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Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Wish Trees Help Needy

SCOTCH PLAINS - The town-
ships of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will again be having the Wish Trees
this year. As the volunteers involved
with this find this to be an important
social service program, so do the do-
nors who have so generously been
able to make things a little easier for
those in need. The trees will be lo-
cated in Scotch Plains Town Hall,
Scotch Plains Public Library,
Fanwood Boro Hall and the Goddard
School on South Ave. in Fanwood
starting on December 1 until Decem-
ber 18, 2008.

You may pick a gift tag for an item/
items from the tree, purchase the item
and return to Scotch Plains Tax
Assessor’s office, Rm. 122, Scotch
Plains. Gift distribution will be on
December 19, 2008. Contact Marie
Davis, (908) 322-6700, extension 1-
204, for information.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Update on NJ Ed. Initiative

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During
Thursday’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes presented an update on the
State Department of Education’s
“Transforming Secondary Education
in New Jersey” initiative.

Ms. Hayes said the impetus behind
the program is a belief by the state
that changes in society and the job
market will require students to have a
certain skill set. To that end, the state
is proposing a more “rigorous” sec-
ondary education plan.

“[The state’s] feeling is we need to
up the stakes in high school,” Ms.
Hayes said.

According to Ms. Hayes, in many

areas of the state’s curriculum pro-
posals the district is on par with the
recommendations. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood already requires 120 cred-
its for graduation (which the state is
proposing) and in many subject areas
the district meets or exceeds the state’s
plan.

“We’re pretty much in a good place
relative to what they’re expecting,”
Mr. Hayes said.

One of the major changes the state
proposes is requiring all students to
take algebra I and II, geometry, biol-
ogy, chemistry and a 2.5-credit course
in economics. Students would also
take five credits in a foreign language
followed by a proficiency assessment.
The state also seeks to integrate test-
ing in algebra I and II, biology, geom-
etry, language arts and literacy and a

second science course. Another as-
pect of the plan includes a career-
focused mentoring program for stu-
dents beginning in sixth grade.

Although board members said they
agree with the intention behind the
state’s proposal, they also expressed
concern over the practical implemen-
tation of the plan, particularly when
many districts are facing financial
difficulties. There is also concern
about the impact these proposed
changes could have on special needs
children.

“We’re moving as a district in a
direction of exploring options to
evolve,” Board President Trip
Whitehouse said. “I don’t know if
this is necessarily the preferred blue
print.”

Ms. Hayes said there is no specific
timetable for the implementation of
any of the state’s proposed changes
since the plan is still being discussed
by the Department of Education.

“Some of these things are still in
flux at the state department level,”
Ms. Hayes said.

In other business, the board heard
the 2007-2008 audit report from Heidi
Wohlleb, a representative from
Nisivoccia and Company, an account-
ing firm located in Mount Arlington.
Ms. Wohlleb said the district is “in
very good condition financially” but
did make a few suggestions to the
board. These recommendations in-
clude reorganizations to the district’s
capital project and fixed asset records
and reorganization of the student ac-
tivities account. Overall, Ms. Wohlleb
said the district is well run.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING PARADE…Retired Macy’s executive and Westfield resident Lenore Scurry received the
Distinguished Service Award at the 42nd Annual Captains Awards Dinner, on November 10, for her 38 years of service with
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Ms. Scurry started as a clown and now heads the parade’s clown committee,
coordinating over 800 clowns – getting them dressed and prepared, starting at 5:30 a.m. She has enlisted several young people
from the area over the years to help with the parade. Pictured, left to right, are: alligator clown and Ms. Scurry.

Area Stores Working to Increase
Holiday Sales in Sluggish Economy

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The true effect of the
current economic woes on holiday
sales won’t be known for a few weeks,
but a survey of area proprietors indi-
cates that many are working
proactively to make this a good holi-
day season for both customers and
businesses alike.

Jeff Stein of Incentives USA in
Scotch Plains, said, “There are great
products and services right here in
Scotch Plains. Businesses can get cre-
ative and compete with the big box
stores out on the highway. The key is
to differentiate, and use effective
marketing to reach customers. When
you shop locally, the merchants get to
know you by name, are accommodat-
ing, have a smile and a kind word.

