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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

• Learn from Nationally Acclaimed, Award Winning,
Published Designer.

• Discover 10 innovative products to make your kitchen
more functional.

• Find out what woods, finishes and colors are hot, and
what’s not.

• Learn where your investment dollars are maximized.

FREE KITCHEN SEMINAR

Where: The Hilton at Short HIlls
When: Tuesday, October 7th

Time: 7 pm

Space is limited to first 25 callers.
Reserve your seat by calling (973) 376-8878

Abbey’s Kitchens, Baths, & Interiors, Inc.
www.abbeys.com
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SP Council Candidate, Theresa Mullen,
Speaks Up for Sports and Fields

Why Didn’t Writer Thank Taxpayers
For Providing New Ball Fields in SP?Letters to the Editor
In your September 18, 2008 issue of

the paper you printed a letter by a Rich
Duthie thanking Scotch Plains officials
for the new ball fields. Why did Mr.
Duthie not thank the taxpayers? We are
the ones that will foot the bill for the
interest on the bonds; we will be the ones
that pay for the upkeep and the utilities.
Mr. Duthie complained about Council-
man Glover abstaining in the voting. I
am also embarrassed by his vote. If he
felt it was not a warranted expense at this
point in time with the funding available,
he should have voted “no,” and I have
told him that to his face.

Most of us don’t use the fields, but we
do pay taxes. We are all confronted with
significant job losses, the collapsing of
Wall Street, out of control increases due
to public pensions, increased money needs
for the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity, increases in county taxes, a state fi-
nancial crisis and foreclosures on homes.

In fact, the first page of this newspa-
per issue mentioned that the township
contribution to the state pension fund
will increase nearly 15 percent in 2009,
which is nearly double the statewide
average. This expenditure on the fields
was paramount to buying the wide screen
TV on credit when you know that you are
going to lose your income or have mas-
sive expenditures that could possibly be
beyond your ability to pay.

Is this the financial responsibility we
want to teach the future Wall Street ex-
ecutives? Do we want to repeat the mis-
takes of these present executives that
have become rich on other people’s
money and must now be bailed out by the
taxpayers?

I hope you enjoy your fields that I and
others provided the funding for, but if we
must pitch a tent on the new artificial
turf, if and when we can no longer have
the money to pay our property taxes,
please give us some warning such to get
out of the way.

I assume that your job(s) are secure; my
family already has lost one and wonders
when we will lose the next one. I’d move,
but who wants to buy my house? In the
past, some residents mentioned that the
ball fields and the services our high taxes
provide protect the value of our homes.
The fact is now with world-class fields and
high taxes, the price of our homes is de-
creasing, some by over $100,000.

Perhaps in order to be fair we could
raise another bond to provide something
that those that use the fields would not be
eligible to take advantage of. How about
using this money for a dinner at the Stage
House? We are paying for your enter-
tainment as a coach, why can you not pay
for our dinner out for us? However, to do
this would be equally ill timed.

You are welcome for your new fields,
even if you did not express any gratitude

for those that will pay for it. One would
have thought the logical thing to do was
to wait until we had financial stability,
but this was overshadowed by the belief
of entitlement. This town existed for
over 300 years; what was the urgency
considering the aforementioned finan-
cial responsibilities?

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

As a candidate for township council, I
was very disturbed to read the blatant
mischaracterizations and misrepresenta-
tions contained in the September 18, 2008
letter to the editor by Rich Duthie, former
2006 Republican Township Council can-
didate, as they pertained to my running-
mate Kevin Glover’s position regarding
recreation.

As a township resident, I was even
more disturbed, because the residents
deserve better — they deserve the truth
and not some negative “scare tactics,”
which have been used in recent years by
the local Republicans during municipal
elections.

The latest local Republican mantra
basically accuses my running-mate of
being against our youth and against sports
and recreation. Since these are blatant,
false assertions and could not be further
from the truth, I decided to speak out and
provide the members of our community
with the facts about our position on recre-
ation.

It has long been said that “actions speak
louder than words.” Those of you that
know me, know just how much I love
sports and just how much I believe sports
can play an important role in shaping our
youth. I myself have participated in orga-
nized sports for over 35 years. My active
participation in sports, especially basket-
ball and softball, still continues today, as
I actively coach and play softball, co-
chair the Union County Bar Association
golf outing, bowl in a league and volun-
teer my time to coach my son in basket-
ball. I will also volunteer to coach my
daughters when they are old enough.

Sports are an important part of my life.
They have allowed me to work with and
meet some truly amazing people. Playing

sports has taught me discipline, leader-
ship and sportsmanship — all important
qualities that I would like to instill in my
own children.

