, will have have racks of Halloween costumes for all sizes
and ages on display. Shown above are sisters, Stephanie, 3, and Nicole, 7, Muenzen
of Fanwood. Stephanie’s lion outfit and Nicole’s cheerleader ensemble were both
found at The Thrift Shop. To learn more, call (908) 322 5420

Union Catholic Opens Its
Doors to New Improvements

WELCOME WAGON…Junior Big Brother/Big Sister members, from left to
right, Colleen Sweeney of Scotch Plains, Meggie Smith of Scotch Plains and
Gregory Gedman of Union wait to welcome the freshman class to their first day
of school at Union Catholic.

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
week of September 1, Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains opened
its doors for the 2008-2009 academic
year to more than 800 students.

The many new building enhance-
ments and academics programs com-
pleted over the summer greeted stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

Union Catholic announced the un-
veiling of its new State of the Art
Physics lab. The lab provides a mod-
ern space that allows for an improved
learning environment for students and
teachers.

It is equipped with spacious lab
tables to accommodate student laptops,
new storage space and flooring. The
room also features Smart Board tech-
nology, which enhances teacher and
student interaction. This lab is part of
the ongoing renovations of the science
wing, which began last year with the
renovation of the Chemistry lab.

Physical plant projects completed
over the summer also include the
refurbishment of a boys bathroom, a
girls bathroom and the addition of a
handicapped-accessible bathroom
near the gym entrance, as well as the
installation of new shades in all the
classrooms, new ceiling and lighting
in the cafeteria hallway, the renova-
tion of the balcony of the gymna-
sium, the addition of new equipment
to the weight room and the opening of
a new Campus Ministry Center.

With the success of the freshman
writing program so evident in Union
Catholic students’ SAT and ACT scores,
Union Catholic has implemented a simi-

lar program in mathematics.
Beginning this year, sophomore

students will participate in a program
called Math Essentials, through which
sophomores will receive two periods
per week of math skill instruction in
addition to their regularly scheduled
math classes.

The Math Essentials curriculum
will focus on developing, strengthen-
ing and maintaining crucial skills for
math success at all levels, including
computation, critical thinking, prob-
lem solving and math applications.

The course will be structured to
provide ongoing practice and real-
life skill application. By continuing
to strengthen basic algebraic skills
throughout their sophomore year, stu-
dents will be best prepared to handle
the higher-order thinking skills and
math applications that are necessary
for PSAT and SAT success.

For more information about Union
Catholic and the upcoming open
house for sixth, seventh and eighth
graders, contact Betsy Thornton, di-
rector of admissions, at (908) 889-
1600, extension 302.

Holy Trinity Hosts
Information Night

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will host its fifth
annual High School Information Night
on Thursday, October 9, from 7 until
8:30 p.m. at its Westfield campus.

Admission directors and student
representatives from area Catholic
high schools will be on hand to meet
prospective students and their fami-
lies. Delbarton, Mother Seton Re-
gional, Mount Saint Mary Academy,
Oak Knoll, Oratory Prep, Roselle
Catholic Regional, Seton Hall Prep,
St. Joseph (Metuchen), St. Peter’s
Prep and Union Catholic Regional
are among the schools attending the
High School Information Night.

Sister Maureen Fichner, principal
of Holy Trinity, said, “We are de-
lighted for the community to meet
with these fine schools. It gives so
many a chance to get an overview of
Catholic secondary schools.”

Registration is not required, and the
program is open to public, private,
home-schooled and parochial students
in grades 6 through 8 and their families.

For directions to the school, located
at 336 First Street in Westfield, visit
the htisnj.com or call (908) 233-0484.

Contest to Promote
Reeve House Project
WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-

torical Society is sponsoring a con-
test in which youth in grades 6 to 12
are asked to submit a T-shirt or bumper
sticker design to promote the society’s
restoration of the Reeve House.

The Reeve House History and Cul-
tural Center currently is under reno-
vation and will serve as a central
place for learning and research about
the town’s history. It also will be a
place for family and personal history
to be recorded and preserved for fu-
ture generations.

This new location will provide
greater public access to the society’s
unique and expansive collection of
Westfield history.

The contest is open to Westfield
students in grades 6 to 12. Artwork
should be in black and white and no
larger than 8 inches x 10 inches for
T-shirt designs and 3 inches x 11.5
inches for bumper stickers. They
may feature the Reeve House image
and include the slogan “Meet us at
the Reeve House – Meet us on the
porch.”

Cash prizes will be awarded to the
first-, second- and third-place win-
ners. The submission deadline is
Thursday, October 23.

Students may contact their art
teacher or school office or call Paula
Long at (908) 451-0231 for more
details.

Grant Supports Service-
Learning in Cranford

CRANFORD – Service-learning-
structured experiences that enhance
students’ academic achievement and
help them to develop workplace-
readiness skills, demonstrate citizen-
ship and give back to the community
is not a new concept to the Cranford
public school district.

