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Letters to the Editor
Do We Know What It Is To Be An

American? – Inactive or Expressive
There is a difference between being

committed to your beliefs and being com-
mitted to a political party or organization.
Are your beliefs derived from your heart?
Do you believe that there are fundamental
values and principles that do not change
over the course of history; and do you
wish to preserve these principles? If so,
that does not mean that you are adverse to
change, quite the contrary; you are a
person who wants to conserve these val-
ues but one who also welcomes change
with an adherence to morality and respect
to one another’s differences.

The President we elect (yes, this was
written post Election Day) should repre-
sent the core values and beliefs of our
blessed country, a unified people with
common goals. We all desire peace and
unity, but the question is: What are your
thoughts and ideas of how to achieve this
and what will you do to help achieve
peace and unity?

We must decide personally which road
we want to travel down, the path of least
resistance: one that consists solely of com-
plaints and blame for our problems and
one of ignorance and complacency; or the
road less traveled: one that involves ac-
tion and a genuine concern for each other,
our country, and the world’s well-being.

This can only be achieved from taking an
honest moral inventory of our personal
selves, who we are, and what we believe
in and by communicating those beliefs
respectfully to one another.

If we don’t give serious consideration
to what our beliefs are and discuss our
differing opinions with the intention of
reaching a common ground to benefit our
citizens, we will remain a divided coun-
try. This means that all those “controver-
sial” topics that are uncomfortable to talk
about need to be addressed in a candid
and honest manner. Why not bring a
panel of “experts” around a table to openly
discuss the benefits of capitalism vs. so-
cialism as did our Founding Fathers? Why
not bring a panel of doctors and theolo-
gians from every religion around a table
to discuss the ethics of abortion?

We need to determine who we are as
Americans – on the inside, not the out-
side. The color of our skin does not deter-
mine who we are; our skin is an exterior
shell that houses our minds, hearts and
souls. Our President is not only black, he
is black and white, birthed by a white
mother and raised by a white mother and
grandparents. But what does this mean?
In all honesty it means nothing. Just be-
cause we have a black/white President,
does it mean we are unified in our beliefs?
Unfortunately, I think not. It does mean
that we have become more accepting and
are willing to overlook one another’s dif-
ferences in color, which is great progress,
but we have a lot more work to do.

The choice is yours, thanks to those
who have voluntarily fought and died for
our freedom, we have the freedom to
decide as individuals the lives we wish to
lead. Let us ask ourselves: What kind of
life will it be? Will we remain inactive
and blissfully ignorant or will we leave
our comfort zone and risk putting our
beliefs on the table and communicating
honestly to one another from our hearts.

Whatever choice you make, a choice
should be made because remaining neu-
tral is actually a disguised choice to ac-
cept elusiveness and will contribute to the
deterioration of the principles this coun-
try was founded on and as a result, to our
own demise. Our Founding Fathers may
not have had an African American repre-
sentative, but that does not mean they
didn’t have wise ideas; it just means that
the African Americans were not here yet.
Now that we’re all here, let us strengthen
our faith in this country and our trust for
one another. In the noble words of Elie
Wiesel subsequent to the effects of the
Holocaust:

“No one is as capable of gratitude as
one who has emerged from the kingdom
of night. We know that every moment is
a moment of grace, every hour an offer-
ing; not to share them would mean to
betray them. Our lives no longer belong
to us alone; they belong to all those who
need us desperately. And that is why I
swore never to be silent whenever and
wherever human beings endure suffering
and humiliation. We must always take
sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never
the victim. Silence encourages the tor-
mentor, never the tormented.”

Anna Githens
Westfield

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

President-elect Obama Begins
Shaping His Administration

President-elect Barack Obama has se-
lected Illinois Rep. Rahm Emanuel as his
chief of staff as he begins to put his
administration together, Fox News has
reported. Harvard University President
Larry Summers, a former deputy treasury
secretary, is said to be under consider-
ation for treasury secretary. Mr. Emanuel
has served in Congress since 2003 and
was named head of the Democratic cau-
cus in 2007, the fourth highest leadership
post in the party.

