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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

Letters to the EditorWestfield BOE President Clarifies
Speaking and Budget Positions

Writer Deems Public Question
Statements ‘Jumbled Hot Air’

I would like to correct The Westfield
Leader’s reporting of two items on the
Board of Education agenda of November
11. In that meeting, the board approved a
change in one of our by-laws to permit
members of the public who do not reside
in Westfield to speak publicly at our meet-
ings. Although this has always been the
practice of the board, the prior by-law had
limited public comment to members of
the community.

Secondly, I want to make very clear my
statement regarding the district’s legal
obligation to educate students whose In-
dividualized Education Plans are best
achieved through out-of-district place-
ments. We do not, cannot, nor do we want
to turn these children away from an edu-
cational program that best suits their spe-

cial needs.
At the Board of Education meeting on

November 11, I pointed out that our 08-
09 Budget for these placements, which is
determined by the previous year’s enroll-
ment, has already been exceeded. Dr.
Dolan (Superintendent) noted that while
this expense category was also exceeded
last year, it is very unusual to exceed this
budget line in November – so early in the
school year.

As a point of clarification, when a
district spends more than the amount bud-
geted in the account for out-of-district
placements, it will be expected to draw on
reserve funds to meet the cost of new
placements.

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield Bd. of Ed.

Dear County Officials,
As a writer, for clarity, I like to keep

sentences from five to 10 words. On the
recent election ballot, your Public Ques-
tion #1 was a 10-line, 161-word sentence
of collaborative fluff.

One sentence, with one period – ridicu-
lous, jumbled, long-winded, hot air.

Your 15-line “Interpretive Statement”
was even longer and made less sense.

Neither my fellow college-graduate
friends nor their parents understood ei-
ther. You just do this to confuse us, don’t
you? This is why we abhor politics.

Do you even care? Is laborious “play
on words” meant to elicit certain re-
sponses?

Is politics really just a game? If it’s so
important, make it clear to us. My country

and I are not your game to play.
If job cover letters had sentences like

these, the unemployment rate would triple.
And, oh – ditto for Question 2.

See? I’ve made myself clear, right? By
the way, this entire letter is shorter than
your one sentence.

Billy Callahan
Westfield

Editor’s Note: In the interest of clarity,
we’re not sure to whom the writer ad-
dresses his letter. The statements on the
Public Questions published in our Octo-
ber 30 Special Election edition were at-
tributed and verbatim as written by Nina
Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State; and as
appeared on the ballot and as posted by
the State of New Jersey at njelections.org.

It’s Important to Remember the Way
Things Were, Thank You Mayor

I enjoyed Mayor Robert Viglianti’s
first installment of Westfield memories
last week and look forward to reading
parts two and three. It’s important to
remember the way things were in order to
put where we’re going into better per-
spective. His fond recollections of a by-
gone era sparked a few vivid memories of
growing up around town several decades
later.

I, too, recall the convenience and util-
ity of places like Goodfriend’s and Tay-
lor Hardware with their expert staff and
bins filled with everything my father could
need to fix things around the house. My
mother remembers the kindness of Rudy
at Auster’s, who, when she’d asked about
the functions of an appliance, which had
been received as a gift, not only took the
time to explain it but then went into the
back and Xeroxed every page of the in-
struction manual. If we needed anything
else for the home, Made in America was
the place to go. And, yes, the window
display at Milady’s, which at one time
featured a giant brassiere several feet in
diameter, evoked chuckles and left little
doubt as to the nature of the wares inside.

My personal favorite was Tiny Tots
where a kid could wander for hours gaz-
ing at the toys, model trains and hobby
items displayed throughout what seemed
to be a cavernous store laid out on two
levels. It was the place to go when you
needed a gift for a friend’s birthday party.
If a more adult present was needed,
Jeanette’s or Jane Smith would fit the bill.
Cards to accompany those gifts were
picked out at Lancaster’s. It was all in
town for the asking, and quite often I
remember walking or riding a bike from
home, although I don’t recall parking
being much of an issue either.

If those stores didn’t stock what you
needed, Woolworth’s definitely would.
For years the pet section in the back was
supervised by the same kind woman who
would only become stern if you got too

close to the parakeet cages or fish tanks.
There was a counter at which I had my
first “power lunch” with a friend from
Grant School. Here you could also pick a
balloon, which would be ceremoniously
popped to reveal the price of your banana
split.

