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James Bungerz, 48, Was Family Man;
Active With Church and Ice Hockey

James Sterling Bungerz, 48, of
Westfield died peacefully in his home
on Wednesday, September 24, after a
valiant struggle with ALS.

He was born on January 23, 1960 in
Allentown, Pa. to Mary Ann and the
late Karl Bungerz, Jr. While attend-
ing high school, he earned his Eagle
Scout Award. Jim received his under-
graduate degree from Muhlenberg
College and completed his Master of
Business Administration degree at
Fordham University. He and his fam-
ily moved to Westfield in 1994.

Jim’s wide-ranging career in finan-
cial services led him most recently to
his position of vice president at Inde-
pendent Fiduciary Services in New-
ark. Additionally, Jim was the creator
and founder of ID PILOT Corpora-
tion, a firm that owns the trademark
and patent rights to a labeling identifi-
cation system for organizing electronic
equipment for both home and office.

He was an Elder of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield and actively
served on the Investment Committee,
the Congregational Nominating Com-
mittee and in many other capacities.

Jim was passionate about ice
hockey and involved himself in all
facets – as a player, a coach and as the

biggest fan of all three of his kids who
played the sport. Above all else, Jim
was a dedicated family man who cher-
ished and was cherished by his wife,
Deb, and his children, Morgan, Danny
and Jessica. He was loved by many
and his strong, kind presence will be
missed by all.

In addition to his immediate fam-
ily, he is survived by his mother and
two brothers, Robert, of Allentown,
Pa., and Karl, of Philadelphia, Pa.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, September 28, in the sanctuary
of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
and was followed by a reception.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. A memorial message
can be written to the family by visit-
ing www.grayfuneralhomes.com.

The Bungerz Family Foundation has
been established to help defray family
medical and education expenses. In
lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made to this fund, 201 Dickson Drive,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Alternatively,
memorial donations may be made to
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
Endowment Fund, 140 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Bryan G. Bollinger, 47
Bryan G. Bollinger, 47, formerly

of Westfield, died on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, at the Heartland Hospice
House in Wilmington, Del. after a
short illness.

Born in South Jersey, Bryan lived in
Neptune until moving to Westfield in
1967. After graduating from Westfield
High School in 1979, he enlisted in the
United States Air Force, where he
served with distinction until retiring in
2006. While in the Air Force, Bryan
rose to the rank of master sergeant and
served as a flight engineer on the C-5B
Galaxy, the largest jet aircraft in the
Air Force inventory.

Bryan was stationed at various mili-
tary bases in both the United States
and Europe. It was while stationed in
England that Bryan met and married
his wife, Stephanie, in 1982. Bryan’s
last posting was at Dover Air Force
Base in Dover, Del.

Bryan enjoyed boating and riding
his Harley Davidson motorcycle with
his good friends. His kindness and
gentle nature will be missed by all
who knew him.

Bryan is survived by his wife,
Stephanie; his mother, Mildred
Bollinger; his brothers, Charles
Burdge and Thomas Burdge, and his
sister, Jill Ann Whritenour.

His father, Wilbur Bollinger, pre-
deceased him.

Services were held at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Smyrna, Del.
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A Frustrated Wife Writes: My hus-
band is two-faced. When we are with
friends (they are usually mine), he smiles
and appears agreeable. When they leave,
he says that you can’t trust anyone. He
comes from a family that was poor and
complained that everyone was taking
advantage of everyone else.

I need peace and quiet, and after 20
years of marriage, I have had enough.
Recently, I told him I had had enough,
and that I was going to visit my sister,
hoping he would change his nasty
ways. When I came home, he greeted
me with a card that said, “What good
are friends – if you can’t use them?”
What now? Nothing has changed.

Answer: Not only has nothing
changed, but he seems to be mocking
you ever more. There is a marital
issue here. If this cannot be resolved
between the two of you, start talking
about seeing a marriage counselor.
There is no need for you to be uncom-
fortable with him, with or without
friends. If you don’t, I would doubt
that the two of you will enjoy a 21st,
22nd, etc. years of marriage.

