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1980 Westfield High School alumni are planning their 30th year reunion for 2010.

BALLOT BOWL…Franklin fourth grader Michelle Telsey casts her ballot
during Franklin’s mock election, which also gave students insight into how
electoral votes ultimately determine the Presidency.

Program to Focus
On Communicating

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield will host
The Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey’s (PDFNJ) successful
parenting program, “The 15-Minute
Child Break,” on December 1, at 7:30
p.m. in the school’s auditorium.

The one-hour program is designed
to empower and assist parents in build-
ing better communication with their
children. The program is being hosted
by the Counseling Department at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

A brief question-and-answer pe-
riod will follow. Local resource ma-
terials and information will also be
provided. Parents of children of all
ages are welcome to attend.

The “15-Minute Child Break” was
developed based on research from
PDFNJ’s 2000 Middle School Study
on Substance Use, which found that
children who have consistent com-
munication with a parent or caregiver
everyday are 67 percent less likely to
engage in substance abuse.

The program’s popularity has been
expressed throughout New Jersey by
companies who have hosted the pro-
gram for their employees, and by
PTSO’s and parenting groups in ev-
ery county in New Jersey.

Westfield’s Holy Trinity Wins
Annual Scholastic Olympics
WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity

Interparochial School won first place
in the 36th Annual Scholastic Olym-
pics, hosted by Roselle Catholic High
School.

The Scholastic Olympics is an aca-
demic competition for eighth grad-
ers, with students being tested in a
variety of subjects, including math-
ematics, religion, forensics and sci-
ence.

Courtney McGovern and Kevin
Sheridan took first place in English,
and Sean Puzzo won a first in reli-
gion.

Catherine Serzan was awarded first
place in the forensics contest, and
James Gilmartin was awarded first
place in history. Liam Hughes placed
second in art. Hannah Clark and Kelly
Glennon garnered third-place finishes
in current events. Brian Cattaffe
placed third in science.

Caroline Massa (art), James Potter
and Lauren Monaco (mathematics)
Mary McDermott (religion), Amanda
Williams (science), Grace Kelly and
Gregory Gagliardi (spelling), and
Douglas Tortorici (history) also com-
peted for Holy Trinity.

Students placing first, second and
third were awarded Roselle Catholic
scholarships.

Eighth grade teachers Pat Byrne
and George Polasky served as mod-
erators for the Holy Trinity team.
This year, 16 area Catholic elemen-

tary schools competed at the Scho-
lastic Olympics.

Sister Maureen Fichner, principal
of Holy Trinity, said, “As always, we
feel our excellent performance at the
annual Scholastic Olympics reflects
the strong academic program here at
Holy Trinity. I am very happy for the
students.”

SP’s Pfundheller Named
National Merit Semifinalist

SCOTCH PLAINS – David Heisey,
principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS), and Timothy
Donahue, supervi-
sor of counseling,
announced that
SPFHS senior Aus-
tin Pfundheller was
named a Semifinal-
ist in the 2009 Na-
tional Merit Schol-
arship Competi-
tion.

This designation
identifies this out-
standing young
man as among the
16,000, highest
scoring students nationwide on the
PSAT/NMSQT exam of critical read-
ing, math and writing skills.

Austin now has an opportunity to
continue in the competition for some
8,200 National Merit Scholarships,
worth more than $35 million, which
will be offered next spring.

To become a finalist, a semifinalist

must have an outstanding academic
record throughout high school, be en-
dorsed and recommended by the high

school principal,
and earn an SAT
score that confirms
the student’s earlier
performance on the
qualifying test.

In addition,
semifinalists and a
high school official
must submit a de-
tailed scholarship
application, which
includes the
student’s self-de-
scriptive essay and

information about the semifinalist’s par-
ticipation and leadership in school and
community activities.

Merit Scholar designees are selected
on the basis of their skills, accomplish-
ments and potential for success in rig-
orous college studies.

Austin is the son of Laurie and Gre-
gory Pfundheller.

Austin Pfundheller, right, and his
counselor, Candace Kilmer

Cranford Student
Makes LIM Dean’s List

CRANFORD – Sabrina Friebis of
Cranford was named to the dean’s list
at LIM – The College for the Busi-
ness of Fashion – for the spring 2008
semester.