Another spot for me was the “Lun-
cheonette” at the south end of Prospect
Street. There as a young teen, I stepped
back in time and enjoyed the camaraderie
and unhurried pace of the proprietor Tom.
During the summer, he had huge beef-
steak tomatoes standing at the ready to
top off a sandwich. There were a few
tables, a wooden phone booth in the back
corner, a long counter and friends who
stopped in to pass the time and share old
stories. I did a lot of listening.

Jarvis Drugs on Elm Street had a small
eatery attached that served an award-
winning corn dog, and Hill’s Ice Cream
across the street provided soft-serve
dipped in chocolate and slushes so cold
that “brain freeze” was inevitable. Later,
as high school students, my friends and I
were always welcomed with unflinching
hospitality at The Elm Deli. “Timmy”
smiled and put up with us even though we
lingered much too long after finishing our
food; oftentimes perched on milk crates
because the chairs were all taken.

That’s just a small slice of my Westfield.
All of those sights, sounds and smells are
gone but are most certainly not forgotten.
Everyone who grew up in town carries
indelible impressions, such as these, which
defy the outward changes.

Future generations will have their own
fond recollections. How the face of down-
town will have evolved by then is un-
known, but cherished memories will never
be further away than the trolley tracks still
outlined beneath the asphalt of Elm Street.
One need only use a little imagination to
bring them back to the surface.

William Cort
Fanwood

Sponsors Needed For The Walk in
New Orleans to Help Seniors

Westfield and Union County residents,
please be aware that non-profit senior
living communities and nursing homes in
Louisiana and Mississippi desperately
need our help. Please support the upcom-
ing Walk To Move Forward in New Or-
leans (February 5 and 7, 2009) to benefit
70 non-profit sites serviced by the Gulf
States Assn. of Homes and Services for
the Aging (GSAHSA). More than 90 per-
cent of these senior-living sites suffered
major damage and resident displacement
during hurricanes Katrina, Gustav and
Ike. Recovery efforts from this devasta-
tion are still in progress.

The walk is part of a hurricane relief
program by the National Association of
Senior Move Managers (NASMM).
NASMM member and Union County resi-

dent Susan Devaney will participate in
The Walk. Susan needs sponsors, and you
can help – 100 percent of donations go
directly to sites serviced by GSAHSA.

To sponsor Susan for The Walk To
Move Forward, go online go to
MovingMavins.com to access and print
the sponsorship application form. Checks
are payable to NASMM. Donate any
amount in $5 increments. Mail your com-
pleted form and check to: Susan Devaney,
c/o Moving Mavins, 630 Prospect Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J.  07090. A receipt
will be mailed to you.

For more information, call (908) 233-
6200. Facsimile number is (908) 233-
6201. Thanks for your support.

T.J. Karns
Union

Thank You Everyone for Supporting
My Candidacy for Congress

It was truly an honor and a privilege to
participate in our great American democ-
racy as a candidate for the U.S. House of
Representatives. My task as a candidate
was not possible without the generosity
of time, money and good wishes for vic-
tory from the many folks in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

From the bottom of my heart, thank
you for all you did to make our campaign
a reality. We lost the election here in New
Jersey’s 7th District, but won the bigger
battle to help elect Barack Obama Presi-

dent of the United States and truly change
the direction of our country.

My memories of this spectacular jour-
ney will be forever defined by the spirit of
all of my friends and supporters and our
determination to restore access to the
American Dream. Thank you for the con-
fidence you placed in me. I will forever
remain grateful for your help.

Thank you!

Linda Stender
Fanwood

WINES WITH
RATINGS OF

Morgante Nero d’Avola
Sicilia 2006
Aromas of crushed blackberry
and asphalt persists in the
mouth with loads of fruit. 
A full-bodied focused and 
delicious red with a great finish.

$13.99Wine Spectator : 90

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, N.J., (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite
Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other
retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Nov. 19 thru Tues., Dec. 2, 2008.

Tiefenbrunner 
Pinot Grigio 
Alto Adige 2007
Pretty and floral on the nose,
with peach and lemon. 
Medium-bodied, with lively 
acidity, beautiful fruit and 
wonderful intensity. Drink now.

$10.99Wine Spectator : 90

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2007
Bright & juicy, with bracing
acidity against lightly sweet,
expressive pear, apricot and
quince aromas and flavors,
remaining vibrant as the finish
persists. Drink now thru 2017.

