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By Robert Viglianti
Mayor of Mountainside

Town Tales
Sharing Fun Memories,

Happy Thanksgiving

Editor’s Note: This is the final part of
Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti’s
three-part article, inspired and to appear
in the weeks prior to Thanksgiving. The
mayor invites others to write and share
their thoughts as well. Please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.

Having recently retired from business,
I find that I now have time to reminisce
about my growing up in Westfield and
living, now, in Mountainside. I would
like to share these memories with those of
you who are from my era and tell the
newer arrivals about Westfield and
Mountainside from 1940 to today.

Do you remember Geiger’s on Spring-
field Avenue across from Echo Lake Park?
Mr. Geiger, Sr. made the best apple cider
around. You get a glass or two of this ice
cold cider then go across the street to the
pony ride — where you would go around
three and sometimes, if they weren’t busy,
four times. All for 15 cents. Later Geiger’s
started making some of the best apple and
pumpkin pies in the area. I remember that
at Thanksgiving and Christmas you would
call in the order and still wait in line for a
half hour while smelling those wonderful
pies.

Do you remember the carnival that
would come every summer? It was in
Clark right over the railroad tracks be-
tween Central and Rahway Avenues. It is
now known as Terminal Lane, owned by
the Villa family. There were rides, side-
shows and games of “chance.” Remem-
ber all the carnie workers had southern
accents and how they would entice you to
spend your money.

Do you remember when Hahne’s de-
partment store wanted to build in
Westfield? There was a tremendous out-
cry from both the residents and mer-
chants. Each thought that this would
change the complexion of Westfield for-
ever. Well it did! Some think it was for the
better and others disagree.

Do you remember Miss Horn,
Roosevelt Junior High vice-principal, who
wouldn’t let you buy ice cream after lunch
unless you showed her your empty soup
bowl? Boy did I hate pea soup then.

Do you remember the Westfield danc-
ing school held at the tennis club on
Chestnut Street? Remember the boys
would always wear coats and ties and the
girls fancy dresses and, sometimes, those
little white gloves. The boys sat along one
wall and the girls across the floor and then
would come the announcement: “Boys,
ask a young lady to dance.” Boy what
pressure! However the greatest pressure
is when the announcement came, “Ladies
please pick a partner.” Suppose no one
asks me! What do I do?

Do you remember the two carhops on
Route 22,  one in Springfield and one in
Union — The Big Top and The Adven-
ture? They would bring your food on little
trays that would clip onto your window.
Remember the “older guys” would have
hopped up cars with loud mufflers and
fancy paint jobs.

Do you remember when there was a
taxi stand outside the train station? They
would line up at night to meet the arriving
New York commuters. Later, they left
and there was a taxi booth to phone for a
cab. Today there are only a few cabs in the
entire area.

Do you remember the Playfair on Elm
Street next to Made in America. The
owner’s name was Dick and he knew all
about trains, models and every toy in the
store. You don’t get this type of service
anywhere today.

Do you remember there were two sweet
shops in town? One was The Sweet Shop
and I’m not certain about the second. I
want to say Hills but I am not certain.
Both served great Sundays, milkshakes
and banana splits; and a real favorite, a
root beer float. I remember that the ba-
nana split was the most expensive at 35
cents. They always gave you a glass of ice
water with every order.

Do you remember when Route 22 was
Route 29?

Do you remember when J.S. Irving’s
lumberyard was on South Avenue near
the circle where the gas company has
offices today?

Do you remember when Westfield had
a bowling alley? It was on North Avenue,
on the second floor above Kohn’s Jew-
elry. It had 10 lanes, pin boys and two
pool tables. It was run by a guy they called
“Pro”.

Beside all the banks that no longer
exist, there is a long list of businesses that
I grew up with, that are also no longer
here. Most were family owned “mom and
pop” type stores. All cared about their
customers and many lived in the area.
Some were: Arthur Stevens, Westfield
Camera, Epsteins, Andrew’s Shoes (my
dad), Westfield Ford, Rotchford Pontiac,
Landcasters, Wyatt’s Men, Dukes,
Westfield Drugs, Pearsall and
Frankenbach, Music Staff, Terrills,
Westfield Sport Center, several gas sta-
tions and barber shops.

