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K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D N U R S E R Y & P R E - K  
•

O P E N  H O U S E

A G R E AT B E G I N N I N G  F O R  B O Y S  A N D  G I R L S

Open House Program

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 16, 2008, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308
908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 | Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

An independent day school for boys grades 7-12 led by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey
DELBARTON SCHOOL • 230 Mendham Road • Morristown, NJ 07960 (973) 538-3231, x3019 • www.delbarton.org

Write. Draw. Act. Perform.

ADMISSION
TESTING

on Nov. 22 and Dec. 6

For more information
visit our website

and click ‘Admissions’.

DELBARTON.orgwww.

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Westfield Weavers
Hold Holiday Sale

WESTFIELD – Each year, members
of the Westfield Weavers Guild offer
unique hand-woven apparel and house-
hold linens to the public at their holiday
sale. This year is the 22nd year of the
weavers’ sale. Members of the guild
have been busy weaving one-of-a-kind
household linens and apparel for the
sale.

The Westfield Weavers Guild is one
of the country’s oldest weaving guilds,
formed in 1947 by 12 people interested
in weaving and other crafts. The group
has since grown to 25 members who
meet once a month to study the art of
weaving and its related skills.

The sale is Friday, November 21,
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday,
November 22, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
715 Dorian Road. The public is wel-
come.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Should I Stay or Should I go?
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Um, mom, I think we can turn around
now,” is one of two statements my fam-
ily has been hearing for the past few
months, along with its more cheery op-
posite, “let’s get out and look around!”
Interestingly, both of these conflicting
phrases relate to the same exciting jour-
ney on which the vast majority of teens
choose to embark during their junior
year: college hunting.

Some people learn the lesson of not
judging a book by its cover as a young
child and religiously apply this philoso-
phy to their everyday lives.

However, others continue to grab the
brightest-colored shirt off the clothing
rack for the sole purpose of it being eye-
catching, when really, its neighboring
brown shirt is of a much better quality.
The process of college hunting is one of
few in which judgment by appearance is
not only ethical but 110 percent neces-
sary.

Thus far, I have personally visited
eight different colleges and universities:
TCNJ, Harvard (just for fun), Wagner,
Columbia, Drew, Fordham, Princeton,
and Rutgers (none of which are more
than one hour away) and was able to
determine almost instantly if I could
envision myself spending four years of
my life amid their lush (or in some cases
bedraggled and spread out) campuses.

Through observing the appearance of
each school’s current students, I was
also able to formulate justifiable conclu-
sions about whether or not I would be
able to merge smoothly with the crowd
or wind up looking like Elle Woods
prancing around Harvard University in
a pink dress and sunglasses.

Riding a shuttle bus between the dif-
ferent buildings of Princeton, I felt a
compelling need to reach into my bag,
pull out my reading glasses, and put
them on as to give off the illusion of
being some ingenious human being who
I really was not. For some reason, I could
not just sit there in my jeans and Vans; I
did not feel competent enough amid a
sea of Princeton Tigers bedecked in

their orange and black attire and lugging
monumental stacks of textbooks at their
sides.

Conversely, at a less superhuman, but
still reputable, college like TCNJ, I was
comfortable walking around as the real
5’ 5” tall, curly haired, glasses-less, vi-
brant-pink-raincoat-wearing me. Here,
not only was I less intimidated, but I was
also more at home.

Home is another extremely signifi-
cant factor to consider when weighing
out possible college options. The uni-
versal question comes down to this: is it
better for one to stay close to their home
or venture far away?

Its answer is not one-sided by any
means, as someone cannot possibly re-
spond to this the same way they would
to being asked what two plus two equals.
A world of opinions, theories and de-
sires branches off of this inquiry and will
naturally be different for each soon to be
college student.

The fact that I happen to think remain-
ing closer to home is better than travel-
ing x number of hours away boldly
distinguishes myself from the majority
of my friends, who are counting down
the days until they can make their es-
capes to Boston, Michigan, New York
City or wherever it is they want to flee.

