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Scotch Plains Christmas Tree Lighting and
Holiday Celebration Set for Sunday, December 7

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR THE BIRDS…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr congratulates Keenan Porter of Fanwood for his bird mansion at the
November 11 council meeting. Keenan’s design, featuring a roof made of old license plates, took first place in the Fanwood
Environmental Commission’s second-annual Birdhouse Building Contest; Kaavya Krishna Kumar, also of Fanwood, took
second place for her Jeweled Pumpkin Birdhouse. Lin Vlasaty of Fanwood and Jeremy Graffox of Scotch Plains tied for first
place in the general adult category.

Area Congregations, Organizations
Helping Needy This Holiday Season

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Congregations and orga-
nizations throughout the area will be
lending a hand to those in need this
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services for the County of Union,
said the county began a food drive at
the end of the 2006–2007 school year
by reaching out to Union County
school districts. “It’s working well so
far,” he said.

“We started this at the end of last
year because we knew that the food
pantries were already low,” Mr. Guzzo
said. “It’s a dire situation and we are
trying to respond the best we can.”

Participating school districts and
schools include Governor Livingston
High School, the Valley Road School
in Clark, the Cranford
Superintendent’s Office, School 4 in
Linden, Beechwood and Deerfield
Schools in Mountainside, Queen City
Academy in Plainfield, James
Caldwell School in Springfield, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Superintendent’s Office, and the
Union County Education Services
Commission’s Lamberts Mill Acad-
emy and Hillcrest Academy in
Westfield and Scotch Plains.

Food pantries that received dona-
tions from the county’s food drive
include Elizabethport Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth, Rahway Food
for Friends, Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey in Hillside, the Salvation Army,
the Plainfield Area YMCA, St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth, the Jefferson Park Minis-
tries operated by the United Way of
Greater Union County as well as the
county’s division of social services.

Lorre Korecky, a spokeswoman for
the Westfield public schools, said the
district is participating in a Commu-
nity FoodBank drive to be held this
Saturday, November 2, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Franklin School in Westfield.

“There are all kinds of collections
going on district-wide,” Ms. Korecky
said. Franklin School holds a pro-
gram called “Second Lunch Tues-
days” whereby students bring a sec-
ond lunch to be donated to the needy
through St. Joseph’s Social Center
and the Coalition for the Homeless.
The Community Service Club of
Westfield High School is currently
holding a leaf-raking fundraiser on
weekends with donations going to
the Community Food Bank.

Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield, is holding a fro-
zen turkey drive this Sunday, Novem-
ber 23, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
and on Tuesday, November 25, from
3:30 to 7:15 p.m. Frozen turkeys,
roasting pans and packages and cans
(no glass jars) of items needed to

create a Thanksgiving dinner will be
collected and distributed to the needy
in Elizabeth.

Six Fanwood Boy Scout Troops
will participate in the annual “Scout-
ing for Food” drive on Saturday, No-
vember 22.

Residents are asked to leave dona-
tion bags containing foodstuffs on
front porches by 9 a.m., or to drop off
donations at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church, located on Martine Av-
enue and LaGrande Street in Fanwood
this Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon.

Most needed items are nonperish-
able canned goods such as soup, meat,
vegetables, fruit and tuna fish, as well
as peanut butter and jelly, pasta sauce
and dry cereal.

All donations to “Scouting for
Food” remain in the Fanwood com-
munity, and are given to senior citi-
zens with limited income, single par-
ent families having difficulty making
ends meet, and families with parents
out of work.

Franklin School, 700 Prospect
Street, Westfield, will hold a frozen
turkey and nonperishable food drive
on Saturday, November 22, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monetary donations
will also be accepted. All donations
will be given to the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey (CFBNJ) in Hill-
side.

“This year, we have the largest num-
ber of requests for assistance that we
have ever had,” said Kathleen
DiChiara, president and chief execu-
tive officer of CFBNJ.

“It is a most dramatic increase in
need,” she said.

At St. Helen’s Parish in Westfield,
the religious-education classes and
parishioners put together more than
200  holiday baskets, complete with
turkeys, and donated them to Sr.
Jacinta’s soup kitchen in Elizabeth.

The Scotch Plains Business & Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA) will
once again organize a “Gift Wish”
Program to benefit Emmanual Can-
cer Foundation (ECF).

Participating members of the
SPBPA are given an anonymous
child’s age, sex and their “gift wish”
list, and asked to buy one or more of
the gifts. Most members spend $25 or
more to help make these children’s
wishes come true.

“We always try to help local chari-
ties, whenever we can,” added Lisa
Mohn, former SPBPA President and
holiday coordinator.

The Westfield Firemen’s Mutual
Benevolent Association (F.M.B.A.)
Local No. 30’s 12th Annual Holiday
Food Drive is currently underway.

Non-perishable food items will be
accepted at Fire Headquarters, 405
North Avenue West, seven days a
week until 11 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber 5. All food donated, plus a turkey,
will be used to make baskets, which
will be distributed through local
churches and civic organizations in
time for the holidays.