My three children, Brian, 6, Sydney, 4,
and Kaitlyn, 2, are actively involved in
various sports including swimming, rock-
climbing, fencing, tee-ball, basketball and
soccer. Both Brian and Sydney play in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Associa-
tion. This spring, Brian will again play tee-
ball in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association. As a proud member
of the Scotch Plains Memorial Day Com-
mittee for the past two years, along with
many other dedicated marchers, I had the
opportunity to watch Brian march with his
baseball team in the parade.

The idea that I would run for office
with someone who is against the recre-
ation community is absolutely ridiculous,
given my background and my love of
sports. In fact, one of the first memories I
have of meeting Kevin Glover is at his
house two years ago, where the Little
League pictures of his two young sons,
now college graduates, are prominently
displayed on the fireplace mantle. Let
there be no doubt, both Kevin Glover and
I wholeheartedly support recreation and
will continue to do so if we are elected.

Fred Rossi, a reporter for The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, recently in the
September 11, 2008 edition, unlike Mr.
Duthie, accurately reported Mr. Glover’s
position on the new southside turf field,
stating, “…Councilman Kevin Glover
disagreed with how the project was to be
funded. Mr. Glover had urged that the
bond’s down payment be significantly
increased, using four times as much money
from the township’s open space trust fund,
so that the new field is less of a tax burden
for residents.” A reading of this statement
certainly does not lead one to the conclu-
sion that Mr. Glover was against the turf
field or is against recreation, no matter
how the Republicans would like to nega-
tively spin it.

Ms. Malool, in the July 3, 2008 edition
of the Record Press, reiterated that she
“vowed to run a positive campaign,” a
statement she initially made when she
announced her candidacy for mayor. It is
not enough for her to stay out of dishing
the dirt, she and her running-mate, Mary
DePaola, must put a stop to it.

The best way to run a positive and
truthful campaign is to not be negative
and to tell the truth.

Theresa Mullen
Democratic Candidate for

Scotch Plains Township Council

Great work through tiny openings.

Expert minimally invasive surgery at OverlookHospital.
An incredibly small incision.  That’s all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries, remove 

gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss.  We’re 

the first primary angioplasty site in the state.  And one of the first hospitals in the state 

to treat stroke patients using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci® Retriever.  By

employing these procedures, we can help our patients experience less pain and faster

recoveries, with many going home the same day.  We start out small.  So you get big results.

For a referral to a surgeon using minimally invasive techniques call 866-412-1860. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

With His Party Share Slipping,
Freeholder Sullivan Should Worry

I found Freeholder Dan Sullivan’s let-
ter of 9/25 very altruistic, initially. He
would continue the present at-large sys-
tem of winner-take-all.

In the 2007 Freeholder election, the
Democratic slate, that he was part of, only
won by a plurality of 49 percent instead of
a majority. This was despite having a 2 to
1 registration advantage. The previous
three-way election in 2003 had the Dems
win by 52.4 percent. These are opposite
the two-way elections that the Dems are
closer to 60 percent.

Even his home Legislative District
(20th) with a 4 to 1 ratio, when contested
has slipped from 81 percent in 2001 to 59
percent in 2007.

Why I said “initially” above is that he
failed to mention that the present board
has only members from 7 of the 21 towns
in the county -  (Elizabeth (2), Linden,
Union, Rahway (2), Plainfield, Fanwood
and Cranford, and none from the “Ridge”

area. And besides a non-partisan election
town, Roselle and Linden have non-orga-
nization mayors. Also, in the Primary,
seven towns did not file Democratic can-
didates (to be fair, there will be ones on
the ballot in some due to write-ins and
later selections).

Instead of worrying about the GOP
allegedly abandoning Elizabeth, Linden
and Plainfield (Chairpersons Rosales,
Palermo and Spector would disagree), he
should look at districting the Freeholder
elections for his own preservation. His
party share has been slipping over the
decade. Although Federal and statewide
elections may keep the Democratic faith-
ful, there is a pattern of this faith being
lost on the county level. And, why does he
see the representation limited to the major
parties? Districting could give us non-
organization freeholders.

Roger Stryeski
Chair Roselle Republican Committee

Let the Students Do
SP Sports Broadcast
Over the years, I have enjoyed watch-

ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
sporting events on Channel 34, SPTV. I
can honestly say that the quality of the
broadcasts has increased significantly over
the past 2-3 years. One of my favorite
aspects of watching the games is hearing
the youthful (and sometimes over-the-
top) exuberance of the students who broad-
cast the games.

I will never forget just how excited
and thrilled Rob Dawson was at the end
of SPF’s epic and stirring comeback
against Westfield a few years back. True,
they are not professionals, but the enthu-
siasm and energy of the students adds a
great deal to the overall enjoyment of the
broadcast.