Yes, some may argue that “going
away from home is the real college
experience that prepares you for life,”
but being burdened with nonessential
stresses such as intolerably vexing room-
mates, claustrophobic dorm rooms and
distance from family hampers young
adults from flourishing in their post-
school careers.

Although it is important for everyone
to be able to survive on his or her own at
18 years old, it is more logical to be
within the vicinity of home in case some-
thing detrimental were to happen to
either the 18-year-old student, their
roommate or a family member.

And what about homesickness? Re-
gardless of the fact that those of us 16-
and 17-year-old juniors who are eager to
break loose from mom and dad’s heli-
copter wings might hate to, and refuse
to, admit it, but we will miss our old
ways of life and own beds after a while.

Staying within a reasonable distance
to home does not mean living with our
parents forever but offers a sense of
comfort when needed as well as the
ability to make a quick getaway.

Deciding on a school 30 minutes away
or one across the Atlantic Ocean is com-
pletely up to the applicant. While Jack
might think Rutgers is the best option
because it is practically located in his
grandma’s backyard, Jill might strive to
journey to the University of Rome be-
cause it is a country away from her
family.

In the end, there is a college out there
for everyone, and the ultimate test the
school should pass in order to determine
whether it deserves you or not comes
down to a question much more easy to
respond to than the universal one: does
it make you happy?

Alexa Zepka is a college-hunting jun-
ior at Westfield High School.

Senior Housing Announces
McKinley School Alliance

WESTFIELD – Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing, located at 1129 and
1133 Boynton Avenue, has  announced
an intergenerational program with the
fifth grade classes at McKinley School.

The program is based upon author
and photographer Jerry Friedman’s
2005 book, “Everything Has Changed:
Life Stories of Our Oldest Citizens.”
The curriculum is designed to familiar-
ize young students with some of the
unique contributions of older adults
and to hone their interviewing, writing,
presentation and historical researching
skills, while simultaneously raising
awareness that the elderly are valuable
members of the community.

To kickoff the program, three classes
of fifth graders met with two residents
of Westfield Senior Citizens Housing,
Lily Sillman and Black Eagle
Gwathmey, in early October. Both se-
nior participants discussed important
life events that shaped their future, and
offered advice to the students on how to
be productive members of their com-
munity and how to learn from historical
events.

“It was exciting to see the enthusi-
asm generated by this first visit. We are
looking forward to the next visit and to
getting more of our seniors involved
over the course of the year,” said Karen
Simon, assistant executive director.

Throughout the remainder of the
school year, students will interview and

videotape residents of Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing and compile biogra-
phies, which ultimately will be pre-
sented to their families and the commu-
nity at-large.

Claudia Andreski, principal of the
McKinley school, expressed her com-
mitment to this project by saying, “It is
McKinley School’s 100th birthday.
What better time to learn about our
past, focusing on the people and events
that shaped our town and our country.”

Ruth Smith, executive director of
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing, said,
“Westfield Senior Citizens Housing has
had a long-standing involvement with
intergenerational programs between its
residents and the Westfield commu-
nity. We hope that this project is just the
beginning of our collaboration with the
Westfield Public School System.”Local Residents Enroll

At Drexel University
AREA – The following local stu-

dents have started a bachelor’s degree
program at Drexel University this fall:

Jennifer Rovner of Fanwood, who
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is majoring in graphic
design.

Ryan Pinkowski of Fanwood, who
graduated from Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, is majoring in civil
engineering.

Sean McDonnell of Garwood, who
graduated from Arthur L Johnson High
School in Clark, is majoring in busi-
ness administration.

Dennis Ruiz of Scotch Plains, who
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is majoring in mechani-
cal engineering.

Wendy Harris of Scotch Plains, who
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is majoring in physics.

Brian Sensor of Scotch Plains, who
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is majoring in entertain-
ment and arts management.

Julia Capodicasa of Scotch Plains,
who graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, is majoring in
nutrition and foods.