Little Shop of Comics, a long-time
store in Scotch Plains, eight months
ago moved to a more visible location
on Park Avenue. They invested by
expanding their wares and enhancing
their in-store look. “We are pleas-
antly surprised with the newfound
traffic,” said proprietor Steve Olsen.
“It’s like being old and new again.”
Steve and his wife, Lena, said they
have a variety of items to interest
customers for the holidays and are
ardently seeking to let them know
with post cards, e-mails, advertising
and storefront displays.

Mr. Stein said that Scotch Plains
has one advantage in that 30,000 cars
pass by everyday on Park Avenue. He
predicts for the holiday season: “All
of the financial analysts are going to
be surprised. It’s going to be Christ-
mas as usual. There are so many posi-
tives to shop locally. The best thing is
that you don’t have to stand in a long
line, and the convenience just can’t
be beat.”

Naomi McElynn, president of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said if people decide to shop
locally to conserve gas, it serves as a
“reminder” that all shopping needs
can be met in downtown Westfield.

“Our local businesses need you to
support them in this holiday season,”
she continued; “There is no need to
head to a nearby mall. Our shops have
everything you need, from practical
to whimsical, and if you need help
locating an item or shop, please con-
tact the chamber of commerce at
westfieldareachamber.com.

Ms. McElynn said the town would
try to increase foot traffic by holding
a “downtown Santa” event in which a
number of area merchants have agreed
to participate to pay for Santa to pro-
vide goodies for children.

The event, to take place December
13, will feature Santa greeting chil-
dren outside the old Tarpley space
from 2 until 5 p.m. Windows will be
decorated, and signage will be placed
to drum up a festive atmosphere.

In addition, the Westfield Tree
Lighting, to be held this Sunday, will
be carried live on NJ 12 for the first
time ever.

“It gives us the opportunity for our
community to shine,” Ms. McElynn
said.

The Gift House at Williams Nurs-
ery, located at 524 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield, has been trans-

formed into a holiday wonderland.
The show room is filled with all things
Christmas, from wreaths to angels to
ornaments, while the gardens and
greenhouses are packed with poin-
settias and Christmas trees.

“The weekend of December 5 to 7
is ‘Trees for Troops’ weekend,” ex-
plained owner Dave Williams. Cus-

tomers can purchase a live Christmas
tree, add a message, and FEDEX will
deliver it to United States troops. Trees
for troops may also be ordered online
through Williams’s website, williams-
nursery.com.

This holiday season, Williams
Nursery is also featuring a special

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL ABLAZE...The vacant home (pictured) on North Avenue across from
Charlie Brown’s restaurant is spewing flames from the attic last Sunday. See story
on this page and more photos at goleader.com.

Morning Fire Rips Through
Vacant Scotch Plains Home

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Firefighters
from five towns battled a North Av-
enue house fire on Sunday morning.
The blaze was extinguished in 90
minutes.

Township Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the fire began at 9:34 a.m.
in a wall-based light switch on the
first floor and spread through the space
between the wall and roof, engulfing
the second floor in the process. He
said the fire was not suspicious in
nature.

Chief Ellis said when firefighters
arrived on the scene, heavy smoke
was coming from the single-family
home, but no flames were evident

at first.
“The house was vacant. The ten-

ants moved out about a week ago,”
Chief Ellis said. He said the home-
owner had been cleaning the home on
Saturday night and that the electricity
was still connected.

“There was heavy damage to both
floors,” Chief Ellis said, adding that
the electricity and water have since
been shut off.

Some 30 firefighters from Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Cranford were on the scene.
One Westfield firefighter sustained
an injury when a nail from debris
punctured the side of his boot. He
was treated and released from Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Scotch Plains TV Honored
With Programming Awards

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Alli-
ance for Community Media (ACM),
a national nonprofit organization rep-
resenting more than 3,000 commu-
nity access television channels, re-
cently awarded Scotch Plains Televi-
sion its 2008 Hometown Video Award
for Excellence in Public, Educational
and Government Access Program-
ming.

“We’re fortunate to have the sup-
port of the community,” station man-
ager William McMeekan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week. He paid tribute to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student
volunteers, who “worked really hard”
and “are really vested in the channel,”
which is available on channel 34 for
Comcast customers and channel 22
for Verizon Fios users. The students,
he said, “are involved in every as-
pect” of the channel’s operations,
which, he said, “is unusual for any
channel and also kind of neat.”