To be placed on the dean’s list,
students must earn a grade point aver-
age between 3.50 and 3.79.

Fall Ball Goes Green
At Park Middle School

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE…Brian Miller mans the basketball throw he
built out of recycled materials. His other creations can be seen in the background.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Recently, 345
Park Middle School fifth and sixth grad-
ers were treated to a special “green”
event. Park Middle School held its an-
nual fall social, The Fall Ball, last month.

For a fee of $3 per ticket, the students
were able to have an activity-packed
afternoon. The organizers, Lisa
Zimmerman and Laurie Miller, worked
to make the event a success.

With the help of 35 volunteers and
chaperones, the cafeteria was converted
into a lively dance area, used for an
energetic disc jockey.

Snacks and drinks were served, co-

ordinated by Rose Hubbard and do-
nated by Park Middle School parents.
There were also a few guessing games
and contests for the students; however,
the most remarkable part of the event
could be found in the New Gym.

Students were able to participate in
12 different and challenging games.
The games included a five-net basket-
ball throw, a baseball throwing station,
two miniature-golf putting greens, a
tire football throw, a life-size knock
hockey board and a handful of other
sports-themed games. All games were
completely built out of recycled mate-
rials.

Ms. Miller’s husband, Brian, works
for Waste Management of New Jersey.
Mr. Miller, assisted by wife Laurie,
their fifth grader Zakary and Laurie’s
father, George Ellis, were able to build
all 12 games using only found objects
that were thrown away and destined for
our landfills.

They were able to recycle basketball
hoops, plywood, 2x4, 4x4 and other
various wood scraps, even old wall
paneling and tires – just to name a few
– to build all 12 games used. Mr. Miller
spent more than five weeks collecting
materials, building the games and paint-
ing each one.

The children were the benefactors of
Mr. Miller’s efforts and had a great time
testing their skills at throwing all types
of balls, hitting pucks and golf balls,
plunging for Ping-Pong balls and toss-
ing rings and bean bags.

Other families were also helpful in
setting up and manning the games. Ms.
Zimmerman and Ms. Miller, along with
Elaine Coupe, Matt Sosnowski, Rob
Lorusso, Doreen Rosen and Mr. Ellis,
assisted Mr. Miller in assembling the
games on site.

The go-green effort did not end there.
Once The Fall Ball was concluded, all
the games were broken down and do-
nated to other schools and/or grades.
St. Bart’s was able to use some of the
games at a fundraiser to benefit the
homeless.

In addition, each student attending
received a color-changing Park Middle
School water bottle. Instead of students
using disposable plastic water bottles,
many Park Middle School water bottles
can now be seen at sporting events and
practices all over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Union Catholic Student
Wins Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic School in Scotch Plains announced
that David Schanz of Edison is the
2008 recipient of the Eldon M.
Hammeke Scholarship.

This scholarship, established in
memory of Mr. Hammeke, by his
wife Grace, is awarded every year to
one incoming freshman student at a
Catholic high school.

Mr. Hammeke was an active mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus Sum-
mit Council 783, which continues to
support Mrs. Hammeke in funding
this scholarship.

 Sigma Alpha Lambda
Recognizes WHS Grad

WESTFIELD — Sigma Alpha
Lambda announced that Leanne
Patricia Hewit of Westfield has re-
cently become recognized as a mem-
ber of Sigma Alpha Lambda, Na-
tional Leadership and Honors Orga-
nization at Clemson University.

Sigma Alpha Lambda is a national
leadership and honors organization
dedicated to promoting and reward-
ing academic achievement and pro-
viding members with opportunities
for community service, personal de-
velopment and lifelong professional
fulfillment.

Ms. Hewit is a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daugh-
ter of Dave and Carol Hewit. Ms.
Hewit is a sophomore pre-professional
health major at Clemson University.

WF Teen Receives Scholarship
To Raise Puppies for the Blind

WESTFIELD – Samuel Johnson,
17, of Westfield received a scholar-
ship from The Seeing Eye for raising
several puppies for
the world-famous
dog guide school.
James Kutsch,
president of The
Seeing Eye, for-
mally congratu-
lated Samuel
among 68 puppy
raisers to receive
scholarships at
Family Day, an an-
nual celebration
for puppy raisers
and their families,
held at the
Morristown cam-
pus on August 16.

