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DWC Debates Budget,
Mayor’s Dept. Guidelines

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Monday
evening, the board of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) de-
bated its 2009 budget and discussed
whether Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
guidelines for budget cuts applied to
them. Also discussed were plans for
holiday season promotions.

The mayor has requested that all
town departments and boards create
two budgets for 2009, one with a 5-
percent spending reduction, the other
with a 10-percent reduction. Funding
for the DWC comes from a tax sur-
charge applied to properties within
the district. The surcharge is dedi-
cated to operation of the DWC and its
programs.

Board Chairman Dominick Verdic
said, as a property owner, he feels
“most merchants probably would
want to keep promotions up.” Mr.
Verdic also said that reducing DWC
spending would not benefit the bulk
of taxpayers, would likely create ex-
tra work for the town government by
forcing them to reduce the surcharge,
and his understanding is that using
the Special Improvement District’s
(SID) fund for other purposes would
be illegal.

The mayor’s designee, Andy
Wasserman, commented that if the
“mindset is to save [the] town money,
then it’s not applicable here.” Frank
Arena, the council liaison to the DWC,
commented that DWC spending
“doesn’t affect [most] taxpayers.” Mr.
Verdic commented further saying that
if cuts are demanded, “the only people
you’re going to hurt are the people
paying the taxes.”

A preliminary budget has been as-
sembled by DWC Executive Director

Sherry Cronin and Board Treasurer
Lee Hale, but they said it was not
sufficiently developed to discuss fur-
ther at Monday’s meeting.

One topic that was discussed was
the restriction of a current fund bal-
ance of just over $188,000 and chang-
ing an existing restriction on more
than $46,000 to earmark the funds for
streetscape projects. An actual mo-
tion on the change was postponed at
the suggestion of Mr. Hale, who said
acting on the idea prior to comment
by Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
absent because of his birthday, seemed
inappropriate.

Non-budgetary matters discussed
focused on holiday season promo-
tions. Two differences that will be
noticeable to visitors to the down-
town are the cancellation of the down-
town trolleys, a cost-cutting move
because the trolleys were utilized by
relatively few shoppers, and exten-
sion of free parking to the pay lots in
addition to street meters. The free
parking period runs from December
17 through December 28. Time limits
apply to prevent inappropriate usage.

A newly developed program,
“Miracle on Elm Street,” offers $1,000
in prizes to be randomly awarded to
entrants who offer their top three rea-
sons of why they love downtown
Westfield. The reasons will likely be
used in future testimonial-based ad-
vertising. Five prizes are to be awarded
and range from $50 to $500, consist-
ing of gifts, dining and parking cards/
tokens. Contest entries may be sub-
mitted from Thanksgiving to New
Year’s Day at a special mailbox
erected at the former Wachovia Bank
building at Elm and East Broad
Streets.

IN MEMORY…Robert Villane’s memory is honored in a ceremony at
Mindowaskin Park with the family’s donation of a beautiful bench. Pictured, left
to right, are: Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Michael Villane, Don Villane,
David Villane and William Villane, Jr.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING PARADE…Retired Macy’s executive and Westfield resident Lenore Scurry received the
Distinguished Service Award at the 42nd Annual Captains Awards Dinner, on November 10, for her 38 years of service with
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Ms. Scurry started as a clown and now heads the parade’s clown committee,
coordinating over 800 clowns  – getting them dressed and prepared, starting at 5:30 a.m. She has enlisted several young
people from the area over the years to help with the parade. Pictured, left to right, are: alligator clown and Ms. Scurry.

Area Stores Working to Increase
Holiday Sales in Sluggish Economy

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – The true effect of the
current economic woes on holiday
sales won’t be known for a few weeks,
but a survey of area proprietors indi-
cates that many are working
proactively to make this a good holi-
day season for both customers and
businesses alike.

Naomi McElynn, president of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said if people decide to shop
locally to conserve gas, it serves as a
“reminder” that all shopping needs
can be met in downtown Westfield.

“Our local businesses need you to
support them in this holiday season,”
she continued; “There is no need to
head to a nearby mall. Our shops have
everything you need, from practical
to whimsical, and if you need help
locating an item or shop, please con-
tact the chamber of commerce at
westfieldareachamber.com.

Ms. McElynn said the town would
try to increase foot traffic by holding
a “downtown Santa” event in which a
number of area merchants have agreed
to participate to pay for Santa to pro-
vide goodies for children.

The event, to take place Saturday,
December 13, will feature Santa greet-
ing children outside the old Tarpley
space from 2 until 5 p.m. Windows
will be decorated, and signage will be
placed to drum up a festive atmo-
sphere.

In addition, the Westfield Tree
Lighting, to be held this Sunday, will
be carried live on News12 for the first
time ever.