According to various news outlets, Sen.
John Kerry, the 2004 Democratic nominee
for President, has been seeking the Secre-
tary of State post. New Mexico Governor
Bill Richardson, a Democrat and the en-
ergy secretary in the Clinton Administra-
tion, is also said to be seeking the post.

Dems to Control NY Legislature,
Gov Office for 1st Time Since ’35
Democrats have won a majority in New

York’s state Senate and will take control
of the Legislature and governor’s office
next year for the first time since 1935,
according to The Associated Press.

GOP Offers Lieberman Chance to
Join GOP Caucus

Fox News has reported that Connecti-
cut Senator Joseph Lieberman (D) has
been offered the opportunity to join the
Republican caucus. The Senator has an-

Liberty USO Seeks Support for 4,000
Troops to Be Deployed from Pa., NJ

In January of 2009, 4,000 of our neigh-
bors, friends and colleagues will be de-
ployed into harm’s way to protect our
freedom in the War Against Terrorism.
Each one of these brave men and women
will leave behind a job, friends and family
all for the honor of serving the country
that means so much to them.

Now it is time for us to serve them, to
send them to war knowing that they will
be missed and that they are loved. Every
time a unit is deployed out of Pennsylva-
nia or Southern New Jersey the Liberty
USO is there to say goodbye with warm
food, a smile and an open heart.

With this deployment, we are expect-
ing to feed up to 4,000 men and women at
the McGuire Air Force Base passenger
air terminal. The actual deployments will
take place over a period of several weeks.
Some days we will send one mission out,
others two or three in a day. Each mission
will enjoy a meal served by volunteers
and all for free to them. We are working
with the Pennsylvania National Guard to
determine the actual dates of these de-
ployments. Due to security issues we do
not have the actual dates and times until
72 hours prior to the departure.

We need your help. Consider sponsor-
ing a mission or part of a mission. The
average cost per person is $10 with the
average number of soldiers per mission
being 175 to 225 at a time. We are reach-
ing out to organizations all across the
state to sponsor a mission. For $1,500 we
can supply the food, drinks and more to
our men and women as they set forth for

up to a full year. Your support is vital in
allowing us to fulfill our mission.

In addition to the knowledge that you
are saying thank you to these brave men
and women, we would like to say thank
you as well. Each sponsor will be recog-
nized on special USO signage at the mis-
sion. Your organization will be recog-
nized on our Honor Roll at McGuire Air
Force Base and on our website,
libertyuso.org. If you would like, and if
the schedule allows, members of your
organization can help work the “chow”
line and interact with the service mem-
bers before they depart.

Rest assured that you are supporting a
great cause with an organization that has
been serving our men and women in uni-
form for over 67 years. The USO of
Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey
(“Liberty USO”) is a privately funded,
non-profit organization. The mission of
the USO worldwide is to enhance the
quality of life of the U.S. Armed Forces
(active duty, guard and reserve) and their
families, and to create cooperative and
supportive relationships with local civil-
ian communities. Your local community
USO serving the armed forces in Penn-
sylvania and New Jersey since 1941 is
Liberty USO.

To participate or for more information,
please contact Kristen Lowe at Liberty
USO by dialing (215) 365-8010 or e-mail
Kristen at: klowe@libertyuso.org.

Kristen Lowe, Liberty USO
Philadelphia, Pa.

gered Democrats for his support of GOP
Senator John McCain in his Presidential
run. Mr. Lieberman has turned down the
offer as he is still negotiating with Senator
Harry Reid to hold on to his chairmanship
of the Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee.

Val Kilmer Considering Run For
Governor of New Mexico

The New York Post has confirmed that
actor Val Kilmer is considering running
for governor of New Mexico. He is an
Independent at this time.
Dems Overcome GOP Stronghold In

Third Congressional Dist. Race
State Senator John Adler defeated

Medford Republican Mayor Chris Myers
to become the first Democrat to represent
New Jersey’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict in 30 years. He won the race by a
margin of 156,114 votes to 146,169 votes,
the Asbury Park Press reported. He will
replace retiring Republican Rep. Jim
Saxton. The victory will give Democrats
an 8-5 edge in New Jersey’s Congres-
sional delegation.

