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MAHER, PONCE FIND THE MARK IN O.T. SHOOTOUT

Union Stuns Blue Devils, 1-0,
In NJSIAA Soccer Shootout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Four” became a charm for the
seventh-seeded Union High School
girls soccer team in its North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 game against sec-
ond-seeded Westfield at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November 7.
After a scoreless overtime tie, the
first four Farmers buried their shots
to clinch a 4-2 shootout victory.

The 12-7-2 Farmers lost their three
previous meetings to the Blue Devils,
2-0, 2-0 and 2-1.

“It’s tough to play a team four
times, obviously, but we don’t have
any excuses,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Wertheimer. “To Union’s
credit, they have been fighting all
season. They had some good wins.”

The Blue Devils out-shot the Farm-
ers, 6-1, in the first half but appeared to
have difficulty setting up effective plays.

“I think in the first half we were
playing in our comfort zone, keeping
it conservative, not necessarily by
choice,” coach Wertheimer said. “In
the second half, we made some ad-
justments with our formation. We put
three people up front and thought we
could get some offense going that
way. We did and we certainly had
some opportunities. We were pres-
suring them but I preached to them all
season. Finishing, finishing, finish-

ing. That’s the theme of our season.
We can end up outshooting a team,
outplaying a team and end up with a
result not putting the ball in the back
of the net. It wasn’t without effort. We
played hard. We hustled.”

The most coordinated plays of the
first half came in the final eight min-
utes with nice leads into the box from
Natalie Morrison to sophomore
midfielder Martina Landeka. In the
second half, the Blue Devils increased
their effectiveness, outshooting the
Farmers, 8-2, using the 1-2 punch of
sophomore forwards Samantha
Costello and Hannah Kronick with
some fine assistance from junior for-
ward Meghan Freundenheim.

“She (Freundenheim) came on late
in the season and did a nice job of
stepping up,” commented coach
Wertheimer.

Costello and Freundenheim both
launched wicked shots that were
blocked by Farmer goalie Anna
Bandley, who finished with 10 saves
in regulation in addition to several
preventative decisions. Kronick
thwacked the crossbar and Costello
buried the rebound but the ref ne-
gated the goal.

“The only good that I can take out of
the situation is that some of our key
contributors were sophomores and jun-
iors. Now that they got a year’s experi-

ence under their belt, they know what to
expect at this level. They know what we
need to do,” coach Wertheimer said.

In the first overtime, the Farmers
nearly ended the game when Ukaegbu
Ogechi broke free on the right side
and slanted a shot that was deflected
by Blue Devil keeper Meghan Brody,
who finished with two saves in regu-
lation and several decisive stops.
Defensive back Grace Mackenzie
approached the deflection and booted
it out of harm’s way.

In the shootout, Mackenzie took the
first shot and Bandley made the save.
After Molly Collins’ shot lodged into
the left corner, Bandley smothered
Landeka’s shot. Ashley Correia put the
Farmers in front 2-0 with a shot in the
left corner but Molly Maher gave the
Blue Devils hope with her shot into the
left corner. Farmer Jessica Gonclaves
successfully lifted her shot into the
upper right and Blue Devil Katie Ponce
slipped her shot into the right corner.
Farmer Amanda Ruhl ripped the game
clincher into the right corner.

“They (Union) were happy to come
away with this shootout. Maybe they
were practicing,” said coach
Wertheimer. “The kids were right on
with their shots and I can’t really say
the same for ours.”
Union 0 0 0 0 (4) 1
Westfield 0 0 0 0 (2) 0

RAIDER BOYS GET FIFTH, SWEENEY PLACES THIRD

Blue Devil Boys Place Third,
Girls Fourth at X-C Sections

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Waiting for the results had to create
edginess for the Westfield High
School boys and girls cross-country
teams in the NJSIAA North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 sectional champi-
onships at Warinanco Park in Roselle
on November 7. In the end, the Blue
Devil boys finished third with a 123
total and the Blue Devil girls placed
fourth with 125.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
finished fifth in the Group 3, Section
2 race with a 113 total. Mendham
took top honors at 42. The Raider
girls took sixth with a 144 total and
Voorhees won with 28 points.

The Ridge boys captured first in
Group 4 with a total of 96 and
Bridgewater-Raritan took second at
99. Blue Devil Ryan Scrudato crossed
10th with a time of 17:19. Andrew

Kirna finished 13th at 17:30, Julian
Applebaum took 31st at 17:49, Tyler
Cusick placed 32nd with a time of
17:52,  Zack Lizmi took 40th at 18:05,
and Andrew Marra finished 41st at
18:07.

“We ran a decent race; well enough
to race again and we are determined to
make the most of it at Holmdel on
November 15,” coach Jack Martin said.

Ridge placed first at 26 in the girls’
race with four of their runners plac-
ing in the top five. Hunterdon Central
finished second at 66 and North
Hunterdon finished third at 72.

