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Not Clowning Around,
Bikers Want to Know
I was with the motorcycle club Rolling

Thunder on Sunday, the 21st [of Septem-
ber] in the parade at Roselle Park. Our
friend from your newspaper comes every
year and shoots pics of us.

I would so love to see these pics as well
as the rest of the club. Could you please let
me know how and or when I can see these
pics. They are not yet posted on your
website. Thank you. P.S. Your guy knows
me as The Crazy Clown. Cheers.

Charlie Troxell
Staten Island, N.Y.

Editor’s Note: David Samsky’s great
photos are now at goleader.com/photos.

GOP Has Not So Much Abandoned
Towns as DEMs Have Bought Them

Real Democrats Need to Come
Forward to Draft a Leader

Thanks to All Whom
Donated to Pantry

In early September, I mentioned to a
PTO member of the Franklin School that
donations to the Westfield Food Pantry
were down and that we were in danger of
running out of most food items. At a
town-wide meeting of the PTOs, a verbal
request and an e-mail went to all schools
asking for their help in organizing food
drives to help the Pantry.

We have received such a wonderful
response to our request from all the stu-
dents of Westfield schools, Holy Trinity
School, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, reli-
gious education classes from Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s. Food has been coming in
almost daily. Without the help of the com-
munity during these difficult economic
times, we would not be able to provide
food to approximately 150 families a month
in Union County who count on us.

So a very heartfelt thank you goes to all
who are willing to donate food, money
and to those who are willing to give their
time – all our wonderful volunteers –
from the United Methodist Church,
Temple Emanu-El, Holy Trinity, St.
Helen’s, Westfield Service League,
Westfield Welcome Club, along with the
hundreds of volunteers that help at the all
important food drives throughout the year
— sorting, stocking and packing the food
for our neighbors in need.

Anyone wishing to learn more about
the Westfield Food Pantry or to contrib-
ute food items can contact us at (908)
232-2311.

Westfield Food Pantry Staff

Walk to School Program Deemed
Another Success in Westfield

Mayor Mahr Intentionally Concealed
Or Mischaracterized Facts of Budget

Rescue Squad, PD, FD
Thanked by Resident
My wife and I returned from a summer

trip last month. The morning after our
return I became very ill with what was
later determined to be congestive heart
failure complicated by an infected leg.
Our daughter called 911 and, in what
seemed like no time at all, the rescue
squad, police and fire personnel, were in
the house smoothly coordinating all that
had to be done to get me to the hospital.

The courtesy and professional effi-
ciency of all involved was outstanding –
but above all was the spirit of cooperation
among these three town organizations.

Incidentally, two of those attending to
me turned out to have been former pupils
of my wife, Annesley, a teacher for many
years in town.

This coming January will mark the
50th year of our time here in Westfield.
With people such as these, willing to
serve the citizens of this town, it will be
hard to leave.

Richard Swicker
Westfield

It was not Tina Renna that Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan was so much attacking in
his letter of September 25 for supporting
county elections by district, but towns
like Summit, Cranford and Kenilworth,
who have all passed resolutions request-
ing that such a change be made so that
they might get more of a voice into how
25 percent of their property tax money is
being spent.

I’ve seen Freeholder Sullivan, among
others, attack Ms. Renna and her family
from the dais so often that it’s become a
staple of freeholder meetings. I’d be sur-
prised and think I was at some other
county meeting if they didn’t pull out
some supposedly damaging piece of pa-
per or have county counsel read a pre-
pared statement against her or if one of
them didn’t make snide remarks after she

left the podium or the building.
But what freeholder Sullivan conve-

niently forgets is that those people in
Elizabeth, Linden and Plainfield, which
consist of the Democratic base, have not
so much been abandoned by the Republi-
cans as bought by the Democrats. How
much Open Space Trust Fund money has
been funneled into those towns? How
many jobs created or contracts granted to
people who now have a vested interest in
keeping Democrats in power and work
actively for their re-election?

And to pay for all this they’ve had to
raise taxes so that towns who aren’t on the
gravy train begin to look for options out-
side of the broken electoral process. Can
you blame them?

John Bury
Kenilworth

Gov. Jon Corzine’s package of ethics
reform measures are too little, too late for
progressive New Jersey voters who need
to start shopping for an alternative candi-
date to run against him in next June’s
primary election.

Gov. Corzine promised to be a differ-
ent kind of senator and governor, but he is
as addicted to politics as he is disinter-
ested in substantive policy. New Jersey
Democrats are not getting their money’s
worth from this former Wall Street ex-
ecutive. An alternative Democratic nomi-
nee would give voters a chance to gauge
the incumbent’s performance on the state’s
financial condition, hospital closings, of-
ficial corruption and a host of other areas
where Corzine has failed New Jersey.