At the township council’s meeting
earlier this month, when ACM’s
plaque of recognition was presented
to the council for display in the mu-
nicipal building, several residents —
including some of those high school
students — thanked Mr. McMeekan
for the opportunity to be involved
with the station’s operations, which
include televising council meetings,
high school sporting events and youth
baseball games, the monthly “Raider
News” program originating from the
high school, community events such
as the Memorial Day Parade and a
variety of feature programming.

Mike Dempsey, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-

ball Association, thanked Mr.
McMeekan for televising some of the
league’s games this past summer. Sta-
tion volunteer George Gowen, a few
decades removed from high school,
called Mr. McMeekan “the pied piper”
of Scotch Plains Television.

Mr. McMeekan said the station did
“great, solid production work” in the
past few years on such events as the
Union County MusicFest in
Nomahegan Park, the early morning
fire that destroyed the Charlie Brown’s
in early 2007 and the recording of a
new album by Scotch Plains native
Pat DiNizio, the leader of the
Smithereens rock group.

In addition to the award for overall
excellence, Scotch Plains Television
was given 2008 Hometown Video
Awards for “Best Local Performance
Coverage” and “Best Government
Activities Production” for its 2007
MusicFest coverage, which was done
with a crew of 30 over a 10-hour
period. Two years ago, the station
received Hometown Video Awards
for its documentary, which is still
replayed on the station, on the Union
County Fire Academy and for its cov-
erage of President George W. Bush’s
2005 visit to Westfield.

Mr. McMeekan, who teaches En-
glish at the high school, told The
Times that he feels the station is “fi-
nally settling in” after the past few
years when formal control of the
station’s operations switched back
and forth between the municipal gov-
ernment and the high school. The
local government is now responsible
for the station’s operations, and Mr.
McMeekan’s position, which he as-
sumed last April, is a part-time post
funded by the municipal government.

FSP Rotary Links
Students to Business
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rotarians

from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains club
welcomed Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students into their busi-
nesses and organizations on Novem-
ber 19 through its “Linking Leaders”
program.

The students, members of the Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America,
experienced first-hand the inner de-
tails and hard work required to serve
the public. Joe Franzone of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district se-
lected the students and matched them
with the professionals.

Rotary members annually provide
students with this experience followed
by lunch to share what they learned.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club meets each Wednesday at
12:15 p.m. for lunch at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch
Plains. Guests are welcome. For more
information, call Michael Dietrich at
(908) 789-3175, or e-mail
michael.dietrich@ubs.com.
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Coronato to Remain Active
On Afford. Housing Issues

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With her
tenure on the township council wind-
ing down after eight years, Council-
woman Paulette Coronato says she is
hoping to remain on the planning
board—where she’s served since the
mid-1980s —so she can continue to
work on Scotch Plains’ affordable
housing obligations that she says
threaten to “change the suburbs into
mini-urban areas.”

Mrs. Coronato’s second four-year
term on the council ends next month,
and she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, “I saw my whole
journey as being an advocate for the
community and for the residents”
dating back to her work in the 1980’s
first as a community activist fighting
the state’s Mt. Laurel affordable hous-
ing mandates and then as a new mem-

ber of the planning board.
Mrs. Coronato ran unsuccessfully

for the council in 1998 before win-
ning her first term in 2000 with 58
percent of the vote and being re-
elected in 2004 with 53 percent. She
says she has no regrets at not seeking
a third term.

“Eight years on the council was
plenty of time to do the things I thought
were necessary for Scotch Plains,”
she said. “After eight years, it’s time
for new blood with fresh ideas. After
eight years, you can feel a little stale
in your thinking.” Mrs. Coronato’s
council seat will be filled by Repub-
lican Mary DePaola, who was elected
earlier this month.

Looking back on her eight years on
the governing body, Mrs. Coronato
said that when she ran in 1998 and
then in 2000, “The main thing we
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Happy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy Thanksgiving

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A MESSAGE OF THANKS…A capacity crowd of 286 worshipers gathered at Fanwood Presbyterian Church on Monday
as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association, which covers all denominations and is represented by all rabbis,
priests and ministers in the area, presented its annual Thanksgiving service. The event rotates each year to a different house
of worship. The choir from Temple Sholom, located at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, teamed with the church’s choir
to sing Psalm 150. Reverend Kelmo Porter, senior pastor of St. John’s Baptist Church in Scotch Plains, delivered the
Thanksgiving address, with a theme of thankfulness that covered all aspects of religion.

SHOPPING FUN...The Little Shop of Comics in Scotch Plains is all set to make
shopping fun this season.