$17.99Wine Spectator : 91

Arrowood
Chardonnay 2005
A polished Chardonnay with 
an elegant balance to a variety
that often lacks both. 
Ripe tropical fruit, rich oak, 
crisp acidity and mineral 
trimmings.

$21.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Chateau
Lilian Ladouys
St.-Estephe 2003
Very, very pure with plum, 
currant and light spices. 
Full-bodied, with racy, refined
tannins and a long, caressing
finish. Pretty and firm.

$24.99Wine Spectator : 90

Allegrini 
La Grola 2004
Made from super-ripe fruit that
is decidedly structured and
explodes from the glass with
an array of earthiness, 
blackberry preserves, sweet
toasted oak and new leather. 
It too is a superb value. 
Best between 2008-2014.

$18.99Wine Advocate : 90

Simi Russian River
Chardonnay 2005
An utterly delicious wine. It
shows flamboyant, complex 
flavors of tropical fruits, green
apples, pears, butterscotch and
smoky vanilla, with crisp, clean
Russian River acidity. This is a
good value.

$19.99

Matanzas Creek
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
The wine is thoroughly dry and
very crisp in acidity, with a grassy,
lemony, minerally profile that
makes it savory. Approximately
one-fifth was barrel fermented,
adding just the right touch of
cream and smoke.

$16.99Wine Enthusiast : 91

Bodegas LAN
Rioja Reserva
2004
A silky texture carries 
expressive flavors of black
plum, violet, licorice and smoke
in this focused, balanced red.
Has good intensity yet remains
vibrant and accessible. Drink
now thru 2012.

$13.99

Yalumba Museum
Muscat NV 375ml
Exotic, full bodied, rich &
sweet. This amber-hued, rich,
unctuously-textured effort
boasts  luscious aromas &
flavors or marmalade, figs,
chocolate, melted caramel,
toffee & prunes.

$12.99Wine Advocate : 98

Ruffino
Modus 2005
Ruffino’s Modus (a blend of
Sangiovese, Cabernet and
Merlot) boasts thick extraction in
the form of chocolate fudge and
cherry candy. Lighter tones of
apple skin and green herbs pick
up the rear. It’s on the ripe side
with prune-like  flavors.

$19.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Henry’s Drive
Pillar Box Red 2006
Purple-colored, it offers an
enticing,fruity nose including
aromas of cassis, black cherry,
black raspberry and blueberry. 
Full-bodied, ripe and layered
with flavor.

$10.99

Marchese Antinori
Chianti Classico
Riserva 2004
Ripe black cherries, new leather,
menthol, smoke and wild herbs
flow from this sweet, layered
chianti. This wine is approach-
able today, but has the tannic
backbone and stuffing to insure
another decade or so of very
fine drinking.

$24.99Wine Advocate : 91

Rosenblum Petite
Sirah Rhodes 2005
This “monster” boasts blueberry,
currants and dark cherry fruit,
with notes of vanilla and a hint 
of smoke. Perfect with steak,
BBQ beef ribs or split-roasted 
leg of lamb.

$19.99Wine Spectator : 93

Wine Spectator : 90

Yangarra Shiraz 2006
A unique blend of spice and 
blueberry sets this Shiraz apart
from the pack, and pulls away
even further due to a lush creamy
texture and long, mouthcoating 
finish. There’s great purity to the
fruit, but enough peppery spice
from complexity. 

$15.99Wine Enthusiast : 91

St. Clement Oroppas Proprietary Red 2005
It’s deep ruby purple hue is followed by notes of licorice, black 
currants, cedar, bay leaves and toast. Ripe round, medium to 
full-bodied, and opulent. It should drink well for 10-15 years.

$39.99

Chimney Rock Cabernet Sauvignon 2005
Dark red with purple undertone. Beautiful dark fruit aromas of 
blackberry, huckleberry vanilla, cedar, black currant, toffee and 
a hint of lavendar. Lush, full, round and elegant.

$39.99

9090WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

Flora Springs Trilogy 2005
Beautiful deep red, blue and black fruits all intermingle with some
crushed rock, lavender, and spice box in a very scented bouquet. 
In the mouth, it is layered, medium to full-bodied, with sweet tannin, 
gorgeous purity, and length.

$44.99

90Points or More... For $30 or Less!90Points or More... For $30 or Less!

