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WUW...Westfield United Way Trustees (WUW) and agency representatives greet
morning commuters at the Westfield train station and distribute information on how
to give to WUW. Pictured, from left right, are: Matt Forstenhausler, Chet Feinberg,
Robin Brous, Jennifer Volz, Milt Faith, Jenny Jaruzelski, Linda Maggio, David Foltz,
Carolyn Fleder, Bonnie Cohen, David Owens, Scott Cassie and Lynn Adams.

Free
COMMUNITY

WORKSHOP ON

ALLERGY
RELIEF

Find out how your allergy symptoms can be
helped naturally and holistically

Sponsored by the

Wellness Education Foundation
Guest Speaker: Dr. Frank P. DiLollo

Tuesday, October 7th – 7:00pm

Limited Seating - Call for reservations:

908-757-3183

CJS Building  1765 E. Second St., Scotch Plains

Schedule your FREE in-home consultation.
Call, Click or Come In today!

866-595-5110
www.pellareplacement.com

Pella Window & Door Showrooms

* Does not apply to ProLine® or Pella Impervia® products. Discounts apply to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.
Must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Valid for replacement projects only. Prior sales excluded. 
Offer ends 11/08/08. © 2008 Pella Corporation

sale

window and door replacement

$100
®

 $300
$500

Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?

Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:

• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.

• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.

With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248

Let’s Stick to The Facts
Campaign Release, Union County Republicans

The annual Union County free-
holder debate is nearly upon us. If the
past is any indication of this year’s
debate, there is one thing we can count
on, the Democratic freeholders will
pull out their scare tactics. Some of
their common claims: the Republi-
cans will close Runnells Hospital, the
Republicans will sell the county parks,
Union County senior citizens will be
left homeless.

They have been running out these
tired old claims for a decade now.
Let’s stick to the facts. All of those
statements are meant to scare people
and are all untrue. Another falsehood
that is always brought up is, “The
Republican candidates are financed
by George Bush.” Since our oppo-
nents enjoy bringing up finances, we
are happy to respond. Let’s examine
the facts: First, President Bush has
never raised any money for the Union
County Republican Party.

Second, the Democratic freeholder
candidates have spent between five
and 10 times the amount that Repub-
lican candidates have in the past and
will again this year. Third, the Demo-
cratic freeholders use their incum-
bency to release Union County Direc-
tions. This one newspaper is taxpayer
financed and prominently features

candidates for re-election.
Fourth, the Democratic freeholders

spend $600,000 of taxpayer and spon-
sor money on a rock concert. It should
be noted that the event advertising and
the event itself prominently feature
freeholders running for re-election.

Fifth, the Union County Democrats
have been financed by the likes of
convicted Middlesex County politi-
cal boss John Lynch, disgraced Gov-
ernor Jim McGreevey, convicted felon
former Newark Mayor Sharpe James,
former Assemblyman Neil Cohen who
has been implicated with child por-
nography or their supporters.

Sixth, the Union County Demo-
cratic machine receives hundreds of
thousands of dollars from companies
and law firms that do business with
the county. On the other hand: Our
campaign is financed by small contri-
butions from the citizens of Union
County. We support Pay to Play legis-
lation to stop no bid contracts to cam-
paign contributors. If you support the
current machine-dominated system,
our opponents are your clear choice.
If you would like a change to open
government that represents your in-
terests we ask for your support. Mike
Yakubov, John Russitano, and Joe
Franchino for freeholder.

Merkt: Why Did Investment
Council Invest in Lehman

In the wake of news that New Jer-
sey lost more than $115 million on its
June investment in Lehman Brothers,
Assemblyman Richard Merkt (LD-
25, Mendham) has called on the mem-
bers of the State Investment Council
to come before the State Legislature
and explain what steps they took in
deciding to invest $180 million in
state pension funds into what was
“clearly a high risk venture.”

“It is appropriate for members of
the council who were involved in the
decision to invest public pension funds
in Lehman to explain their decision
publicly, including disclosing what
specific due diligence they performed
prior to making the investment,” Mr.
Merkt said. “These were not their
personal funds and they had a fidu-
ciary responsibility to the taxpayers
and state workers to be prudent inves-
tors and do a thorough evaluation of
the risks involved. Given that the com-
pany went bankrupt just three months
after the investment, I am frankly
skeptical that they exercised due care
in making this decision.”