A “Faithful” Reader Writes: Ten
years ago, in your column, a reader
wrote and asked about a column, that
was written 20 years ago, which asked
the question, “Why do you continue
to write your column for so long?”
Ten years ago, someone wrote and
asked that the question be published
again. I’ve kept a copy of that column
for 10 years on my refrigerator. It’s
gone, “thanks” to my cleaning lady.

Since I continue to read “Hung Up,”
and since you’re into your 40th year of
writing “Hung Up,” could you again
print a copy of that particular question?
It brings back a lot of good memories.

Answer: Thank you so much. The
second time this was printed was on 5/
01/97. So here it is again. Please note
it is 10 years later, and observe point 5
where the word “typing” is used. I
again thank Horace Corbin, publisher,
for making all this possible. Enjoy!

An Astute Reader Writes: Con-
gratulations on your 30th anniver-
sary of writing the column. I’ve been
in town over 35 years and am a loyal
reader. About 10 years ago, someone
wrote to you and asked you why you

continue to write your column for so
long. Do you have a copy of that
question and answer? I’d like to share
it with my daughter.

Answer: I do and here it is. Thanks
for remembering:

A la David Letterman, here are my
top 10 reasons for writing and writing
and writing the column.

Serious:
10. The column reaches a great

many people who have legitimate
questions which need to be answered.

9. Some individuals can identify
with the questions and answers and
hopefully benefit from them.

8. Some individuals, as a result of a
specific topic, call and refer themselves
to the agency or some other resource.

7. I am a frustrated writer who
enjoys reaching out to the public.

6. I believe that good common sense,
often, can help one deal more com-
fortably and directly with a problem.

Comical (?):
5. It’s a great way to check my

secretary’s typing as she prepares the
column.

4. My secretary says it’s a great way
to check my handwriting, punctua-
tion, sense of humor and state of mind.

3. Can you think of a better way to
spend a weekend, late night or holi-
day than responding to questions? (I
can).

2. Keeps me current; keeps me alert;
keeps me awake.

1. And no, it does not permit me to
keep my nose in everyone’s business
indefinitely; well, maybe a little.

An Appreciative Reader Writes:
Thanks to your column, I’ve begun
seeing a therapist. I have learned to stop
complaining and blaming others for
my problems of passivity and holding
feelings in (which contributed to my
depression). I feel hopeful now. As you
have said, a person feels better when
he/she feels he/she is in the emotional
driver’s seat and is in control of his/her
life. Thank you, thank you!

Answer: Good luck. I am optimis-
tic and hopeful that you will resolve
your issues. I came across another
wonderful expression that emphasizes
the need to be in charge of one’s life.
Here it is: “If it is to be, it is up to me!”

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Wife Frustrated By Spouse’s
Negativity Toward Friends

Edward C. Ewen, 88, YMCA Executive;
Devoted to Family, Church, Community

Edward C. Ewen

Edward Coryell Ewen, 88, of
Hanover, Pa., formerly of York, Pa.
and Williamsburg, Va., passed
peacefully on Tuesday, September
23, at Homewood at Plum Creek.
He was the loving hus-
band of 61 years to
Elizabeth Kerr Ewen,
who passed away on
February 29, 2008.

He was born Decem-
ber 17, 1919 in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., the son of the
late Albert Edward and
Edith May (Smith) Ewen.

Mr. Ewen proudly
served his country dur-
ing World War II as a
B17 pilot, flying 35 mis-
sions and attaining the
rank of first lieutenant. He gradu-
ated from Springfield College of
Springfield, Mass. and obtained a
master’s degree from Columbia Uni-
versity in New York City.

He served the YMCA from 1941,
taking on roles as physical director
and executive director and directing
many successful YMCA fund-rais-
ing campaigns with campaign asso-
ciates in the United States and Canada.
Mr. Ewen served YMCAs in Leba-
non, Pa., Westfield, N.J. (1945-1950
physical director and 1958-1970 ex-
ecutive director), Orange, N.J.,
Haverhill, Mass. and York, Pa. (1970-
1975). He retired from the YMCA in
1985 after 44 years of service.