Monika Kulikowski of Scotch Plains,
who graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, is major ing in
nursing.

Trevor Cannon of Scotch Plains, who
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is majoring in business
administration.

Casey Marks of Scotch Plains, who
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, is majoring in biological
sciences.

Elizabeth Shannon of Westfield, who

graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in psychology.

Alex Falk of Westfield, who gradu-
ated from Westfield High School, is
majoring in entertainment and arts
management.

Kimberly Pulliam of Westfield,
who graduated from Westfield High
School, is majoring in international
area studies.

Malcolm Allen of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in business administration.

Andrew Martone of Westfield, who
graduated from Seton Hall Preparatory
School, is majoring in entertainment
and arts management.

Rebecca Reyman of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in civil engineering.

Casey Steinberg of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in design and merchandis-
ing.

Aidan Granstrand of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in mathematics.

Zachary Zervas of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is still deciding his major.

Matthew Fritz of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in civil engineering.

Zachary Minken of Westfield, who
graduated from Westfield High School,
is majoring in biomedical engineering.

Susannah Page-Katz of Westfield,
who graduated from Westfield High
School, is majoring in design and mer-
chandising.

Ashley Freudenheim of Westfield,
who graduated from Westfield High
School, is majoring in communications.

WHS Boasts 6 National
Merit Semi-Finalists
WESTFIELD – Six Westfield High

School current seniors have been named
semifinalists in the National Merit
Scholarship program. Assistant Princi-
pal Lynn Muir offered congratulations
to Alan Workman, Samantha Ritter,
Alice Li, Moira Smith, Devin Cline and
William Perry.

According to the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation, “More than
1.5 million juniors in over 21,000 high
schools entered the 2009 National Merit
Program by taking the 2007 Prelimi-
nary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test, which served as an
initial screen of program entrants.

“The nationwide pool of semifinal-
ists, which represents less than 1 per-
cent of U.S. high school seniors, in-
cludes the highest scoring entrants in
each state.”

Westfield High School’s academi-
cally talented students, who now are in
their senior year, have an opportunity to
continue in the competition to become
a finalist for Merit Scholarship awards
that will be offered next spring.

Jon Bramnick Visits
WF Woman’s Club

WESTFIELD –The Woman’s Club
of Westfield (WCW) met for a gen-
eral membership meeting at the Ma-
sonic Lodge in Westfield. Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
spoke to the members about civility
and how it is often lacking at times.

Mr. Bramnick co-sponsored a reso-
lution to promote kindness in New
Jersey, attempting to increase cour-
tesy and respect amongst drivers and
residents.

Respect for others and good manners
are important to remember and prac-
tice, Mr. Bramnick told the club, as he
used humor to make his points.

Clemmie Tabor, Woman’s Club of

Westfield member and lifelong resi-
dent of Westfield, also addressed club
members. She dressed for the part, cap-
tivating club members with timely tales
from her collection of ghost stories.
Many of these dealt with personal ex-
periences.

For more information concerning
WCW, contact Dolores Geisow at (908)
233-2339.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and
WCW President Dolores Geisow.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting

NATIONAL MEMORY
SCREENING DAY

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

WHEN: Tuesday, November 18, 2008
TIME: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood 

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

Call 908-654-5200 to Register

Please join The Chelsea at Fanwood, together with
The Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, for a Free

Confidential Memory Screening by a Medical
Professional. Light refreshments will be served.

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS…More than 50 Edison Intermediate School
cast and crewmembers will present the family-friendly drama Around the
World...which will introduce people to Phileas Fogg and his faithful servant as they
travel from London to the Orient to America on a wager of 20,000 pounds. Tickets
are $5 pre-sale and $8 at the door. Performances are Thursday, November 20, at
4 p.m., and Friday, November 21, and Saturday, November 22, at 7:30 p.m.
Students pictured, left to right, are: Chris Ick as Detective Fix, Megan Mulrooney
as Passepartout, William Cary as Phileas Fogg and Maria Hershey as Aouda.