“The girls ran a solid race in a field
of very talented teams. Ridge is num-
ber two in the state and Hunterdon
Central and North Hunterdon are pe-
rennial top-20 teams,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Tom Hornish said. “Our fourth
place finish was an honorable fourth
and it marks the 25th consecutive year

that Westfield has qualified for Group
IV competition. Our performance this
year was an improvement over last
year’s fifth-place finish.”

Sharon Faktor crossed 16th with a
personal-best (PB) 21:29. Amy
Roggenburg was 23rd at 21:45 (PB)
and Alyssa Hatch was 24th at 21:46.
Bridget Grogan was 30th in 22:14
and Shannon Murray was 32nd in
22:18. Allie Lowenstein finished 46th
at -23:05 and Daryl Garfinkle was
49th at 23:16.

“We are looking to improve on our
collective performance at the Group
Meet,” said coach Hornish.

Raider Martin Sweeney crossed
third in his race with a time of 16:55.

“It was a well executed plan that I
set for myself today. I ran consistent,
maintained my focus and it turned
out very well. My first mile I ran a
5:06, passed Robinson of Millburn,
who finished fourth, around the two-
mile mark around 10:20 then kept
him distant from me to finish third.
I’m really pleased with my perfor-
mance. Also, the team really came
around by gaining that final qualify-
ing spot. It was just great,” said
Sweeney.

Brandon Wheeler crossed 19th at
17:49, Jon Kirby placed 27th at 18:14
and Bran Walsh was 29th at 18:19.
Alex Parker finished 35th at 18:32
and Bobby Evans placed 42nd at
18:59.

“I don’t think we ran our best other
than Martin. He ran really well. He
needed to go out and make sure that
he made it on his own in case the team
did not make it,” said Raider coach
Jeff Koegel. “I was thinking that we
had a chance to come in third but our
performance dropped from previous
efforts and we have to get that cor-
rected. A couple of kids ran hurt,
however, Kirby stepped up to make
up for some of that.”

Brittney Veeck led the Raider girls,
crossing eighth at 20:30.

“One of the toughest sections in the
state with some top ranked teams, so
going in our expectations were not that
high. Our goal was to keep our pack
tightly together and see what would
happen. Unfortunately, we fell a little
short. Sophomore Laura Bruce, in her
first race, had her best PR with a 21:47.
Brittany ran well, along with Emily
Carow, 22:06. Christine MacLean (23)
and Allison Acevado (23:03) ran a good
race despite being injured. Chana Biner,
24:30 rounded out our top six,” said
coach Bob Rafferty.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A SERIOUS BATTLE FOR CONTROL…Brittany Cortinhal, No. 25, and the rest of the Blue Devil girls battled to a 0-
0 tie with the Union Farmers but lost in a shootout.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,279,000SCOTCH PLAINS EXPANDED RANCH $389,900

These Custom designed Needle Point Homes are certified “GREEN” through the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through
NJ Energy Star Program. These homes have 4/5 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor office, Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious
Family Room with a gas fireplace that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The convenient floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master
Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting Room and amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning homes. MLS #2598846 & 2598853

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Expanded Ranch has a welcoming entry leading into the Living
Room which flows into the Dining area of the updated Kitchen with a garden window,
breakfast bar and French doors leading to the screened porch overlooking the yard. Two
Bedrooms and a full bath complete the first floor. The second floor boasts a third bedroom
with skylights, built-in storage and a half bath. The basement runs length of the house and
is ready to be finished with your personal touch. Just steps from Brookside Park ... make
this home yours today! MLS # 2597126

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $539,000
Immaculate 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial with an open floor plan. The updated kitchen
has a center island and tile floor, the family room features a raised ceiling with 2 new ceiling
fans with lights. Relax in the hot tub in the 3 season sun room overlooking a very large yard.
Other amenities include central air, hardwood floors, bay window in living room, a full
basement for storage and a 2 car attached garage. All this in a great neighborhood and close
to schools. MLS # 2517106

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close to
Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

CLARK SPLIT LEVEL $635,000
Just move right into this custom 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split Level featuring a large country
kitchen and custom marble fireplace in the Family Room. Enjoy the professionally landscaped
private yard with deck, patio, an in-ground pool to enjoy the warmer months and two
fireplaces to keep you warm in the winter months. MLS # 2596492

WHO SAYS LUXURY CAN’T BE ENERGY EFFICIENT

NAHB “GREEN” Certified Energy Star Qualified Homes =
Long Term Savings • Lower Operating Costs • Increased Comfort • Improved Environmental Quality

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

SCOTCH PLAINS • $1,099,000 SCOTCH PLAINS • $999,000

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUALIFYING FOR THE GROUPS…Martin Sweeney, above, turned in a very
satisfying performance in the Group 3 race, finishing third at 16:55 and delivering
fifth place for the Raider team. The Westfield girls “seven mudder” team, led by
Sharon Faktor, Amy Roggenburg, Alyssa Hatch, Bridget Grogan, Shannon
Murray, Allie Lowenstein and Daryl Garfinkle, finished fourth in Group 4.