While living in Williamsburg, Va.,
he helped to establish the Williamsburg

YMCA and was a very active member
of the Williamsburg United Methodist
Church, where he was past president
of the Methodist Men’s group and
taught Sunday school. He also was

active with the
Williamsburg Salvation
Army and was past presi-
dent of the Eighth Air
Force Historical Society
Va. Chapter.

Mr. Ewen was a former
member of the First Pres-
byterian Church of York,
Pa. and was an Elder of
the Presbyterian Church,
USA. After moving to
Hanover, he became a
member of the First United
Methodist Church.

Always willing to help others, he
and his wife went on mission trips
with their church, delivered Meals
on Wheels and were active in other
community services. In his spare
time, he enjoyed boating, camping,
sailing, traveling and especially
spending time with his family.

He is survived by his daughter,
Barbara Elizabeth Jacoby and her
husband, Michael, of Seven Valleys,
Pa.; his son, the Reverend James
Albert Ewen and his wife, Ellen, of
Sunderland, Mass.; his sister, Alberta
May Vosburgh of Bridgewater, and
his grandchildren, Michael Coryell
Jacoby and his wife, Jennifer, of
Dallastown, Pa., Jennifer Elizabeth
Smitka and her husband, Joseph, of
Chambersburg, Pa. and Christopher
Wells Ewen of Alexandria Bay, N.Y.

His brother-in-law, Leonard W.
Vosburgh, predeceased him.

A memorial service celebrating the
life of Mr. Ewen will be held on Fri-
day, October 3, at 10:30 a.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church, 225 East
Market Street in York, Pa., with the
Reverend Dr. John E. Morgan officiat-
ing. The family will receive friends to
share memories following the service.

Contributions in Mr. Ewen’s
memory may be made to the
Westfield Area YMCA, Attention:
Development Department, 220 Clark
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

To share memories of Mr. Ewen,
please visit
www.wetzelfuneralhome.com.
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St. John’s to Celebrate
Pastor’s Anniversary
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will celebrate
42 years of spiritual guidance under
the leadership of the Reverend Kelmo
Porter on Sunday, October 5, at 4 p.m.

The pastor’s brother, the Reverend
Nathaniel Porter from the Memorial
Church of God in Christ in Haverford,
Pa., will be the guest speaker. The
Reverend Donald Hilliard from the
Cathedral in Perth Amboy will be the
special guest and will be joined by
members of his congregation. The pub-
lic is invited.  For more details, call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

Nancy R. Kohlenberger, 77, Was Active
In Presbyterian Church and Girl Scouts
Nancy R. Kohlenberger, 77, of

Scotch Plains died on Friday, Sep-
tember 26, at the JFK Medical Center
in Edison.

Born and raised in Westfield, she
moved to Scotch Plains 52 years ago.

Mrs. Kohlenberger attended Averett
College in Virginia and had worked
in the knitting and yarn department at
Fabricland in North Plainfield before
retiring in 1998.

She was a member of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, where she was
formerly active as a Sunday school
teacher, a member of the Bell Choir
and worked in the church thrift shop.
She also was a former Girl Scout and
Girl Scout leader and had received
her 25-year pin.

Surviving are her husband of 58
years, Henry Kohlenberger, and her
children, Jane C. Kohlenberger, Lynn
Mittelstaedt, Randel Kohlenberger,
Nancy Kohlenberger, Diana Shoback

Barbara Sanders, 87
Barbara Sanders passed away in

peace on Sunday, September 28, in
Portland, Ore. with her son, Peter, and
daughter-in-law, Gisele, at her side.

Born in Virginia on September 6,
1921, she was raised in Philadelphia.
She lived in New Jersey near her
daughter, Susan Diggory of Westfield,
for more than 30 years before moving
to Portland in 2005.

During her 87 years, she had a
passion for church work, especially
with children, running an after school
Bible club for over 30 years.

Her husband, Thomas Sanders, pre-
deceased her.

She is lovingly survived by her two
children, two granddaughters, Kate
Dening and Margaret Diggory, one
step-grandson, Nathan Michel, and
one great-grandson, Benjamin Dening.