Still here and still very active — Today
there remains a small handful of busi-
nesses that were in existence when I was
a child. The first that comes to mind is The
Leader Store. To my memory, this is one
of the longest continuing family run busi-
ness in Westfield. I believe it is, today, on
its third or maybe fourth generations of
the Spector family. No one went to school
or college without first shopping here. I
just recently threw out my footlocker that
I bought there to go off to college. Next
has to be Baron’s Drugs. I don’t know if
it is still the same family as was in the
fifty’s, but I do know that they are very
customer friendly — and that Greg, the
present owner, is a model train enthusiast
and is interested in buying some of your
old train sets. Their pharmacists, Sue,
Debra and Patrick (Pat) are not only
friendly but do take an interest in their
patients. I love kidding Pat!

Today there still remains two very fine
nurseries — Williams, on the Springfield
border and Amberg’s on the Clark bor-
der. Both are family owned and run. I
know that William’s is on its third genera-
tion, if not fourth. There is Ed’s dad, Ed
and Ed’s family, Dave and others. The
Amburgs are at least on their second
generation. I have bought from both, and
both are friendly and knowledgeable about
all segments of horticulture.

Norris Chevrolet, while it moved to
where Rotchford was, has been in Westfield
for as long as I remember. I bought my first
new car from them in 1963.

Robert Treat has also been here since
my youth. I always remember the smell of
the turkeys cooking around the holiday
season. They also had the best rice pud-
ding I ever had, as a youth.

Hershey’s Subs and Deli — their
present location is the second place I
remember. Today’s owners, Jerry, Mike
(the pony man) and Ryan, still make great
subs and other foods. Their six-foot sub is
really great for tailgating or just a large
party.

Happy Thanksgiving everyone.

Railroad Deal, ‘Fuller’s Folly,’ is
Becoming Excessively Costly

A local paper recently published an
article, “Another roadblock for freight
rail line – equipment problems mean more
delays.” It was about the Morristown and
Erie Railway project. This privately-
owned freight line has been draining mil-
lions of dollars from our public coffers
with nothing to show for the money.

The M&E’s freight project, coordi-
nated by Gordon Fuller, and often re-
ferred to by opponents as “Fuller’s Folly,”
is becoming an excessively costly and
unprofitable undertaking. The only money
being made is by the M&E Railway. Over
the years, M&E has stored lines of loaded
freight cars in the backyards of residents
for months at a time. Anyone paying for
public storage knows that this, in itself, is
a profitable endeavor.

M&E’s 10-year contract with Union
County costs them 17 cents a month for
leasing the 21-mile stretch of track. What
a deal! The article described Fuller meet-
ing with state officials about money they
are “at odds over.” I hope the state offi-
cials who meet with Fuller, check with
M&E’s record of spending our money.

Since most of the state officials in-
volved are new to their jobs since the
project began, it would serve them well to
follow the money and the history of this
freight proposal according to documents
and contracts. They should check the
website stopthetrain.org for original docu-
ments from the inception of Fuller’s Folly.
Steve Merman and Al Faella, two Union
County officials that are cited in the ar-
ticle, are also more recently appointed to
their county positions. They will be ac-
countable for due diligence prior to mak-
ing future decisions about this particular
freight project.

I suggest that they too check the docu-
mented website above. I hope that any
county officials meeting with the state
would know more than what Merman
stated in the article. “We’re confident that
there will be continued funding for the
project,” Merman said. “It’s all about
getting trucks off the road. That’s how
this all got started.”

It’s not all about getting trucks off the
road. Is Merman unaware of Fuller’s claim
of servicing of local businesses? This was
a selling point to the Union County free-
holders. If there will be any servicing of
local businesses there will be increased
truck traffic, as well as the necessity of
truck depots along the line.