“It gives us the opportunity for our
community to shine,” Ms. McElynn
said.

Jeff Stein of Incentives USA in
Scotch Plains said, “There are great
products and services right here in
Scotch Plains. Businesses can get cre-
ative and compete with the big box
stores out on the highway. The key is
to differentiate and use effective mar-
keting to reach customers. When you
shop locally, the merchants get to
know you by name, are accommodat-
ing, have a smile and a kind word.

Little Shop of Comics, a long time
store in Scotch Plains, eight months
ago moved to a more visible location
on Park Avenue. They invested by
expanding their wares and enhancing
their in-store look. “We are pleas-
antly surprised with the newfound
traffic,” said proprietor Steve Olsen.
“It’s like being old and new again.”
Steve and his wife, Lena, have a vari-
ety of items to interest customers for
the holidays and are ardently seeking
to let them know with post cards, e-
mails, advertising and storefront dis-
plays.

Mr. Stein notes that Scotch Plains
has one advantage in that 30,000 cars

pass by everyday on Park Avenue. He
predicts for the holiday season: “All
of the financial analysts are going to
be surprised. It’s going to be Christ-
mas as usual. There are so many posi-
tives to shop locally. The best thing is
that you don’t have to stand in a long
line, and the convenience just can’t
be beat.”

The Gift House at Williams Nurs-
ery, located at 524 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield, has been trans-
formed into a holiday wonderland.
The show room is filled with all things
Christmas, from wreaths to angels to
ornaments, while the gardens and
greenhouses are packed with poin-
settias and Christmas trees.

“The weekend of December 5 to 7
is ‘Trees for Troops’ weekend,” ex-
plained owner Dave Williams. Cus-
tomers can purchase a live Christmas
tree, add a message, and FEDEX will
deliver it to United States troops. Trees
for troops may also be ordered online
through Williams’s website, williams-
nursery.com.

This holiday season, Williams
Nursery is also featuring a special
Rutgers Football Ornament for $30.
Ten percent of the sale of the orna-
ment will be donated to the Rutgers
Gardens. In addition, Williams Nurs-
ery is brightening its holiday ambi-
ence by lighting the gardens with
“green” LED bulbs.

Kurt Christoffers of Christoffers
Flowers & Gifts, located at 860 Moun-
tain Avenue in Mountainside, pur-
chased inventory that is“conservative
in price but still has a unique quality
to it.” The store offers items from
floral arrangements to home furnish-
ings to silk flowers, old-fashioned

Morning Fire Rips Through
Vacant Scotch Plains Home

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
ALL-ABLAZE...A vacant home on North Avenue across from Charlie Brown’s
restaurant spews flames from its attic last Sunday. See story at right and more
photos at goleader.com.

ornaments and hostess gifts.
 “We are certainly encouraged that

customers have responded to the prod-
ucts we brought in, and there doesn’t
seem to be resistance to the more
expensive products,” he said. Mr.
Christoffers also said the store has a
tradition of making sure its custom-
ers are not only happy with their
purchases but with the presentation
of the gifts as well.

“We gift-wrap everything, so it
makes a nice presentation,” he said,
noting the store’s professional staff
are not just sales staff, but “consult-
ants” who want customers to be “ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Firefighters
from five towns battled a North Av-
enue house fire on Sunday morning.
The blaze was extinguished in 90
minutes.

Township Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the fire began at 9:34 a.m.
in a wall-based light switch on the
first floor and spread through the space
between the wall and roof, engulfing
the second floor in the process. He
said the fire was not suspicious in
nature.

Chief Ellis said when firefighters
arrived on the scene, heavy smoke
was coming from the single-family
home, but no flames were evident

at first.
“The house was vacant. The ten-

ants moved out about a week ago,”
Chief Ellis said. He said the home-
owner had been cleaning the home on
Saturday night and that the electricity
was still connected.

“There was heavy damage to both
floors,” Chief Ellis said, adding that
the electricity and water have since
been shut off.

Nearly three-dozen firefighters
from Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Springfield, Summit and Cranford
were on the scene. One Westfield
firefighter sustained an injury when
a nail from debris punctured the side
of his boot. He was treated and re-
leased from Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Family Remembers
Robert Villane

WESTFIELD – Robert Villane, a
fourth generation Westfielder who
passed away on November 6, 2006,
was remembered during a service this
November 6 at the bandstand in
Mindowaskin Park. As a brother,
uncle, nephew and son, he was hon-
ored with the donation of a mahogany
and iron bench by his family through
the Friends of Mindowaskin.

Nearly 75 family members and
friends were in attendance as the
Villanes announced they were work-
ing with NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) and the Michael’s
Journals Foundation to further the
awareness and sensitivity towards
mental illness in Union County.