A memorial service will be sched-
uled in the coming weeks. In lieu of
flowers, please send a donation to
Child Evangelism Fellowship, P.O.
Box 348, Warrenton, Mo. 63383-
0348; BGEA, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C. 28201, or The
Willamette View Foundation, 12705
SE River Road, Portland, Ore. 97222.
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Trailside to Feature
Wreath-Making Event
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and Trailside Nature and Science
Center will offer a craft workshop
on making a wreath with natural
materials, for adults 18 and older, on
Tuesday, October 7, from 7 to 9 p.m.

Trailside park naturalist Ruth
Yablonsky will teach attendees how
to identify, prepare and use dried
autumn plants. She will demonstrate
how to weave grasses, stems, flow-
ers and seeds into a decorative piece.

Participants are encouraged to
bring a hot glue gun if they have one.
Pre-registration is required, as space
is limited. Trailside is located at 452
New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

The fee is $15 per person for resi-
dents of Union County and $20 per
person for out-of-county partici-
pants, and includes all materials.

For space availability, individuals
are asked to call the Trailside Nature
and Science Center at (908) 789-
3670. Participants are encouraged to
arrive 15 minutes prior to the event.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

A.P.H.

and Sue Kelly. Also surviving are her
grandchildren, Captain Brent
Mittelstaedt, DO, USAF, Amy
Mittelstaedt, Brendan Kelly, Danielle
Shoback and Kimberly Shoback.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, September 30, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. Interment was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the Memo-
rial Fund of the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church, 74 Martine Avenue
South, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Walter E. Kutsop, Sr., 93, TWA Retiree;
Enjoyed Life, Traveling and Dancing

Walter E. Kutsop, Sr., 93, of
Mountainside and Phoenix, Ariz.
passed away peacefully on Monday,
September 29, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit, surrounded by his loving
family.

Born and raised in Irvington, he
lived in Mountainside since 1952.

Mr. Kutsop had been an airframe
and power plant technician for Trans
World Airlines in Newark for 32 years,
retiring in 1977.

He was a member of the
Mountainside Elks and the TWA Se-
niors Club. Mr. Kutsop traveled ex-
tensively, visiting all seven continents,
and he had a passion for life and a
love of dancing.

He was the beloved husband of the
late Jule M. Kutsop (2002) and the
devoted father of Walter “Skip”
Kutsop, Jr. and his wife, Cindi, of
Mountainside and Joyce Ann
Kennedy and her husband, Alan, also
of Mountainside. He was the loving
brother of Joseph Kutsop and Helen
Myer and the late Frank and
Josephine.

Mr. Kutsop also will be deeply
missed by his nine grandchildren,
Sharon Tanquary and her husband,
Dave, of Arizona, Julia Federico and
her husband, Chris, of Arizona, Alan
Kennedy, Jr., Alison Kennedy,
Courtney Grillot, Ashleigh Grillot,
Brittany Grillot, Nic Kutsop and
Kaelli Kutsop, and eight great-grand-
children, Joseph, Maxi, Tommy, Sami,
Anthony, Dani, Drew and Logan.

He will be fondly remembered by
his many friends and relatives.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be

offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
October 2, at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church of
Mountainside. Visitation will be at
8:30 a.m. today at the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Entombment will take
place at Hollywood Memorial Park
in Union.
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Library to Feature Display,
Program on ‘Banned’ Books
GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-

lic Library will celebrate “Freedom to
Read” with a month-long display dur-
ing October of books that have been
challenged by individuals and groups
who feel the books do not conform to
their specific beliefs and values.

Some books are “banned” because
of perceived vulgar language, offen-
sive passages or sexual content. Yet
many  have been honored with awards
as outstanding literature and are in-
cluded on school reading lists.

Among them are “The Great Gatsby,”
by F. Scott Fitzgerald; “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird,” by Harper Lee; “Diary of a
Young Girl,” by Anne Frank; “Gone

With the Wind,” by Margaret Mitchell;
“Of Mice and Men,” by John Steinbeck
and “Little House on the Prairie,” by
Laura Ingalls Wilder.

In addition to the book display, the
Garwood Public Library will hold a
reading event on Thursday, October 9,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Participants are
invited to volunteer to read a passage or
two from one of these challenged books.
Light refreshments will be served.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue. Those wishing to
volunteer to read are asked to call the
library at (908) 789-1670. Others may
just browse the books in the display.