Fuller, when asked, has never listed
potential customers. Probably because
Fuller doesn’t want officials and the pub-
lic to know that we will be subsidizing the
mega-billion dollar company that M&E

is storing pellets for or the rail cars that
Fuller publicly admitted do not fit in the
Bayway property. Fuller also claimed towns
would benefit by the restoration process.

Roselle, a financially strapped town, hasn’t
seen a cent in the last seven years. Why can’t
these big companies pay their own way?

Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Give Thanks for All We Enjoy As
Citizens of Free and Prosperous Nation

This week we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for most
of us means the coming together of family and friends, a
smorgasbord of delights ranging from turkey to pumpkin
pie, and perhaps the big football game — all made
especially festive by brilliant autumn hues and the start of
the holiday season.

At such a busy time of year, with so much to prepare for,
it is easy to take for granted the privileges and opportuni-
ties most of us experience daily as citizens of the United
States, but which are a luxury or non-existent in many
other parts of the world. The majority of us need not
wonder how we will feed, shelter, educate or obtain
medical care for their children. We need not fear persecu-
tion or worse because of cultural or religious differences,
nor the threat that an armed conflict could wipe out our
home, our town or our entire way of life in a single day.

We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our own
leaders. We can travel outside our homeland, associate
with whom we choose, and pursue our dreams as far as our

ambition and hard work will take us, regardless of our
background.

It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims cour-
age to venture across the Atlantic to begin new lives in an
unfamiliar and uncharted land; that fueled the American
colonists’ fight for independence more than a century
afterwards and inspired countless men and women to risk
their lives in defense of these freedoms ever since. While
our society is not flawless, and there are many within our
own borders who struggle against hunger, homelessness
and other woes, we continue to stand tall for our strength
as a nation and for the ideals we represent.

So as you sit around your holiday table, take an extra
moment to contemplate the many things for which we
have to be grateful. Then take another moment to remem-
ber all of those people, both here and abroad, who face a
daily battle just to survive, live with dignity, or carve out
a better tomorrow for their children. And to all our
readers, and your families — our best wishes for a happy
and healthy Thanksgiving Day.

Superintendent Disagrees with Editorial Unless it Was a
Clarion Call for All to realize We live in a Different Time

I am at a loss to explain why last week’s
editorial [The Westfield Leader] assumed
that I am not working to cut costs in the 10
public schools in Westfield. Of course I
considered whether the assistant princi-
pal position in Westfield High School
should be filled at this time! As I do
several times in the course of the day, I
looked at data to determine if this was an
opportunity to cut costs. As the superin-
tendent of the Westfield Schools, I realize
that public education is not immune from
the economic problems facing our town,
our state, our country and the world.

The Leader covers every meeting of
the Westfield Board of Education and
reports on the events at every meeting. A
review of some of these articles would
find that the members of the board and I
have been working proactively to serve
our growing student body in a time of

decreasing resources.
In last week’s edition of this paper, a

front-page article detailed an assessment
of our Leaps and Bounds program. This
program not only meets the needs of our
students and parents, it has also saved
money over the last few years. Previous
editions of The Leader have reported that
we eliminated an assistant principal posi-
tion last year because of a decrease in
enrollment in one of our schools. Report-
ers from this newspaper have also de-
tailed personnel cuts recently made that
were challenged by members of the pub-
lic.

The analysis I conducted to determine
if the assistant principal position should
be filled included comparisons to other
high schools and to previous years. As
reported on the most recent State School
Report Card, the student/administrator

ratio across New Jersey was 181.3 to 1
compared to Westfield High School’s
ratio of 268.3 to 1. I also reviewed the
student/administrative ratio over the past
thirty years in Westfield High School and
determine that we now have the highest
ratio with the exception of one year.

Had last week’s editorial been a clarion
call that all of us have to realize we are
living in a different time when personnel
reductions will be inevitable in all areas,
including education, I would have been in
agreement. Based on the current state of
the economy, I anticipate that we will
face the elimination of more positions in
the schools as we go forward. The as-
sumption that we had not already begun
to address this is incorrect.