Mr. Merkt said New Jersey invested
$180 million in June as part of a
group that put up $6 billion to shore
up Lehman’s balance sheet, hoping
to help a company that could bring
more jobs to the state. Lehman Broth-
ers went bankrupt, and it was con-
firmed that the New Jersey state pen-
sion fund lost $115.5 million as a

result of the company’s failure. Mr.
Merkt said members of the State In-
vestment Council defended the deci-
sion saying that while it was a mis-
take, it was only a small portion of the
state’s investment portfolio.

“The chairman of the council, Orin
Kramer – a prominent political
fundraiser appointed in 2002 by then-
Governor Jim McGreevey – stated
that ‘Cherry-picking a portfolio for
its losses is unfair and demoralizing
to the people.’ With all due respect to
the council, asking why the state made
a risky investment decision that cost
the pension fund $115 million within
just three months is not only fair, but
also our obligation as elected offi-
cials,” Mr. Merkt said. “A public re-
view of how this poor decision was
made is indispensable to restoring
the badly shaken confidence of both
taxpayers and public employees in
the State Investment Council, as well
as preventing similar risky invest-
ment decisions involving public funds
in the future.”

Mr. Merkt suggested that members
of the council appear before the As-
sembly Budget Committee to explain
the entire process by which the “ill-
fated” decision was made to invest in
Lehman, as well as respond to legis-
lators’ questions.

Mr. Merkt announced the forma-
tion of exploratory committee for a
gubernatorial run in 2009 in August.

House Passes Ferguson’s
Jewish Cemetery Bill

WASHINGTON – The House pf Rep-
resentatives has approved a bipartisan
resolution, 414-1 on September 25,
authored by Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th,
New Providence) that condemns the
Lithuanian government for failing to pro-
tect a historic Jewish cemetery in its capi-
tal, Vilnius.

Mr. Ferguson said the measure would
bring increased international attention to
the Lithuanian government’s failure to
stop construction of condominiums on
the grounds of the nearly 500-year-old
Jewish cemetery known as Snipiskes.
Scholars say the site is the first Jewish
cemetery in Vilnius and dates back to the
15th century.

“We’ve repeatedly asked the
Lithuanians to stop construction until the

cemetery’s boundary disputes could be
resolved,” Mr. Ferguson said. “Yet at
every turn, the Lithuanian government
has failed to be responsive and protect
this sacred ground. It’s my hope that this
resolution will shine much-needed light
on the Lithuanian government’s failure to
act and ultimately motivate them to do the
right thing.”

It is believed that before the Lithuanian
government closed the cemetery in the
early 1800s, more that 50,000 Jews were
buried at Snipiskes. Before World War II,
more than 220,000 Jews lived in Lithuania;
95 percent of Lithuania’s Jews were killed
during the Holocaust, according to a press
release issued by Mr. Ferguson.

The American Jewish Committee en-
dorsed the legislation.

Scutari’s Pension Reform
Bill Becomes State Law

 TRENTON – Legislation, spon-
sored by Senator Nick Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) to reform the state’s pen-
sion system by addressing pension
abuse and ensuring sustainability,
became law on Monday.

“Last Summer, we held a special
session of the State Legislature to
address New Jersey’s property tax
crisis,” Senator Scutari said. “We were
asked to look at the state employee
benefits and produce a plan to create
a system that cut expenses and elimi-
nated the potential for abuse.”

The “Public Employee Pension and
Benefits Reform Act of 2008” raises
the minimum retirement age for new
hires to receive full benefits from 60
to 62, changes eligibility criteria for
new members of the TPAF and PERS
from $500 and $1,500 to $7,500 in
annual salary, and allows the state to
provide employees an incentive to

waive state health benefits they are
eligible for outside coverage.

The law lowers the number of paid
holidays for state employees from 13
to 12, by removing Lincoln’s Birth-
day. Local government employees
will now have to work at least 20
hours per week to qualify for state
health benefits.

“The process of reforming our
pension system was not easy and tough
choices needed to be made,” said
Senator Scutari. “This measure will be
good for the taxpayers of New Jersey
as well as the hard-working state
employees who have contributed to
and rely on the state’s pension system.”

 The enacted bill passed both houses
on June 23.

PENSION BILL NOW LAW…Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden) makes
comments on the signing of his state pension reform legislation as Governor Jon
Corzine, left, Senate Minority leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), second
from left, and Senator Majority Leader Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, Salem) look on.
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