All Cranford schools participate in
service-learning projects, and the
awarding in September of a $25,000
competitive grant
by Learn and Serve
America (LSA) —
its third grant in as
many years — will
continue to help
Cranford integrate
service-learning
into its curriculum.

The grant, pre-
pared by the
district’s manager
of grants and spe-
cial programs,
Stephen Izzo, in
collaboration with
other teachers, will
specifically sup-
port service efforts
at Cranford High
School, Brookside
Place School,
Livingston Avenue
School and Walnut Avenue School
from October 2008 to September
2009.

It follows $180,000 in service-
learning grants won by the district
from Learn and Serve America and
The Institute for Global Education
and Service Learning respectively,
since 2003.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), a fed-

eral organization that promotes ser-
vice-learning activities through pro-
grams like Learn and Serve America,
AmeriCorps and the Senior Volun-
teer Corps, provides funds for the
grant.

Its goals are manifold and include
providing service-learning opportu-
nities for K-12 students, educating
teachers and administrators and en-
couraging young people to pursue

further service-
learning education
and training.

Through the
grant, the four
schools will partici-
pate in National
Make a Difference
Day, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day
of Service and Na-
tional Service
Week/Youth Ser-
vice Day, in addi-
tion to the follow-
ing service-learn-
ing programs:

Cranford High
School (CHS) —
Holiday-Fest IV,
program coordina-
tor: John Arlotta.

In December,
hundreds of students from the
Lafayette Street Elementary School
in Newark, an urban school serving
almost 800 underserved children, will
be invited to Cranford High School
(CHS) for another day of interactive
activities, performances and relation-
ship-building – all developed and run
by CHS’ students and faculty.

In May, Lafayette Street School
will host a group of Cranford’s ninth
to twelfth graders for a similar day of
food, fun and learning.

In Livingston Avenue School’s
Bringing Nature Indoors, a program
coordinated by Lisa Andretta, students
will take a nature walk, identify some-
thing beautiful in nature and digitally
photograph it. They will craft a poem
capturing the essence of the picture,
fashion the poetry and photograph into
a keepsake and present it to a resident
of a local Cranford nursing home.

In the process, they will bring na-
ture ‘indoors’ for those who do not
often get outside.

In Walnut Avenue School’s  Out-
door Classroom/Gardens, a program
coordinated by Donna Kull, teachers,
students, members of the Walnut Av-
enue School PTA and community
partners will continue to maintain an
Outdoor Classroom comprising seven
gardens and a bird habitat to educate
students across academic disciplines
and foment community cooperation
and collaboration.

Brookside Place School’s Stamp Out
Hunger, a program coordinated by Ruth
King, will have Brookside Place School
students collect, sort and box food to
provide to Cranford Family Care for
use by Cranford residents in need.

In addition, students will create
gift certificates, cards, letters, meals,
placemats, eating utensils and other
handcrafted gifts and distribute them
to the needy.

For questions about the grant and
other programs improving education
in Cranford’s public schools, contact
Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207 or
izzo@cranfordschools.org.

SERVICE WITH A
SMILE…Stephen Izzo, manager of
grants and special programs in the
Cranford public school district, and
Linda Rivera, program manager for
New Jersey Learn and Serve America
(LSA), commemorate the LSA’s re-
cent commitment to providing its third
grant in as many years, which will
continue to help Cranford integrate
service-learning into its curriculum.

UCC to Host Job Fair
On Tuesday, October 21

CRANFORD – On Tuesday, Octo-
ber 21, Union County College’s Divi-
sion of Counseling Services will host
a job fair on its Cranford campus,
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

The job fair will be held in the
Victor M. Richel Student Commons
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event is
open to all those currently seeking
employment, including students and
members of the public. Anyone plan-
ning on attending should come
dressed in the proper business attire
and with a résumé that is complete
and ready to hand out.

In addition, tables are still avail-
able to area business owners who
may be interested in attending the job
fair to recruit new employees. For
more information, contact May
Kortbaoui at (908) 709-7188 or e-
mail her at kortbaoui@ucc.edu.

UCC Foundation Gala
Funds Benefit Endowment

CRANFORD – The annual Union
County College Foundation Gala,
“Celebrating the 75th Diamond An-
niversary of Union County College!”
is set for Saturday, October 25, at 6
p.m.

The event will feature a cocktail
reception in the Victor M. Richel Stu-
dent Commons on the College’s
Cranford Campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue, followed by a
live auction hosted by guest auction-
eer Nicolas Dawes, and a gourmet
dinner, and music provided by Carrie
Jackson & Her Jazzin’ All Star Quin-
tet.

The evening will continue with a
“Diamond Hunt” and a “Casino
Night” in which professional dealers
will challenge guests to wager at
poker, blackjack, craps, roulette and
the Big Wheel for a wide range of
valuable prizes.