Margaret Dolan, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Westfield Schools

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senal – Spanish for a landmark
2. Worral – A lizard-like animal with a

forked tongue
3. Potamian – A soft-shelled river tor-

toise
4. Hirple – To limp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

POURRIDIE
1. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
2. A nightgown
3. Any of various fungus growths which

decay the roots of vines
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

REQUIN
1. A shark
2. A battle ax or mace
3. A sperm whale
4. A nectarine

MICHE
1. To cheat or defraud
2. To hide or sneak
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Literary works

TREAGUE
1. To coil or wind round
2. Of an alien or foreign nature
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin of

sheep
4. A truce

Senator Lesniak
Comments On State

Economic Legislation
The legislation we are considering to-

day [Monday, November 24, 2008] rep-
resents nothing less than the future of the
State of New Jersey. If it does not pass, we
will see the words of Bruce Springsteen’s
“My Hometown” come true: ‘These jobs
are going boys and they ain’t commin’
back.’

In his recent speech to the Legislature,
Governor Jon Corzine proposed a finan-
cial recovery package that will spur eco-
nomic growth, create jobs and lessen the
pain of many of our residents in danger of
losing their homes. But for that economic
recovery to continue and grow, we need
the tools in this legislation.

I am drafting legislation that will re-
form the Fair Housing Act so we can see
affordable housing being built and jobs
created for our working families. But for
that legislation to succeed, we need the
legislation we are considering today.

Our colleges and universities are the
cornerstone of our economy. If we want
to retain and attract high paying jobs, and
we do, we must help them meet their
infrastructure needs. The best companies
with the best paying jobs need to partner
with the best institutions of higher learn-
ing. This legislation will help them meet
some of their needs to build and upgrade
their facilities.

Investors have not gone out of the
business of investing. They are just in
hibernation. This legislation will help
wake them up and invest in New Jersey’s
future.

High property taxes have made New
Jersey unaffordable for many. This legis-
lation will help our towns increase ratables
and ease the property tax burden on
homeowners.

Make no mistake about it, what Joe
Biden predicted in a different context,
confronts our state today. We are being
tested. Our survival as a state literally
hangs in the balance.

Now is not the time to tinker, to worry
about upsetting applecarts or to be timid.
New Jersey is at a crossroad. If we are
bold and visionary, if we choose wisely,
we will take the road that leads to the
economic Promised Land. If we remain
stuck in our ways and choose poorly and
stay on the road we’ve been traveling on,
we will see a constant deterioration of the
quality of life in our state. The conse-
quences are that severe. I kid you not. We
are in a crisis and must not stand idly by
while our residents suffer.

This legislation does not get us to the
economic Promised Land, but it gives us
a road map and paves the way to get there.

Sen. Ray Lesniak (LD-20)
Union

Town Atty’s Response
Was Appropriate

We must take issue with Ms.
Augustine’s attack on our [Westfield]
town attorney, Robert Cockren. Ms. Au-
gustine may be an attorney, as are many,
many of us in town. However, she is
either uninformed on constitutional mat-
ters or is unable to analytically think
through the positions she advocates.

The constitutional rights of our citi-
zens young and old must be considered
and weighed before any ordinance is
passed. Moreover, the adoption of an
unwise ordinance could prove quite costly
for the town should enforcement be chal-
lenged in a court proceeding in which a
winning plaintiff could not only be
awarded damages but also attorneys’ fees
(which are often far more than compensa-
tory damages).

We are very fortunate to have Mr.
Cockren’s informed advice on such mat-
ters. His measured response was entirely
appropriate for the issues presented.

Rich and Denise Ricci
Westfield

Power of Democracy
Lies in Education

January 20, 2009, is destined to be a
day that will live in our nation’s history
for years to come. On that day, Barack
Obama becomes our nation’s 44th Presi-
dent. Our country will break another bar-
rier in the long climb toward social equal-
ity. His inauguration represents to every
child in this country that there are no
limits to what hard work and a commit-
ment to a good education can bring.