“Last year, we provided meals for
131 families,” Westfield Fire Chief
Dan Kelly said. “It (the number of
families served) has been steadily
increasing.”

In its first food drive, in 1996,
F.M.B.A. Local 30 distributed holi-
day meals to 75 families.

Each family is provided with food
baskets, including a turkey and non-
perishable canned goods.  Chief Kelly
said the food would be distributed to
need families on Saturday, December
6.

The Scotch Plains –Fanwood High
School organization, “Students Con-
cerned for the Needy” (SCN) is once
again running its Thanksgiving Food
Box Project. SCN collects specific
food items to be included in a food
box, which represents an entire
Thanksgiving Day meal. The students
simultaneously run a Turkey Drive.

Area residents are asked to redeem
supermarket coupons for free turkeys
and donate the turkey to SCN. More
information about these programs can
be found on scnonline.org/
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Malool Looks Forward to
Challenges Despite Bleak Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite fac-
ing what she called “an extremely
difficult budget year” in 2009 during
which “some difficult decisions will
have to be made,” incoming Mayor
Nancy Malool said she is “looking
forward to the challenges” and is “ex-
cited about some new programs I
have in mind.”

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times two weeks after she
was elected mayor over Democratic
Councilman Kevin Glover, Mrs.
Malool said the top priority once she
and runningmate Mary DePaola are
sworn in on January 1, would be the
2009 municipal budget. Township
officials are already aware of about
$1.5 million in new expenses as a

result of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority fee increases, hikes in
pension contributions and higher
health insurance premiums along with
contractually mandated salary in-
creases to various unions.

Referring to recent reports that the
state budget shortfall could be four
times as large as the first forecast,
Mrs. Malool said that the township’s
state aid cut might be double what it
was this year, putting further pressure
on the local budget picture. Given the
rising expenses and the likelihood of
a sharp cut in state assistance, the
mayor-elect said there is “no way we
can stay the same next year as this
year” in terms of the municipal prop-
erty tax levy, which rose 8.5 points, or
5.6 percent, in 2008.

Mrs. Malool said, “Everything will

be on the table” next year, including
possible layoffs and cuts in services.
“A significant tax increase is pos-
sible,” she said. She noted that she
had said during the recent campaign
that the township’s financial picture
was not bright.

 “We’ll have to figure out how to
control and contain spending so our
tax increase doesn’t go off the charts,”
she said. She added, the township
surplus, of which the final figures are
expected at the end of the month,
“may take some of the pressure off.”

Addressing a variety of other is-
sues that township officials will face,
Mrs. Malool said the recently en-
acted Special Improvement District
(SID) should soon begin to see some
movement. Proposed by-laws will be
distributed to the SID’s board of di-
rectors, who will meet next month to
vote on those rules. Proposals to build
a new facility for senior citizens at
Scotch Hills Country Club will not be
on the agenda in 2009, Mrs. Malool
said, due to budget constraints.

“But I do want to get the seniors a
facility in my first term,” she said,
“whether it’s at Scotch Hills or some-
where else.” She said Scotch Plains
also faces new affordable housing
mandates from the state that could
result in new housing being built “de-
spite the fact that we really don’t have
the room for more housing.”

One thing the incoming mayor
wants to do is “reach out to the com-
munity more. Going door-to-door
during a campaign gives you an idea
of what people are really thinking,”
she said. “The average person is too
busy to come to council meetings.”

She said she might reinstate the
“Listening Post” instituted by former
Mayor Alan Augustine in the 1980s
as a way of allowing residents to
speak one-on-one with the mayor
about problems, concerns or sugges-
tions.

“I’m not so egotistical to think I
have all the answers,” Mrs. Malool
said. “If someone has an idea of how
we can save money, the way to get
those ideas is to go out and listen to
the community.”

When Mrs. Malool assumes the
mayoralty in January, she will vacate
the council seat to which she was first
elected in 2002. The township Re-
publican committee will submit three
names to the council for consider-
ation as an interim replacement for
Mrs. Malool. A special election in
November 2009 will be held to fill
out what will then be the remaining
year of her term.

Mrs. Malool told The Times that
“ideally, I’d like to have someone
sworn in on January 1,” but admitted
that would be possible only if the
local GOP submits its candidates to
the council by mid-December.

During the campaign, Mrs. Malool
said she wanted to “restore civility”
during the council’s deliberations af-
ter two years of often times heated
and, at times, hostile arguments.

“As far as I’m concerned, the elec-
tion is over. The last administration is
over. The hostility and animosity will
end,” she said.

Mayor-elect Malool said each of
the five council members “has an
equal say and an equal vote.” She said
she does not intend “to get into heated
debates with members of the public
or the council. I don’t think it’s pro-
ductive.”  She vowed to “treat my
colleagues and the public with re-
spect, and hopefully it will be recip-
rocated.”