To that end, I was somewhat discour-
aged to tune into the season opener against
Irvington and hear that one of the student
broadcast spots has now been assumed by
Mayor Marks. I then learned that Mayor
Marks intends to do play-by-play for each
and every Raider football game. To me,
this is plain wrong. The educational expe-
rience that broadcasting games provides
to the students of the school is being taken
away by Mayor Marks.

This isn’t a professional broadcast; it is
a cable access production. Its purpose is
just as much to show the games as it is to
serve as a learning tool for the students.
During the recent boys’ soccer match
against Westfield, I heard two students
doing the game, one functioning as the
play-by-play announcer and one provid-
ing commentary. I am sure students could
be found to assume the play-by-play role
for football.

I am uncertain if Mayor Marks is using
broadcasting the games as a way to keep
his name out there since he will soon be
out of office. I choose to be of the opinion
that he is doing the games because he
loves sports and enjoys being behind the
microphone. However, I am positive
you’d find plenty of aspiring broadcast
journalism students within the walls of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School who
share the same feelings.

Ross Blacker
Scotch Plains

Glover for Mayor Campaign Release

Scotch Plains’ ‘Bridge to Nowhere’
Like many families within our commu-

nity and throughout our nation, our town-
ship is facing difficult economic times.
Although I believe that we will navigate
our way through the national economic
crisis successfully, it will take time.

Clearly, the excesses of a few that have
caused the national financial crisis,
coupled with a lack of oversight from
both corporate executives and elected
officials, will become a financial burden
for most of us that have lived within our
means. It is said, “All politics is local.”
Our township represents a microcosm of
the national situation with respect to is-
sues of fiscal responsibility.

For the past 10 years, our local munici-
pal government reflects Washington’s
lack of leadership and has subscribed to
its tax and spend, borrow now, pay later
attitude. This behavior has resulted in
higher local municipal taxes and created
a mountain of debt that will add signifi-

cantly to our township’s ongoing operat-
ing costs in the years to come.

Like nationally, locally we cannot af-
ford four more years of poor leadership
and mismanagement, spending your tax
dollars on pet projects like the $500,000
mini-golf course, touted at election time
as a revenue generating project, yet has
failed to meet its financial objective and
which all of us will be burdened with
paying off for years to come.

Some of you have told me that it’s “our
bridge to nowhere.” We can no longer
afford to ignore our valued township as-
sets, allowing municipal properties, town
hall and the department of public works
buildings, as well as our fire houses, to
fall into disrepair. We cannot afford the
lack of oversight that resulted in the four
million dollar town hall renovation being
completed one year behind schedule. We
cannot accept or tolerate the lack of main-
tenance of township properties that re-
sulted in our township receiving multiple
citations from PEOSHA (Public Em-
ployee Occupational Safety and Health
Administration) for violations related to
unsafe working conditions for our em-
ployees. Violations warning that failure
to correct the stated deficiency could re-
sult in illness or injury.

The former Terry Lou Zoo site purchased
10 years ago for approximately one million
dollars sits undeveloped and overrun by
high grass and weeds. We can no longer
tolerate this neglect and mismanagement.
Ironically, many of these items are hailed by
my opponents as their successes.

We cannot afford a continuation of
such poor planning and lack of supervi-
sion because in the end, we all pay, liter-
ally. We cannot continue to turn to our
residents to pay higher taxes for shortfalls
in leadership and practical planning within
our municipal government.

Councilman Kevin Glover (D)
Candidate for Scotch Plains Mayor

Obama Lawn Signs
Claim Unfounded

Mr. Feeley’s claim [last week] that
Obama lawn signs are being replaced by
Stender signs is completely unfounded
and false. Under no circumstance are mem-
bers of the Stender campaign removing
Obama signs. The reason for fewer Obama
lawn signs in the area is because there are
not as many available in our state.

I hope Mr. Feeley understands that
Linda Stender cannot control where the
Obama campaign decides to purchase
lawn signs and posters. He should put the
unsubstantiated conspiracy theories aside
and vote based on the issues.

Linda Stender and Barack Obama will
bring the change we need, while Leonard
Lance and John McCain will continue the
eight years of failed Bush policies.

David Riggs
Stender Volunteer

See Election Information
goleader.com/08election

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

AREA – The Union County Hiking
Club offers a variety of hiking and
bicycling activities, most of which take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year.  Prospective members are invited
to try out the club by participating in
up to three outings before joining. For
a complimentary schedule, which in-
cludes a new member application, call
Union County Parks in Elizabeth at
(908) 527-4900.