For more information on the orga-
nizations, e-mail NAMI at
nami.union.nj@nami.org or The
Friends of Mindowaskin at
mindowaskin@verizon.net.

Happy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy Thanksgiving
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Westfield, Cranford Residents Voice
Resounding ‘No’ to Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Residents of
Westfield and Cranford on Monday
had their first chance to make com-
ments to the Cranford planning board
regarding the application for a 120-
foot cell tower proposed for place-
ment at the Cranford Swimming Club
on County Park Drive, which borders
on Westfield. In this yearlong battle,
Westfield and Cranford homeowners
who live adjacent to or near the swim
club have opposed the application to
erect a cell phone tower.

The applicant, SMSA Limited Part-
nership, composed of Verizon, AT&T
and T-Mobile, seeks use, height and
setback variances to place the mono-
pole and an equipment shelter in a
residential zone at the Cranford Swim-
ming Club.

Austin Habib of Manitou Circle in
Westfield said to the board, “you have
the right to disapprove” the applica-
tion based on the interests of the
community, adding that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC)
cannot force the municipality to ap-
prove it.

He voiced concerns of the possible
health risks of frequencies the tower
would emit, noting how government
in the past had said certain materials,
such as mercury, were harmless, only
to learn later that they were harmful
to humans. He also said research he
found on the Internet stated that mono-
poles can reduce a home’s value by
up to 50 percent.

Mark O’Neil of 56 Manitou Circle
said, “for me, it began with the pre-
sumption that it is not allowed.” He
said there is “sufficient reason” to not

approve the application. He called
the board’s imminent decision a “bal-
ancing test” of legality and the com-
munity perspective.

He said a realtor said to him re-
cently that a couple heard about the
cell tower case and dropped out of
looking at a home in the area. “It’s
perception. It affects the value of
everyone’s house.”

Mr. O’Neil said, “It’s not a consti-
tutional issue,” adding, “we have land
lines for phones, cable lines for
phones. Certainly cell phone service
doesn’t rise to the level of need of a
water line or electrical line.”

“Look at how many people are
against this application. The majority
should weigh on your minds,” he said.

He called the tower an “eyesore.”
Mr. O’Neil said if the cell tower

was approved, the swim club would
be changing its use to a commercial
property by renting its space and prof-
iting off of the lease. “At the end of
the day, it is fundamentally unfair,”
he said.

Paul Fuller of Cranford reiterated
Mr. O’Neil’s statement, saying this
application is not a variance but a
rezoning issue.

“We are looking to you guys to
help us stop this,” he said. “It’s a
bottom line majority issue...You
haven’t shown it’s beneficial to the
neighborhood.”

Myron Kesselhaut of 44 Manitou
Circle lives the closest to the pro-
posed location of the tower and said
he bought his home 40 years ago
because he had a “pristine property.”
He said if the tower goes up it would
be 14 feet from his yard where his
grandchildren play and would im-
pinge on his view. “I want my grand-
children to play with no problems,”
he said. “I want to enjoy my final days
there.”

Charles Rauch of 20 Manitou Circle
cited visual and noise pollution and
lowered property values as the im-
pact to the neighborhood surround-
ing the tower site. The rapid improve-
ments in technology and how techno-
logical devices have been made
smaller for the same or more use are
proven, he said, adding that the same
could happen to how cell phone ser-
vice is provided.

Frank Krause of Cranford said one
variance was “overlooked,” citing the
tower site is 15 feet from county
parklands, where 50 feet is required.

Andrea Bergman of 40 Nomahegan
Court in Cranford said the board
should vote no, “if you on the board
truly represent the residents of
Cranford and not the big money inter-
est.”

“Please say no. It’s the right thing
to do,” said Mary Valanzano of
Nomahegan Court.

Prior to resident comments,
Michael Shuvart, a resident of
Manatoa Circle in Westfield, was re-
called to the stand. He testified about
advertisements he saw for the three
cell phone carriers and how each of
their websites has a user option to
type in an address to see the result of
coverage in the area. He said all three
carriers showed sufficient coverage
in the proposed cell site location.

The applicant’s attorney, Gregory
Meese, stated that footnotes on the
ads said maps produced may include
no service areas, limited or no cover-
age areas and does not guarantee ser-
vice, coverage and availability.

John Schmidt, the attorney repre-
senting the residents opposed to the
application, said the maps stated that
they showed the strongest coverage
numbers resulting in good or better

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
STORES ON DISPLAY...Ed Menapace of “the farmhouse store” in Westfield on 221
South Avenue East holds a unique piece of art surrounded by the store’s 2008
Christmas decorations and many surprises awaiting holiday shoppers.
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Denise Jackson of Williams Nursery on Springfield Avenue
in Westfield shows off a festive wreath in front of the Christmas backdrop. The long-
standing family business is ready with many traditional items for holiday shoppers.