Samuel is a
freshman at Uni-
versity of Massa-
chusetts where he
is studying Archi-
tecture.

Samuel has
been a puppy raiser for nine years as
a member of his Seeing Eye/4-H
puppy club. In this capacity, Samuel
taught his puppies basic obedience,
attended local puppy club meetings
once a month, exposed his puppies to
a variety of social situations, and pro-
vided them with love and compan-
ionship. After a year and a half, he
returned each puppy to The Seeing
Eye for its formal training.

“Young adults like Samuel are spe-
cial because they provide a rock solid
foundation for Seeing Eye dog’s for-
mal training,” said Peggy Gibbon, the

Linda Fenine-Roth manager of puppy
placement for The Seeing Eye. “We
are delighted to recognize Samuel for

his dedication to
the puppy-raising
program and wish
Samuel well in his
future endeavors.”

“We applaud the
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
commitment and
his fellow scholar-
ship winners, en-
abling blind
people to lead
more independent
lives,” said Mr.
Kutsch.

“The Seeing
Eye has taught me
that people with
physical disabili-
ties are often not
restricted by their
disabilities, but
often by the world
around them,” said
Samuel. “I hope to

be able to design architecture that is
not only visually appealing, but also
appealing to those who may be blind
or disabled.”

Each year, The Seeing Eye recog-
nizes exceptional puppy raisers by
presenting them with $1,000 college
scholarships. Recipients have raised
at least two dogs, have demonstrated
a high level of academic achievement
and are active in their communities.

For more information on The See-
ing Eye or how to become a puppy
raiser, call (973) 539-4425, ext. 1769
or visit seeingeye.org.

Samuel Johnson

FUN AND FESTIVE…Area children enjoy painting pumpkins during The
Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual Halloween event on October 30. Pictured are Cara
Makoski, 7, as a leopard and brother Joseph Makoski, 8, as Ironman.

GARDEN VARIETY…Franklin third graders recently worked together with
members of Cub Scout Pack 172, Den 16, and their parents to help plant a new
garden near one of the school’s Newton Place entrances and refresh other beds
throughout the property. The combination PTO and community service project
also ties in with Franklin’s “Go Green” theme. Pictured are, in front, Owen Heim,
middle row, John Durocher, Jordan Barham, Andy Dazzo and back row, Paul
Sawina, Berj Vartanian and John Durocher, Sr.

UCC Hosts Information
Sessions at All Campuses

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) will host orientation ses-
sions for students who are going to
start classes at UCC this spring and for
those who may still be interested in
enrolling for the spring semester.

The orientation sessions will be held
in December and January, and attend-
ees are encouraged to come to the
session that best fits their schedule.

The sessions will be held on De-
cember 4, from 4 to 7 p.m. in Room
210, at the college’s Plainfield campus
at 232 East Second Street; on Decem-
ber 16, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the
Roy Smith Theater at the College’s
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue; and on January 8, 2009, from
4 to 7 p.m. in the theater at the college’s
Elizabeth campus at 12 West Jersey
Street.

The sessions will provide new stu-
dents with the opportunity to meet
their future classmates, to learn about
student activities, to tour the campus,
and to learn about the counseling and
tutoring services available at UCC and
a chance to begin to explore career

paths. Families are also welcome.
To attend any of the above sessions,

respond to orientation@ucc.edu or call
(908) 709-7518. All orientation ses-
sions are free; however, responses are
recommended.

For those wishing to pursue a bach-
elors degree, the economics of spend-
ing the first two years at Union County
College coupled with the many dual
admissions and transfer/articulation
agreements that the college has in
place, can ease the road to junior year
status at a long list of colleges and
universities throughout the United
States.

Franklin Students
Experience Election

WESTFIELD –Franklin Elementary
School students learned more than just
how to cast a vote in their mock presi-
dential election held the day before
Election Day.

Orchestrated by teachers Penny
O’Donnell and Daria Plaskon, students
first ‘registered’ in writing, then signed
in and presented cards before casting
their ballots in private voting booths
constructed by parents.

Classes were divided into groups
representing the 50 states and chose
delegates to cast the corresponding
number of electoral votes once their
‘popular’ vote had been counted.

During an assembly that followed,
assistant principal David Heller, using
Smartboard technology, tallied and
mapped each state’s electoral results in
blue or red, resembling the maps used
on television.