Rep. Shays Loses; Dems Control
All House Seats in New England
Rep. Chris Shays of Connecticut, the

lone House Republican from New En-
gland to survive a Democratic surge in
2006, was defeated by investment banker
Jim Himes on November 4, The Associ-
ated Press reported.

Letter To The Editor Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?

Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:

• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.

• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.

With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248
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*PRESENT COUPON AT THE TIME OF MORTGAGE APPLICATION.  Rebate of bank fees up to $250.00 to be paid at settlement.  Loans must close by January 31, 2009.  Rebate offer expires December 31, 2008.  **3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR)
is a promotional rate and will expire six months after the loan closing. The loan must close by 12/31/08. The APR for this product is variable. The promotional APR requires an automatic payment from a Town Bank checking account or the rate is Prime plus 
1.00%.  Prime is equal to the Wall Street Journal Prime which, as of 10/30/08, is 4.00%. After the promotional period, the APR will be Prime minus 1.00% for the life of the credit line with a rate floor
4.50%.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  Offer of credit is subject to credit approval.  Maximum line amount is $350,000.  If you cancel your line of credit within 24 months of the loan
of closing, you will be required to pay a cancellation fee of $800.  Property must be an owner occupied 1 to 4 family residence (including townhouses or condominiums) located in New Jersey.  
Property insurance is required.  Collateral located in special flood hazard areas requires flood insurance.   

We have never put the financial stability of our customers or bank 
at risk by exposing ourselves to sub-prime loans or questionable 
investments. We continue to be well-capitalized, financially strong 
and ready to help by offering smart ways to borrow and safe ways 
to save.
When you are making one of the most important purchases of your life,
shouldn’t you be dealing with professionals you can trust? Gain some
peace of mind by banking with a bank that is as committed to your
bottom line as it is to its own.
Come see what a REAL community bank can do for you.

$250 Rebate at 
mortgage
closing*

3.99% Home
Equity Line 
of Credit

APR**

We’re ready, willing and able to help 
with smart ways to borrow at great rates.

We’re doing our part to 
keep the credit markets flowing.

Westfield 
44 Elm St.

Westfield
520 South Ave. 

Fanwood
328 South Ave.

Cranford
104 Walnut Ave.

WELCOME ABOARD…The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) welcomed
new members recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Pictured, left to right,
are: WCW First Vice President Sally Brown, new member Marta Villafane,
WCW President Dolores Geisow and new member Julia Nardone.

Thank You Scotch
Plains Voters

It is with enormous gratitude that we
write this letter to our supporters in last
week’s election. Foremost, we are cer-
tainly grateful for the confidence you have
in us and for showing that trust by select-
ing us as your next mayor and council-
woman.

Of course, we also want to express our
thanks for your hospitality, encourage-
ment and graciousness during our cam-
paign. Many of you have opened up your
homes to discuss with us the issues that
matter most to you and have extended
small kindnesses to us, like water on hot
days or chance to sit for a short rest.

It is also gratifying that the voters re-
sponded to our positive campaign, and we
hope that future candidates of all parties
will continue this trend. We intend to
work hard and dedicate the time and effort
needed to keep Scotch Plains the wonder-
ful community it is. Like most communi-
ties in New Jersey and across the country,
we will face difficult economic times in
the coming years.

There will be tough decisions to make.
We assure you that we will always act
responsibly and in the best interest of our
residents. We look forward to the chal-
lenges that lie ahead, and we consider it
both a privilege and an honor to serve the
residents of our great community for the
next four years.

Thank you for the trust you have placed
in us.

Mayor-Elect Nancy Malool
Councilwoman-Elect Mary DePaola

 For Detailed Voting
Results, see

goleader.com/08election