Instead of putting people first, Corzine,
a former chairman of Goldman Sachs,
has surrounded himself with Wall Street
veterans and political bosses who have
only concerned themselves with money.
Instead of putting a value on people and
services, we need to enjoy life in New
Jersey, Jon Corzine followed his Wall
Street instinct and tried to borrow $40

billion. We need a Democratic governor
who shares our values on education, health
care, jobs and the economy, and the time
is now for real Democrats to come for-
ward to draft a leader to help take back our
party from Wall Street and the mob.

Corzine’s property tax proposals and
plans for selling or leasing state assets,
along with his record of closing hospitals
and cheating poor school districts, show
that under the liberal rhetoric lies a cold-
hearted stock manipulator and nothing
more.

As for guilt by association, Jon Corzine
condemned himself by cozying up to John
Lynch, Sharpe James, Joe Ferriero, Joe
Cryan, Ray Lesniak, Wayne Bryant, Carla
Katz, corporate crooks, Xanadu develop-
ers and many others. Corzine’s integrity
is in doubt, his credibility is certainly
shot, and his time is about to expire.

For New Jersey’s good, Democrats
must erase this mistake before Republi-
cans exploit our error.

James Devine
Reform Dem. Org. for U.C.

Rahway

Last Wednesday, September 17,
Westfield elementary schools celebrated
their 11th annual Walk to School Day.
This event is sponsored by The BRAKES
Group (Bikers, Runners And Kids are
Entitled to Safety) to promote the benefits
of walking. Not only do the children and
their parents benefit from the regular ex-
ercise that walking provides, but by leav-
ing their cars at home, these parents help
foster a safer environment around the
schools, both in terms of the traffic and
the carbon emissions that cars create.

We wish to thank the members of the
community whose support helped make
the walk successful again this year, in-
cluding: Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea, Assistant Town
Engineer Kris McAloon, Chief of Police
John Parizeau, Detective Lisa Perotta,
Detective Greg Hobson, Officer Gary
Moore, Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Lieutenant
John Peterson, Firefighter Michael

Duelks, Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan, the elementary school prin-
cipals, Eileen Cambria, Jeanette Munoz,
Claudia Andreski, Michael Cullen, An-
drew Perry and Joseph Malanga, as well
as Michael Scott from Coldwell Banker
Realtors and Emerson Amador from
Remax Realty.

This year, The BRAKES Group, in
cooperation with the town council and
administration officials, is promoting The
Walking School Bus, a program that gives
parents who cannot walk with their chil-
dren every day the option of letting their
children walk with a responsible adult
who ensures that the children arrive at
school safely.

For more information about the pro-
gram, please contact
TheBRAKESGroup@aol.com.

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

The BRAKES Group

I am writing in response to the Septem-
ber 2008 edition of the Fanwoodian (sent
to all Fanwood households) wherein
Mayor Colleen Mahr highlighted that the
current municipal budget reflected a
$600,000 decrease from the introduced
budget.

First, no document is more irrelevant
for comparison than an “introduced” bud-
get. Having served on the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council for nine years, I can attest
that council would spend weeks scruti-
nizing the original budget as introduced
and end up cutting a significant portion of
expenses in the process.

More importantly, what the Mayor did
not say was that the Fanwood municipal
tax rate went up almost 16 percent, from
2.028 per hundred value to 2.349. For the
average Fanwood household, this trans-
lates into an increase of approximately
$282, not even including county and
school tax increases. In fact, the dollar
increase in municipal taxes is greater than
the combined dollar increase in county
and school taxes. The mayor also did not
advise that non-tax revenues declined
more than 21 percent.

It is all the more frustrating to pay 16
percent more in property taxes after the
town laid off one police officer and one
public works employee.

As a former chairman of the adminis-
tration and finance committee, I had a
solemn responsibility to fairly and hon-
estly report the budget to the residents of
Fanwood. However, it is clear that Mayor
Mahr intentionally concealed or

mischaracterized the facts of the 2008
budget.

Fanwood residents certainly deserve
greater candor and accountability from
their elected officials.

Stuart Kline
Fanwood

WALL STREET WIZARDRY
If one of the bills below were a million dollars, 700 billion dollars would completely fill 40,000 pages of

this newspaper – “In these Gods We Trust.”

Henry Paulson

Nancy Pelosi

Barney Frank

Ben Bernanke

George W. Bush

Jon Corzine

Christopher Dodd

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Anatreptic – Refuting; defeating
2. Bezan – A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. Chiragra – Gout in the hand
4. Stirgine – Pertaining to an owl

BETTONG
1. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
2. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
3. An outside staircase
4. The striking part of a flail

RHIGOSIS
1. The sensation of cold
2. A nose cold
3. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
4. Soreness in the eyes

TERGUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. The back of an animal
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
TERTULIA

1. A small human forest denizen; an elf
2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
3. A buoy attached to the end of a

harpoon line
4. A social gathering

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More Letters
on Page 18