95-100  . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . .Outstanding
85-89  . . . . . Very Good
80-84  . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79  . . . . . . . Average
60-69  . . .Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

Tin Roof
Merlot 2005
Ripe, luscious black cherry and plum 
fruit hints of tobacco, herbal spice and
chocolate, with smooth supple tannins 
and a long, rich finish. Pair with grilled red
meats, herb-roasted chicken, pork chops.

$9.99

Celestin Blondeau
Sancerre 2006
The fragrant notes of Asian pear,
apricot, guava and lime are pithy
and bold, showing rich depth and
balanced structure. It’s lithe and 
supple, the components fitting
together  in harmony.

$18.99

90
Wine

Enthusiast
Points

Evans & Tate
Chardonnay 2006
Starts off with layers of elegant
oak resembling roasted nuts
and creme brulée, but backs
those notes with plenty of 
honeyed citrus flavors.

$14.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Argiolas
Costera 2006
The 2006 Costera Isola dei
Nuraghi (100% Cannonau) is
another knock-out effort from
Argiolas. It reveals masses of
super-ripe fruit, bacon fat and
licorice flavors.

$12.99Wine Advocate : 90

La Marca
Prosecco NV
Delicate, well-balanced
Prosecco, showing a good blend of
baked apple, sour lemon and
grapefruit, with a lightly creamy 
mineral texture on the palate.
Medium froth, with some body and
a pleasant lemon and mineral finish.

$11.99Wine Spectator : 90

Wine Advocate : 91

Wine Enthusiast : 91

Wine & Sprits: 90

OF THE MONTHSPECIALSPECIAL

9090 WINES &
SPIRITS
POINTS

9393 WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Dec. 2, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

Specializing in Fish, Steak, Chicken
& Traditional Cuban Cuisine

Fish Filet stuffed with spinach & shrimp
Ambos Mundos Filet

Stuffed Green Plantains
Choice of Shrimp or Ropa Vieja

Mediterranean Chicken
Chicken Breast, Cherry Tomatoes,

Scallions etc.

Picadillo A LaHabanera
Ground Beef with Olives, served

with Rice & Beans

Ropa Vieja
Shredded Beef, served with Rice and Beans

Lechon Asado Al Jugo
Juicy Roasted Pig, Served Congri Rice

“Portions So Large, We Guarantee
You Won’t Have Room For Seconds.”

B.Y.O.B  •  Luncheon Specials . . . $6.25 up

200 South Ave., Fanwood NJ Open 7 days: 11 am to 9 pm
Located Next to Provident Bank908-322-3366

Help Bring Holiday Cheer to Those in
Need By Giving to Donate A Smile

This holiday season, we ask you to help
make a dream come true for the less
fortunate families in our area. The YMCA
of Newark is home to many foster, home-
less, and DYFS children who are unable
to receive gifts this holiday season. We
are asking the Westfield community and
student body of Westfield High School to
contribute to “Donate A Smile.” This
program purchases gifts that these chil-
dren have asked for on their wish lists.

Donating any increment of money will
help us bring smiles to all of their faces.
Last year, we were able to raise over
$2,700 and this year we wish to go above
and beyond this goal. As the holiday
season gets closer, we ask that you reach
into your hearts and hopefully together
we all will reach our expectations.

Westfield High School students: all
donations can be either in cash or check
made payable to Linda Heroux and mailed
to 187 Lincoln Road. Donations can also
be brought to Bonnie Underwood’s room
(252), her mailbox in the Main Office, or
given to Gaby Gold, Brandon Gold, Evan
Heroux, Jenna Strauss, Val Hoffman,
Evan Rosenburgh, Kim Hoffman, or Sam
Rosenburgh. We will be collecting dona-
tions from November 17 until December
15. Thank you for helping make Christ-
mas brighter for these children.

Thank you for your support!

Val Hoffman, Evan Rosenburgh
and Jenna Strauss

Chairs of Donate A Smile at
Westfield High School

New Innkeeper in Scotch Plains
The March 13, 2008 Scotch Plains –

Fanwood Times featured your front page
report of the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment’s March 6, 2008 meet-
ing. In that article, you gave a very
detailed (and favorable, I might add)
description of our application process
to open the township’s first Bed and
Breakfast.

I am happy to announce that The
1910 House Bed and Breakfast located

at 233 Union Avenue, Scotch Plains
will open for business on Saturday,
November 22, 2008 and will celebrate
that occasion with an open house from
1 to 3 p.m.

We would like to extend an invitation
to all to attend. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at (908) 322-
4514.

Michael Tatsch, Innkeeper
Scotch Plains