The gala, the foundation’s largest
fundraising event, will honor corpo-
rate partners Commerce Bank and
Merck. Honorary co-chairs of the

Gala Committee are Tressa Brown of
Union County College and Jeffrey
Katz of PSE&G.

Opportunities to participate as a
donor include reservations and spon-
sorships to attend this black-tie-pre-
ferred event, advertising in the Ad
Journal or donations of raffle prizes.

Attendees are encouraged to con-
sider reserving tables for 10. In addi-
tion, 50/50 gala cash raffle tickets are
currently being sold.

Only 300 tickets will be offered at
$100 each, awarding up to $15,000 in
cash prizes if all tickets are sold.
Attendance at the event is not re-
quired to be a cash raffle winner.

All funds raised from this event
will benefit the foundation’s endow-
ment, which provides scholarships
and innovative programs to deserv-
ing UCC students. These scholarships
will allow the students to continue
their dreams of a higher education
and job-specific training.

To make reservations, secure spon-
sorships, place an advertisement or
purchase raffle tickets, contact Pat
Blair at (908) 709-7505 or
blair@ucc.edu.

For more, visit uccfoundation.org
or mail Union County College Foun-
dation, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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TRIPLE PLAY…It was “triple” the fun for Franklin principal Eileen Cambria,
who escorted the Kurtz triplets during the annual Walk to School Day, sponsored
by the PTO B.R.A.K.E.S. committee. Second grader Ricky Kurtz won a school-
wide lottery to walk with the principal, while third grader Lucas Toglia won a
walk with a local firefighter. Walkers wore red and signed a “We Walked” banner
upon arrival. The event was held earlier this year to support the town’s Walking
School Bus program, designed to encourage exercise and reduce traffic near
schools. Pictured, from left to right, with the principal are: Madison Kurtz, Alex
Spiezio, Jackie Kurtz, Ricky Kurtz and Matthew Bartok.

Ramos-Aguila Finishes
Army Combat Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Na-
tional Guard Pfc. Mirta M. Ramos-
Aguila has graduated from basic com-
bat training at Fort Jackson in Co-
lumbia, S.C.

During the nine weeks of training,
the soldier studied the Army mission,
history, tradition and core values,
physical fitness, and received instruc-
tion and practice in basic combat
skills, military weapons, chemical
warfare and bayonet training, drill
and ceremony, marching, rifle marks-
manship, armed and unarmed com-
bat, map reading, field tactics, mili-
tary courtesy, military justice system,
basic first aid, foot marches, and field
training exercises.

Pfc. Ramos-Aguila is the daughter
of Mirta Aguila of Hialeah, Fla., and
Jorge Ramos of Scotch Plains.

WF’s Cass Graduates
Bloomsburg University

WESTFIELD – Bloomsburg Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania has recently
released its list of August 2008 gradu-
ates, and a Westfield resident is among
the group of grads.

Katharine Cass received her Mas-
ter of Science degree for education:
deaf/hard hearing.

Union Catholic HS
Class of ’83 Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

Catholic High School Class of 1983
will hold its 25th reunion celebration
from 7:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, November 29 at The Westwood
in Garwood.

Alumni and guests are asked to
make their reservations for the re-
union prior to October 24. For re-
union information and reservations,
contact Kathy Donohue Rennie at
(908) 851-0804 or
kathleen@themcgrawgroup.com, or
Tricia Wiser at (908) 322-7747.

Two WF Seniors
Recognized at Pingry
WESTFIELD — Caroline

Albanese and Connor Sheehan, both
residents of Westfield, are among 35
Pingry School seniors recognized for
exceptional academic promise as
Commended Students in the 2009
National Merit Scholarship Program.
They placed among the top 5 percent
of more than 1.5 million students
who entered the 2009 competition by
taking the 2007 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

SP Students Named In
Scholarship Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – More than
1,600 black American high school
seniors were designated semifinal-
ists in the 45th annual Achievement
Scholarship competition last month
by the National Achievement Schol-
arship Program, with three Scotch
Plains’ students named.

Union Catholic Regional High
School student Adam Freeman and
Union County Academy for Allied
Health and Science students Jasmine
Alves and Jordan Best were named.

These scholastically talented students
now have an opportunity to continue in
the competition for approximately 800
scholarships worth more than $2.6 mil-
lion to be awarded next spring.

The program recognizes academi-
cally promising black students in the
U.S. and  provides scholarships to the
most outstanding program participants.
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Already decided on Riverbend

for next summer?

FAMILY CAMP DAY 

Saturday October 4 th

Enroll for 2009 by October 4 and

enjoy a day at camp for parents and kids

• high ropes • games

• canoeing • sports

• ceramics • gaga

• arts& crafts • BBQ lunch

Still choosing a camp fornext summer? 
OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIESSaturday October 25th 11am to 2pm

Meet our family, play with our counselors and
sample lots of fun Camp Riverbend activities,games, crafts and BBQ lunch

OR

1-888-THE CAMP www.campriverbend.com

RSVP Required

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


