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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RACE FOR AUTISM...Representatives from “Autism Family Tours with
Brianna” were at the Farmers Market in Scotch Plains. The Fanwood-based
group is seeking runners to participate in several road races planned for October
and November. The non-profit group’s website is autismfamilytours.org.
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BOE Approves Proposal for
Boys, Girls Lacrosse at SPFHS

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) last Wednesday voted to ap-
prove a proposal for the installation
of both a girls and boys junior varsity
lacrosse team at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) for
the spring of 2009.

The proposal was presented before
the board at its previous agenda meet-
ing on September 17, by SPFHS Prin-
cipal David Heisey and Assistant Prin-
cipal for Athletics Rob Harmer.

Following the approval, Board
President Trip Whitehouse extended
congratulations on behalf of the BOE,
and requested that a board member
contact those involved with the news.

Additionally, Thomas Beese, di-
rector of Special Services, reported
Wednesday on Resolve, the indepen-
dent guidance program for elemen-
tary-level students. Modified curricu-
lum has recently given counselors

more individual time with students
and, Mr. Beese said, more flexibility
in their schedules, which allows the
Resolve staff to visit classrooms to
speak to groups of students on a wide
range of topics such as bullying. He
said the fact that students and parents
are seeing Resolve counselors around
the elementary schools and in their
classrooms on a regular basis makes
students more comfortable and they
are becoming regular members of the
staff.

According to Mr. Beese, the Re-
solve staff saw 149 students in the
2007-2008 school year.

An audience member commented
later in the meeting that Resolve is
not publicized enough in the schools
and said that many parents may not
be aware that they can request for a
Resolve counselor to see their child.
Board Vice-President Sasha Slocum
said that Resolve fliers are usually
sent home to elementary parents each
school year.

Board officials voted to renew its
contract with Resolve in the amount
of $70,000 for the 2008-2009 school
year.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes reported on district’s goals
for 2007-2008. The district’s first goal,
she said, was to meet or exceed fed-
eral government’s No Child Left Be-
hind (NCLB) benchmarks, and some
noted outcomes for the goal included
the Glance Ahead Program for math-
ematics, which expanded this past
summer to incorporate students en-
tering grades 8 and 9, the continua-
tion of the S.T.A.R.T. Program, which
was offered to African-American
males in grades 9 through 11 and
housed five programs for parents, as
well as the implementation of the
“Study Island” computer tutorial pro-
gram and the Informational Technol-
ogy Writing Lab.

As for the goal of continuing to
upgrade technology and facilities in-
frastructure, the modular classrooms
at Terrill Intermediate School to ac-
commodate spacing needs in the
short-term and the completion of the
turf projects at SPFHS were some of
the outcomes noted by Superinten-
dent Hayes.

The final 2007-2008 goal involved
emergency preparedness/school se-
curity and some outcomes, according
to Superintendent Hayes, included
card key access for staff members,
which should be complete by De-
cember, evacuation drills for the high
school and middle schools, as well as
an increase in parents/guardian par-
ticipation in the e-mail notification
system.

District goals for 2008-2009, Su-
perintendent Hayes said, also includes
meeting or exceeding NCLB bench-
marks, and noted sub-goals include
working to reduce achievement gap
for minority students, providing
teachers with professional develop-
ment activities and accessing the suc-
cess in meeting Adequate Yearly

GOP Candidates Discuss
Taxes, Redevelopment

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Republican candi-
dates for borough council, Robert
Manduca and Mike Szuch, in an in-
terview Friday with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, focused on
the increase in borough taxes, mu-
nicipal layoffs and the $2 million the
borough is spending to purchase a
downtown property in the borough’s
redevelopment zone.

Mr. Manduca, a 20-year resident
who works on large development
projects for financial services compa-
nies, said the $740,000 or 16 percent
increase in municipal taxes this year to
support a $5.3-million budget relies
too much on budgetary gimmicks.

“If you take one-time gimmicks,
things like using surpluses and taking
extraordinary aid that’s supposed to
come once in a lifetime, (municipal)
taxes are really going up 30 percent,”
Mr. Manduca said.

Mr. Szuch, a lifelong resident em-
ployed as a unionized electrician
based out of Paterson, said the bor-
ough has received extraordinary aid
from the state four out of the last five
years.

“I think the biggest problem is we
are not generating the revenue to sup-
port the town,” Mr. Szuch said.

He said the borough received
$100,000 less in extraordinary aid
last year, yet the municipal portion of
Fanwood property taxes were up 7.3
percent as compared to 16 percent
this year.