We believe the message of hope in
Obama’s personal story is so compelling,
that every child in New Jersey should
have the opportunity to watch as he be-
comes President and to hear his inaugural
address. There is a wonderful irony that
the day preceding the inauguration is
Martin Luther King Day – what more
appropriate way to recognize the heroism
and foresight of Dr. King than to have our
children witness part of Dr. King’s dream
being realized. What an important lesson
for every school-age child to know that
the power of democracy lies in education,
and to understand that in America, be-
cause we value education and provide
public education for all, there is at least
the hope of leveling the playing field for
those who strive for success.

Given our current economic challenges,
Obama’s rise from the humble economic
circumstances of his youth is a reminder
that our hopes for the future rest with the
education of our children. In Highland
Park, we made the decision to share this
momentous occasion with the entire
school community. We ask the Governor,
Commissioner of Education, New Jerey
School Boards Association and the New
Jersey Education Association to jointly
encourage all schools in the State to pro-
vide the opportunity for the children, fac-
ulty and staff to watch the inauguration on
Jan. 20. Our children deserve to feel a part
of this moment and to be able to say to
their children, “I witnessed this profound
historical event.”

Wendy Saiff, President BOE
Sarah Vacca,  Ed. Assoc.

Highland Park
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Obama Can’t Do It All;
We Must Help Ourselves

President-elect Barack Obama hasn’t taken office yet,
but he appears to be building a good team in preparation
for takeover in January. All Americans must pull for his
success, but he can’t do it all. There’s no magic wand of
stimulus from the top-down that will solve our problems.
We must help ourselves and share the burden unselfishly.
The strength of our society is from the bottom up. The
further away one gets to Trenton, Washington, D.C., or to
the boardroom, the weaker the fabric has proven to be.

At best, one can demand or hope that Trenton, Washing-
ton, D.C., and the boardroom end the corruption, malfea-
sance and bungling – or help if they can, otherwise get out
of the way.

So far, our officials are afraid to be candid with the
public that “the king has no clothes” – meaning restruc-
turing is essential at all levels, whether it be at General
Motors, the New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) or
Carla Katz’s Communications Workers of America union.

There is no money, and past promises can’t be met; they
never could be. We wonder which official will be first to
acknowledge this and make the clarion call for restructur-
ing and sacrifice. In our minds, that person will move
from being just an elected official and politician to being
a “leader by deed” and deserving of esteem. Would such
a leader be set up as a scapegoat? Is this the reason for
none of them displaying the requisite daring?

Or is it that the issues seem so complex to them that they
are paralyzed from action? To this, we note that many told
Alexander The Great that the Gordian Knot was too
complex to be undone.

Governor Jon Corzine continues dreadfully in search of
a magic bullet, the Golden Fleece, or hopes to conjure
another twisting misdirection to forestall the inevitable.

Last week, he proposed to delay pension payments to the
public employees fund from municipalities and counties
(see page 2). Isn’t this just more of the poison we’ve been
fed over the last several years? The Governor has even
called for the federal government to give states $700
billion in bailout money to mask the malfeasance.

More spending legislation, devoid of restructuring, is
being deliberated this week in Trenton. On this page, state
Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth) writes what
appears to us to be a letter of desperation or a scare tactic
– pass these spending plans or “The consequences are that
severe. I kid you not.”

The NJEA aired TV ads last week promoting how the
public must further the funding of its interests. Seems as
if they are in no mood for shared sacrifice and restructur-
ing. In view of matters today: “How selfish,” it strikes us.

Last week, we wrote of an example in which restructur-
ing could start locally by suggesting that the vacant vice
principal post at Westfield High School be left unfilled for
financial reasons. It was not an attack on the school
system, but an example in our minds of how the “longest
journey begins with the first step.”

The school system is one of our strongest institutions as
referenced at the beginning of this article. Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan writes today on this page that
she might agree with the editorial had it been a “clarion
call”; we like her suggestion so well that let’s “Make it so”
as Jean-Luc Picard would say.

President-elect Obama has already taken a strong posi-
tion and promised action on one restructuring matter of
which we agree: Get rid of the BCS football system and
have a national championship playoff. He promises to use
his influence on this (and other matters, we hope).