She said the 2009 governing body
will be a “young council in terms of
experience,” with a combined 10
years among the five members: Mrs.
Malool’s six years, Mr. Glover’s two
years and Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss’ two years. Mrs. DePaola
and whoever is named as Mrs.
Malool’s replacement “will have a
lot to learn,” the mayor-elect said. In
addition, with township manager
Michael Capabianco in only his
fourth month on the job and the
township facing “the most difficult
budget year in recent memory,” Mrs.
Malool said it is important to “let
them learn what they have to learn.
We need to concentrate on what’s
important.”

Fanwood Council Approves
Forestry Management Plan

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW BUSINESS HEATS UP IN FANWOOD…Havana Express co-owner Yoe
Lopez, right, and co-owner chef Ruben Portal flame up a taste of their authentic
Cuban dishes of Ropa Vieja and Bistec Encebollado (beef steak) to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times Advertising Director Fred Lecomte. Havana Express is
located on 200 South Avenue in Fanwood, next to Provident Bank.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAYS ARE COMING...A sign that the holiday shopping season is upon us
is the installation of wreaths along Martine Avenue in downtown Fanwood.

SP Council Favors Change
In Distribution of Fine Money

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council approved a resolution
last week urging the State Legislature
to change the formula for the way that
monetary fines for motor vehicle vio-
lation are split between municipali-
ties and county governments.

Presently, monies collected from
fines are split evenly between local
and county governments, but a num-
ber of towns are pushing for munici-
palities to keep more of the fine money
via a new 80 percent to 20 percent
split with county governments.

At the council’s meeting last
Wednesday, Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss said the reasoning behind
the resolution is that the county gov-
ernment does not contribute to the
maintenance of the local police de-
partment and does not contribute to
the operation of the municipal court.
The Fanwood Borough Council
passed a similar resolution last
month.

In other business, during its 45-
minute meeting, the council approved
a resolution waiving permit fees for
the removal of an underground stor-
age tank at the county-owned Ponde-
rosa property on Cooper Road. The
county purchased the 22-acre prop-
erty several years ago and is in the
process of developing part of it into
ballfields and soccer fields.

At the beginning of the meeting,
after Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool
mentioned the passing of Ray Pardon
in her opening prayer, Mayor Martin
Marks also remembered the founder
of the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association who died
on October 31. The mayor said Mr.
Pardon, who was still involved with
the SPBPA as vice president and was
a member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, “will be sorely
missed. He embodied what commu-
nity spirit and volunteerism was all
about.”

The mayor announced several up-
coming holiday events. A Thanksgiv-
ing service will be held at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church on November
24, at 7:30 p.m.

The township’s annual holiday cel-
ebration in the downtown business
district will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 7, from 2 to 5 p.m., with the
afternoon’s events capped off by a
visit from Santa Claus, who will light
the tree in Alan Augustine Park. The
Hanukah celebration, which will in-
clude the lighting of the menorah,
will be on December 22, at 7 p.m.

The council’s next regular meeting
will be on Tuesday, December 9. This
week, township officials and their
colleagues from around the state will
be attending the annual New Jersey
State League of Municipalities con-
vention in Atlantic City.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood has been
designated as a “Tree City, USA”
since 1993 and — given the borough’s
large number of beautiful, leafy trees
in its nature center, parks and resi-
dential neighborhoods —  Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the Borough Coun-
cil would like to keep it that way.

The governing body, at its regular
monthly meeting on November 11,
approved a five-year Community
Forestry Management Plan.

“The state wants to encourage
municipalities to manage their trees,
take care of their trees [and] plant
new trees,” said Steve Falco, chair-
man of Fanwood’s Shade Tree Com-
mission, which helped develop the
plan; it now goes to the state for final
approval.

If the state signs off on Fanwood’s
plan, Mr. Falco said the borough
would be eligible for “increased li-
ability protection” in the event of a
mishap involving a fallen tree or tree

limb; in addition, he said the borough
could join education programs and
tap into new sources of grant money.

“We’ve been doing a lot,” said Mr.
Falco, pointing to the Shade Tree
Commission’s efforts to inventory,
inspect and maintain local trees. “But
this plan puts into writing what we’ve
been doing…and sets some goals for
the future.”

Mr. Falco said these goals include
maintaining “street trees” as they are
now and “trying to increase the diver-
sity of the trees in Fanwood.”

“We also want to be a little more
proactive; right now, we’re
reactive…we see a problem, we go
out,” said Mr. Falco.

“We truly appreciate the dedica-
tion,” said Mayor Mahr, in thanking
the Shade Tree Commission for de-
veloping the new plan and for its
ongoing tree work. “You’ve really
opened a new door for us.”

Union County officials enacted its
own community forestry management
program several years ago.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is
invited to the Old Fashion Holiday
Celebration and Christmas Tree Light-
ing on Sunday, December 7, from 2 to
5 p.m. at the Village Green on Park

Avenue sponsored by Santa Claus, the
Recreation Dept. and the Business and
Professional Association. For more
information, call Stephan Dahl at (908)
322-6700, ext. 1-221.