Barack Obama “won” with 336 elec-
toral votes to John McCain’s 210.

1980 WHS Alumni
Plan 30th Year Reunion

WESTFIELD – Many 1980
Westfield High School (WHS)
alumni have joined together to be-
gin planning their 30th year reunion,
set for 2010.

A newly created website,
1980westfield.com. will help WHS
classmates reconnect. Alums can log
on and spread the word or e-mail
Anne (Parks) Wolf at
anne@amwolf.com, Tad Wood at
tadwood1@verizon.net, or Linda
(McCullough) Crane at
lindamc3762@earthlink.net.

BOE Meeting to Feature
School Audit Summary

WESTFIELD – At the next meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion meeting, on Tuesday, December
2, a report on the district’s financial
audit will be presented. The meeting
will be held in Room 105 at 302 Elm
Street.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on the district’s web siteand in
the board secretary’s office at 302
Elm Street on Monday, December 1.
All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and
7 p.m., as well as weekends at 10 a.m.

Mountainside to Host
Craft Workshop

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Saturday,
December 6, Deerfield School in
Mountainside will hold its Seventh
Annual Holiday Craft Workshop from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sponsored by the Mountainside
P.T.A., the Holiday Craft Workshop
has become a perennial favorite for
children of all ages who look for-
ward to the fun-filled day of craft-
ing and holiday preparation.

All kids are welcome, and admis-
sion is free. The event will take
place in the Deerfield School gym-
nasium, located at 300 Central Av-
enue.

The crafts featured this year offer a
variety of choices for children of all
age groups. These choices include a
gumdrop tree, a bejeweled ornament,
a tinsel wreath, a snowman paper-
weight, jewelry crafts and much more.
The costs of crafts will be $1.50 and
up. Pizza and specialty pretzels will
be on sale, and there will also be a
bake sale sponsored by the PTA.

For more information, contact
Donna Pinto at (908) 232-9517 or
Sue Gallagher at (908) 928-0651.

Renowned Czech Artists
To Visit Pingry in December
AREA – Award-winning sculptor/

ceramicist Jindra Vikova and photog-
rapher Pavel Banka, who live in
Prague, will visit The Pingry School,
on December 2 and 3, for master
classes and demonstrations in the 3D
studio and photography lab.

Their appearance is open to the
public and funded by a gift from
Pingry parents, who believe that cre-
ative thinking inspired by the arts is
an important skill for the 21st Cen-
tury.

“Our students will be getting a phe-
nomenal opportunity to work with
these well-known international art-
ists. It is a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence,” said Miles Boyd, chair of
Pingry’s fine arts department.

Rich Freiwald, who teaches art fun-
damentals, clayworking and sculp-
ture, collaborated with Ms. Vikova,
Mr. Banka, and Middlesex County
College Arts Department Chair
Marion Munk on their premier exhi-
bition in the United States, which
took place at Middlesex County Col-
lege in 1985.

Ms. Vikova, a Gold Medal Winner
in both France and Italy for her ce-
ramic arts and sculpture, has exhib-

ited her works in the United States,
Italy, Belgium, Germany, Cuba, Ko-
rea, China, France, Japan, Australia
and other countries.

Mr. Banka’s photographs are on
display in the permanent collections
of the International Center of Pho-
tography in New York; Art Institute
of Chicago; Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston; Bibliotheque Nationale in
Paris; Musee de L’Elysee in Switzer-
land, and other museums. Both art-
ists have been exhibiting their work
for more than three decades.

To learn more, visit pingry.org.

WF Student Sheridan
Recognized as Scholar
WESTFIELD – Kent Place senior

Katherine Sheridan of Westfield was
recognized as a commended student
in the National Merit Scholarship
Program. Qualified students are hon-
ored for their outstanding scholastic
potential demonstrated by their high
performance in this very competitive
program.

In addition, the College Board also
honored Katherine as a scholar, in
recognition of her exceptional
achievement on Advanced Placement
(AP) examinations taken last spring.

“This is a remarkable academic
achievement for each girl and for
Kent Place School,” noted Elizabeth
Woodall, director of the Upper School
at Kent Place.

Sixteen Kent Place students re-
ceived honors from the 2009 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program, and
the College Board recognized 67 stu-
dents for their AP examinations taken
last spring.

David Schanz and Grace Hammeke