Mr. Manduca said the borough’s
municipal taxes went up 17 percent
in total over the four-year tenure of
former Republican Mayor Lou Jung.

“And Lou Jung received no extraor-
dinary aid,” he said.

His running mate, Mr. Szuch, de-
scribed the borough’s reliance on ex-
traordinary aid as “almost an addic-
tion.” He said at $300, this year’s
municipal tax increase is more than
the county and school portions, which
are up $200 combined for the average
borough homeowner.

One of the items Mr. Szuch pro-
poses is the creation of a citizens
committee to review the budget for
the next year, as well as looking ahead
five years.

“Let’s show some transparency in
what’s happening. Let’s get citizens
aware of what’s going on [in] town,
especially this problem of a revenue
shortfall,” Mr. Szuch said. He said the
panel would be made up of persons
with “mixed” backgrounds of experi-
ence including the financial services
industry.

The candidates also discussed the
layoff of two borough employees in-
cluding a police officer.

“It was profoundly a wrong-headed
thing to do,” Mr. Manduca said. He
said rather than cut the most recently
hired and lowest paid police officer,
the borough should have reduced the
borough’s police chief salary increase,
which was upped by $15,000 in the
same budget to give him a salary of
$152,000. He said the borough had
maintained a 21-member police de-
partment since 1975.

“We need intelligent, motivated
police in Fanwood,” he said. “I think
that’s one of the good things about
Fanwood. I think we need to preserve
that atmosphere in this town.”

County Introduces $33.4 Million
Bond Ord. for Capital Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
introduced a $33.4-million bond or-
dinance for the implementation of
the county’s annual capital budget.
The final reading and adoption vote
will be held Thursday, October 9, at 7
p.m.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said at the September 18 board agenda
meeting that the capital budget was
reduced $15 million from what was
originally sought by department di-
rectors. The bonds will have a life of
between five and 15 years.

The capital program includes
$772,500 for upgrading a fire detec-
tion system at the county jail, and fire
alarms systems and control at other
county buildings, and $15.1 million
for fire safety renovations and up-
grades at the county courthouse. An-
other $257,500 is included for instal-
lation of perimeter security fencing
at the county jail where two inmates
escaped last December before being
captured.

Also included is $4.1 million for
parks improvements, including the
design phase for work to extend the
cart garage at the Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains, restoration
of the Masker’s Barn and installation
of interpretive exhibits and signage
for the visitors’ center at the Deserted
Village of Feltville located in the
Berkeley Heights section of the
Watchung Reservation. Other parks
improvements projected are commu-
nication and instructional program
improvements at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside,
the installation of athletic field light-
ing at Nomahegan Park in Cranford,
implementation of a master plan to
improve the Watchung Reservation

bridle trails, erosion control improve-
ments at Lake Surprise in the reserva-
tion, and reconstruction of the Echo
Lake service yard.

The county will spend another
$334,750 on Springfield firearms
range as requested by the county
sheriff’s office. Another $1.6 million
will be spent for improvements to the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools on Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains, including improvements to
restrooms in West Hall, as well as
lighting, fencing, signage, exterior
building and grounds improvements.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson questioned increased fund-
ing on contracts for MusicFest and
the Rhythm & Blues by the Brook
Festival.

“I don’t see why there is more cash
flow going to these guys,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

County Manager George Devanney
explained that the This Is It!’s con-
tract was increased by $43,224 as a
third stage was added and adverse
weather conditions caused additional
work at MusicFest. He said the new
figure was less than the $250,000 the
county had anticipated. This Is It!
was given another $6,903, increasing
their contract to $111,890 for the
Rhythm & Blues concert. The county
manager said the initial number was
preliminary and that this was the final
bill for the event.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said the increase for
MusicFest would be equal to the sal-
ary of the Fanwood police officer that
was laid off as a result of municipal
budget cuts.

Mrs. Renna of Cranford was criti-
cal of the board’s spending in an
ongoing lawsuit by former county

employee Robert Travisano. Mr.
Travisano, 62, filed a $5 million law-
suit against the county last year alleg-
ing discrimination against the county
in what he said was his forced retire-
ment. The board voted to approve
another $30,000 to defend the county
and $184,500 for five law firms rep-
resenting the county.

Mrs. Renna said information shows
the lawsuit has cost the county a quar-
ter of a million dollars. She said “this
petty, juvenile behavior” by county
employees, as alleged by Mr.
Travisano, could cost the county “mil-
lions and millions of dollars.”

An 18-year employee in the eco-
nomic development department (now
the Department of Parks and Com-
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Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WEBCAST...Fanwood Borough Council Republican candidates Robert Manduca
and Mike Szuch take their message to the Internet upon being interviewed in the
office of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last Friday. The interview can be seen
at goleader.com/08election.

Raynor Denitzio and Debbie Hoffman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPEAKING OUT...Residents have much to say along with stout opinions on the Federal government’s proposed $700-billion
Wall Street Bailout. See story this page. Pictured, left to right, top to bottom, are: Nate Shaufler (SP), Antone Stevens
(Orange), Maria Beardsley (SP), Steve Aronson (WF), Chris McDonough (Cranford), Meg Amelia (WF), unidentified (MS),
Bruce Roach (New Brunswick), Alan Weingarten (WF), Joe Shakis (Clark) and Ralph Jones (Hackensack).

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WETDOWN...Ardent attendees endure the steady rain last Sunday at the annual
Festifall street fair in Westfield. The popular event sponsored by the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce normally draws upwards of 20,000 people.

Residents Have Strong Reaction to
Fed’s Proposed $700-Billion Bailout

By RAYNOR DENITZIO AND
DEBBIE HOFFMAN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Like Congress, local resi-
dents have mixed views on the $700-
billion emergency bailout bill for the
nation’s financial system, legislation
that was defeated by Congress, 228-
205, on Monday. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times interviewed area resi-
dents at train stations, outside food
stores and at Sunday’s Festifall Street
Fair in Westfield.

Interviewed at the Westfield train
station on Friday, Michael McKay of
Westfield said he thought the rescue
plan was “too rushed.” “Obviously
they don’t know the results of what-
ever actions they’re taking, where it’s

going to end up, and I think they need
just to take a little time to do it the
right way. Something has to be done,
but put a little thought into it,” he said.

Fellow Westfielder William Covert
agreed, saying Congress is “rushing
to judgment.” “I think they ought to
take a lot more time to think about the
consequences of this. It’s $700 bil-
lion, which I heard at one time is
$7,000 for every individual, includ-
ing a newborn baby, who lives in the
United States. So if they’re spending
their money like that, they ought to
think about it… I’ve never gotten an
explanation that I can understand as
to why this is so necessary,” he said.

“If it’s building, according to (Presi-
dent) Bush, for 10 years, why do we

have to solve it in a week or two
weeks? It’s once again, it’s greed. It’s
greed that has fueled this crisis and
the people who benefited from the
greed should be identified and pun-
ished, definitely monetarily, and any
other way, criminally,” Mr. Colvert
said, adding that more regulations
and oversight are necessary “on these
people.”

“I think too many investment bank-
ers who work on Wall Street and live
in Westfield… so now that they’re
going to have to sell their houses and
move out, it might affect real estate
property values,” said Paul Duncan,
also of Westfield.

Westfield resident Jonathan Lloyd
said he opposes the bailout. “I think
the system has been pumped up too
much. I don’t think you keep pump-
ing up a system with, I’ll say, fake
money… That being the case, I would
really like them to really push for all
the restrictions that they can on
CEOs… The CEOs that raped the
country for short term profit should
have their lives taken back.”

Interviewed Monday at the
Fanwood station, Mike Novak of
Scotch Plains responded that, “It’s
not a Wall Street bailout. All those old
people who have their money invested
in the market who lost thousands to-
day aren’t working on Wall Street.
Now they’re on fixed incomes, their
retirement savings [are] worth a lot
less and they had nothing to do with
Wall Street. That’s Main Street. Con-
gress is completely scared to make a
tough decision and now we’re going
to be left to clean up the mess.”

Another Scotch Plains resident,
Kevin Toth, had a similar sentiment.
“I just feel that a quick solution is
needed or we’re going to be in a lot of
trouble very, very, very soon. Banks
that you never thought would ever go
under like Washington Mutual and
Wachovia being bought out is just
mind boggling,” he said.

Westfield resident Meg Amelia,
interviewed on Friday at the Westfield
station said, “I guess it was inevitable
that this was supposed to happen, but
hopefully we can bring our economy
back up to par because I think a lot of
people are suffering and the market,
being the way it is, it can’t get any
worse.”

Victoria Whitfield of Plainfield,
who lives on the Fanwood border,
said on Monday at the Fanwood sta-
tion that the federal government
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